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Pen Argyl Lookout Fire Co Holds 87th 
Annual  Labor Day Parade

Pen Argyl Lookout Fire Company held their 87th Annual Labor Day 
Parade on September 7th. Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly 
Press

 Bangor Goes Head to Head Against Pocono 
Mountain East During Their Football Game 

Honoring First Responders

 Bangor took on Pocono Mountain East on Septembet 3rd in their 
Football game honoring First Responders. Bangor was defeated 7 
to 34. Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Bangor Wins 3 to 1 Over Pen 
Argyl In Field Hockey

Bangor went head to head with their Slate 
Belt Rivals, Pen Argyl, in field hockey on 
September 4th. Bangor won 3 to 1. Photo by 
Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Pen Argyl Takes on Notre 
Dame Green Pond in Girls 

Soccer

Pen Argyl took on Notre Dame Green Pond 
in  Girls Soccer on September 5th. Pen Argyl 
was defeated 7-0.  Photo by Dale Young/The 
Free Weekly Press



September 9, 2026Page 2 The Free Weekly Press

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013

FRIDAYFRIDAY

Call Us 484-988-0969

Join Northampton 
County Executive Tara 
Zrinski, Aevidum Clubs 
from local high schools, 
the Northampton Coun-
ty Suicide Prevention 
Task Force, and families 
impacted by suicide loss 
for a press conference 
to raise awareness dur-
ing Suicide Prevention 
Month.
Special guests include 

Jim Presto, who is a 
suicide loss survivor, 
part of the Northamp-
ton County LOSS Team 
(Local Outreach to Sui-
cide Survivors), and a 
board member of Aevi-
dum and the American 
Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention (AFSP).
During this press con-

ference, Northampton 
County will highlight 

its commitment to rais-
ing awareness, support-
ing suicide prevention 
efforts, and fostering 
hope for individuals and 
families impacted by 
suicide. Executive Zrin-
ski will recognize the 
dedicated efforts of the 
LOSS (Local Outreach 
to Suicide Survivors) 
Team, which provides 
compassionate support 
to families and indi-
viduals coping with the 
immediate aftermath of 
suicide.
“Suicide impacts ev-

ery community, and 
it is important that we 
come together to both 
prevent these tragedies 
and support the families 
who are left behind,” 
Executive Zrinski says. 
“The LOSS Team’s 

work brings light dur-
ing the darkest moments 
and provides critical 
resources to help survi-
vors navigate grief.”
Throughout Sep-

tember, Northampton 
County will continue 
working with commu-
nity partners to increase 
awareness of suicide 
prevention resources, 
encourage open con-
versations about mental 
health, and remind resi-
dents that help is avail-
able.
If you or someone you 

know is struggling, help 
is available. Call or text 
988, the Suicide & Crisis 
Lifeline, to connect with 
trained counselors 24/7. 
Northampton County 
Crisis is also available 
24/7 at 610-252-9060. 

Northampton County to Holds Press Con-
ference on September 8 to Raise Awareness 

During Suicide Prevention Month

Congressman Kean Hosts Veterans Affairs 
Roundtable with Secretary Collins

Last week, Congress-
man Tom Kean, Jr. (NJ-
07) hosted a Veteran 
Services and Advocacy 
Roundtable with U.S. 
Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs Doug Collins.
The roundtable brought 

together federal, state, 
and local leaders, Vet-
erans Service Organiza-
tions, veteran-serving 
nonprofits, and other 
veterans from New Jer-
sey’s 7th Congressional 
District. Participants 
discussed the priorities 
and challenges facing 
veterans and their fami-
lies, while working to 
identify solutions and 
strengthen the support 
available to those who 
have served.
“It is my priority to en-

sure that New Jersey’s 
veterans receive the 
care, benefits, and sup-
port they have earned,” 
said Congressman Kean. 
“I appreciate Secretary 
Collins coming to New 
Jersey and hearing di-
rectly from the veterans 
and organizations serv-
ing our communities. 
From the Lyons VA to 
local veterans’ organiza-
tions across our district, 
I am focused on identi-
fying what is working, 
fixing what is not, and 
strengthening the ser-

vices veterans rely on. 
I will continue working 
to cut through obstacles 
and make sure the men 
and women who served 
our country can access 
the care and support they 
deserve.”
“Under President 

Trump and thanks to 
the steadfast support of 
strong leaders like Rep. 
Kean, VA is making 
major improvements for 
Veterans in New Jersey 
and across the nation,” 
said VA Secretary Doug 
Collins. “We look for-
ward to continuing to 
work with Rep. Kean to 
make VA benefits better, 
faster and easier to use 
than ever before.”
“The Veterans of For-

eign Wars thanks Con-
gressman Kean and 
Secretary Collins for 
their leadership and co-
operation with veteran 
advocates to improve the 
lives and welfare of New 
Jersey’s veterans,” said 
Ken Hagemann, VFW 
State Commander, De-
partment of New Jersey.
“It was a true privilege 

to sit at this table. I was 
honored to contribute to 
this vital conversation 
with our leadership, fo-
cusing on how we can 
better support our vet-
erans, their needs and 

valuable community 
presence,” said Jacquie 
Petersen, Warren County 
VSO. “Participants were 
given time to discuss 
our concerns. Topics 
ranged from VA Health-
care, Transportation, VA 
Claims and the concerns 
for our veterans as they 
transition back to civil-
ian life.”
“Congressman Kean’s 

