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Blairstown, NJ, Celebrates Friday the 13th
For Two Months in a Row

FRIDAY - ]
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— Garden State

Friday the 13th has graced the calander again, back to back this

year, and the residents of Blairstown, NJ were happy to celebrate.
This Friday the 13th was paired with a St. Patrick's Day theme! Mark
your calanders for November 13th, and make a trip to Blairstown to
experience the festivities for yourself! Photo by Bob Halberstadt/The

Free Weekly Press

DEP Study Shows No Radiation Risk from
Leachate in Pennsylvania's Landfills

S A e Ve R S
A final report from the 49 landfills in Pennsylva-
Pennsylvania  Depart- nia found that none had

ment of Environmental
Protection (DEP) shows
that there is no significant
risk to human health from
radium in landfill leach-
ate. The multi-year study
that began in 2021 of all

results that were over the
federal Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission (NRC)
standards of 600 picocu-
ries per liter (pCi/L) for
discharge from industrial
facilities. This study rein-

forces prior DEP studies
finding that there is not a
threat of radioactive ma-
terial in water discharged
from wastewater treat-
ment facilities affecting
surface waters or drink-
ing water.

Two years (eight quar-
ters) of sample results of
raw, untreated leachate
were analyzed using a
technique called gamma
spectroscopy to mea-
sure radioactivity in the
raw leachate. Once all
samples were analyzed,
a confirmatory analysis
on one round of sample
results was conducted
using a technique called
radiochemistry. The anal-
yses showed that none of
LANDFIELD cont'd on pg 6
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BREWERY AND RESTAURANT
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Pen

Argyl Shuts Out Jim
Thorpe in Boys Tennis

, sl

Pen Argyl took on Jim Thorpe in Boys Tennis
March 13th. Pen Argyl, won 5 to 0. Photo by
Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Former Wind Gap Fire Co.

Social Hall Becomes Home To

New Group, Local Residents
Concerned

BG-Social Learning Center, a nonprofit
group that focusses on Bulgarian culture
and heritage, has taken up residency in the
former Wind Gap Fire Company Social Hall,
local residents have been voicing their con-
cerns. You are encouraged to attend town-
ship meetings to discuss your concerns with
your local government officials.
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Workshops Teach Helpful Parenting Strategies Offered Online and at Project Self-Sufficiency

Project Self-Sufficiency
will offer a unique roster
of online and in-person
parenting courses begin-
ning in April, including
the 24/7 Dad course for
fathers as well as the
ACT Raising Safe Kids
Program, which was de-
signed by the American
Psychological Associa-
tion for parents and care-
givers of young children.

Fathers are invited to
attend special workshops
created just for them, ei-
ther online or in person,
Tuesdays and Thursdays
at 6:00 p.m. Created by
the National Fatherhood
Initiative, the 24:7 Dads
program focuses on five
characteristics of nurtur-
ing and effective father-
ing and has been proven
to transform families

and communities. The
24:7 Dad curriculum is
designed for expectant
fathers as well as expe-
rienced Dads. Partici-
pants will examine what
it means to be a man,
health, handling emo-
tions appropriately, disci-
pline, and co-parenting.
Twelve consecutive ses-
sions will be held at 6:00
p-m. at Project Self-Suf-
ficiency, April 7th — May
14th; classes will be
offered in-person and
online. Pizza and child-
care will be available for
in-person attendees.

“We are excited to be
offering the 24:7 Dads
program to the commu-
nity,” explains Project
Self-Sufficiency  Exec-
utive Director Deborah
Berry-Toon. “This cur-

riculum invites fathers to
examine their relation-
ships with partners and
children, and addresses
topics like anger, com-
petition, communication,
and fun. We are confi-
dent that fathers and fam-
ilies will be transformed
as a result.”

The ACT Raising Safe
Kids Program invites
mothers and fathers to
learn how to build pos-
itive parenting skills,
prevent behavioral prob-
lems, and encourage
effective anger manage-
ment.  The parenting
classes were developed
by the American Psycho-
logical Association with
the goal of educating par-
ents and other adults who
raise and care for young
children about creating
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Matt Berke will facil-
itate the 24:7 Dads

parenting program
offered by Project
Self-Sufficiency
(credit: Julian Huarte).

environments which pro-
tect them from violence.
Classes will be offered
via Zoom on Tuesdays,

April 7th — May 20th,
6:00 p.m.

“We are delighted to
continue offering these
innovative parenting
courses to the general
public,” explains Debo-
rah Berry-Toon, Execu-
tive Director of Project
Self-Sufficiency. “Effec-
tive parenting is an im-
portant factor in prevent-
ing behavioral issues and
violence, and the curric-
ulum in both programs
invites participants to ex-
amine their relationships
with partners and chil-
dren, and address topics
like anger, competition,
communication, and fun.
We are confident that fa-
thers and families will be
transformed as a result.”
Interested participants
are invited to call Project
Self-Sufficiency,  973-
940-3500, or register
online, https://Www.proj-

ectselfsufficiency.org/
parenting-classes.
Project Self-Sufficiency
has assisted low-income
individuals and families
in northwestern New
Jersey since 1986. Ser-
vices offered at Project
Self-Sufficiency include
high school equivalen-
cy education, computer
courses, employment
skills training, job place-
ment services, support
groups, parenting class-
es, childcare and pre-
school, legal assistance
and education, coun-
seling and advocacy,
referrals, and help with
emergency basic needs,
like food and clothing.
For more information
about the programs and
services offered by Proj-
ect Self-Sufficiency,
visit ~ www.projectself-
sufficiency.org or call
973-940-3500.

Manahawkin WMA Site Closure on March
15th through April 15th

The berm area border-
ing the impoundments at
Manahawkin WMA will
be temporarily closed
to the public on March
15th, 2026 through
April 15th, 2026. A map
of the closure area can
be found on the Mana-
hawkin WMA Wetlands
Restoration website.

New Jersey Fish and
Wildlife (NJFW) has
partnered with Ducks
Unlimited, Inc., (DU)
and the New Jersey Wa-
terfowl Stamp Advisory
Committee to restore
functional  hydrology
to 70 acres of managed
coastal wetlands at Man-
ahawkin Wildlife Man-
agement Area (WMA)
in Stafford Township,
Ocean County, New Jer-
sey.

Currently, these wet-
lands consist of stag-
nant, lake-like tidal
systems devoid of vege-
tation and degrading ad-
jacent forested wetlands
due to their impaired
hydrological state. The
goal is to restore hy-
drology by replacing
the current infrastruc-
ture with properly sized

Manahawkin WMA Wetlands Restoration
April 15, 2026

Area Closed March 15 -

water control structures
that will allow NJFW to
convert the open-water
lakes to shallow coast-
al emergent and for-
ested wetland habitat
that will be resilient to
climate change and sea
level rise. The result-
ing habitat will improve
conditions for over 30
species of waterfowl

that occur in the project
area, as well as increase
storm surge protection,
storm water retention,
flood abatement, and
ground water recharge.
A state contract vendor
will be replacing one
culvert and one water
control structure within
the berm along the im-
poundments.

ANSWER THE CALL

BECOME A
- VOLUNTEER
FIREFIGHTER'-

VOI.UHTEERS WANTED'

e Fire Fighters
e Auxiliary

o Jr Members ¢
e Drivers
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PFBC Reminds Anglers and Boaters that Cold
Weather Life Jacket Requirement Remains in
Effect through April 30th

LANDFIELD

Continued from page 1

the landfills in Pennsyl-
vania exceeded the annu-
al average of 600 pCi/L
limit for discharges from
industrial facilities es-
tablished by the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission,
and in most cases, the re-
sults were far lower.

Of the landfills sam-

pled, only 11 had radium
levels above the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection
Agency 5 pCi/L limit
that is used for drinking
water. Raw, untreated
leachate is not consid-
ered drinking water and
should never be con-
sumed.

DEP is recommending
an additional 4 quarters
of sampling and analysis
using radiochemistry to

provide a larger data set.
The additional data will
serve to inform future
decisions to revisit land-
fill leachate sampling
requirements and other
operational or engineer-
ing controls if necessary
to protect public health,
safety and the environ-
ment. This page will be
updated with additional
findings as they become
available.

With  warmer tem-
peratures expected to
arrive this week across
portions of the Com-
monwealth, the Penn-
sylvania Fish and Boat
Commission  (PFBC)
reminds anglers and
boaters that the annual
cold weather life jacket
requirement remains in
effect through April 30.

