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gmail.com

www.thepressnewsonline.com  |  www.facebook.com/ThePRESSNewsOnline

READY, SET, RECORD!READY, SET, RECORD!
Enter our Facebook Video Contest For A Chance To Win a FREE 1/4pg Ad!Enter our Facebook Video Contest For A Chance To Win a FREE 1/4pg Ad!

Rules to Enter: Like our Facebook Page. Submit a Video on our page and share it to yours.
The Video with the most likes by April 30th will win!

The Slate Belt Cham-
ber of Commerce is 
pleased to announce the 
following 2026 Scholar-
ship Award winners:
Pen Argyl Area High 

School – Ella Mama-
na; Bangor Area High 
School – Liam Hayes; 
Faith Christian School 
– Daniella Fortuna; and 
Career Institute of Tech-
nology – Abigail Cole-
man.
The Frederick R. Cur-

cio Jr. Scholarship 
Award winner is Bangor 
Area High School stu-
dent Alexander Hobson-
Garcia.

The winners will be 
recognized, and schol-
arships presented at an 
awards dinner Tuesday, 
May 12th at 6:00pm at 
Tuscarora Inn & Con-
ference Center in Mount 
Bethel. Registration for 
this event can be com-
pleted on www.slate-
beltchamber.org/events
The Chamber scholar-

ship committee thanks 
the many hardworking 
students that applied 
this year and wish all se-
niors the best of luck as 
they enter this new and 
exciting chapter after 
high school!

Slate Belt Chamber of Com-
merce Proudly Announces 
2026 Scholarship Winners

Bangor Area High School 
Puts On An Exceptional 
Rendition Of The Phantom 

of The Opera

The Bangor Area High School Theatre De-
partment chose “The Phantom of The Op-
era” as their Spring Musical this year, which 
ran April 17th - April 19th, and what a show! 
The Phantom was played by Nicholas Jan-
neck and Christine Daaé was played by 
Mckayla Angus. The entire cast and crew 
put on an exceptional performance. Photo 
by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Pen Argyl Hosts Bangor in Slate Belt Rivalry 
Track and Field Meet

Pen Argyl took on Bangor in Girls & Boys Track and Field on April 
14th. The Pen Argyl boys beat Bangor, 88 to 62, and the Pen Ar-
gyl girls also won, 81 to 69. Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly 
Press
Local Non-Profit Celebrates 20 Years of Help-

ing Children 
 Tri County Care Man-

agement Organization 
(TCCMO) marked 20 
years of service to youth 
and families in Warren, 
Hunterdon and Som-
erset Counties in a big 
way, with a special anni-
versary celebration last 
month.
 For the past two de-

cades, TCCMO has 
worked alongside many 
dedicated partners to 
support youth with com-
plex behavioral, emo-
tional, social, devel-
opmental, and mental 
health needs. Its vision 
has always been to help 
build a healthier com-
munity where youth and 
families can thrive. To 

facilitate that, TCCMO 
takes a family-focused 
and community-based 
leadership role in sup-
porting those needs.

 With over 120 people 
in attendance, guests 
included community 
partners and supportive  
TCCMO cont’d on pg 2 

 Pen Argyl Takes On Palmerton High School 
In Baseball

Pen Argyl went head to head against Palmerton High School in 
baseball on April 13th, however, Palmerton defeated Pen Argyl, 1 to 
0. Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press
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Mailing Address: 
PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013
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PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013

FRIDAYFRIDAY

Call Us 484-988-0969

A BUDGET FRIENDLY WAY TO 
PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS WITH US

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ONLINE ONLY ADVERTISING!

Run your business on our website
only, in our featured ads section,

for as little as $15/week
Larger ads are $25/week

Contact Melissa to get started!
thepressads@gmail.com

LET’S TALK ADVERTISING!LET’S TALK ADVERTISING!

 legislators, current 
and former families, 
along with TCCMO 
Board members, staff, 
and management team 
members. They joined 
together to recognize 
and celebrate the lasting 
impact of their collec-
tive efforts on the lives 
of youth and families 
across their community.
 After a short welcome 

message, Deja Amos, 
TCCMO Chief Devel-
opment Officer, intro-
duced the first speaker, 
Jack Auzinger. He is 
serving his first term 
on the TCCMO Board 
of Directors and works 
with the DCF (NJ De-
partment of Children 
and Families) Youth 

TCCMO
Continued from page 1

Council, advocating for 
youth voices. Auzinger 
is also a student at Rut-
gers Newark.
 James Parauda, TC-

CMO Chief Executive 
Officer, shared a brief 
history of Tri County, 
noting that TCCMO 
was incorporated and 
started serving families 
in 2006. Back then there 
were 3,000 children 
statewide in the system 
of care. Today there 
are over 18,000 chil-
dren receiving services 
through CMOs. In 2006, 
TCCMO only had 200 
families as part of its 
contract. By 2012 that 
number grew to about 
430 families. Over time 
even more families 
were in need of help 
with over 900 children 
in Warren, Hunterdon 
and Somerset currently 

being served.      
Parauda presented Sen-

ator Andrew Zwicker 
the Youth Mental Health 
Award. Zwicker noted, 
“I am honored to accept 
an award from the Tri 
County CMO. This or-
ganization is dedicated 
to supporting youth fac-
ing mental health chal-
lenges and the work 
they do makes a real dif-
ference for the children 
who need it most. I’m 
proud to be a partner in 
their mission.”
 Zwicker’s introduc-

tion into mental health 
and substance abuse is-
sues came from a par-
ent he met early in his 
career. This person ex-
plained the many chal-
lenges parents face. He 
knew that whether it 
was through legislation 
or joining the Disability 

Caucus, he wanted to be 
part of making the lives 
of people facing a vari-
ety of issues better. He is 
a true advocate for men-
tal health support, ac-
tively addressing mental 
health crises through 
legislative action and 
funding. “I am deeply 
troubled by the grow-
ing number of children 
and teenagers strug-
gling with their mental 
health,” said Zwicker. 
“We can, and we must, 
do more to ensure those 
in need of care are able 
to get it.”
 Other legislators in at-

tendance were Assem-
blymen John DiMaio 
and Erik Peterson, as 
well as Elliot Schneier, 
representating Assem-
blywoman Mitchelle 
Drulis.
 Speakers also includ-

ed Leslie Brusser, for-
mer TCCMO chair, and 
Joey Lannigan, formerly 
enrolled in CMO as a 
youth.
“I was given chances to 

figure things out for my-
self,” Lannigan recalled. 
“I had people who knew 
what I needed, but they 
gave me the time and 
the tools to figure it out 
for myself.” Lannigan, a 
long-time country mu-
sic aficionado, writes, 
sings, and plays guitar. 
He recently signed a 
record deal and will be 
touring from Florida to 
Vermont for two months 
in the fall with his band 

Joey Lannigan and The 
Spirits. 
The celebration’s spon-

sors – EPIC Insurance 
Brokers & Consultants 
and Clifton Larson Al-
len LLP – were recog-
nized, along with a long 
list of community part-
ners. Among the staff 
members highlighted 
for their many years of 
service was Nicole Rus-
so, TCCMO community 
engagement coordina-
tor, who has been with 
TCCMO for 19 years. 
 The event, held at 

Beaver Brook Coun-
try Club in Annandale 
on March 26, included 
two outstanding vocal 
performances by two 
young performers, one 
of whom is currently 
in the CMO. They re-
ceived standing ova-
tions from the bois-
terous audience. The 
youngsters study at the 
Sounds of Tomorrow, a 
vibrant community ded-
icated to inspiring artis-
tic expression and fos-
tering personal growth 
based in Somerset. 
 While the celebra-

tion was cause to reflect 
on 20 years of service, 
TCCMO is also look-
ing ahead as they begin 
their third decade of 
supporting youth and 
their families. Parauda 
stated, “Tri County 
CMO is proud of our 
past 20 years and looks 
forward to our future as 
a member of the Asso-

ciation of New Jersey 
Care Management Or-
ganization. Our hope is 
to have all families in 
need access CMO ser-
vices.” 
 For those who want 

to get involved, tax 
deductible donations 
may be made to Tri 
County CMO – online 
at tricountycmo.org or 
by check payable to 
Tri County CMO and 
mailed to Tri County 
CMO, Attn: Deja Amos, 
Chief Development Of-
ficer, 3040 Rt. 22, Suite 
210, Branchburg, NJ 
08876
 Tri County Care Man-

agement Organization 
is a 501(c) designated 
organization contracted 
with the New Jersey 
Department of Children 
and Families (NJ DCF).
 Visit www.tricounty-

cmo.org for much more 
information on its myri-
ad services.
Founded in 2005, Tri 