Veterans Advocacy 
Roundtable was truly a 
brilliant way to gather 
Veterans Advocates from 
various backgrounds to 
share their insights and 
suggestions, resulting 
in a highly productive 
meeting,” said Stacia 
McDonough, founder of 
Independence for Veter-
ans. “It’s clear that the 
Congressman and his 
dedicated team are com-
mitted to making mean-
ingful improvements in 
the Veterans’ services. 
As someone from a fam-
ily extraordinarily rich 
in military history, it 
brings me great joy to 
witness progress being 
made for their benefit. 
Words alone cannot fully 
convey my gratitude for 
his outstanding efforts.”
For more information 

on recent VA improve-
ments visit:department.
va.gov/veteransfirst.
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Adult Fiction: Not a Word: A Novel by Linwood Barclay; Above 
the Bay of Angels: A Novel by Rhys Bowen; Promise Me Nev-
er: A Novel by Liv Constantine; Lifted by the Wings of Destiny: 
January-June 1874 by Ginny Dye; The Knave and the Moon by 
Rachel Gillig; Never Whistle at Night: An Indigenous Dark Fic-
tion Anthology; Back for Blood: Never Whistle at Night, Part II; 
That Night: A Novel by Gillian McAllister; The Intrigue by Silvia 
Moreno-Garcia; The Most Dangerous Games by MrBeast; The 
Birthing Tree by Amanda Peters; The Parisian Heist: A Novel 
by Jo Piazza; Just for the Plot by Meghan Quinn; Kissed by the 
Gods by Caty Rogan; Caught Up by Liz Tomforde; Play Along 
by Liz Tomforde; The Right Move by Liz Tomforde; Mile High by 

Liz Tomforde; Rewind it Back by Liz Tomforde

Adult Non Fiction:
Hope by Lisa Gail Davis; The Korean Myths: A Guide to the 
Gods, Heroes and Legends by Heinz Insu Fenkl; Hidden Haunts: 
A Creepy Collection of Forgotten Ghostly Places by Conner 
Gossel; The Kennedys and the Windsors: The Story of Two Dy-
nasties, One Born, One Made by Caroline Hallemann; The Kirby 
Collection of Historical Paintings, Located at Lafayette College, 
Easton, Pennsylvania by Lafayette College, Easton, Pa.; Dedi-

cation: Bee Hive Youth Center

Large Print Adult Fiction:
The Melody of Love by Wanda E. Brunstetter; Delusional by 
James Patterson;  This Changes Everything by Lisa Scottoline; 

The Author’s Guide to Murder: A Novel by Beatriz Williams

Easy Fiction:
Penelope Rex vs. the New Kid by Ryan T. Higgins; Penguin Pete, 
Ahoy! By Marcus Pfister; Little Blue Truck Lost and Found by 

Alice Schertle

Easy Non Fiction:
Butt or Face?: Rainbow Butts by Kari Lavelle

Junior Fiction:
Island of Skulls by Peter Burns; Fight of the Flamestrike by 
Cressida Cowell; Kiki and the New Magic by Eiko Kadono; The 

Neverfear by Katherine Rundell 

Junior Non Fiction:
LEGO DC Comics Super Heroes: The Awesome Guide by Cavan 
Scott; Atlas of Spooky Places: A Spine-Tingling Tour of Mum-

mies, Monsters, Mysteries, and More by Paige Towler

Young Adult Fiction:
Barbie Dreamscape by Alex Aster; All Better Now by Neal Shus-

terman

DVDs:
Disclosure Day; Star Wars: The Mandalorian and Grogu

New to the Bangor
Public Library

 39 S Main St, Bangor, PA 18013
Phone: (610) 588-4136

Blue Mountain Community Library News:
The library is located at 216 S. Robinson Ave. in Pen Argyl.  Open hours are Mon-

day-Saturday 10am-12pm and Monday and Thursday 6-8pm.  Questions?
  Call 610-863-3029 or email info@bmcl.org.

Our new stairlift has been installed, thanks to grant funding from both the Green 
Knight Economic Development Corporation and Libraries Transforming Communi-
ties:  Accessible Small and Rural Communities via the American Library Associa-

tion.  It will be inspected and ready for use soon.
Stop by to see our beautiful new siding, lighting, and lettering on our building, via 
Wagner's Wood Specialties, thanks to a generous grant from the Green Knight Eco-

nomic Development Corporation.

Get your ticket now for a special luncheon with author Lee Upton on Thurs., Oct. 8 
at 12pm at Grace United Methodist Church, 404 E. Mountain Ave., Pen Argyl.  Tickets 
are $15 and available at the library through Sept. 26.  Cash or check.  Visit www.

leeupton.com and check out one of her books!

Fall Preschool Storytime will meet the first and third Wednesdays of each month at 
10:30am:  Sept. 2 and 16, Oct. 7 and 21, Nov. 4 and 18, and Dec. 2 and 16.  Partic-
ipants are required to register for each storytime they plan to attend; send child’s 
name, birthdate, parent/guardian’s name, and phone number to info@bmcl.org, or 
provide this info at the library or via 610-863-3029.  Deadline is Monday two days 

prior to each storytime.  Spots are limited.

Our Readers' Raffle will continue through September!  Every time you use your li-
brary card, get a chance to win a $25 gift certificate to Zanette's Nazareth Grill!

The adult book discussion group next meets on Tues., Sept. 8 at 6:30pm to discuss 
"The Berry Pickers" by Amanda Peters.  Email info@bmcl.org to RSVP.

Thanks to donors, we have new wooden puzzles and a cute new table and chairs in 
the children's room!  Come check them out - and try our school-themed scavenger 

hunt for September.