“While many of us are
looking forward to fi-
nally putting this year’s
frigid winter weather be-
hind us, don’t be fooled
by a few days of sunny
skies and balmy air tem-
peratures that tend to be
temporary this time of
year,” said Ryan Walt,
PFBC Boating and Wa-
tercraft Safety Manag-
er. “Even though you
may be anxious to get

outside to enjoy your
favorite activities like
fishing and boating,
please remember water
temperatures are still
bitterly cold and present
tremendous danger to
someone who falls into
the water.”

From November 1
through April 30, boat-
ers are required to wear
a U.S. Coast Guard ap-
proved life jacket while
underway or at anchor
on boats less than 16
feet in length or on any
kayak, canoe, or paddle-
board. The requirement
applies to all Pennsylva-
nia waters and violators
are subject to fines.

Sudden cold-water im-
mersion, or cold-water
shock, occurs when a
person is unexpectedly

Th

plunged into cold water
resulting in an involun-
tary gasp where water
is often inhaled. This
uncontrollable reaction
causes panic, hyperven-
tilation, inhalation of
water, and inhibits the
ability of a person to
swim.

According to Pennsyl-
vania boating accident
reports, nearly 80% of
all boating fatalities
occurred because boat-
ers were not wearing
life jackets. Since the
mandatory life jacket
wear law was enacted
in 2012, the PFBC has
seen a significant drop
(approximately 50%) in
the percentage of boat-
ing incidents resulting
in fatalities during the
cold weather months.

“Slister-to-Sister”
Prom Shop
One Week Only!

March 23 - 28

Project Self-Sufficiency,
127 Mill Street, Newton, NJ

For Hours of Operation, Visit
www.projectselfsufficiency.org
fPromShop

New to the Blue Mountain
Community Library

Located at 216 S. Robinson Ave. in Pen Argyl, open Mon.-Sat.

10am-12pm and Mon. and Thurs. 6pm-8pm. A library card is free

for residents of Pen Argyl, Plainfield Township, and Wind Gap.
Call 610-863-3029 with any questions.

Blue Mountain Community Library News for Early March:

- The board of directors has lowered the library card eligibility
age to 3. Residents of Pen Argyl, Plainfield Township, and Wind
Gap are encouraged to bring proof of residency and get a FREE
library card today. (Annual membership is just $12 for non-res-

idents).

The library is in need of adult volunteers for all shifts. This is a

great opportunity to serve the community and meet like-minded

individuals! Commitment involves just 4.5 hours each month.

No special skills are required, and all training is provided. Pick

up an application at the circulation desk. Email info@bmcl.org
or call 610-863-3029 for more information.

- There's a new scavenger hunt in the children’s room, and the
prize basket is fully stocked with tiny treasures. Children are
invited to find the insects and pick a prize!

- The magazine swap rack and craft/art supply swap basket are
both overflowing. Come take some magazines and supplies!

- A limited number of 1040 tax booklets is available at the library.
- The adult book discussion group will meet on Tuesday, March
10 to discuss David Baldacci's Strangers in Time.
Email info@bmcl.org or call 610-863-3029 to reserve a spot.

- Order a special from Potsy's on Broadway on Tuesday, March
24, and Potsy's will donate a portion of the bill back to the library.
Potsy's is located on 21 S. Broadway in Wind Gap. Visit their

Facebook page or call 610-881-4261 for details.

- Pen Argyl yearbooks, going back decades, are for sale at $25
each.

New to the Bangor
Public Library

Adult Fiction:
The Secret Lives of Murderers’ Wives by Elizabeth
Arnott; The Crossroads by C. J. Box; The Beginner’s
Quilt by Wanda E. Brunstetter; Death at a Firefly Tea by
Laura Childs; When Justice Comes by Colleen Coble;
Across the Vanishing Sky by Catherine Cowles; Judge
Stone: A Novel by Viola Davis; To Cage a Wild Bird: A
Novel by Brooke Fast; When We Meet Again by Kristin
Harmel; The Bookstore Diaries by Susan Mallery; It Girl
by Allison Pataki; Honeymoon by James Patterson;
Faithful of Heart by Tracie Peterson; Trust No One: A
Thriller by James Rollins; Isles of the Emberdark by
Brandon Sanderson; A Far-Flung Life: A Novel by M.
L. Stedman; The Fox and the Devil by Kiersten White;
Dawn of the North by Demi Winters; Kingdom of Claw
by Demi Winters

Adult Non Fiction:
The Supreme Gift: Love is the Greatest Thing in the

World by Paulo Coelho; A World Appears: A Journey
Into Consciousness by Michael Pollan

Large Print Adult Fiction:
The Astral Library: A Novel by Kate Quinn

Junior Fiction:
Amari and the Metalwork Menace by B. B. Alston;
Minecraft: Wither Without You Volume 2 by Kristen
Gudsnuk; Minecraft: Wither Without You Volume 3 by
Kristin Gudsnuk; Hikaru in the Light! Volume 3 by Mai
Matsuda; Small Wonder by Ross Montgomery; Kilala
Princess: The Collection Book 2 by Rika Tanaka

Young Adult Fiction:
The Sun and the Starmaker by Rachel Griffin; Twist-
ed-Wonderland the Manga: Book of Octavinelle 1 by
Wakana Hazuki; Disney Twisted-Wonderland: Book
of Octavinelle 2 by Wakana Hazuki; Carnival Fantas-
tico by Angela Montoya; Her Hidden Fire by Cliodhna
O’Sullivan

DVDs:
The Carpenter’s Son; Zootopia 2
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Tom Ahearn Electric

& Home Improvement
Residential/ Commercial Electric
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FREE ESTIMATES
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PROUDLY SERVING ALL OF
WARREN, SUSSEX, MONROE,
AND NORTHHAMPTON COUNTIES.

L/ fr’ﬁ“ﬂ.
@E%H’@'L&JEL@

@ ﬁ:f' - M LE-E J@ L J g

PREMIER AND PERSONALIZED SERVICES AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

ERIK J. SCHNEIDER, OWNER/MANAGER, NJ LIC 4928 2 0 0 RT 94 B LA I R STOW N




March 19, 2026

The Free Weekly Press

Page 5

Tails of Valor® Enters a Half-Decade of Donated Billboards in Partnership to Amplify the
Mission of Local Heroes

Tails of Valor®, Paws
of Honor, Inc. is proud
to announce it is enter-
ing a half-decade of stra-
tegic partnership with
Lamar Advertising of
Allentown. Since August
2021, Lamar has served
as a cornerstone partner
in Tails of Valor’s "Jour-
ney With A Purpose®,"
providing high-visibility
digital billboard space to
raise awareness for Vet-
erans and First Respond-
ers seeking non-medici-
nal rehabilitation.

Through this generous
collaboration, Lamar
Advertising has donat-
ed space on 27 rotating
digital billboards across
the Lehigh Valley. This
multi-year commitment
has provided hundreds
of thousands of dollars
in donated advertising,
ensuring that the mission
of Tails of Valor reaches
the community it serves.

A Partnership Rooted in
Service
The connection be-

tween the two organi-
zations is personal. La-
mar’s Vice President and
General Manager, Vic-
toria Hammes, whose
father was a career Air

COMES WITH HOME FRIES

Force pilot, felt a deep
resonance with Tails of
Valor’s mission to sup-
port those living with
Post-Traumatic ~ Stress
Injury (PTSI) and Trau-
matic Brain Injury (TBI).
"Lamar of Allentown is
committed to acting as
a true public service for
the Lehigh Valley com-
munity," said Peter Cole-
man, Senior Account
Executive at Lamar Ad-
vertising. "We view our
role as amplifying the
voices of local non-prof-
its like Tails of Valor. We
are proud to contribute
by providing donated
advertising that increas-
es brand awareness and
shares messages of inspi-
ration, commitment, and
unconditional love."
Visualizing the Impact
The billboards often
feature candid moments
of the human-canine
bond, including power-
ful images of Veterans
who have transformed
their lives through the
program. Because each
Tails of Valor service
dog is named in honor of
a fallen soldier, the mas-
sive roadside displays
serve as a public tribute

to both the fallen and the
living heroes currently
walking their path to re-
covery.