County Care Manage-
ment Organization, a 
member of NJCMO, 
understands that the 
health, wellness, and 
safety of the family mat-
ters. In affiliation with 
their system of care and 
community partners, 
they bring together re-
sources to meet the cur-
rent needs of children 
and their families with 
complex behavioral, 
emotional, social, and 
mental health challeng-
es at no cost to families.
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New to the Bangor
 Public Library

Adult Fiction:
Into the Blue: A love Story by Emma Brodie; Yesteryear: A Nov-
el by Caro Claire Burke; One of Us by Elizabeth Day; Missing 
Sister: A Novel by Joshilyn Jackson; The Tempest Blade by 
Danielle L. Jensen; A Good Person: A Novel by Kirsten King; 
Whidbey: A Novel by T. Kira Madden; Rites of the Starling 
by Devney Perry; Ryder by Jessica Peterson; Revenge Prey 
by John Sandford; The Book Witch: A Novel by Meg Shaffer; 
American Fantasy by Emma Straub; The News From Dubline: 

Stories by Colm Toibin

Adult Non Fiction:
Atomic Habits: Tiny Changes, Remarkable Results: An Easy & 
Proven Way to Build Good Habits & Break Bad Ones by James 
Clear; The New Perimenopause: An Evidence-Based Guide to 
Surviving the Zone of Chaos and Feeling Like Yourself Again 
by Mary Claire Haver; London Falling: A Mysterious Death in a 
Gilded City and a Family’s Search for Truth by Patrick Radden 
Keefe; The Book of Pizza: Recipes for Every Pizza Maker by 
Martin Philip; In a World of Sunrises: Heart, Soul & Hope Every 

Day by Cleo Wade

Large Print Adult Fiction: 
Judge Stone: A Novel by Viola Davis; Revenge Prey by John 

Sandford; 
Served him Right by Lisa Unger

Junior Fiction:
Captain Underpants: The First Epic Manga by Dav Pilkey; Light-

fall: A Place Between by Tim Probert

Young Adult Non Fiction: 
Used or Abused?: Advocating for Animal Rights by Alexis Bur-
ling; Walls and Welcome Mats: Immigration and the American 
Dream by Lars Ortiz; Dollars and Sense: A Teen Guide to Man-
aging Money by Nicholas Suivski; Cryptocurrencies and the 
Blockchain Revolution: Bitcoin and Beyond by Brendan Jan-
uary; How to End Homelessness by Nick Hunter; The Ultimate 
Scholarship Book 2026: Billions of Dollars in Scholarships, 
Grants and Prizes by Gen Tanabe; To the Stars: The Story of 
NASA by Ron Miller; Bang!: The Art, History, and Science of 

Fireworks by Ron Miller

DVDs:
Anaconda; 

Mercy

The library is located at 216 S. Robinson Ave. in Pen Argyl.  Open hours 
are Monday-Saturday 10am-12pm and Monday and Thursday 6-8pm. 

Questions? Call 610-863-3029 or email info@bmcl.org.

April is Volunteer Appreciation Month. 

 A huge thank you to the library’s dedicated volunteers.  The library is in 
need of more adult volunteers for all shifts.  This is a great opportunity 
to serve the community and meet like-minded individuals!  Commitment 
involves just 4.5 hours each month.  No special skills are required.  All 

training is provided.  Pick up an application at the circulation desk.

Stop in today to see our new mascot:  a beautiful little blue fish! 
Thank you to Waters Edge Aquarium for donating him and to an anon-
ymous donor for donating his bowl, food, and supplies.  Through April 
18, anyone can suggest a name for the fish.  Then through April 30, 

everyone can vote for a name.

Try the new scavenger hunt for children, with lots of new prizes in the 
prize basket - plus a scavenger hunt for adults and young adults! Dead-

line is April 30, with a prize drawn from all correct entries.

Book group for adults is April 14 at 6:30pm, discussing _The God of the 
Woods_.  Register by emailing info@bmcl.org.

A silent auction will be held from April 10 through May 6.  We have many 
great Mother’s Day gifts.  Library membership is not required to bid.

New to the circulating collection:
Adult fiction:

  -The Astral Library (Kate Quinn); Cold Zero (Brad Thor); The Cross-
roads (C.J. Box);  More than Enough (Anna Quindlen);  The Viper (Brad 
Meltzer); Cleopatra (Saara El-Arifi); The Castaways (Lucy Clarke); The 
Devil’s Bible (Steve Berry);  A Mother’s Love (Danielle Steel); The Girls 
We Sent Away (Meagan Church);  How to Read a Book (Monica Wood); 
The Life Cycle of the Common Octopus (Emma Knight);  When I Kill 
You (B.A. Paris);  If Two Are Dead (Rick Mofina);  A Dead Draw (Robert 

Dugoni); The Right to Remain (James Grippando)

Adult nonfiction:
The Let Them Theory (Mel Robbins);  Black Dahlia (William J. Mann); 

The Other Family Doctor (Karen Fine)

  Large print fiction:
Nightcaps at the Beach House Hotel (Judith Keim);  New Beginnings in 

Lavender Bay (Michele Brouder)

Young Adult fiction:
  Beth Is Dead (Katie Bernet);  A Tribute of Fire (Sariah Wilson);  A Vow 

of Embers (Sariah Wilson);  A Curse of Ashes (Sariah Wilson);
Juvenile fiction:

  The New Class (Swapna Reddy);  Sparkling Steps (Sue Bentley)
  Pete at the Beach (James Dean); A Bear, a Man, and a Donut Van (Dan-

iel Bernstrom); Fox and the Mystery Letter (Alex G. Griffiths)

Juvenile nonfiction:
Who Was Nellie Bly? (Margaret Gurevich); What Was the Hindenburg? 
(Janet B. Pascal);  Minecraft Construction Handbook (Matthew Needler); 
Minecraft Combat Handbook (Stephanie Milton; Who Was Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg? (Patricia Brennan Demuth); Who Is Malala Yousafzai? (Di-

nah Brown);  The Wonder of Easter (Matt Mitter)

New to the Blue Mountain 
Community Library

Kean, Gottheimer Introduce Resolution Raising Awareness for Rare Genetic Disorder, 
Shwachman-Diamond Syndrome

 Congressman Tom 
Kean, Jr. (NJ-07) and 
Congressman Josh Got-
theimer (NJ-05) in-
troduced a bipartisan 
resolution designating 
November 7 of each year 
as National Shwach-
man Diamond Syndrome 
Awareness Day. Shwach-
man-Diamond syndrome 
(SDS) is a rare genetic 
condition affecting an es-
timated 2,000 Americans 
that impairs the body’s 
bone marrow, pancreas, 
and skeleton, and can 
lead to an increased risk 
of blood disorders includ-
ing acute myeloid leuke-
mia.
“For those living with 

incredibly rare conditions 
like SDS, shining a spot-
light is the first step to-
ward promoting research 
and advancing treat-
ment,” said Congressman 
Tom Kean, Jr. “Joyce 
Fitz, a Linden resident, 
has dedicated herself to 
fighting for recognition 
for her community, and 

when she came to my of-
fice with this idea, it was 
clear we needed to spread 
awareness on the national 
level. Every individual 
living with SDS deserves 
to have their daily fight 
recognized, and I am 
proud to lead this biparti-
san effort to make that a 
reality.”
“Families facing rare 