New to the circulating collection:

Adult fiction:
  The Unicorn Hunters (Katherine Arden); Seek the Traitor's Son (Veronica Roth); 
Project Hail Mary (Andy Weir); Want to Know a Secret? (Freida McFadden); The In-

truder (Freida McFadden)

Large print:
  Ghost to the Rescue (Carolyn Hart);  An Island Wedding (Jenny Colgan); Jacqueline 

in Paris (Ann Mah)

YA fiction:
Amethyst:  Princess of Gemworld (Shannon Hale and Dean Hale); The Okay Witch 
(Emma Steinkellner; Table Titans Club (Scott Kurtz); Crown of Midnight (Sarah J. 
Maas); Frank Herbert's Dune [graphic novel] (Brian Herbert and Kevin J. Anderson); 

George Washington (Jeffrey Finegan)

YA nonfiction:
  Lafayette! [graphic novel] (Nathan Hale); Total Olympics (Jeremy Fuchs); The King 

of Sting (Coyote Peterson)

Juvenile fiction:
  Poppleton (Cynthia Rylant); Call of the Sound Dragon (Tracey West); Amy the Am-
ethyst Fairy (Daisy Meadows); Prism's Paint (Emily Bliss); Vacation Dreams (Sue 
Bentley); Dory and the Real True Friend (Abby Hanlon); Intergalactic Gas (Aaron 
Blabey); Peanut Butter and Jelly (Ben Clanton); Narwhal's Otter Friend (Ben Clan-
ton); InvestiGATORS Heist and Seek (John Patrick Green); The Seals on the Bus 
(Lenny Hort); This Book Is Perfect! (Ron Keres); Pete the Cat and the New Guy (Kim-
berly and James Dean); The World Needs More Purple People (Kristen Bell and Ben-
jamin Hart); 5-Minute Pinkalicious Stories (Victoria Kann); Trollbella Throws a Party 

(Chris Colfer)

Juvenile nonfiction:
 Who Would Win? (Jerry Pallotta); Lions (Amy Sky Koster); Weird Sea Creatures 
(Laura Marsh); What Was the Gold Rush? (Joan Holub); What Was the Titanic? 
(Stephanie Sabol); What Was Woodstock? (Joan Holub); The Everything Kids' Sci-
ence Experiments Book (Tom Robinson); Explorers:  Triumphs and Troubles (Paul 
Mason); 100,000 Whys (Ryan Hale); The Marvelous Thing That Came from a Spring 

(Gilbert Ford)

New to the Blue Mountain 
Community Library

WMI Study Outlines Opportunities to Strengthen PGC and PFBC
Wildlife Management 

Institute (WMI) has 
completed its research 
study of the Pennsylva-
nia Game Commission 
(PGC) and the Penn-
sylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission (PFBC). 
WMI, a third-party, 
non-profit organization, 
conducted this study to 
evaluate opportunities 
to improve the long-term 
sustainability of both 
commissions.
Through this broad 

look at both agencies, 
WMI has made several 
recommendations that 
both the PGC and PFBC 
will take into consider-
ation, specifically as to 
how those recommen-
dations could directly 
impact the hunters and 

anglers of the Common-
wealth. As noted in the 
report, more granular 
evaluation is needed be-
fore any implementation 
takes place.
Some notable take-

aways:
- The study does not 

mention a recommen-
dation for merging the 
PGC and PFBC into one 
agency.
- There are recommen-

dations to consolidate 
services across some 
administrative areas to 
increase efficiency (pg. 
68).
- The study recom-

mends the unification 
of the PGC Bureau of 
Wildlife Protection and 
the PFBC Bureau of Law 
Enforcement. This uni-

fied force would be under 
the purview of the PGC. 
(pgs. 59, 69).

- A recommendation to 
look for opportunities 
co-locate staff in field of-

fices (pg. 69).
The full study can be 

found online at: /www.
pa .gov/content /dam /
copapwp-pagov/en/pgc/
documents/about-us/me-
diareportssurveys/pa_
report_final_083126.pdf
From PGC Executive 

Director Steve Smith:
“The Pennsylvania 

Game Commission 
takes its fiscal respon-
sibility seriously, and 
that includes being good 
stewards of every dollar 
entrusted to us. In part, 
that is why we chose to 
do this study now, when 
the Commission is in 
solid financial standing. 
Our focus will always 
be on making thought-
ful decisions and invest-
ments that will protect 

the interests of Pennsyl-
vania hunters.
It is of the utmost im-

portance to note that the 
recommendations within 
this study do not reflect 
any imminent or im-
mediate action from the 
Game Commission.
This robust report war-

rants meticulous review 
and in-depth communi-
cation with our constitu-
ents, our board of com-
missioners, legislators, 
stakeholders and the Fish 
and Boat Commission.
We appreciate the exten-

sive amount of effort that 
WMI put into this study 
to locate potential ar-
eas of improvement that 
could ultimately benefit 
the Game Commission, 
the Fish and Boat Com-
mission and Pennsylva-
nia’s hunters, anglers and 
wildlife resources.”
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Bangor (3) vs Pen Argyl (1) Girls Field Hockey

Photo by Dale Young/Photo by Dale Young/
The Free Weekly PressThe Free Weekly Press
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Hello, fellow readers,
     After an unsettling 

morning yesterday, I 
decided to soothe my 
soul with a walk in the 
woods. Jolee and I head-
ed to the Paulinskill Val-
ley Trail, parking at the 
lot by Footbridge Park 
to walk our often-trav-
eled three-mile route to 
Blairstown Airport and 
back.
     But barricades 

greeted us with signs 
from the park service: 
“Area Closed.” I consid-
ered investigating but 
honored the announce-
ment. So, leaving the 
truck parked, we walked 
beyond Footbridge Park 
to the trail entrance in 
the opposite direction.
     So you could say I 

didn’t choose another 
route; I was guided 
there, which brought 
treasures and reflections 
that helped my heart.
     I always enjoy the 

life of the woods and the 
beautiful combinations 
of plants Mother Nature 
puts into place, drawing 
my attention away from 
the noise in my head 
and toward the beauty 
around me.
    White wood asters 

(Eurybia divaricata) are 
beginning their late-
summer show, their 
small white flowers 
hovering above dark 
green foliage and min-
gling with colonies of 
Christmas fern (Polys-
tichum acrostichoides) 
and lady fern (Athyrium 
filix-femina). Yes, there 
was Japanese stilt grass 
here and there among 
them, and I felt the urge 
to weed it out. But had I 
started, I might still be 
there.
     Have you noticed 

how many woodland 
wildflowers bloom 

Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary!