"Lamar’s  consistent
support has been a cor-
nerstone of our growth

as we move into our fifth
year of partnership,"
said Heather Lloyd,
Founder and Executive
Director of Tails of Val-
or. "Their ability to am-
plify our message allows

SUNDAY MARCH 29™ | 10AM

BEERMOSA FLIGHT SPECIAL $16
KRUSHADELIC | ENGIMA | HENRY'S | TEDDY HOPPER

EGGS BENEDICT(2 EGGS)

BLOODY MARY'S

Spicy Hollandaise

Hollandaise

JERSEY BENEDICT
Taylor Ham | Hash Brown |

REGULAR BEMEDICT

Canadian Bacon | English
Muffin | Hollandaise Sauce

LOBSTER BENEDICT
1/2 Lobster Tail | Lobster

HEMINGWAY BENEDICT

$15.00

$15.00

$22.00

$19.00

MARY N THE BOYS

Vodka | Bacon | Two Shrimp

BLOODY MARIA $20.00
Driginal Bloody Mary with
House Tequila & a Pork Tamale

BLOODY BULL $2000

Original Bloody Mary with
House Vodka, AuJus Sauce
& Cowboy Crouton

$21.00
QOriginal Bloedy Mary with House

us to reach the 'whole
person.' When a Veteran
or First Responder sees
those images of hope
while driving, they re-
alize they don’t have to
face their trauma alone.”

2PM

SWEET BITES

FRENCH TOAST

CHICKEN N WAFFLES
Hot Honey

3 Pieces

CRAMNBERRY FOCASIA

BUTTERMILK PANCAKES

TOPPINGS

Championing
Post-Traumatic Growth

As a privately funded
501(c)(3) that receives
no federal funding, Tails
of Valor relies on com-
munity partners like
Lamar to maintain its
commitment to provid-
ing services at no cost
to participants. This
partnership  highlights
a shared dedication to
non-medicinal rehabil-
itation and Post-Trau-
matic Growth, helping
participants  transform
lived experiences into
strength and resilience.

Founded in 2014,
Tails of Valor® pro-
vides rehabilitation
through non-medicinal
canine-assisted service
programs. Their pat-
ented "Journey With A
Purpose®" and "The
Restorative Path" pro-
grams help Veterans,
Law Enforcement, and
Emergency  Personnel
mitigate symptoms of
PTS and TBI. Each ser-
vice canine is named in
honor of a fallen soldier
and is provided at no cost
to the participant.
Learn more at:
sOfValor.org

Tail-

ENTREES

$14.00

£16.00

$£11.00

$2.00 Each

CHILIQUILES
Fried Tortilla | Salsa Verde |

Fried Egg | Grilled Skirt Steak

GRILLED CHICKEMN SANDWICH $16.00

Homemade Croissant | Sauteed
Mushrooms | Smoked Gouda |
Candian Ham | NYS0 Sauce

SOUTH CAROLINA NACHOS $16.00

$22.00

Housecured Salmon Pastrami |

English Muffin | Hollandaise

SMOKED PULLED PORK
BEMNMIES

Biscuits | Poached Egg |
Hollandaise Sauce

$16.00

THICK BACON
Maple Glaze

$16.00

SEASONAL FRUIT BOWL

Mix Of The Freshest Fruits
Of The Season

SCONETRIO
Blueberry | Craisin | Cinnaman

$6.00

$16.00

With Strawberry Jam & Lemon Curd

BASKETS OF CROISSANTS

WINTER SALAD

Butter Lettuce | Poached Pears | Sour Cherries |

Candied Walnuts | Roasted Butternut Squash |
Mal Tai Blue Cheese | Pomegranate Seeds |

BLOODY CAESAR %2100
Original Bloody Mary with
House Vodka, Clamato Juice &
3 Clams on a Half Shell

Banana, Chocolate Chips,
Stawberry, Blueberry

FARM FRESH EGGS
COMES WITH TOAST & HOME FRIES

STARTERS

Served with Jam

$16.00

Maple Cranberry Vinaigrette

AVOCADO TOAST $12.00

Sourdough Bread
Add Egg (Any Stylel 54

$12.00

2 EGGS $12.00

Any Style

3 EGG OMELET
Plain

$16.00

CRABMEAT OMELET
Jumbo Lump

$18.00

CREATE YOUR OWN OMELET

Choices: Egg Whites, Bacon, Ham,

Sausage, Onions, Peppers, Spinach,

Mushrooms, Jalapefos, Cheese

Bacon $4.00
Sausage £6.00

SIDES

KIDS MENU
COMES WITH FRESH FRUIT

$16.00

BBQ Pulled Pork | Poblano Cheese |
Coleslaw | & Garnishes
BH SIGNATURE BURGER

Stout Maple Glaze | Onion Ring |
Applewood Bacon

$20.00

CRISPY EGGPLANT SANDWICH $19.00
Fresh Mozzarella | Spinach | Roasted
Red Peppers | Balsamic Glaze

STEAK N EGG SKILLET $25.00

Peppers N Onions | 2 Eggs [ Any
Style ) Grilled Ny Strip |
Home Fries

$2.00 Each

* Strawberry Jam $2.00
¢ Lemon Curd $2.00
* Topast $3.00

Whire Braad | Sourdeangh | Multgram | Rye

Taylor Ham $5.00
Homefries $6.00
Pastrami $8.00

Corn Beef Hash $8.00

= 1 'Waffle

« 1Eg¢
» 2 Pancakes

BREWERY AND RESTAURANT

45 State Route 94
Blairstown NJ, 07825
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Philadelphia Children’s
Alliance (PCA) will kick
off National Child Abuse
Prevention Month with
" : its annual PREVENT

e ,“’""""”“ “ 8l Conference on Thursday,
& OUNTAIN HoOUSE ‘S8l April 2, 2026 at Braid

FREDON. NJ Mill in Germantown,

i which  connects and

trains leaders in child ad-

vocacy, education, sup-
port, and service.

This year, PREVENT
will feature speakers
from the Zero Abuse
Project, the National
Center for Missing and
Exploited Children, and
forensic interviewers
from the Philadelphia
Children’s Alliance, fol-
lowed by an engaging
workshop led by Change
the Conversation. Like
Philadelphia Children’s
Alliance, these organiza-
tions are all committed
to the safety and heal-
ing of survivors and the

Dine-In + Take-Out * Delivery + Catering Available

(95¢ Delivery Fee)....Call for Delivery Range

Monday-Thursday
2 Large Plain Pizza
$25.95*

Pick-Up or Delivery ONLY. Toppings Extra.

*Cannot combine with any
other offers. Must present
coupons.

610-863-6670 | 510 E. Main St., Pen Argyl

Month

wellbeing and education
of their families and
communities.

Topics for the 2026
PREVENT Conference
will center around is-
sues impacting youth
and young adults and the
factors that increase sus-
ceptibility to abuse both
in the community and in
schools.

Benita Williams, Ex-
ecutive  Director  of
Philadelphia Children’s
Alliance, states, “This
conference gives us an
opportunity to invite pro-
fessionals and communi-
ty leaders into a space
that supports learning,
action, and connection
around the reality of
child sexual abuse and
the many forms it can
take, while enforcing a
shared responsibility to
support  Philadelphia’s
most vulnerable chil-
dren.”

Attendees of the PRE-
VENT Conference in-
clude youth-serving pro-
fessionals, faith-based

community  members,
child advocates, and
anyone who cares for
children and wants to
better understand how
to reduce risks. Mem-
bers of Philadelphia
Children’s Alliance’s
multidisciplinary team,
including representatives
from Philadelphia Po-
lice Department Special
Victims Unit, the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office,
Department of Human
Services, our on-site
medical clinic partners
from St. Christopher’s
Hospital and Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia
are expected to attend.

This conference is just
one of the pillars of
Philadelphia Children’s
Alliance’s extensive
prevention and educa-
tion program, which
serves the Philadelphia
area throughout the year
by providing trainings
and resources to orga-
nizations and groups
throughout the city. Last
year, PCA launched a

Philadelphia Children’s Alliance Announces 2026 Annual Pre-
vent Conference To Kick Off National Child Abuse Prevention

partnership  with  the
School District of Phil-
adelphia, providing an
interactive and age-ap-
propriate  puppet-based
workshop to students
in kindergarten through
third grade, which teach-
es important body safety
concepts and includes a
workshop for caregivers.
Following the PRE-
VENT Conference on
April 2, Philadelphia
Children’s Alliance will
host and participate in
several National Child
Abuse Prevention Month
activities including a
Legislative Event at City
Hall (April 9) and a Pin-
wheel Planting event
(April 10), along with
its annual fundraiser, the
Bear Affair, on Thursday,
May 7, 2026 at the Na-
tional Constitution Cen-
ter.