diseases like Shwach-
man-Diamond Syndrome 
don’t have time to wait 
— and neither can we. 
We must boost funding 
for research and strength-
en and expand clinical 
trials,” said Congress-
man Josh Gottheimer. “I 
am proud to fight for this 
bipartisan and common-
sense legislation. Fami-
lies can’t wait. We have a 
responsibility to push for-
ward until we deliver real 
hope — and ultimately, a 
cure.”
“As a young advocate 

living with Shwachman 
Diamond Syndrome I 
know what it means to 

face a rare disease with 
no cure and limited treat-
ment options,” said Joyce 
Fitz. “Patients and fami-
lies tackle the daily bur-
dens of complex medical 
care and uncertainty liv-
ing with a condition most 
medical professionals 
have never even heard of.
“It means the world to 

me that when I spoke up 
for my SDS community, 
Congressman Tom Kean, 
Jr. truly listened and chose 
to stand by me on this 
journey towards bring-
ing national recognition 
to this disease. Establish-
ing a National Shwach-
man Diamond Syndrome 
Awareness Day is the first 
step to ensure my commu-
nity is seen, while bring-
ing us one step closer to 
the research, treatments, 
and ultimately a cure that 
patients are waiting for,” 
Joyce added.
Shwachman-Diamond 

syndrome (SDS) af-
fects an estimated 2,000 
Americans, occurring in 

approximately 1 in 80,000 
newborns. Because the 
signs and symptoms of 
SDS can vary widely be-
tween patients, the condi-
tion is frequently under 
diagnosed and requires a 
combination of clinical 
evaluation, blood tests, 
and genetic testing. While 
treatments exist to man-
age symptoms and treat 
complications, there is 
currently no cure and 
SDS can shorten life ex-
pectancy.
The push for a nation-

al awareness day was 
driven by Joyce Fitz, a 
17-year-old advocate 
from Linden, New Jersey 
and current senior at the 
Union County Academy 
of Allied Health and Sci-
ences. Joyce was diag-
nosed with SDS after 19 
months of seeking an-
swers. For years, she has 
navigated bone marrow 
biopsies, specialist ap-
pointments, and the daily 
realities of living with a 
complex, immunocom-

promised condition.
Joyce chose November 

7 as the awareness date 
to celebrate the month the 
disease was first identi-
fied in 1964 and the most 
common gene mutation 
(7q11) associated with 
SDS. A similar resolution 
was also introduced in the 
New Jersey State Assem-
bly earlier this year.
Congressman Kean is 

a member of the Con-
gressional Rare Disease 
Caucus and serves on 
the Health Subcommittee 
of the House Energy & 
Commerce Committee.
The full text of the reso-

lution can be viewed at: 
kean.house.gov/sites/
evo-subsites/kean.house.
gov/files/evo-media-doc-
ument/kean-sds-resolu-
tion.pdf
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GRAY’S RECYCLING

908-475-3797 Gray’s Recycling Mulch

MULCH  •  TOP SOIL  •  STONE  • DYED MULCH
Pick Up Or Delivered To Your Location

MULCH AVAILABLE STONE AVAILABLE
Hardwood, Dyed, Black, Brown, Red, 

& Cedar Mulches, Mushroom Soil, Topsoil,
 Clean Fill, & Wood Chips

Dumping for Brush, Logs, Wood Chips, & Bales of Straw!
YOU CAN HAUL IT IN OR WE WILL PICK IT UP!

Roll-Off Boxes Available: 10, 20 or 30yds

River Stone: 3/8”, 3/4”, 1” to 3”
Red Stone  3/4”

ALSO AVAILABLE:
3/4” Gravel, 3/8” Crushed 

Gravel, QP Stone, & Stone DustWE ACCEPT YARD DEBRIS
We Also Offer

Heavy & Light Land Clearing
STORM DAMAGE CLEAN-UP, DEMOLITION & LOWBOY MOVES

CASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDCASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Spring Hours:
Open Mon-Fri: 7am-5pm

Saturday: 7am-Noon
Closed Sundays!

Commercial & Residential Sales!

Mowing, Overgrown Brush,
Saplings, & Weeds!

TREE SERVICE, Inc.

garyeagle.com

Photos by Dale Young/The Free 
Weekly Press

Bangor (10) VS Moravian Academy (5) Senior Night Baseball

Gino Merlo with his parents,
Eric and Bernadette Merlo

Austin Richards with his parents,
 Eric and Jennifer Richards

Owen Mera with his parents,
Michael and Amy Richards

Dalton Pascoe with his parents,
William and Kimberly Pascoe 

Gavin Pysher with his parents,
 Brianand Nicole Pysher.

Northampton County 
Elections Division is 
seeking registered voters 
who live in Northamp-
ton County to serve as 
poll workers for the up-

coming Primary Election 
on Tuesday, May 19th, 
and General Election on 
Tuesday, November 3rd.
Every year, elections in 

Northampton County are 

Northampton County Seeks Poll Workers for Upcoming Elections
made possible by citizens 
who step up to serve. Poll 
workers play a critical 
role in ensuring elections 
run smoothly by assisting 
voters, managing check-
in processes, and helping 
facilitate the voting expe-
rience at polling locations 
across the County.
Poll workers are also 

responsible for closing 
out the polling place at 
the end of the night and 
returning materials to 

the Elections Office. The 
County relies on these in-
dividuals to uphold fair, 
accurate, and secure elec-
tions.
All poll workers are re-

quired to attend a man-
datory training prior to 
Election Day and are 
compensated for both 
training and service. 
Workers may earn be-
tween $175 and $200 on 
Election Day, depending 
on assignment and train-

ing. Election Day typi-
cally runs from 6:30 a.m. 
until after polls close at 8 
p.m. Additional compen-
sation and mileage reim-
bursement are provided 
for those who return sup-
plies to the Government 
Center.
The easiest way to get 

started is by completing 
the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of State’s poll work-
er interest form online at: 
www.pa.gov/services/
vote/apply-to-become-
an-election-poll-worker.

Individuals who submit 
the form will have their 
information sent direct-
ly to the Northampton 
County Elections Divi-
sion for consideration.
You may also contact 

the Northampton Coun-
ty Elections Division 
at: elections@norcopa.
gov or 610-829-6260 for 
more information.
Serving as a poll worker 

is a direct way to sup-
port your community and 
strengthen the integrity of 
our elections.
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TREE WORK

Craig Wickett 

TRIMMING - REMOVAL - STORM DAMAGE - FIREWOOD
STUMP GRINDING - CHIPPING - WE DO SLATE REPAIRS!

Free Estimates | Fully Insured

CraigWickettTreeWork.com

For Fast Service, Call:
H: 610-599-6882
C: 610-442-2996

75ft
BUCKET

TRUCK
75ft

BUCKET
TRUCK

24 Hr. Emergency
Storm Damage Service

Call for Discount

Debbie Pettinari
Providing Insurance & Financial Services

Agent

106 S. Broadway
Wind Gap, PA 18091

Bus: 610-881-4433
Fax: 610-881-4432
Cell: 484-695-8070

Did You Know...Our 
Most Recent Editions 
Are Just A Click Away!

Follow Us Online at
thepressnewsonline.com

and on Facebook!

Bangor (10) VS Moravian Academy (5) Senior Night Baseball

Check Out A Live VideosFrom This Event on Our Facebook Page!

Photos by Dale Young/Photos by Dale Young/
The Free Weekly PressThe Free Weekly Press
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Now-April 30th

Now-April 30th

Bangor (5) vs Pocono Mountain West (0) Softball

Check Out A Live VideosFrom This Event on Our Facebook Page!

Photos by Dale Young/Photos by Dale Young/
The Free Weekly PressThe Free Weekly Press
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Bangor High School Presents: The Phantom Of The Opera

Photos by Dale Young/Photos by Dale Young/
The Free Weekly PressThe Free Weekly Press
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$10 at the Door$10 at the Door

Live Music This
Saturday, April 18

with PuSH

Live Music This
Saturday, April 18

with PuSH DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?
  

Community Newspapers are rated Community Newspapers are rated 
as the most  trusted source of as the most  trusted source of 
information about  candidates information about  candidates 

running for public office - topping running for public office - topping 
 ALL OTHER MEDIA! ALL OTHER MEDIA!