Mary E. Stone
Stone Associates

Landscape Design
& Consulting,
Blairstown, NJ

white? Their flowers 
are especially luminous 
in the subdued light be-
neath the tree canopy, 
where they lure a host of 
late-season pollinators.
     Jolee remembered 

the trail even though 
we hadn’t traveled this 
direction together in a 
long while. She knew 
the paths leading down 
to the Paulins Kill and 
headed toward the water 
for a dip. But I kept her 
on her retractable leash 
rather than allowing 
her usual explorations, 
mostly in pursuit of 
chipmunks. She didn’t 
seem to mind.
    On the return trip, 

we made our way down 
a rocky slope to a small 
pool someone had fash-
ioned with stones in a 
nook along the water’s 
edge. The water was 
fresh and clear, and 
Jolee happily stepped 
in. I considered dip-
ping my feet too, but the 
day wasn’t quite warm 
enough.
    Back on the trail, 

the old railroad cinders 
turned Jolee’s wet pads 
black—a trace of an-
other time next to the 
wildflowers and ferns of 
today.
    The Paulinskill 

Valley Trail follows 
the former New York, 
Susquehanna & West-
ern Railway, which 
once carried passen-
gers, coal, produce, and 
dairy products through 
the valley. Pieces of its 
history linger beneath 
our feet and alongside 
the trail.  
    I came upon one 

of them—an old con-
crete milepost marked 
“JC 81,” signifying 81 
miles to Jersey City, the 
railroad’s eastern ter-
minus. But in that mo-
ment, I saw something 
else. JC brought Jesus 
Christ to mind, and 
the 8, turned sideways, 
became the symbol for 
infinity. The One stood 
alone beside it.
    I smiled. Sometimes 

we see what we need to 
see. My heart lifted.
     As we walked along 

the trail, the landscape 
from the past was re-
vealing its future. The 
nearly   130-year-old 
Paulina Dam, near East 
Crisman Road, was 
removed in 2024. For 

generations, the dam 
held back the Paulins 
Kill, creating a broad, 
lake-like expanse of 
water. I remember 
walking this trail when 
houses sat high above 
that wide stretch of riv-
er, and turtles sunned 
themselves on logs and 
rocks below.
    Now the water is nar-

row again, and the Pau-
lins Kill has returned to 
its free-flowing state.
     Below one house, a 

paddle boat rested off to 
the side—a relic of the 
water that used to be 
there. Nearby, protec-
tive tubes surrounded 
newly planted trees—
small signs of a land-
scape beginning again.

     For a moment, it 
felt almost ghostlike. 
I wondered where the 
turtles sun themselves 
now and thought of the 
people in those houses 
and how dramatically 
their familiar view had 
changed.
     Yet, beneath that 

sense of loss, I could 
feel the breath of a river 

returned to its natural 
state, finding its way 
again.
    And as Jolee and I 

continued along the 
trail, I thought, perhaps 
I am finding my way 
too.
    Garden Dilemmas? 

AskMaryStone.com or 
tune in on your favorite 
podcast app.

Debbie Pettinari
Providing Insurance & Financial Services

Agent

106 S. Broadway
Wind Gap, PA 18091

Bus: 610-881-4433
Fax: 610-881-4432
Cell: 484-695-8070
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908-362-6341908-362-6341

DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?  
Community Newspapers Community Newspapers 

are rated as the most are rated as the most 
trusted source oftrusted source of

 information about  information about 
candidates running for candidates running for 
public office - topping public office - topping 
 ALL OTHER MEDIA! ALL OTHER MEDIA!

YOU CAN COUNT ON US!YOU CAN COUNT ON US!(95¢ Delivery Fee)   Call for Delivery Range

610-863-6670
510 E. Main St., Pen Argyl

610-863-6670
510 E. Main St., Pen Argyl

Dine-In   •   Take-Out   •   Delivery    •   Catering Available
Open Daily: 11am-10pm

 Monday-Thursday
2 Large Plain Pizza

$26.95*
*Cannot combine with any 
other offers. Must present 

coupons. 

$5 OFF
$30*

Pick-Up or Delivery ONLY. Toppings Extra.

Pen Argyl Lookout Fire Co 87th Annual Labor Day Parade

SEE MORE PHOTOS & 

SEE MORE PHOTOS & 

VIDEOS ON OUR 

VIDEOS ON OUR 

FACEBOOK!
FACEBOOK!

 Photos by Dale Young/
The Free Weekly Press
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 Photos by Dale Young/
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Miracle Ear Miracle Ear Center

If your husband won’t listen,
bring him to me!

Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)
1619 N. Ninth Street, 

Stroudsburg, PA 18360
570-476-9949

1343 Blue Valley Drive, 
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-588-3383

Pen Argyl Lookout Fire Co 87th Annual Labor Day Parade Continued

SEE MORE PHOTOS & 

SEE MORE PHOTOS & 

VIDEOS ON OUR 

VIDEOS ON OUR 

FACEBOOK!
FACEBOOK!
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Hours: Tues: 2-10pm; Wed: 4-11pm; 
Thurs: 4-11pm;  Fri: 4pm-2am;

 Sat: 12pm-2am; Sun: 1pm-11pm; 
CLOSED MONDAY

Live MusicLive Music
This SaturdayThis Saturday

September 12thSeptember 12th
 - with - - with -
Mike Mike 

Lawlor Lawlor 
BANNEDBANNED

Live Music
This Saturday

September 12th
 - with -
Mike 

Lawlor 
BANNED

Bangor (7) vs Pocono Mt. East (34) Football

SEE MORE PHOTOS &
 

SEE MORE PHOTOS &
 

VIDEOS O
N OUR 

VIDEOS O
N OUR 

FACEBOOK!