Visit philachildrensal-
liance.org for more in-
formation on the PRE-
VENT Conference,
April’s events, PCA’s
services, and more.

RUIEES IY@RUIRRIFEE
% DOG GROCMING %
436 S. First St., Bangor

610-599-0454

Laurie Taiber, Owner, Certified Groomer Since 1990

Looking To Hi}e Exerihc L'Gromltle - 'Apply Within
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LOCAL NEWS IS OUR MOST TRUSTED SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE WORLD AROUND US. IT PROVIDES A
SHARED UNDERSTANDING ABOUT WHAT'S HAPPENING IN OUR TOWN HALLS, SCHOOLS, & BUSINESSES.

BUTILOCALINEWSSEEMSITO/BEDISARREARING!

A Decline In Original Reporiing Leads To A Less Informed Public. A Less Informed Public Equals Voter
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Boscola Announces $574,816 PCCD Grant Funding For Nonprofit Security Upgrades & Coun-
ty Criminal Justice Programs

State Senator Lisa M.
Boscola announced to-
day that the PA Com-
mission on Crime and
Delinquency  (PCCD)
awarded grants total-
ing $574,816 to provide
safety and security up-
grades at Greater Shiloh
Church in Easton and
criminal justice funding
for Northampton and Le-
high Counties.

“I am pleased as a Com-
monwealth that we con-
tinue to provide places
of worship grant fund-

ing to ensure their con-
gregations can come to
together in a safer envi-
ronment following the
tragedy at the Tree of
Life Synagogue in Pitts-
burgh,” Senator Boscola
stated. “In this round
Greater Shiloh Church
will receive funding to
provide safety and secu-
rity upgrades and I look
forward to additional
places of worship receiv-
ing such funding in the
future.”
Grants

through  the

programs listed below
were approved today by
PCCD:

State Act 80 Funds

- Northampton County:
2026 Jail Based MAT
Program, $143,876

- Lehigh County: Le-
high County MAT Pro-
gram, $175,832

FY 2025-26 Indigent
Defense Grant Program
Funds

- Northampton County:
$106,808

- Lehigh
ty:$105,965

Coun-

Nonprofit Security
Grant Program

- Shiloh Baptist Church
of Easton: Safety and Se-
curity Upgrades, $42,335

The Nonprofit Securi-
ty Grant Fund Program
was originally passed by
the General Assembly
in the fall of 2019 and
signed into law as Act 83
of 2019. The program
was extended an addi-
tional five years to 2029
by Act 104 of 2022. Un-
der the program, PCCD
is directed to administer

grants to Pennsylva-
nia-based 501(c)(3) non-
profit organizations who
principally serve indi-
viduals, groups or insti-
tutions that are included
within a bias motivation
category for single bias
hate crime incidents as
identified by the FBI’s
2017 Hate Crime Sta-
tistics publication. The
categories include race/
ethnicity/ancestry; reli-
gion; sexual orientation;
disability; gender; and
gender identity.

Poultry Owners Urged to Contlnue Eﬂ‘orts to Combat Avian Influenza

The Pennsylvania De-
partment of Agricul-
ture is reminding poul-
try owners — backyard
flock owners and com-
mercial producers — to
continue taking steps
to protect their birds
from highly patho-
genic avian influenza
(HPAI).

Since the current out-
break began in 2022,
Pennsylvania has lost
more than 14.3 million
birds, with approxi-
mately half of these lost
since the beginning of
2026. Steps to reduce
HPAI risk include:

- Practicing biosecu-
rity every day.

- Wearing clean
clothes, scrub boots
or shoes with disin-
fectants and washing
hands before and after
contact with animals.

- Controlling birds and
rodents that can carry
and spread disease.

- Keeping birds in-
doors whenever pos-
sible and minimizing
contact with wild birds.

- Eliminating standing
water that may attract
wild birds.

Poultry owners should
report sick birds or un-
explained deaths to
717-772-2852. Anyone
encountering sick or
dead wild birds should

o —

b 4
A

contact the Pennsyl-
vania Game Commis-
sion at 1-833-PGC-

WILD. You can find

more information at:

www.aphis.usda.gov/

livestock-poultry-dis-
ease/avian/defend-the-
flock/resources

PCCD met today to ap-
prove Nonprofit Securi-
ty Grant Fund Program,
State Act 80 Funds, FY
2025-26 Indigent De-
fense Grant Program
Funds, Federal STOP Vi-
olence Against Women
Formula Grant Program,
Federal Victims of Crime
Act Funds and Federal
State Opioid Response
Funds. The awards
from these programs
were approved pending
outstanding fiscal or pro-
grammatic concerns.
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St. Luke’s Older Adult Meal Program Isa Blg Hit Among Seniors

Even a frigid cold day
in January after a near-re-
cord snow couldn’t stop
area senior citizens from
heading to St. Luke’s
Anderson Campus in
Northampton County for
their evening meal.

“The food is delicious,
but the main reason we
come is the people,” said
retired physician Ralph
Shields of Bethlehem.
“The friends. We have
friends we get to see here
all the time.”

His wife, Jean Soloi,
was a bit more focused
on the food. “Do they
have a good dessert,” she
asked. “I have to get it
first.”

Dozens of senior citi-
zens turn out every week-
day night to the cafeterias
at 10 St. Luke’s campus-
es to take advantage of
the Older Adult Meal
Program.

Over at Geisinger St.
Luke’s Hospital in Or-
wigsburg, Schuylkill
County, 85-year-old
Clem Utara from nearby
Deer Lake goes 4-5 times
a week depending on the
menu, and gets there ear-
ly to save seats for five

friends so they can all sit
together.

“The food is good,”
he said. “The ambiance
here, the people, the staff,
it just feels nice. I look
forward to it, and to see-
ing everyone.”

For just $3.99, adults
65-and-over receive a nu-
tritious and healthy meal
that includes an entree, a
soup or salad, a side dish,
vegetable, dessert and a
12-ounce drink. All the
meals are prepared fresh
daily, and many of the
ingredients are grown
at the St. Luke’s Rodale
Institute Organic Farm, a
14-acre area that grows
more than 70 varieties
of about 30 types of pro-
duce.

St. Luke’s began the Old-
er Adult Meal Program in
2017, one component of
a broader Senior Health
Program committed to
helping older adults stay
as healthy and indepen-
dent as long as possible.

According to a study in
JAMA, the Journal of the
American Medical Asso-
ciation, about one-third
of older adults reported
feeling lonely or a felt a

GARY
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garyeagle.com
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610-588-1034

Photo caption: Al Gerra,

left, with Michel

Lloyd, enjoy a meal at St. Luke’s Anderson

Campus.

lack of companionship,
with  that percentage
raising the lower their
income. Loneliness and
social isolation increased
the mortality rate by more
than 25%.

“This initiative address-
es many of the needs
outlined in our 2025
Community Health Need
Assessment comprehen-
sively — from access,
healthy fresh food, to
building companionship
for community devel-
opment,” said Rajika
E. Reed, Ph.D., MPH,
M.Ed., Vice President of
Community Health for
St. Luke’s. “Along with
the adults participating
in the meal program, our
partners in the communi-
ty have been overwhelm-
ing positive about the
benefits of this program,
as it serves our senior

population — a group fre-
quently missed.”

The Older Adult Meal
Program, providing af-
fordable nutritious meals
along with social contact,
exemplifies the unique
culture that has made St.
Luke’s the top-ranked
health care system in the
country. In 2025, the U.S.
Department of Health
and Human Services
ranked St. Luke’s #l
ahead of Houston Meth-
odist and Mayo Clinic
as the nation’s top health
system for quality, safety
and patient experience—
an objective recognition
reaffirming St. Luke’s
preeminent position as
a leader among the larg-
est and most respected
health care providers in
the country.

“The food is good and
it’s good company, but

it’s a great value,” said
Butch Cutrona of Plain-
field Township, who was
there with his partner,
Theresa. While often it’s
the relatively low price
of the meals that initial-
ly draws people, it’s the
quality and camaraderie
that keeps them coming
back.

