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Call Us 484-988-0969

New in the Bangor Public Library
Adult Fiction:

Turns of Fate by Anne Bishop; Spasm: A Novel by Robin Cook; I, Medusa: 
A Novel by Ayana Gray; The Perfect Hosts: A Novel by Heather Gudenkauf; 

Snake-eater by T. Kingfisher; Violet Thistlewaite is not a Villain Anymore by Emi-
ly Krempholtz; My Blade, Your Back by K.M. Moronova; The Botanists’ Assistant 

by Peggy Townsend

Adult Non Fiction: 
The Rembrandt Heist: The Story of a Criminal Genius, A Stolen Masterpiece, 
And An Enigmatic Friendship by Anthony M. Amore; The Gales of November: 
The Untold Story of the Edmund Fitzgerald by John U. Bacon; Good Things: 

Recipes and Rituals to Share With People You Love by Samin Nosrat; The Short-
est History of AI: The Six Essential Ideas that Animate It by Toby Walsh 

Large Print Adult Fiction:
Gone Before Goodbye: A Novel by Reese Witherspoon

Easy Fiction:
Bluey: Barky Boats; My Dad is Awesome; 5-Minute Classic Stories; Class Trip 

by Neville Astley; 5-Minute Princess Stories by Jo Ellen Bogart; Carina Felina by 
Carmen Agra Deedy; You’re My Little Christmas Cookie by Nicola Edwards; The 
Littlest Yak and the New Arrival by Lu Fraser; Let it Go by Robert Lopez; Don’t 

Call Me Grumpycorn by Sarah McIntyre;  You Are Loved: A Book About Families 
by Margaret O’Hair; A Frozen Christmas by Andrea Posner-Sanchez; Dr. Seuss’s 
Lovey Things by Dr. Seuss; Elvis & Romeo by David Soman; Ladybug Girl and 
her Mama by David Soman; Home: A Peek-through Picture Book by Britta Teck-

entrup

Easy Non Fiction:
Yoga Frog by Nora Shalaway Carpenter; Let’s Talk About Body Boundaries by 

Julia Emote; Baking by Jill McDonald

Easy Reader Fiction:
Parker Dresses Up by Parker Curry

Junior Fiction:
Growing Home by Beth Ferry 

Junior Non Fiction:
The Complete Cookbook for Young Chefs; How to Draw Everything: Cute Stuff, 

Animals, Food, Gifts, and Other Amazing Things by Emma Greene; How to Draw 
Anything: 300 Drawings of Adorable Things, Animals, Food, Gifts, and Other 

Amazaing Items by Emma Greene; There are No Silly Questions by Mike Ramp-
ton

Young Adult Fiction:
Spy X Family 15 by Tatsuya Endo; A Forgery of Fate by Elizabeth Lim

DVDs:
The Gilded Age: The Complete Third Season; The Handmaid’s Tale: Season Six; 

The Naked Gun

Local Man Debuts New Album

The Fountain House 
in Fredon, NJ, was the 
setting for the launch 
of a new album of 
original jazz composi-
tions by North Warren 
alumnus, John Pachnos. 
With Pachnos on bass, 
the 5-member ensemble 
performed seven tunes 
from the album before a 
packed and enthusiastic 
crowd. Performing with 
Pachnos were guitarist 
Caleb Heinze, keyboard-
ist Frankie Occhiogrosso 

(Midnight), saxophon-
ist Carter Vames, and 
percussionist Justin Ve-
dovelli. All band mem-
bers met during their 
time as students at the 
Mason Gross School of 
Music at Rutgers Uni-
versity, and they con-
tinue to perform peri-
odically throughout the 
area.
The self-titled album 

consists of original jazz 
pieces composed during 
the pandemic while 

Pachnos was a student at 
Rutgers.  “I wrote most 
of these charts in various 
stages of my studies at 
Mason Gross School of 
the Arts. Many of them 
were me channeling my 
feelings about a certain 
time in my life into mu-
sic, be it a celebration 
of my heritage or just 
lamenting the change 
in seasons,” Pachnos 
explained. “Obviously, 
I really enjoyed per-
forming all my tunes, 
but what resonated with 
me the most was seeing 
people from all different 
parts of my life—peo-
ple from my school, 
my church, my family, 
among other things—all 
coming together to see 
me at this event. They 
were all speaking with 
each other and getting 
to know each other.”
While the album is 

currently available in 
CD format only, Pach-
nos is in the process of 
working with a publi-
cist to release the album 
on streaming platforms.
The album launch 

event was such a hit that 
Fountain House own-
ers Doreen Rutherford 
and Nelson Albert are 
considering adding reg-
ularly scheduled jazz 
performances to their 
rotation of musical of-
ferings.

John Pachnos, second from right, is joined 
by Frankie Occhiogrosso, Carter Vames, 
Caleb Heinze, and Justin Vedovelli at the re-
lease of Pachnos’ self-titled album of origi-
nal jazz compositions.
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Commercial
Lawn Mowing & Mulching

TREE SERVICE, Inc.

garyeagle.com

64 Rt. 46 Delaware, NJ • 908-475-0060 • 610-888-6613

Hunter’s Lodge Restaurant & MotelHunter’s Lodge Restaurant & Motel

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Steamed
Clams

Steamed
Clams

Call 610-888-6613
 For Motel Rooms!

64 Rt. 46, Columbia, NJ  •  908-475-0060 •  We Are Open 11am-11pm  •  7 Days a Week  

Motel Rooms: 
$105/Night;
$500/Week;
  $1,150/Mo.

Includes: A/C & Heat, 
WiFi, Dish Network, 

Trash, Parking, 
Small Fridge 
& Microwave. Try Our

Legendar
y

Steaks!
Try Our

Legendar
y

Steaks!

Like Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJ

Now Booking
Holiday Party
Reservations!

Call 610-888-6613
To Book Your Date!

GIFT CARDS
AVAILABLE!

Bangor (3) vs Notre Dame Green Pond (66) Wrestling

Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press
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610-863-6670 | 510 E. Main St., Pen Argyl

Dine-In   •   Take-Out   •   Delivery    •   Catering Available
(95¢ Delivery Fee)....Call for Delivery Range

 Monday-Thursday
2 