FACEBOOK!
Photo by Dale Photo by Dale 

Young/The Young/The 
Free Weekly Free Weekly 

PressPress
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64 Rt. 46 Delaware, NJ • 908-475-0060 • 610-888-6613

Hunter’s Lodge Restaurant & MotelHunter’s Lodge Restaurant & MotelHunter’s Lodge Restaurant & Motel

Serving BreakfastServing Breakfast
at 11amat 11am

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Martini Monday!Martini Monday!
$5 Wells$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!Taco Tuesday!
$7.99$7.99

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

SteamedSteamed
ClamsClams

Steamed
Clams

Call 610-888-6613 For Motel Rooms!

64 Rt. 46, Columbia, NJ  •  908-475-0060 •  We Are Open 11am-11pm  •  7 Days a Week  

Motel Rooms Rates: $110/Night; $600/Week;  $1,200/Mo.
Includes: A/C & Heat, WiFi, Dish Network, Trash, Parking, Small Fridge & Microwave.

Try OurTry Our

LegendaryLegendary

Steaks!Steaks!
Try Our

Legendary

Steaks!

Like Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJ

Shapiro Administration Secures $15 Million Settlement from Shell, Including $7.5 Million 
to Resolve Air Quality Violations in PA

The Shapiro Admin-
istration announced 
that the Pennsylvania 
Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection 
(DEP) entered into 
a consent order and 
agreement(opens in a 
new tab) (COA) with 
Shell Chemicals Ap-
palachia, LLC (Shell), 
in which Shell formally 
acknowledged that the 
company exceeded to-
tal emission limitations 
for air contaminants 
and violated other en-
vironmental require-
ments, agreed to make 
improvements to re-
duce future exceed-
ances, and agreed to 
pay $15 million to DEP 
and the local Beaver 
County community. 
The COA resolves air 
quality violations at 
Shell’s petrochemical 
facility in Potter and 
Center townships, Bea-
ver County, from 2023 
through August 2026.
Under the 

agreement(opens in a 

new tab), Shell will pay 
a $7.5 million civil pen-
alty, with 25 percent of 
that penalty directed to 
the Potter Township, 
the host municipal-
ity, as required by law. 
Shell will also contrib-
ute an additional $7.5 
million to establish the 
new Beaver County En-
vironment and Commu-
nity Fund, bringing the 
total direct investment 
in the local community 
to $9.375 million.
The Beaver County 

Environment and Com-
munity Fund will sup-
port projects that ben-
efit the environment, 
health, natural re-
sources, public safety, 
and small businesses 
in Beaver County. The 
fund will begin with 
$1 million available for 
grants, while the re-
maining $6.5 million 
will be established as 
an endowment to cre-
ate a lasting source of 
grant funding for the 
community.

“DEP is continuing to 
hold Shell accountable 
for air quality viola-
tions and continuing 
to secure resources to 
improve the neighbor-
ing communities,” said 
DEP Secretary Jessica 
Shirley. “This penalty 
and the new Beaver 
County Environment 
and Community Fund 
will help improve the 
surrounding communi-
ties and reduce the im-
pact from the facility 
on the people that live 
there.”
Under the agreement, 

Shell is required to sub-
mit plans to improve 
the facility’s elevated 
flare system and com-
plete upgrades to its 
wastewater treatment 
plant. Shell also will 
continue submitting 
monthly emissions re-
ports to DEP, which 
will be posted on DEP’s 
website.
The agreement re-

solves air quality vio-
lations occurring from 

2023 through August 
2026, including viola-
tions involving emis-
sions from the facility 
and other environmen-
tal requirements. Shell 
also will be required to 
complete additional op-
erational improvements 
under the agreement.
The Shapiro Adminis-

tration has consistently 
held Shell accountable 
for violations at the fa-
cility. In 2023, DEP se-
cured a nearly $10 mil-
lion agreement(opens 
in a new tab) with 
Shell, including a $4.9 
million civil penalty 
and an additional $5 
million commitment 
for environmental proj-
ects benefiting the local 
community. Projects 
funded through that 
agreement included so-
lar energy installations, 
museum exhibits, and 
local park upgrades.
Pennsylvania’s En-

vironmental Rights 
Amendment guaran-
tees Pennsylvanians the 

right to clean air and 
pure water. Under Gov-
ernor Josh Shapiro’s 
leadership, his Admin-
istration will continue 
to enforce(opens in a 
new tab) the Common-
wealth’s environmental 
laws and regulations 
and hold companies ac-
countable when they 

violate those require-
ments.
For more information 

about the Shell Petro-
chemical Complex, visit ​
Shell Chemical Appala-
chia, LLC Petrochemi-
cals Complex | Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection | Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania.
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TODD’S
AUTO BODY

610-588-4633
1025 Mt. Bethel Hwy.

Rt. 512, Mt. Bethel, PA

Hours: Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm

toddsauto@carcarepa.com
 We work with all insurance companies!

TREE WORK

Craig Wickett 

TRIMMING - REMOVAL - STORM DAMAGE - FIREWOOD
STUMP GRINDING - CHIPPING - WE DO SLATE REPAIRS!