“My  daughter-in-law
told me about this a long
time ago,” Theresa Ro-
throck said. “I never real-
ly thought about coming
until one of the friends I
have breakfast with said
she was coming, so we
came. That was two years
ago, and we’ve been
coming ever since.”

Theresa said that the
friends they meet make
the evening meals spe-
cial. She and Butch attend
almost every weeknight.

“We sit with our friends
and we laugh so much,”
she said. “People say
they want to sit at our ta-
ble because we’re having
so much fun.”

Ralph and Jean said they
attend two or three nights
a week. He is a retired
St. Luke’s family prac-
tice internal medicine
doctor, the middle of a
three-generation chain of
St. Luke’s doctors start-
ing with his father and
now his son.

Ian Russell, the general
manager for Dietary Ad-
ministration at the An-

derson Campus, said they
serve 60-100 Older Adult
meals every day, averag-
ing 63 meals per weekday
over the last year. The
Warren (NJ) Campus led
the way by averaging 80
meals per weekday.

“We get a big crowd,
about 20-30 who are reg-
ulars every day,” he said.
“Some of them get here
well before we are ready
to serve at 4 o’clock.”

Sally Boyer, a Nutrition
Services aide, is the shin-
ing star for the seniors on
Wednesday nights. She
knows everyone’s name
and everyone asks her
what's being served be-
fore they get to the dinner
line.

Hours vary a bit from
campus to campus for the
Older Adult meals, but
they are served on week-
days Monday through
Friday.

Many of the campus-
es also offer an expert
speaker during the meals
one night a month who
speaks on physical or
mental health topics.

Anderson Campus -
4-6:30 pm; Bethlehem
Campus — 4-6 pm; Car-
bon Campus — 4-6 pm;
GSL Campus — 4-6 pm;
Lehighton Campus — 4-6
pm; Miners Campus —
4-6 pm; Monroe Campus
— 4-6 pm; Sacred Heart
Campus — 4-6; Upper
Bucks Campus — 4-6 pm;
and Warren Campus —4-6
pm
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Shapiro Administration Invests over $10 Million to Strengthen Electric Grid Infrastructure

The Pennsylvania De-
partment of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP)
awarded more than $10
million to six companies
to improve electric grid
reliability and resiliency
through the 2026 Penn-
sylvania Grid Resilience
Grants (PA GRG) fund-
ing. The projects will
prevent power outages,
providing more reliabil-
ity for emergency ser-
vices, businesses, and
residents.

“Now more than ever
we need to build infra-
structure that keeps our
power grid reliable and
mitigates challenges such
as climate change-driven
weather events, popula-
tion growth, and aging
infrastructure,” said DEP
Secretary Jessica Shir-
ley. “The Grid Resilience
Grants provide important
funding that brings more
energy jobs, more invest-
ment in our communi-
ties, and a more resilient
and reliable electric grid
to Pennsylvanians.”
Frequent and extend-
ed outages also impact
Pennsylvanian’s  busi-
nesses, health care, emer-
gency response, and utili-
ty services. The PA GRG
funding helps DEP prior-
itize smart investments
to increase the resilience
and reliability of our
electric transmission and
distribution systems.
Over 20,000 Pennsyl-
vanians in nine counties
will experience signif-
icant improvements in
their electric grid resil-
ience and reliability as
a result of this year’s
grants. The work will be
accomplished by over 40

energy sector job types
including: electronic and
general technicians, sys-
tems and electrical engi-
neers, linemen, journey-
men, and apprentices.

Activities in this round
of the PA GRG grant in-
clude installing 100 piec-
es of cutting-edge smart
grid equipment to pro-
vide protection and con-
trol via enhanced system
monitoring to detect and
prevent power outages.

Grants were awarded to:

REA Energy Coopera-
tive, $1,500,000 award:
The rural distribution
system will be upgraded
with over 70 smart grid
technology  equipment
that will reduce outages
to 9,000 rural customers.
This project will decrease
time to restore power and
provide remote outage
detection  capabilities.
Cambria, Indiana, and
Westmoreland counties.

Northwestern Ru-
ral Electric Coopera-
tive, $4,680,655 award:
Northwestern will con-
nect two substations with
high-voltage power lines
to allow for a more con-
tinuous flow of electrici-
ty from these substations
to reduce the number of
outages caused by dis-
ruptive events. This con-
nection will reduce the
number of outages for
the area by 85 percent.
Erie and Crawford coun-
ties.

Borough of Duncannon,
$507,840 award: The
Borough will implement
smart grid technology
to isolate its system and
add a connection point
to loop their distribution
area. This investment

DID YOU KNOW?

Community Newspapers are rated
as the most trusted source of
information about candidates

running for public office - topping

ALL OTHER MEDIA!

YOU CAN COUNT ON US
FOR ALL YOUR LOCAL
NEWS NEEDS!

will reduce outages by 25
percent. Perry County.
Borough of Schuylkill
Haven, $994,746 award:
The borough will pur-
chase an Advanced Me-
tering Infrastructure and
Supervisory Control
Data Acquisition system
(SCADA), providing
data instantly to the bor-
ough. This will reduce
response time to outag-
es and provide resilien-
cy to the community.
Schuylkill County.
Claverack Rural Electric
Cooperative, $2,193,767
award: The rural electric
cooperative will install a
1.5 MW battery energy
system to the substation

. 5 oH G Eas M *u s
* FountaiNn House
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that supplies the county
911 center and other fa-
cilities around the I-81
corridor to reduce outag-
es. The cooperative ex-
perienced several events
in 2024 that resulted in
outages to critical facil-
ities. This project aims
to reduce outages by 44
percent in the worst per-
forming areas. Susque-
hanna County.

Borough of Hatfield,
$355,945, award: The
borough will replace 56
outdated utility poles.
This project will reduce
maintenance and im-
prove resiliency for the
entire  borough while
using  environmentally

22 O _
ch22 Soete

and Help Prevent Power Outages

friendly materials. Mont-
gomery County.

The PA GRG Program
is funded under the In-

frastructure Investment
and Jobs Act (IIJA) Grid
Resilience  State/Tribal
Formula Grant Program.
This year’s $10 million
PA GRG awards will

leverage a total $3 mil-

7-10pm

it
INDOORI .L[I
CORNEIGIER

lion awardee cost share.
This is PA GRG’s sec-
ond round of funded
projects. All awards are
pending U.S. Department
of Energy’s confirmation.
For more information
on PA GRG, please see
DEP’s Pennsylvania Grid
Resilience Grant Pro-
gram webpage.
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Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary?

Mary E. Stone
Stone Associates
Landscape Design
& Consulting,
Blairstown, NJ

Hello, fellow readers,

Some walks hap-
pen deep in the woods,
where the quiet invites
reflection. Other walks
take place along country
roads where the stories
are different—but no
less revealing.

Jolee and I often
walk along the road
near my home. It’s not
the prettiest time of year
when snow melts away,
revealing litter thrown
out of windows.

Many castaways
are alcoholic beverages
—spiked seltzers, beer
cans, and tiny bottles
of cinnamon whiskey.
Seeing them makes me
wonder about the sto-
ries behind them. Were
they tossed intentional-
ly to hide a habit from
someone at home? Or
discarded without any
thought — buggering
up the roadside drain-

age system. Or forever
lingering in the woods,
maybe ingested by wild-
life, causing them harm.

Rather than being
frustrated by it, as [ used
to be, I pick it up during
road walks. I’ve learned
that tending small things
helps steady the heart
during unsettled times.
Picking up what doesn’t
belong reminds us that
we can make the world
a little better, even when
life feels messy or un-
certain.

I think of it as weed-
ing out undesirables
in the garden of life.
There’s even a name
for the practice of col-
lecting litter while out
and about—plogging if
you’re jogging, plalking
if you’re walking, and
pliking if you’re hiking.

Being part of the
solution shifts anger and
frustration into positive
change. Imagine if we
all did just that.

Thankfully, there
is beauty beyond the
litter, too. During the
anomaly of overly warm
days in the high 70s,
as if on cue, the snow-
drops popped out of the
ground. One day, they
weren’t there. The next
day they were.

Snowdrops (Galan-
thus) are those deli-
cate white flowers that
push through winter’s
last frost like tiny bells
nodding toward spring.