YOU CAN COUNT ON US YOU CAN COUNT ON US 
FOR ALL YOUR LOCAL FOR ALL YOUR LOCAL 

NEWS NEEDS!NEWS NEEDS!

Hello, fellow readers,
     While visiting a long-

time client in Piscataway, 
I came upon a brown, 
syrupy wound oozing 
halfway up the trunk of a 
weeping cherry tree, just 
below the graft. It hadn’t 
been there last year.
     Weeping cherry 

trees are often top-graft-
ed. The weeping por-
tion (the scion) is graft-
ed onto a straight trunk 
(the rootstock), creating 
that graceful, umbrel-
la-like form. The com-
monly sold Weeping 
Higan Flowering Cherry 

(Prunus subhirtella ‘Pen-
dula’) is actually a com-
bination of hardy Sargent 
Cherry roots, a Yoshino 
Cherry trunk, and a Hi-
gan Cherry canopy. The 
graft is typically just be-
low the crown, where the 
tree’s branching begins.
     We planted the weep-

ing cherry to replace an-
other that failed in the 
same spot, likely because 
it was planted incorrect-
ly. You’ve seen it: the 
all-too-common “mulch 
volcano.” Not only un-
sightly, but it’s also 
harmful. Excess mulch 
piled against the trunk 
holds moisture, inviting 
rot, insects, and disease.
     Sometimes what ap-

pears to be a mulch vol-
cano is actually a tree 
planted too shallowly. 
Sadly, I’ve even seen 
professionals plant this 
way. Root girdling often 
follows, as roots circle 
the trunk and constrict it, 
cutting off water and nu-
trients. It’s like wearing 
something too tight—ev-
erything gets restricted. 
Roots wrap inward rather 
than outward, slowly suf-
focating the plant.

Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary?

Mary E. Stone
Stone Associates

Landscape Design
& Consulting,
Blairstown, NJ

     When planting, give 
your tree (or shrub or pe-
rennial) the right start. Dig 
a hole two to three times 
as wide as the root ball, 
but no deeper. Amend 
with organic matter, com-
pacting the soil slightly to 
remove air pockets, and 
avoid fertilizing at plant-
ing, as it can increase 
stress. Once planted, ap-
ply two to three inches of 
natural hardwood mulch, 
keeping it away from the 
trunk.
     The oozing sap I no-

ticed is called gummo-
sis—a tree’s distress sig-
nal. Trees don’t “bleed” 
without reason. Often, the 
cause is a canker, bacteri-
al or fungal, that enters 

through a wound from a 
pruning cut, winter inju-
ry, or even a nick from a 
string trimmer. Pathogens 
are opportunists, waiting 
for an opening.
     Now here’s where the 

story takes a turn. Recall 
how we spoke about new-
ly planted plants tend to 
sleep the first year, creep 
the second, then leap 
the third. We installed 
the tree only three years 
ago, and last year it be-
gan to leap. This spring, 
its leaves are coming in 
sparse. That detail feels 
important. 
     When two trees fal-

ter in the same spot, it’s 
rarely a coincidence. It 
suggests something lin-

gering below the surface. 
Perhaps compacted soil, 
poor drainage, roots im-
peded by a shale shelf, or 
a persistent soil issue.
    In this case, the 

“bleeding” is limited to a 
side branch, which is re-
assuring. I sent photos to 
my go-to arborist, Dave 
Dubee. He believes that 
by fertilizing and apply-
ing a copper-based fungi-
cide along the trunk, the 
tree will recover. 
     If the bleeding is 

coming from a branch, 
you can prune the affect-
ed branch back to healthy 
wood, clean your tools 
thoroughly, and dispose 
of the debris in the trash 
(not compost). Then sup-
port the tree with prop-
er watering and careful 
mulching to reduce stress.
     But sometimes what 

we see above ground 
is only a symptom of 
something unresolved 
beneath. In the garden—

as in life—when some-
thing falters more than 
once, it’s worth pausing. 
Looking a little deeper 
and asking not just what 
is happening, but why 
here? The tree, after all, 
is telling a story. Maybe 
it’s not the right place for 
it to thrive.  
     I’m reminded of a 

weeping cherry that be-
gan to revert—sending 
up straight, vigorous 
branches from below its 
graft. At the time, I wrote 
about how we can care-
fully prune the revert-
ed branches back into 
harmony with the tree’s 
grafted weeping form. 
But I also couldn’t help 
but feel empathy for the 
tree wishing to return to 
the origin of its roots. 
     Perhaps something 

we all wish to do too. 
Garden Dilemmas?
 AskMaryStone.com or 

tune in on your favorite 
Podcast app.
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Miracle Ear Miracle Ear Center

If your husband won’t listen,
bring him to me!

Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)
1619 N. Ninth Street, 

Stroudsburg, PA 18360
570-476-9949

1343 Blue Valley Drive, 
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-588-3383

HVAC
Heat & AC Install & System Maintenance,

Cleanings, Replacements, & Service Contracts
Heat & AC Install & System Maintenance,

Cleanings, Replacements, & Service Contracts

Call Us Today: 610-759-0629

Pen Argyl vs Bangor Girls & Boys Track

Photos by Dale Young/Photos by Dale Young/
The Free Weekly PressThe Free Weekly Press

Check Out 

A Live Videos

From This Event

 on Our 

Facebook Page!
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RUFF-LY PURR-FECT
DOG GROOMING
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Looking To Hire Experienced Groomer - Apply Within

Over 35
 Years of

Experience

We Accept
Cash, Check
& Credit Card

Payments

Over 35
 Years of

Experience

We Accept
Cash, Check
& Credit Card

Payments

Laurie Taiber, Owner,  Certified Groomer Since 1990

April Showers,
Bring MUDDY Paws!

April Showers,
Bring MUDDY Paws!

Call To Schedule Your
Dogs Appointment Today

Have You Recently Lost A Loved One?
We run obituaries to help spread the word to We run obituaries to help spread the word to 
the community about the services for your the community about the services for your 

beloved family members.beloved family members.

Contact Us at: thepressads@gmail.comContact Us at: thepressads@gmail.com
for details on pricingfor details on pricing

Pen Argyl (0) vs Palmerton (1) Baseball

Check Out A Live VideosFrom This Event on Our Facebook Page!

St. Luke’s Leads the Way in Sepsis Prevention
Sepsis is one of the dead-

liest conditions a hospital 
patient can encounter. St. 
Luke’s University Health 
Network, based in Bethle-
hem, Pa., is one of the na-
tion’s leaders in helping to 
prevent it.
St. Luke’s uses a dynam-

ic mix of both human and 
artificial intelligence (AI) 
monitoring to achieve 
some of the best sepsis 
compliance and sepsis sur-
vival rates in the nation.
“We utilize the Epic Sep-

sis Model – predictive AI 
– in the background, along 
with programming engi-
neered by St. Luke’s, to 
monitor every patient ev-
ery moment of the day for 
rising risk,” said Charles 
Sonday, St. Luke’s Asso-
ciate Chief Medical Infor-
mation Officer. “If a pa-
tient rises above a certain 
threshold ... an alert goes 
to both the provider and 
the nurse to examine that 
patient and begin treat-
ment.”
This unique approach to 

preventing and treating 
sepsis is one of the factors 
that contributed to the Net-
work being ranked #1 na-
tionwide in quality, safety 
and patient experience by 
the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Ser-

vices.
Across the Network, 

every patient in a medi-
cal-surgical unit is mon-
itored around the clock. 
The vital signs, lab results, 
nursing notes and more 
are transmitted to a virtual 
response center staffed by 
registered nurses. When 
a patient starts meeting 
certain metric parameters, 
the care team knows long 
before it becomes an ICU 
emergency.
With survival rates climb-

ing and unexpected ICU 
transfers declining, St. 
Luke’s is showing what 
real world responsible 
medical AI looks like: al-
ways on and keeping pa-
tients safer without replac-
ing the humans who care 
for them.
St. Luke’s has engineered 