Free Estimates | Fully Insured

CraigWickettTreeWork.com

For Fast Service, Call:
H: 610-599-6882
C: 610-442-2996

75ft
BUCKET

TRUCK
75ft

BUCKET
TRUCK

24 Hr. Emergency
Storm Damage Service

Call for Discount

Pen Argyl Lookout Fire Co 87th Annual Labor Day Celebration

SEE MORE PHOTOS &
 

SEE MORE PHOTOS &
 

VIDEOS O
N OUR 

VIDEOS O
N OUR 

FACEBOOK!

FACEBOOK!
Photo by Dale Photo by Dale 

Young/The Young/The 
Free Weekly Free Weekly 

PressPress
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GRAY’S RECYCLING

908-475-3797 Gray’s Recycling Mulch

MULCH  •  TOP SOIL  •  STONE  • DYED MULCH
Pick Up Or Delivered To Your Location

MULCH AVAILABLE STONE AVAILABLE
Hardwood, Dyed, Black, Brown, Red, 

& Cedar Mulches, Topsoil,
 Clean Fill, & Wood Chips

We Now Sell Mushroom Soil!

Dumping for Brush, Logs, Wood Chips, & Bales of Straw!

River Stone: 3/8”, 3/4”, 1” to 3”
Red Stone  3/4”

ALSO AVAILABLE:
3/4” Gravel, 3/8” Crushed 

Gravel, QP Stone, & Stone Dust
WE ACCEPT YARD DEBRIS We Also Offer

Heavy & Light
Land Clearing

CASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDCASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Summer Hours:
Open Mon-Fri: 7am-4pm

Saturday: 7am-Noon
Closed Sundays!

Summer Hours:
Open Mon-Fri: 7am-4pm

Saturday: 7am-Noon
Closed Sundays!

Commercial & Residential Sales!

Pen Argyl Lookout Fire Co 87th Annual Labor Day Celebration Continued

SEE MORE PHOTOS &
 

SEE MORE PHOTOS &
 

VIDEOS O
N OUR 

VIDEOS O
N OUR 

FACEBOOK!

FACEBOOK!

Photo by Dale Young/The Photo by Dale Young/The 
Free Weekly PressFree Weekly Press



September 9, 2026Page 12 The Free Weekly Press

106 Rt. 94, Blairstown, NJ

17 Main Street, Blairstown, NJ

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AT
128 RT. 94, BLAIRSTOWN, NJ 

 NEXT TO THE TRACTOR SUPPLY!

908-535-4064
EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AT
128 RT. 94, BLAIRSTOWN, NJ 

 NEXT TO THE TRACTOR SUPPLY!

908-535-4064

We Do House Clean Outs!

We are Currently Buying: 
GOLD & SILVER BULLION  •  COINS  

CURRENCY   •   ESTATES  •  ANTIQUES  
COLLECTIBLES  •  SPORTS CARDS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE ESTATES 

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

We Do House Clean Outs!

HONEST & TRANSPARENT
PRICING YOU CAN TRUST!

Finder’s Collection &
 Storage Discoveries

Pen Argyl (0) vs Notre Dame Green Pond (7) Girls Soccer 

SEE MORE PHOTOS &
 

SEE MORE PHOTOS &
 

VIDEOS O
N OUR 

VIDEOS O
N OUR 

FACEBOOK!

FACEBOOK!

Photo by Dale Young/The Photo by Dale Young/The 
Free Weekly PressFree Weekly Press
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Mowing, Overgrown Brush,
Saplings, & Weeds!

TREE SERVICE, Inc.

garyeagle.com

Did You Know...Our Most Recent Editions Did You Know...Our Most Recent Editions 
Are Just A Click Away!Are Just A Click Away!

Follow Us Online at: Follow Us Online at: 
thepressnewsonline.com and on Facebook!thepressnewsonline.com and on Facebook!

��������������������������������������
���������
��������

���������������������
���������
Residential/Commercial Electric

Light Carpentry | Painting | Home Repairs
Residential/Commercial Electric

Light Carpentry | Painting | Home Repairs

PA REG. #PA058650

FULLY

LICENSED

& INSURED

AG Davenport Renews Call for EPA Action on Microplastics
Attorney General Jen-

nifer Davenport led 
a comment letter to 
the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agen-
cy (EPA) once again 
urging it to include 
microplastics on its 
Unregulated Contami-
nant Monitoring Rule 
(UCMR) 6. The letter 
follows two prior mul-
tistate efforts — both 
led by New Jersey — 
requesting the inclusion 
of microplastics on this 
list of contaminants. 
The newly filed letter 
was joined by 12 other 
attorneys general.
“We are still learning 

the extent of the health 
risks posed to all of us 
by microplastics, and to 
respond appropriately 
we need more data,” 
said Attorney General 
Davenport. “Given that 
kids are particularly at 
risk from exposure to 
these tiny plastic frag-
ments, it is especially 
important that the EPA 
require greater data 
collection and monitor-
ing to inform further 
action to protect public 
health.”
“New Jersey urges 

the federal government 
to do the right thing 
by requiring national 
testing to better under-
stand the impact pollu-
tion from microplastics 
is having on the safety 
of our drinking water,” 
New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmen-
tal Protection Acting 
Commissioner Ed Po-
tosnak said. “Pollution 
from microplastics is 
widespread in the en-
vironment — and our 
understanding of the 
potential public health 
consequences is rapidly 
expanding, especially 
for children. By con-
ducting microplastics 
monitoring across the 
nation, we will be able 
to develop strategies 
and standards to protect 
the health of all Ameri-
cans.”
Microplastics have 

gained attention as a 
topic of public health 
concern in recent years, 
and New Jersey has 
led numerous efforts to 
prompt further study of 
these tiny, ubiquitous 
particles.
EPA is required to 