They’re also called Can-
dlemas Bells because
they often bloom near
the Christian holiday of
Candlemas on Febru-
ary 2nd. According to
legend, after Adam and
Eve were banished from
the Garden of Eden and
Eve grew weary of end-
less winters, an angel
fashioned  snowdrops
to assure her winter
wouldn’t last forever —
symbolizing hope as the
first flowers to appear.

I’ve often wondered
how the ones along the
road arrived there. Per-
haps someone planted
them, though it seems
unlikely. Maybe they
were moved by birds,
or perhaps scattered by
angels. No matter how,
seeing them always lifts
my heart. Nature has a
way of delivering en-
couragement  exactly
when we need it.

Jolee had her own
moment of enthusiasm
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during that walk. She
suddenly dropped and
rolled in a spot where
my previous dog, Miss
Ellie Mae, used to roll.
It was one of those
small reminders that life
moves forward while
still holding the mem-
ories of those we love
who once walked beside
us.

A little farther along
the road, we passed a
small pond. A thin layer
of ice still clung to the
center, but the edges had
melted in the warmth.
There, moving slowly
through the weeds, was
a hand-sized snapping
turtle—as if inspecting
to see whether spring
had truly arrived. 1
couldn’t get a photo of
the little guy, but it made
me think of my beloved
brother Bill, who had an
affinity for turtles.

The Canada geese
seem to be conducting
their own inspections,
too. Their calls over-
head these mornings an-
nounce that ponds and
lakes are reopening for
landings.

Cor

Meanwhile, other
signs of growth are ap-
pearing. Daffodil foli-
age is pushing through
the soil in my front gar-
den; despite the recent
upheaval caused by the
construction of a new
boulder wall, I adore
replacing the telephone
poles once there. Some
bulbs were disturbed
during the work, so it
will be fun to see where
they decide to emerge
this year.

Gardens, like life,
have a way of rearrang-
ing themselves. Lately,
I’m reminded that even
when life rearranges
more than we expect,
something hopeful is
waiting just beneath
the surface. And per-
haps that is one of the
wisdoms the shift from
late winter to early
spring offers us. After
disruption, growth re-
turns. Sometimes in the
most unexpected plac-
es.

Garden Dilemmas?
AskMaryStone.com or
tune in on your favorite
podcast app.
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Letter to the Editior: Summary of the March 9, 2026 - Knowlton Township Committee Meeting

Executive Session:

The Committee held an
executive session at the
beginning of the meeting
to interview applicants
for an open position.

JCP&L  Representa-
tive Amy Overman,
who works in the Mu-
nicipal Affairs section
of JCP&L, discussed
improvements to the
Township’s electric grid
that are planned by the
company and respond-
ed to questions from the
Committee and the audi-
ence. She was asked to
speak in response to nu-
merous complaints from
residents about the reli-
ability of their electric
service.

Ms. Overman stated that
JCP&L was undertak-
ing a significant invest-
ment in infrastructure in
Knowlton Township, fo-
cusing primarily on the
distribution side of the
grid, from substations to
homes.

She explained that
Knowlton is served by
circuits coming out of
four substations: the
Blairstown, Columbia,
Kittatinny and Pequest
substations. The substa-
tion for the Columbia
transmission line is lo-
cated in Pennsylvania
and is operated by a sis-
ter company of JCP&L,
Met-Ed.

Ms. Overman recog-
nized that residents have
legitimate =~ complaints
and emphasized that
JCP&L has embarked on
an extensive program to
improve the infrastruc-
ture of the system by up-
grading equipment and
having a more flexible
tree cutting policy which
allows off-cycle tree cut-
ting between the sched-
uled four-year forestry
maintenance cycle.

Ms. Overman men-
tioned a number of other
steps that are being tak-
en to increase the reli-
ability and redundancy
of the system. These in-
clude replacing standard
poles with storm-rated
poles, installing six ad-

ditional “Trip Saver”
smart fuses that auto-
matically restore pow-
er once a line is clear,
thereby saving time and
a trip by a lineman to do
the work manually, and
generally upgrading the
infrastructure.  Adding
lines for redundancy on
the Columbia circuit and
installing a completely
new Kittatinny circuit
are also planned for this
year. A JCP&L lineman,
who accompanied Ms.
Overman, noted that
these are the most exten-
sive set of improvements
to Knowlton’s grid that
he has seen in 17 years
with the company.

After Ms. Overman’s
presentation, the Town-
ship Committee and
members of the public
asked questions. The
Committee thanked Ms.
Overman for improving
communication between
the Township Commit-
tee and JCP&L and for
being accessible and re-
sponsive at any hour.

One member of the au-
dience expressed frus-
tration that her house
on Lime Kiln Road had
experienced around 14
outages in the last year.
Another resident, on the
same road, reported that
his house had low volt-
age for much too long
until it was finally deter-
mined that the cause was
a defective voltage regu-
lator on the line. A third,
who lived on Delaware
Road related how a fall-
ing tree knocked out his
service and, when it was
restored, a surge caused
over $1,000 worth of
damage to a number
of different appliances.
He asked JCP&L for
compensation. They re-
sponded that the damage
was not their fault and
declined to compensate
him.

A representative from
Knowlton Fire and Res-
cue commented on an
incident in which the
squad was protecting the
public from a potential-
ly dangerous downed

wire. The squad had to
wait 11 %5 hours before
JCP&L personnel ar-
rived to ensure the site
was safe. The KTFR
member emphasized that
he had great respect for
the JCP&L line crews,
who are highly dedicat-
ed and professional, and
like the Knowlton squad,
often work in extreme
and dangerous condi-
tions, but he said that a
11 Y2-hour wait is unac-
ceptable. Ms. Overman
agreed that such a wait
was excessive.

Ms. Overman pledged
to look into these com-
plaints.
Committeewoman
Starrs noted later in the
meeting that she and
Deputy Mayor Baley
were attending a meet-
ing with the NJ Board
of Public Utilities to dis-
cuss Knowlton’s electric
grid later in the week.
Ordinances

A number of ordinances
were introduced. Two or-
dinances amended rules
for administering the
Township’s low-income
housing obligation so
that they are consistent
with the State’s revised
regulations. The votes to
introduce the ordinances
were all unanimous.
Perhaps the most sig-
nificant ordinance dis-
cussed was designed to
prohibit data centers in
Knowlton = Township.
The ordinance was pre-
pared by the Warren
County Board of Com-
missioners for use by
towns that would like to
avoid these controversial
facilities. The Township
attorney will review the
proposed ordinance to
be sure that it is thorough
before it is introduced.
School Consolidation/
Regionalization

The Committee passed
a resolution expressing
support for the School
Regionalization Effi-
ciency Program ad-
ministered by the NJ
Department of Commu-
nity Affairs that provides
grants to schools to study

Have 'Z/m Recwﬂy Loit A
Loved One?

We run obituaries to help spread the word to
the community about the services for your
beloved family members.

.

Contact Us at: thepressads@gmail.com
for details on pricing

the feasibility of consoli-
dating their schools.

In expressing support
for the resolution, Com-
mitteewoman Starrs not-
ed that the Knowlton El-
ementary School has lost
over $1,000,000 in State
funding since 2018. A
school can, in some cas-
es, raise the 2% limit on
a tax increase without
voter approval, and last
year, the elementary
school did so. Commit-
teewoman Starrs said
that Knowlton has the
fifth highest tax rate
in the County and that
schools are driving the
rate up.

The Committee passed
the resolution unani-
mously, noting that the
application itself must
be submitted by the
schools and all schools
in the potential consoli-
dation must agree to par-
ticipate. Ms. Starrs said
she had been in touch
with the elementary
school superintendent,
who shared the grant
with their board. She
also emphasized that if
the schools in the North
Warren cluster apply for
the grant, they would not
be obligated to act on the
results of the feasibility
study. The study would
simply present possible
options and outline po-
tential savings; it would
not require the schools
to move forward with
consolidation.

Public Comment

A resident who sup-
ports the initiative to
bring back the railroad
on the former Lack-
awanna right of way,
spoke during the public

comment portion of the
meeting. He said that
he felt people at the last
Township ~ Committee
meeting might have got-
ten the wrong impression
that it is possible that the
freight trains might run
on the re-established
Lackawanna cut-off. The
resident  categorically
denied that freight trains
would run on the refur-
bished cut-off, although
they do run on the tracks
in Pennsylvania.