the use of these tools – com-
bined with hands-on hu-
man response – to achieve 
top 10% results nationally 
in sepsis performance. St. 
Luke’s fiscal year sepsis 
bundle compliant rate as 
determined by the Centers 
for Medicare and Medic-
aid Services (CMS) was 
just under 88% compared 
to the national average of 
64% and the Pennsylvania 
average of 61%.
“The sepsis bundle is a 

list of elements that focus 
on very timely metrics,” 
explained Diana Tarone, 
St. Luke’s Senior Network 
Director of Quality. “We 
are checking to see if the 
patient is hypotensive and 
needs a vasopressor, what 
antibiotics are adminis-
tered. It is a constant and 
consistent watching, mon-
itoring and reassessing of 
the patient.”
At the virtual response 

center – located off-site, 
simultaneously serving all 
St. Luke’s hospital cam-
puses – an array of com-
puter monitors lists the pa-
tients and their vital signs, 
with the most at-risk rising 
to the top.
“It’s a very complex list 

of factors and there has 
to be a lot of communica-
tion between the physician 
team, the advanced practi-
tioner team and the nursing 
team,” said Dr. Jennifer 
Axelband, St. Luke’s As-
sociate Medical Director 
of Critical Care Education. 
“We use AI monitoring in 
the background to help us 
stay compliant with these 
bundles because statis-
tics show that if you stay 
compliant with the metrics 
established by CMS, it de-
creases patient mortality 
by 30%.
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Advertising
Advertising

at your
at your

Finger tips!
Finger tips!

Get an Online 
Ad For as 

little as $15 to 
$25 per week.

Contact Melissa  Contact Melissa  
for details at: for details at: 
thepressadsthepressads
@gmail.com@gmail.com

610-863-6670 | 510 E. Main St., Pen Argyl

Dine-In   •   Take-Out   •   Delivery    •   Catering Available
(95¢ Delivery Fee)....Call for Delivery Range

 Monday-Thursday
2 Large Plain Pizza

$25.95*
Pick-Up or Delivery ONLY. Toppings Extra.

*Cannot combine with any 
other offers. Must present 

coupons. 

$5 OFF
$30*

259 E. Central Ave.,
East Bangor, PA

LOBB’S ROOFING & SIDINGLOBB’S ROOFING & SIDING
LOW COST ROOFING SYSTEMLOW COST ROOFING SYSTEM

Barry Lobb
Free Estimates

Barry Lobb
Free Estimates

P: 610-588-7452   C: 610-533-9454   F: 610-588-9192

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SLATE ∙ METAL ∙ SHINGLES
GOODYEAR RUBBER ROOFS

5” & 6” ALUMINUM
SEAMLESS GUTTERS

Sherrill Administration Kicks Off Earth Week By Announcing Partnership With Union City To 
Transform Vacant Building Into Parkland

Department of Environ-
mental Protection Acting 
Commissioner Ed Potos-
nak today celebrated the 
start of Earth Week 2026 
by announcing the joint 
acquisition of the site of a 
vacant building in Union 
City, Hudson County, that 
the city will transform into 
a youth soccer field. The 
acquisition will help de-
liver critically needed rec-
reational space to one of 
the country’s most densely 
populated communities.
Acting Commissioner 

Potosnak was joined at the 
site on Palisade Avenue by 
State Senator and Union 
City Mayor Brian Stack 
along with other state and 
local officials to mark the 
partnership with Union 
City and the DEP’s Green 
Acres Program.
“Community revitaliza-

tion happens one block 
at a time, one neighbor-
hood at a time,” Governor 
Mikie Sherrill said. “This 
project reminds us that 
Earth Week is a time to not 
only value the protection 
of open space and natural 
resources, but that green 
spaces come in all shapes 
and sizes and projects 
like this make our com-
munities like Union City 
healthier and more livable. 
I commend Senator Brian 
Stack and Union City for 
partnering with the DEP 
to make this project pos-
sible, and for prioritizing 
the health and wellbeing of 
youth in our local commu-
nities.”
“This Earth Week, the 

Sherrill Administration is 
delivering on its mission to 
revitalize communities and 

provide equitable access to 
open space,” said Acting 
Commissioner Potosnak. 
“Green Acres has time and 
time again proven to be a 
transformative force for 
communities and families 
across the state – and this 
project is a testament to 
how local vision and state 
leadership bring to life the 
first park in one of the most 
densely populated com-
munities in 15 years. This 
is what delivering for New 
Jerseyans looks like, and 
that’s what the NJDEP will 
continue to do.”
“This partnership exem-

plifies how state and local 
collaboration can trans-
form communities,” said 
Senator and Union City 
Mayor Stack. “In one of 
the most densely populat-
ed sections of our city, this 
soccer field will provide 
our young people with a 
safe, accessible place to 
play and grow.”
Once completed, the soc-

cer field will serve thou-
sands of Union City youth 
and families in a neigh-
borhood where access to 
outdoor recreation space 
is limited. The field will be 
the largest of its type in the 
northern section of Union 
City.Acting DEP Commis-
sioner Ed Potosnak speaks 
at podium
Earlier this year, the 

Green Acres State Land 
Acquisition Bureau and 
the Green Acres Local 
and Nonprofit Assistance 
Program partnered with 
Union City to acquire the 
property for $4,075,000. 
Through a joint owner-
ship structure of 95% state 
and 5% city, the state’s 

substantial investment in 
the acquisition frees up 
municipal resources to 
demolish the long-vacant, 
17,000-square-foot build-
ing at the site and develop 
the new soccer field, cre-
ating opportunities where 
new recreation space has 
been limited.
“People living in over-

burdened communities are 
more likely to lack access 
to open space compared to 
other communities,” said 
Alex Rivera, Chairman 
of the Garden State Pres-
ervation Trust. “NJDEP’s 
efforts to create parks in 
urban areas is critical to 
ensuring New Jersey’s 
kids have a place for fun, 
nature, and community. 
The good memories peo-
ple will make here is our 
measure of success.”
The Importance of Urban 

Open Space and Recre-
ation
This project is part of the 

DEP’s State Land Acqui-
sition Bureau’s Expansion 
and Creation of Urban 
Parks initiative, which 
focuses on increasing 
close-to-home open space 
and neighborhood parks 
throughout New Jersey. 
The DEP collaborates with 
local governments to meet 
community needs that 
align with local planning 
priorities, with emphasis 
on addressing recreation 
deficits in densely populat-
ed urban areas.
Outdoor recreation spac-

es support positive health 
and social outcomes by 
providing areas for fitness, 
relaxation, and communi-
ty connection. With many 
communities lacking suf-

ficient green spaces, tree 
coverage, parks, and out-
door recreational opportu-
nities, DEP is committed 
to advancing equity and 
environmental justice in 
creating and expanding 
the state’s open space and 
outdoor recreation oppor-
tunities.
“Green Acres is truly in-

vested in these important 
partnerships,” said Green 
Acres Director Martha 
Sullivan Sapp. “Working 
together with local gov-
ernments and nonprofits 
is the best way to ensure 
close-to-home recreation 
and open space for all New 
Jerseyans.”
As Union City moves 

forward with developing 
the new soccer field, the 
municipality may explore 
additional funding options 
through Green Acres. The 
program provides grants 
and zero-interest loans to 
municipal and county gov-
ernments, and matching 
grants to nonprofit orga-
nizations for open space 
acquisition and outdoor 

recreation facility develop-
ment.
The Green Acres Pro-

gram works with local 
governments and non-
profit organizations from 
the time of application 
through a project’s com-
pletion. Green Acres has 
financed the protection 
of over 80,000 acres and 
hundreds of recreation de-
velopment projects state-
wide through its Local 
and Nonprofit Assistance 
Program.
Green Acres is one of 

the nation’s oldest and 
most successful land ac-
quisition and park devel-
opment programs, hav-
ing preserved more than 
725,000 acres of open 
space and developed more 
than 1,200 community 
parks since its inception 
in 1961. The program 
provides funding to state, 
county, and local govern-
ments and nonprofit land 
conservation organiza-
tions for acquisition and 
development of land for 
outdoor recreation and 

conservation purposes.
The DEP was estab-

lished on April 22, 1970 
– America’s first official 
Earth Day. Today, DEP 
employees in dozens of 
programs continue to ad-
vance innovative strategies 
to safeguard and enhance 
New Jersey’s air, water 
and land, and the health of 
its residents.
For more information on 