regularly publish two 
lists of unregulated 
contaminants pursuant 
to the Safe Drinking 
Water Act: the UCMR 
and the Contaminant 
Candidate List (CCL). 
The UCMR allows EPA 
to monitor the presence 
of 30 contaminants in 
public water systems by 
collecting data regard-
ing their frequency and 
occurrence. The CCL 
identifies priority con-
taminants for further 
research and potential 
regulation, but does not 
require monitoring or 
data collection.
In November 2025, 

then-Governor Phil 
Murphy led a petition, 
signed by six other gov-
ernors, asking EPA to 
add microplastics to the 
forthcoming draft of 
the UCMR 6. In June 
2026, Attorney General 
Davenport led a com-
ment letter, joined by 14 
other attorneys general, 
applauding EPA’s inclu-
sion of microplastics on 
the draft CCL 6, and 
calling for EPA to in-
clude microplastics on 
the forthcoming draft 
of the UCMR 6. The 
draft UCMR 6 was pub-

lished on July 1, 2026, 
and did not include mi-
croplastics.
The letter asks EPA 

to reconsider its cur-
rent proposal and in-
clude microplastics in 
the final version of the 
UCMR 6. The states 
call for strong federal 
action on this important 
issue to ensure that nec-
essary frequency and 
occurrence information 
is collected, which will 
enable future research 
and regulatory efforts 
to adequately address 
the risks posed by mi-
croplastics to the en-
vironment and public 
health.
If microplastics are not 

added to the UCMR, 
our understanding of 
them will be stymied 
by the lack of consistent 
nationwide definitions, 
analytical methodolo-
gies, and requirements 
for monitoring and data 

collection.
Under the Safe Drink-

ing Water Act, EPA 
must include a con-
taminant on the UCMR 
if requested by a peti-
tion of at least seven 
governors, unless EPA 
determines that doing 
so would prevent the 
listing of other con-
taminants of a higher 
public health concern. 
However, EPA did not 
determine that other 
contaminants present 
a higher public health 
concern when it pub-
lished the UCMR 6 this 
summer without includ-
ing microplastics.
Microplastics are tiny, 

often invisible particles 
less than 5 millimeters 
in diameter — even as 
tiny as 1 nanometer — 
composed of polymers 
and various chemical 
additives that were ei-
ther originally part of a 
plastic product or were 

adsorbed from the sur-
rounding environment.
Research indicates mi-

croplastics are found 
throughout our environ-
ment including in our 
planet’s water, air, and 
land and because of the 
nature of the particles 
has the potential to af-
fect human health. They 
have been found in all 
human organ systems, 
including the brain, and 
depending on their size 
and shape, can lead to 
cellular or tissue dam-
age. In addition, mi-
croplastics can act as 
vectors for toxic chemi-
cals to enter the human 
body, compounding ex-
posure.

This matter was han-
dled by Deputy Attor-
neys General Matthew 
Novak and Charlie 
Stegner-Freitag, under 
the supervision of As-
sistant Attorney Gener-
al Jessica Palmer, with-
in the Division of Law’s 
Environment and Clean 
Energy Practice Group.
Joining Attorney Gen-

eral Davenport in filing 
the comment letter are 
the attorneys general 
of Delaware, Illinois, 
Massachusetts, Michi-
gan, Minnesota, New 
Mexico, New York, 
North Carolina, Wis-
consin, Vermont, Vir-
ginia, and the District 
of Columbia.
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Local Business Directory
Promote your business in our local Business Directory for

ONLY $228 for 12 Weeks! Thats Only $19/Week 

CARPET CLEANING

TREE WORK

Jim’s Tree
 Service

610-588-5761
908-763-5709

1-800-793-0465

40 Years In Business!

GOUCHERTREESERVICE.COM

610-588-5761
908-763-5709

1-800-793-0465

 NJ License: NJTC 784049 

Professional Tree Care
Stump Grinding 

Articulating Tractor
Removes Grindings 

Both Fit Through a 36in Gate 

Jim Goucher, Jr. &  Karen Goucher

40 Years In Business!

Call Us at  484-988-0969 or 
Email us at: thepressads@gmail.com 

for more details Today!

Gardens Need TLC?

Kean Introduces Bipartisan Legislation to Expand Access to Veteran Mental Health Services
 Last week, Congress-

man Tom Kean, Jr. (NJ-
07) introduced legisla-
tion alongside Reps. 
Schrier (WA-08), Fitz-
patrick (PA-01), Cas-
ten (IL-06), and Cohen 
(TN-09) that would ex-
pand access to Vet Cen-
ter mental health coun-
seling for veterans and 
their families across the 
country. The Veterans 
Centers-Enabled Na-
tional Treatment Equi-
table Resource Supple-
ment (CENTERS) for 
Mental Health Act of 
2026 directs the VA to 
use census data and the 
VA’s statistical data to 
ensure every veteran 
has access to a Vet Cen-

ter. 
“Veterans sacrifice so 

much to keep our nation 
safe and deserve access 
to quality mental health 
care close to home,” said 
Congressman Kean. 
“Many veterans in New 
Jersey and across the 
country are faced with 
long, sometimes im-
possible travel to get 
the help they need. I 
worked across the aisle 
to find a solution. This 
bill, the Vet CENTERS 
for Mental Health Act, 
would increase access 
to mental health facili-
ties and ensure our vet-
erans receive access to 
the benefits they earned.
“We have a clear re-

sponsibility to make 
sure that those who have 
served and protected 
our country receive the 
best service and care 
possible. Recent trag-
edies in Washington 
state and Veterans men-
tal health crises across 
our country are stark re-
minders of why we need 
to address the Veteran 
mental health care gap,” 
said Congresswoman 
Schrier. “For rural com-
munities in Washington 
state, Vet Centers are 
often hours away and 
understaffed. We need 
to do more to ensure 
Veterans have acces-
sible care that works for 
them. This bill will en- sure that Veterans and 

their families can eas-
ily access centers and 
mental health resources, 
improving the health of 
our entire communities 
and supporting those 
who have served our 
country.”