At that meeting, Com-
mitteewoman Starrs
she said listened to the
recording of the pub-
lic meeting on the sub-
ject to be sure that she
had heard it correctly.
She confirmed that the
railway project repre-
sentative did say they
were looking to have a
“harmonious marriage”
of freight and passen-
ger service. Despite that
comment, she added
that she hoped that Mr.
Walsh’s assessment is
correct.

Locks

The Committee autho-
rized the purchase of
new locks with keys that
can’t be copied for mu-
nicipally-owned build-
ings at a cost of $7,262.
The members favoring
the purchase pointed out
that the existing keys
can be duplicated lead-
ing to a large number
of unauthorized keys
in circulation which is
a security concern. In
addition, they point out
that the large number of
different keys required
to access all the locks in
Township buildings is
cumbersome. Many of

the new locks would use
the same key. Mr. Maz-
za said that he thought
the purchase would save
money in the long run.

Those opposed to the
purchase pointed out the
high cost, especially giv-
en our current economy,
and that the present situ-
ation, although not ideal,
was tolerable. The pur-
chase was authorized by
a vote of 3-2 with Com-
mittee members Shipps,
Mazza and Baley voting
yes.

. Spring Cleanup

The spring cleanup will
be from June 1 to June
6. Vouchers should be
available at the Knowl-
ton Municipal Building

in May.
Community Day &
250th Celebration

Community day has
been scheduled for Oc-
tober 3, 2026, and will
incorporate a celebration
of America’s 250th an-
niversary. Mayor Shipps
suggested the formation
of a resident subcommit-
tee to help plan events.
Residents interested in
joining should email
Knowlton office assis-
tant Maryann Gingerelli
to express their interest
at administrativeasst@
knowlton-nj.com.

-Rene Mathez

*Please note the sum-
maries are intended
only to inform residents
of issues that might be
of interest to them. The
summaries are not the
official minutes and
have not been approved
by the Township Com-
mittee. They reflect the
views of the author only.

610-863-3938

f Visit our " acebook page and website www.speersmeats.com.
You can place orders in person, or by phone!

Thursday & Friday 10-6, Saturday 8-2

" ). ~ Warmer Weather Is On

e S |
e, S,

DIRECTIONS: From Bangor: Delabole Rd., Make Le
From Wind Gap: 3rd St., make left onto Delabole Rd., Right onto Merwarth Rd., Left onto Gum Rd.

The Horizon. Get Ready
To Fire Up Your Grill
With The BEST
Cuts of Meat!

I\, Miracle Ear

You and M

FREE Amplifit hearing test,
Only at Miracle-Ear.

Miracle Ear Center

Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)

Miracle Ear

1343 Blue Valley Drive,
Pen Argyl, PA 18072

610-588-3383

ft onto Heimer Rd., and Right onto Gum Rd.

1619 N. Ninth Street,
Stroudsburg, PA 18360

570-476-9949
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From The Desk Of Senator Rosemary Brown - Wildcat Ridge Conditional Use
Hearing in Archbald

This week, I attended
the Wildcat Ridge con-
ditional use hearing in
Archbald to listen direct-
ly to residents and fully
understand the concerns
surrounding the pro-
posed project. Unfortu-
nately, public comment
was cut short before I
had the opportunity to
speak. Regardless, hear-
ing directly from resi-
dents during the public
comment period and

having personal conver-
sations with many of you
is critical my work.

While  Pennsylvania
law ultimately gives
municipalities authority
over land-use decisions,
it is my responsibili-
ty at the state level to
ensure we have strong
safeguards in place that
protect residents, natu-
ral resources, and local
infrastructure. Respon-
sible development re-

quires careful planning,
transparency, and a com-
mitment to putting our
communities first.

Northeast Pennsylvania
has increasingly become
a target for large-scale
data center development
proposals. While these
projects may present
economic opportunities,
they also raise serious
questions about water
usage, energy demand,
land use, and long-term

QQ

ot

VA
HVAC

Heat/& AClInstall & System

¢ 0‘?’}

Replacements, & Service

Gall Us Today: 610-199-0629

impacts on our com-
munities. I have heard
from hundreds of resi-
dents across Lackawan-
na, Monroe, and Wayne
counties who share these
same concerns.

Thatis why I introduced
a “Residents First” leg-
islative package to bring
greater transparency and

accountability to the
data center development
process. My proposals
would require devel-
opers to provide “will-
serve” letters confirm-
ing that water, sewer,
electric, and other infra-
structure can support a
project at full build-out
before a formal appli-

cation is submitted. The
legislation would also
require an independent
third-party water impact
study at least 30 days
prior to any formal ap-
plication, ensuring com-
munities have a clear un-
derstanding of how these
facilities could affect lo-
cal resources.

In addition, my propos-
als would limit large-
scale data center de-
velopment to properly
zoned industrial areas
and direct the Legisla-
tive Budget and Finance
Committee to study the
long-term viability of
this rapidly evolving
technology. These steps
are designed to ensure
decisions are based on
clear data and responsi-
ble planning, not rushed
development.

'Spting: a lovely 1omindetr of haw
beaudiful charge can budy be. ’

—Olyderioun

ENTER OURKED 4
FACEBOO

Like Our Facebook Page, then
Submit a Video Showcasing Your
business, Now - April 3rd!
The Video with the most likes will
Receive a FREE 1/4 page Ad In Our
Paper! So Be Sure To Share!

www.thepressnewsonline.com | www.facebook.com/ThePRESSNewsOnline
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Assembly Transportation Committee Passes Bill Cracking Down on Illegal Limo Operators

New Jersey residents
conveniently  booking
for-hire rides online are
unknowingly being ex-
posed to harm by a grow-
ing number of unlicensed
limo operators.

The Assembly Trans-
portation Committee on
Monday took steps to
protect drivers and pas-
sengers from the illegal
chauffeur industry by
clearing a bill (A1552),
sponsored by Assembly-
man Michael Inganam-
ort, increasing penalties
for certain limousine law
violations.

“Legitimate limo driv-
ers must pass criminal
background checks and
purchase a $1.5 million

insurance policy, but ille-
gal operators are skirting
these safety regulations
while also bypassing
wage and tax laws. They
are increasingly under-
mining professional
limo services and put-
ting unwitting passen-
gers and their drivers in
harm’s way,” Inganamort
(R-Morris) said. “Cur-
rently, penalties are low
compared to the potential
profits these illegal op-
erations can rake in, so
raising the fines and con-
sequences for violations
should help deter some of
these bad actors.”

The bill increases penal-
ties for a third and subse-
quent violation of the fol-

lowing: operating a limo
without a license issued
by a municipality, driv-
ing a limo without a valid
license, failing to carry
the right insurance poli-
cy, exceeding the limo’s
seating capacity, not hav-
ing special registration
plates, or not properly
inspecting the limo. Vi-
olators would be subject
to a $7,500 fine, a six-
month driver’s license
suspension, and vehicle
impoundment.

The Chauffeured Trans-
portation Association
of New Jersey has doc-
umented several cases
of unlicensed operators
advertising on online
platforms and providing

for-hire transportation in
New Jersey. Several un-
licensed drivers believed
they were adequately in-
sured simply by increas-
ing their personal policy
limits, demonstrating a

widespread  misunder-
standing of coverage re-
quirements, as most per-

WERNER TRANSMISSION

“Full Service Shop - Transmissions and more”

Racing and Domestic

PA State Inspections / Emissions _
Brakes - Oil Changes - Exhaust - Much More

259 E. Central Ave.,
East Bangor, PA

Open Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm

610-599-1605

WL

sonal auto policies have a
for-hire exclusion. There-
fore, passengers are being
exposed to uninsured op-
erators, while drivers face
life-altering risks with no
safety net.

“Unlicensed limo oper-
ators tend to target enter-
tainment and sports ven-

ues, and airports, which
means many areas in New
Jersey are prime targets.
To protect the public,
drivers, and legal chauf-
feur businesses, New Jer-
sey’s limo laws need to be
updated, and that is what
this bill does,” Inganam-
ort said.

Logg’s RoorinG & SipING

Low Cost Roorin SYSTEM

Bawwy Lol
Dnee Cstimates

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SLATE * METAL * SHINGLES
GoobYEAR RUBBER ROOFS

5” & 6” ALUMINUM
SEAMLESS GUTTERS

P: 610-588-7452 C: 610-533-9454 F: 610-588-9192

HUNTERS 1.0D6E RESTHURANT & MOTEL

64 Rt. 46, Columbia, NJ * 908-475-0060 - We Are Open 11am-11pm < 7 Days a Week

Motel Rooms:
$105/Night;
$500/Week;

$1,150/Mo.