DEP’s celebration of Earth 
Week 2026, including a 
proclamation signed by 
Governor Sherrill, press 
releases, social media 
and other resources, visit 
https://dep.nj.gov/
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Fully Insured & Licensed

C: 484-515-1134

Tom Ahearn Electric

PA Reg. #PA058650

Electric Generator Installation
Light Carpentry - Painting - Home Repairs

& Home Improvement

Residential/Commercial Electric

610-588-6790

Senator Lisa Bosc-
ola announced that 
$1,719,606 in state fund-
ing has been awarded 
today to five nonprofit 
organizations serving 
Northampton County 
through the FY 25-26 
Violence Intervention & 
Prevention (VIP) Grant 
Programs.  
“This state funding will 

enhance efforts to pro-
vide important violence 
prevention programming 
that will benefit young 
people,” Boscola stat-
ed.  “These grant funds 
will fund programs that 
will improve academic 
performance and social 
skills and also provide 
opportunities for young 
people to have fun in a 
safe setting.  Without 
these programs many 
children would be unsu-
pervised and there would 
be a much higher risk of 
engaging in risky behav-
iors.”
The grants were award-

ed as followed:
- Greater Easton De-

velopment Corporation, 
(Safe Routes to School 
Program) $500,000 
- Community Bike 

Works, (Easton Bike 
Club) $494,800 
- Valley Youth House, 

(Services to Easton 
Area and Bethlehem 

Area School Districts) 
$412,986 
- St Anthony Youth 

Center of Easton, Pa Inc 
(dba Easton Area Com-
munity Center), (Youth 
Programs in West Ward) 
$232,820
- Wilson Area LINCS 

Family Center, (Skills 
Training and Recogni-
tion (STAR) Program) 
$79,000
Greater Easton De-

velopment Corporation 
will use the $500,000 
state grant to continue 
its Safe Routes to School 
program, a communi-
ty‑based safety and pre-
vention initiative serv-
ing school‑age youth 
in Easton’s West Ward 
neighborhood. The pro-
gram deploys trained 
Easton Ambassadors 
along key pedestrian 
routes surrounding Paxi-
nosa Elementary School 
to reduce risks associ-
ated with traffic hazards, 
unsupervised time, and 
exposure to neighbor-
hood‑level safety con-
cerns during school 
arrival and dismissal. 
By providing crossing 
support, visibility, in-
formal mentorship, and 
real‑time coordination 
with school and munici-
pal partners, the initia-
tive aims to strengthen 

protective factors for 
approximately 600 stu-
dents annually.
Community Bike 

Works will use the 
$494,800 state grant to 
expand the Easton Bike 
Club, a bike‑based men-
toring and violence‑pre-
vention initiative serv-
ing high‑risk Easton 
Area High School stu-
dents ages 14–18. The 
program uses bicycles 
as an engagement tool 
to connect teens—par-
ticularly boys of color 
from low‑income neigh-
borhoods in Easton’s 
West Ward and South 
Side—with caring adult 
mentors in a structured 
environment. Through 
a 48‑hour Earn a Bike 
curriculum, daily af-
terschool and sum-
mer cycling activities, 
one‑on‑one mentoring, 
youth apprenticeships, 
and a new “Bike Bus” 
commuter support mod-
el, the project aims to 
build protective factors. 
Teen participants spend 
time each week with 
mentors, learning bike 
mechanics, safe riding, 
communication skills, 
and healthy coping strat-
egies, while also gaining 
access to safe recreation-
al outlets, transportation 
support, and meaningful 

Boscola Announces Over $1.7 Million in State Grants for Violence Prevention Programs
leadership opportunities. 
Community Bike Works 
expects to serve approx-
imately 60 individuals 
during each year of the 
project.
Valley Youth House 

will use its $412,986 
state grant to expand 
its school‑based vio-
lence‑prevention and 
mental‑health services 
into the Easton Area 
and Bethlehem Area 
School Districts, serv-
ing approximately 
700 students annually 
across four secondary 
schools. The project 
responds to elevated 
trauma exposure, behav-
ioral disruptions, unmet 
mental‑health needs, 
poverty‑related stress, 
and school‑based con-
flict documented through 
local PAYS data, district 
discipline reports, and 
county‑level violence 
trends. The initiative 
provides a coordinated 
continuum of supports 
that include trauma‑in-
formed, school‑based 
counseling; Cognitive 
Behavioral Intervention 
for Trauma in Schools 
(CBITS); the Too Good 
for Violence (TGFV) 
evidence‑based curricu-
lum; risk and trauma 
screening; mindfulness 
instruction for students 
and staff; crisis inter-
vention; family and 
collateral engagement; 
and ongoing participa-
tion in Student Assis-
tance Program (SAP) 
processes. The program 
aims to reduce violence 
risk, strengthen protec-
tive factors, improve 
emotional regulation 
and coping skills, and 
increase school engage-
ment for youth at risk for 
involvement in violence 
but not yet exhibiting 
chronic violent behavior.
Easton Area Commu-

nity Center will use the 
$232,820 state grant to 
expand its long‑standing 
organized competitive 

sports and athletic pro-
grams serving under-
served youth in Easton’s 
West Ward. The EACC 
currently provides af-
ter‑school programming, 
a full‑day summer camp, 
and rapidly growing 
competitive sports of-
ferings including bas-
ketball, wrestling, cheer-
leading, and a piloted 
soccer program. The 
proposed project aims to 
enhance administrative 
capacity, strengthen ex-
isting sports programs, 
and expand offerings to 
include larger‑scale soc-
cer programming and 
additional sports such as 
pickleball, tennis, golf, 
and softball. Organized 
sports are intended to 
support positive youth 
development, reduce 
exposure to gangs and 
negative peer influ-
ences, build social and 
emotional skills, and 
provide consistent super-
vision during high‑risk 
after‑school hours. 
EACC anticipates serv-
ing 250 youth through-
out the project period.
Wilson Area LINCS 

Family Center will use 
the $79,000 state grant to 
launch the Skills Training 
and Recognition (STAR) 
Program, a new evi-
dence‑based after‑school 
prevention initiative for 
approximately 200 in-
termediate‑aged youth in 
the Wilson Area School 
District. The program 
responds to elevated 
community risk factors 
identified through the 
Communities That Care 
(CTC) planning process, 
including low neighbor-
hood attachment, depres-
sive symptoms among 
youth, normalization of 
substance use, and lim-
ited access to structured 
prosocial opportunities. 
STAR will provide three 
annual cycles of super-
vised, skill‑building 
sessions delivered after 
school, with instruc-

tion provided by trained 
community partners and 
volunteers. Guided by 
the Social Development 
Strategy, the program 
will strengthen protec-
tive factors through 
hands‑on skills training, 
positive adult mentor-
ship, opportunities for 
prosocial involvement, 
recognition of youth con-
tributions, and structured 
enrichment activities.
“This $79,000 grant 

through the Violence 
Intervention and Pre-
vention Program is a 
tremendously valuable 
investment for middle 
school youth in the Wil-
son community,” said 
Armando Moritz-Cha-
pelliquen, President of 
the Wilson Area LINCS 
Coalition for Families 
and Youth. “This funding 
will expand our capac-
ity to provide the Skills 
Training and Recogni-
tion (STAR) Program, an 
evidence-based, commu-
nity-based after-school 
prevention initiative to 
increase youth connec-
tion to their community. 
Through structured and 
supervised programming 
outside of school time, 
STAR gives middle 
school youth meaning-
ful opportunities to 
build skills, engage in 
prosocial activities, and 
receive recognition for 
their positive contribu-
tions.”
PCCD today approved 

funding today for the 
FY 25-25 Building 
Opportunity Through 
Out-of-School Time 
(BOOST) Grants and the 
FY 25-26 Violence In-
tervention & Prevention 
(VIP) Grant Programs.  
Approximately $62.5 
million was available 
for VIP and BOOST.  
PCCD received 464 ap-
plications for VIP and 
BOOST.  The Commit-
tee approved 177 ap-
plications for a total of 
$65.268 million.
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64 Rt. 46 Delaware, NJ • 908-475-0060 • 610-888-6613

Hunter’s Lodge Restaurant & MotelHunter’s Lodge Restaurant & Motel

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Steamed
Clams

Steamed
Clams

Call 610-888-6613
 For Motel Rooms!