Background:
Vet Centers provide a 

range of services to vet-
erans and their families, 
including mental health 
counseling to combat 
veterans and those who 
suffered military sexual 
assault as well as be-

reavement services to 
families of servicemem-
bers who die on duty. 
Vet Centers’ practice 
of providing services to 
families in addition to 
the affected veterans is 
also unique in the VA 
veteran care space.
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Make Checks Payable to: The Free Weekly Press, LLC

Ads with
Photos!

$20

CLASSIFIED ADS CAN BE SUBMITTED VIA EMAIL TO: THEPRESSADS@GMAIL.COM OR BY 
MAIL TO: THE FREE WEEKLY PRESS, PO BOX 606, BANGOR, PA 18013

All Classified ads are $15 per week, per inch, with the exception of Yard 
Sale ads, which are $5. There is no charge for items being listed as 

FREE. Please specify the category in which you would like you ad to 
appear (ex: Help Wanted, Real Estate, Rentals, Vehicle...Etc.) 

Please specify which size ad, and how many weeks you wish to run. 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.

Puppies 
for Sale

Siding, Roofer, and 
Window Installer.
Experienced only.

Must have drivers li
cense.  Work available 

immediately. Call 
Comunale Construction 
at 610-588-6715 TS

CDL DRIVERS 
& LABORERS 

WANTED
Henry Yeska & 

Son Septic 
Service Is Now 

Hiring CDL 
Drivers Class

 A & B and 
 Laborers. Full 

Time & Part Time 
positions available. 

Experience
preferred but not 

required. Will 
train on the job. 

Please call 
the office at 

610-759-3290

Part Time Tree Helper 
Wanted! Must Have 

Valid DL. Call 
610-588-1034

Help Wanted
Must Have Taken 
CDL Endorsment 

Class A or B
Benefits Offered
& Vacation Time
Apply by Calling

610-759-3290

NOW HIRING
 SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

CDL Class B
P & S Endorsments

Will Train.
Call 973-383-2786

stockerbus@gmail.com

Position for oil 
burner service 

tech! Must have 
experience in oil 
burner cleanings, 
service, and air 
conditioning.
Blairstown &

 Belvidere areas. 
Call: 908-362-8910

Bus Person
Wanted!

Mt. Bethel
Diner, 

Apply In
Person.

2600 North
Delaware Dr.,

Mt. Bethel

OFFICE SUITE 
WITH PRIVATE 
BATHROOM.
 2ND FLOOR,

INCLUDES HEAT 
AND ELECTRIC. IN 

UPPER MT. BETHEL, 
$575/MO. CALL:

570-977-7495 FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT

Rentals

Did You Know...
Our Most Recent 
Editions Are Just 

A Click Away!

Follow Us 
Online at: 

thepressnews
online.com and 
on Facebook!

Full time/ 
Part time 

HVAC  
technician 

IMMEDIATE 
OPENING! 

salary based on 
experience

Please email 
resume to:

ashplumbing17
@gmail.com

WANTED: 
CDL Driver for 
Tri-Axel Dump 
Trucks. Hourly 

Pay, Local Work. 
Mainly Day 

Work, Nights on 
Occasion. Must 

Have Clean 
Driving Record 
and Drug Free. 
Trucks parked 

in Belvidere, NJ. 
Call or Text Mike 
at 201-841-3864

SEAMSTRESS
NEEDED FOR 

UNIFORM 
STORE!

Duties Include: 
Applying 
Patches; 
 Striping 

Pants; Simple 
Alterations 
and other 

requests for 
first responder 

uniforms.
Flexible Hours

GOOD PAY!
Contact:
Patriot

Workwear
31 W. 1st St.

Wind Gap, PA
610-863-5411

A BUDGET FRIENDLY WAY TO 
PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS WITH US

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ONLINE ONLY ADVERTISING!

Run your business on our website
only, in our featured ads section,

for as little as $15/week
Larger ads are $25/week

Contact Melissa to get started!
thepressads@gmail.com

LET’S TALK ADVERTISING!LET’S TALK ADVERTISING!

Location: American Legion Auxiliary Unit 346Location: American Legion Auxiliary Unit 346
126 East 5th Street, East Stroudsburg, PA  126 East 5th Street, East Stroudsburg, PA  

Lunch, Beverages & Snacks Available for Purchase Lunch, Beverages & Snacks Available for Purchase 

Location: American Legion Auxiliary Unit 346
126 East 5th Street, East Stroudsburg, PA  

Lunch, Beverages & Snacks Available for Purchase 

Proceeds support our local Veterans, 
VA Hospital & VALOR

Sunday, October 18th
Doors open at 12pm | Games Begin 1:00PM

Any Questions, Or To Purchase Tickets Contact:
 Holly Burch at 570-656-7523 

NO ONE 
UNDER 18

 PERMITTED

Lic# 2216

 "Early Bird Tickets" $30, must be 
purchased by September 30th,

 $35 After the 30th or at the Door.
Includes 15 Regular Games and 1 

Jackpot Game *Super Jackpot is Extra* 
ONLY 130 TICKETS AVAILABLE!

Pull Tabs/Snap Tickets | 50/50s
*NO OUTSIDE FOOD OR BEVERAGES*

2 females 
Cane Corsos 
for sale. No 

papers but are 
purebreds. 

Born:
11-19-2025. 
Price for a 
quick sale, 

$1,200 each.  
Came from a 

litter of 13 
puppies. 

Please contact 
Will at:

201-274-5016.
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POSITION 

POSITION 

FILLED
FILLED