Includes: A/C & Heat,
WiFi, Dish Network,
Trash, Parking,
Small Fridge
& Microwave.

Call 610-888-6613

P -

serving Breakfast

Like Us onléacebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJ

Martini Monday!

$5 Wells
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A BUDGET FRIENDLY WAY TO
PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS WITH US

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ONLINE ONLY ADVERTISING!
Run your business on our website
only, in our featured ads section,

for as little as $15/week
Larger ads are $25/week

Contact Melissa to get started!

thepressads@gmail.com

EASTER BUNNY! |

(Bring Your Own Camera) | § :

v \\\\ J Free Estimates | Fully Insured S

W TREE WORK| Keeeot e,

) | (TOWN HALL ..
TRIMMING - REMOVAL - STORM DAMAGE - FIREWooD A== ﬂtZPM

= PAVILION

STUMP GRINDING - CHIPPING - WE D0 SLATE REPAIRS! [lho SN RGMRLLL DATE: MARCH ﬁ

24 Hr. Emergency For Fast Service, Call:

& siorm Damage Service  H: 610-599-6882 T
Gall for Discount C: 610-442-2996 ALL AGES! REGISTRAT!DN STARTS 1:45 PM

Craig Wickett POUARSGE] | CATEGORIES FORDIFFERENTAGES  TREATS! W5
L/ \ it i
CraigWickettTreeWork.com - ‘

local Business @irector

Promote Your Business in the Business Directory for ONLY $230 for 12 Weeks
Call 6105991952 or email thenressads@2gmail.com to get started Todav!

ADVERTISE | [t

TIM VICARIO'S
Handy Man Service

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS

Painting - Carpentry » !
Minor Plumbing - Decks I Ry _
Bathroom & | We Buy/Gold & Diamonds & R
Kitchen Remodeling ‘Repairs Done on Premises® el &
SEm
!

INSURED FREE ESTIMATES | 14K Gold » P%atznum Silver.

- ? Faarn] | ’i Diamonds & Gemstones Ask Mary !
JERAEM DY el , & _ tone Associates
Call Tim Vicario 4 Mafkg&gj%‘%‘égﬁem’ NJ | Landscape Design & Consulting

610-988-1620 [N V-F 9:30-4:30; Sa, 9:30-2 908-362-6617

ONLY $230 FYESKA 3| |

4 SEPTIC SERVICE 4 E2Es

For 12 $484.764-6351* (€
Call Henry Today! 908-203-1200
WEEks ' i : Low Price | Fast Service
‘ Your Local “Mom & Pop” Shop

sepii‘ Tﬂ n h Since: Befm‘e You Were Born

Pumping & Repairs mperated
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Office & Lot for
Rent - Rt. 512, Pen
Argyl. $1,600/mo
includes utilities.
Text 484-542-8579

with Name,
Address &
Business Use. Will
Respond to Text

Help Wanted

Siding, Roofer, and
Window Installer.
Experienced only.

Must have drivers li

cense. Work available
immediately. Call
Comunale Construction
at 610-588-6715 Ts

CDL DRIVERS Part Time Tree Helper
& LABORERS Wanted! Must Have
WANTED Valid DL. Call

Henry Yeska & 610-588-1034
Son Septic
Service Is Now Help Wanted
Hiring CDL Must Have Taken
Drivers Class CDL Endorsment
A & B and Class Aor B
Laborers. Full Benefits Offered
Time & Part Time & Vacation Time
positions available. Apply by Calling
Experience 610-759-3290
preferred but not
required. Will scH:c?l‘.N Blllllgu:lgvms
train on the job. S n
Please call P & S Endorsments
- Will Train.
the office at Call 973-383-2786
610-759-3290. stockerbus@gmail.com

Classifieds

Pen Argyl Area School District has a full-time aide and a
part-time aide position available!
Submit letter of interest and resume to:
Pen Argyl Area School District
Attn: Mrs. Mary Dillon, 1620 Teels Road, Pen Argyl, PA
18072 or email dillon.mary@penargylsd.org
APPLICATION DEADLINE: When position is filled

Position for oil
burner service
tech! Must have
experience in oil
burner cleanings,
service, and air
conditioning.
Blairstown &
Belvidere areas.
Call: 908-362-8910

We Are Looking To Hire
ol An Experienced Groomer g .
To Join Our Team ¢
Apply in Person At:
Ruff-ly Purr-fect

436 S 1st St.
Bangor, PA 18013
or by calling
Laurie at:
(610) 599-0454

Please PRINT Your Ad Information Below

Two inches

(actual size shown here)

I L] L] —_—— _—— _—— ] ] | L] L] _—— _—— _—— 1
Classified Ad Order Form
I Non-commercial classified ads (Misc., Vehicles, Recreation, Wanted, Pets, Yard |
Sales) are $5 per week, per inch (1.8” W x 1" H). There is no charge for Free .
I items. Services, Rentals, Real Estate, Homes For Sale and Help Wanted ads are AdS Wlth I
$15 per week, per inch. Please specifiy the category in which your ad should Photos!
I appear, the size your ad should be (boxes on right), and how many weeks your I
ad will run. Please PRINT ad information. $1 8 |
NAME: I
PHONE: One inch I
ADDRESS: (actual size shown here) |
CATEGORY: I
WEEKS RUNNING: AMOUNT PAID: I

CLASSIFIEDS MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN NOON ON
FRIDAY IN ORDER TO BE PRINTED IN THE UPCOMING EDITION.

All classified ads must be paid in full, in advance. Credit cards are NOT accepted for charges less than I
$25 Classifieds may be submitted by mail: The PRESS Classifieds 106 Kline, St. Bangor PA 18013;

email: thepressads@gmail.com or fax: 610-599-1185.Classifieds are NOT accepted by. phone I
Help Wanted ads are free for current advertisers.
Make Checks Payable to: The Free Weekly Press, LLC

_—_—_—_—_—_—_J

AMS is an online distribution platform. We are needing
someone with FEDEX, UPS and DHL shipping
knowledge. The job will be sorting / organizing, counting
and loading merchandise strategically in preparation for
shipments. This is a 'PULL-PACK-SHIP' position.
Shipments will be domestic and international.

You must also receive incoming stock efficiently to
effectively fulfill orders from our online store. There are
general cleaning duties to achieve warehouse
appearance standards for safety requirements. Training
for the position will be in New Jersey in the vicinity of
Morristown for approximately 3 - 4 months. The hours of
operation are 8:30 am to 5 pm for Pennsylvania.
When responding to this job offer, please leave your
name, phone number and email address.

Compensation: $19.00 / hour
Experience level: entry level
Job Title: Warehouse Position

PA & NJ Roofing,
Siding, & Pella
Windows. Free
Estimates, Lic-

esnsed & Insured.

PA: 610-716-0533,

PA199715.
NJ: 908-531-2486,
NJ13VHO0857300

FINDER S (ZOLLEGTION S
STORAGE DISCO\/ERIES

L__-!ﬂb

WE ARE CURRENTLY BUYING
GoLD & SILVER BULLION ¢ COINS

CURRENCY °

ESTATES ¢ ANTIQUES

COLLECTIBLES ¢ SPORTS CARDS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE ESTATES

HONEST & TRANSPARENT
PRICING YOU CAN TRuUsST!

NOW AT OUR NEW LOCATION!
128 RT. 94, BLAIRSTOWN, NJ

NEXT To THE TRACTOR SUPPLY!
EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

908-535-4004

PRIVATE/APPOINTMENTS/JAVAILABLE
We'DoJHouse'Clean[Outs!
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Spécial Easter Pricing:
AL, New - April 2nd

full Page Ads: $300 | Half Page Ads: $200
Quarter Page Ads: $100

3x5 ads: $80 | 3x3 ads: $68 .

2x3 ads: $40 2x2 ads: $25 W 'I.

Ig* ﬂiml otg!i ',;1

15 Teday It Sells FAST;

‘O

Now Is The Time To Get Your Ads for
- Egg Hunts, Easter Crafts Shews. Binges & Mere!
~ Contact Us at thepressads@gmail.cem

. or 484-988-0969 for: details