64 Rt. 46, Columbia, NJ  •  908-475-0060 •  We Are Open 11am-11pm  •  7 Days a Week  

Motel Rooms: 
$105/Night;
$500/Week;
  $1,150/Mo.

Includes: A/C & Heat, 
WiFi, Dish Network, 

Trash, Parking, 
Small Fridge 
& Microwave.

Try Our

Legendar
y

Steaks!
Try Our

Legendar
y

Steaks!

Like Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJ

History provides context 
on just how good Pennsyl-
vania spring turkey hunt-
ers have had it lately.
During the state’s first 

spring turkey season in 
1968, the total take was 
1,636.
Compare that to last year, 

when hunters harvested 
an estimated 42,543 birds. 
Not only was that the larg-
est spring turkey harvest 
in the last five years, it 
wasn’t far off the all-time 
record of 44,639, set in 
2009.
This year is shaping up to 

be another good one, too. 
The 2026 spring gobbler 
season starts with a one-
day hunt for junior license 
holders and mentored 
hunters 16 and younger 
on Saturday, April 25. 
The statewide spring tur-
key season opens a week 
later, running from May 
2-16, when hunting hours 
are from one-half hour be-
fore sunrise to noon, and 
May 18-30, when hunting 
hours run from one-half 
hour before sunrise to one-
half hour after sunset.
Hunters are allowed one 

gobbler with their gen-
eral license. Those who 
purchase a second spring 
gobbler tag by May 1 can 
take a second bird, as well, 
though no more than one 
per day.
Hunters should be aware 

there is no Sunday hunting 
for spring gobblers this 
year. That will change in 
2027 – the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission earlier 
this month approved the 
2026-27 hunting seasons 
– but spring turkey hunt-
ing this season is open 
only Monday through Sat-
urday.
Still, much opportunity 

awaits hunters.
Pennsylvania’s statewide 

turkey population has 
been on the upswing in 
recent years and harvests 
have climbed accordingly. 
That’s not just a result of 
there being lots of hunt-
ers either. Pennsylvania 
had an estimated 170,265 
spring gobbler hunters in 
2025, 10,701 of them ju-
niors.
But in monitoring tur-

key population trends, the 
Game Commission exam-
ines the number of birds 
harvested per 100 days 
of hunter effort, which 
accounts for changes in 
hunter participation, said 
Reina Tyl, the agency’s 
turkey biologist. And in 
2025, the statewide aver-
age of 5.46 gobblers taken 
per 100 days was higher 
than both the latest three-
year (5.21) and five-year 
(4.72) averages. The fu-
ture looks bright, too.
The Game Commission 

tracks turkey productivity 
– how many new young 
birds are produced – 
through a summer sighting 
survey. It allows agency 
staff to calculate the num-
ber of poults observed per 
hen, to get a poults-to-hen 
ratio. In 2024, every Wild-
life Management Unit 
(WMU) across the state 
saw a poult-to-hen ratio 

higher than 2.0. The state-
wide average was 3.22.
That “indicates relatively 

good productivity state-
wide,” Tyl said.
It also translates – right 

now, this season – to op-
portunities to go head-to-
head with plenty of fun, 
vocal toms.
“Those males that 

hatched in 2024 will be 
2-year-old gobblers this 
spring turkey season, 
which should make for 
some great turkey hunt-
ing,” Tyl noted.
Nearly one in four hunters 

– 23% – harvested at least 
one gobbler last year. Tyl 
said hunters up their odds 
through scouting. Gob-
blers can’t help but give 
clues to their whereabouts, 
she added. They want to 
be seen and heard by hens, 
so they often choose roost 
sites that maximize how 
far their gobbling will car-
ry. They’ll often display 
near field edges and for-
est openings like logging 
roads that increase their 
odds of being seen, too.
“Looking at topographic 

maps, land cover maps 
and satellite imagery can 
be a great way to identify 
possible roost locations 
and fly-down areas,” Tyl 
added. “But putting in 
the work on the ground to 
confirm where gobblers 

are roosting and to locate 
their preferred displaying 
areas will take the guess-
work out and increase 
your odds of success.”
The April 25 spring tur-

key youth hunt is open to 
junior license holders and 
mentored hunters 16 and 
under. Junior license hold-
ers who are 16 or older can 
hunt alone. All other par-
ticipants must, by law, be 
accompanied by an adult.
An adult mentor accom-

panying a mentored youth 
may supervise no more 
than three hunters total, 
and must carry the sport-
ing arm at all times while 
moving. Hunting hours 
during the youth hunt end 
at noon.
Throughout the spring 

turkey season, hunters 
may use manually oper-
ated or semiautomatic 
shotguns limited to a 
three-shell capacity in the 
chamber and magazine 
combined. Muzzleloading 
shotguns, crossbows and 
long, recurve and com-
pound bows also are per-
mitted.
Only bearded birds may 

be harvested during the 
spring season. Hunters 
are encouraged to refrain 
from knowingly harvest-
ing bearded hens because 
they do nest and raise 
broods.

Gobblers Take Center Stage In Penn’s Woods

There is no require-
ment for hunters to wear 
fluorescent orange during 
the spring turkey season, 
though wearing it is rec-
ommended while moving.
Blinds used while turkey 

hunting must be manufac-
tured with manmade ma-
terials of sufficient density 
to block movement within 
the blind from an observer 
outside the blind. Blinds 
must completely enclose 
the hunter on all four sides 
and from above. It is un-
lawful to hunt turkeys 
from blinds made of natu-
ral materials such as logs, 
tree branches and piled 
rocks.
Blinds that represent the 

fanned tail of a gobbler do 
not hide all hunter move-
ment and are unsafe, and 
therefore are unlawful to 
use in Pennsylvania.
Hunters may pursue 

spring gobblers only by 
calling birds. It is unlaw-
ful, as well as unsafe, to 

stalk turkeys or turkey 
sounds. When in a sta-
tionary position, a hunter 
should sit with their back 
against a large tree, rock 
or other barrier that shields 
movement and offers pro-
tection from others who 
might approach from the 
rear. All hunters are to wait 
and properly identify their 
targets prior to pulling the 
trigger.
A spring turkey tag 

comes with a Pennsyl-
vania general hunting li-
cense, and spring turkey 
harvest tags are issued to 
mentored hunters 7 and 
older.
Pennsylvania hunters 

also may purchase a li-
cense to harvest a second 
gobbler in the spring sea-
son, with a limit of one 
gobbler harvested per day. 
Sales of this license end 
May 1, one day before the 
regular statewide season 
begins.
The $21.97 license 

($41.97 for nonresidents) 
contains a harvest tag. The 
license can be purchased 
online, but cannot be print-
ed at home or used before 
it arrives, so purchasing it 
directly from an issuing 
agent might be the best op-
tion.
Mentored hunters under 

7 who harvest a spring tur-
key must receive a tag by 
transfer from their men-
tor. A recent change by the 
Pennsylvania Game Com-
mission to provide turkey 
and antlered deer tags to 
mentored hunters under 
7 will take effect in the 
2026-27 license year.
For more information on 

spring turkey hunting rules 
and regulations, pertain-
ing to the youth or regular 
hunts, check the 2025-26 
Pennsylvania Hunting & 
Trapping Digest, which is 
available online at https://
www.pa.gov/agencies/
pgc/huntingandtrapping/
regulations/hunting-trap-
ping-digest.
 Anyone finding sick or 

dead wild birds, though, 
should report those to 
the Game Commission 
at 1-833-PGC-WILD or 
online using the Wild-
life Health Survey tool 
at www.pgcapps.pa.gov/
WHS. Sick or dead do-
mestic birds should be re-
ported to the Pennsylvania 
Department of Agriculture 
at 717-772-2852.
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Local Business Directory
Promote your business in our local Business Directory for

ONLY $228 for 12 Weeks! Thats Only $19/Week 

Call 484-988-0969 or 
Email us at:

thepressads@gmail.com 
for more details Today!

CARPET CLEANING

Shapiro Administration Secures $14 Million 
for Enhanced Geothermal Systems Pilot Dem-

onstration Project in Pennsylvania
This week, the Penn-

sylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(DEP) received(opens 
in a new tab) a $14 mil-
lion federal grant from 
the U.S. Department of 
Energy (DOE) to pilot an 
enhanced geothermal sys-
tem (EGS) demonstration 
project, advancing the 
Shapiro Administration’s 
efforts to deploy innova-
tive, all-of-the above en-
ergy solutions.
“We are very excited 

about this opportunity to 
pilot an innovative solu-
tion to meet the energy 
demands of today and 
the future,” said DEP 
Secretary Jessica Shir-
ley. “Geothermal systems 
could supply the clean en-
ergy needed for economic 
growth and long-term grid 
resilience for our commu-
nities. This is the type of 
‘all-of-the-above’ energy 
solutions that Governor 
Shapiro has prioritized.”
The EGS pilot dem-

onstration project will 
generate both electrical 
power and thermal energy 
for rural communities in 
Indiana County, in areas 
adjacent to legacy and 
active oil and gas devel-
opment. The project will 

extract heat from subsur-
face geologic formations 
and transfer it to the sur-
face using gas and fluid 
circulation in an EGS. 
This thermal energy will 
be used to generate elec-
tricity for the local power 
grid and provide direct-
use heat for nearby homes 
and businesses.
In addition, the project 

will repurpose existing 
oil and gas infrastructure, 
avoiding additional land 
disturbance for renewable 
energy generation facili-
ties. Through extending 
the life of infrastructure 
like wells, the project 
aims to catalyze a new 
geothermal energy indus-
try — one in which the 
“heat beneath our feet” 
helps power American 
homes, businesses, and 
farms.
The pilot project will 

be an existing unconven-
tional gas well operated 
by CNX Green Ventures. 
The specific well has not 
been selected.
DEP will serve as the 

project lead, in coordina-
tion with the Department 
of Conservation and Nat-
ural Resources, Bureau of 
Geological Survey. The 
project is supported by a 

world-class team of part-
ners, including Gradient 
Geothermal Inc., Teverra, 
Inc., Lehigh University, 
Idaho National Laborato-
ry, CNX Green Ventures, 
and Seequent.
Governor Josh Shap-

iro has made clear that 
protecting consumers 
and building new energy 
supply must go hand in 
hand. In January 2025, 
the Governor introduced 
his commonsense energy 
strategy, the “Lightning 
Plan(opens in a new tab),” 
to build new clean, reli-
able, and affordable en-
ergy projects across the 
Commonwealth. Through 
the Lightning Plan and 
the PA Permit Fast Track 
Program(opens in a new 
tab), the Governor is cut-
ting permitting delays, 
accelerating responsible 
energy development, and 
positioning Pennsylvania 
— the nation’s second-
largest energy producer 
and exporter — to build 
more power faster while 
keeping costs down. 
Independent analyses 
confirm(opens in a new 
tab) these efforts will save 
consumers money, create 
jobs, and attract billions in 
new energy investment.

The East Bangor UMC Church is hosting a “Small Group Study” on the spiritual life of  John Wesley. It references the 
book, “John Wesley, a Biography” by Stephen Tomkins.  It is not necessary to purchase the book.  The 4-week study 
will be on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. starting April 22 - May 13th.  It will be accessible online, and will be recorded 
for those who cannot attend.  The church is located at 136 W. Central Ave. (Rt. 512), East Bangor, PA.  For questions 

and Zoom access, contact Pastor Dave Goss (570-556-9482)
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Ads with
Photos!

$18

Did You Know...
Our Most 

Recent Editions 
Are Just A

 Click Away!

Follow Us Online 
at: thepressnews 

online.com
and on Facebook!

Siding, Roofer, and 
Window Installer.
Experienced only.

Must have drivers li
Work available 

immediately. Call 
Comunale Construction 
at 610-588-6715 TS

CDL DRIVERS 
& LABORERS 

WANTED
Henry Yeska & 

Son Septic 
Service Is Now 

Hiring CDL 
Drivers Class

 A & B and 
 Laborers. Full 

Time & Part Time 
positions available. 

Experience
preferred but not 

required. Will 
train on the job. 
Please call 
the office at 

610-759-3290.

Part Time Tree Helper 
Wanted! Must Have 

Valid DL. Call 
610-588-1034

Help Wanted
Must Have Taken 
CDL Endorsment 

Class A or B
Benefits Offered
& Vacation Time
Apply by Calling

610-759-3290

PA & NJ Roof-
ing, Siding, & 

Pella Windows. 
Free Estimates, 

Licesnsed & 
Insured. PA: 

610-716-0533, 
PA199715. 

NJ: 908-531-2486,
NJ13VHO0857300

Roofing, Siding 
& Windows

Office & Lot for 
Rent - Rt. 512, Pen 
Argyl.  $1,600/mo  
includes  utilities.
Text 484-542-8579

with Name,  
Address &  

Business Use. Will 
Respond to Text

Rentals

NOW HIRING
 SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

CDL Class B
P & S Endorsments

Will Train.
Call 973-383-2786

stockerbus@gmail.com

Position for oil 
burner service 

tech! Must have 
experience in oil 
burner cleanings, 
service, and air 
conditioning.
Blairstown &

 Belvidere areas. 
Call: 908-362-8910

We Are Looking To Hire
 An  Experienced Groomer

To Join Our Team
Apply in Person At:
 Ruff-ly Purr-fect

436 S 1st St.
 Bangor, PA 18013

or by calling 
Laurie at:

(610) 599-0454

LOCAL BRIDAL BOUTIQUE IS 
LOOKING FOR AN EXPERIENCED 

SEAMSTRESS!

We Can Pin & Deliver the Dress 
or you can pin at our site.

Please Call 610-588-4965 for 
more details!

Sponsored By Trinity UCC Church
632 S. Delaware Dr., Mt. Bethel, PA

Sat., April 25th
Door Open 11:30am  |  Bingo Begins at 12:30pm

Proceeds Benefit
The Trinity General Fund

Tickets Cost: $20 in Advance, $25 at the Door
(Buys 20 Games of Bingo)

175 Tickets Available; First Come - First Serve
         (NO Refunds After Purchase!)

GRAND & SPECIAL PRIZES WILL BE
 AVAILABLE AT AN ADDITIONAL COST

ANYONE UNDER THE
 AGE OF 18 MUST 
BE ACCOMPANIED

 BY AN ADULT TO PLAY!

Lunch & Dessert For Sale
(No Outside Food Permitted)

FMI or Tickets Call:  Trinity UCC at 610-588-1989

Additional

Cards

$5/Packet

PRIZES INCLUDE: DESIGNER PURSES, GIFT CARDS, MENS TOOLS, & BASKETS!

610-554-6908610-554-6908

Garden Pond & Waterfalls 

Grab Your 

Tickets!
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17 Main Street, Blairstown, NJ

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

NOW AT OUR NEW LOCATION!
128 RT. 94, BLAIRSTOWN, NJ 

 NEXT TO THE TRACTOR SUPPLY!

908-535-4064

We Do House Clean Outs!

We are Currently Buying: 
GOLD & SILVER BULLION  •  COINS  

CURRENCY   •   ESTATES  •  ANTIQUES  
COLLECTIBLES  •  SPORTS CARDS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE ESTATES 

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

We Do House Clean Outs!

HONEST & TRANSPARENT
PRICING YOU CAN TRUST!

Finder’s Collection &
 Storage Discoveries

Mother’s Day Ad Sale
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Ad Sale can be used on any type of ad, it does not need to be Mother’s Day Related.
Email thepressads@gmail.com or call 610-988-0969 for more details!


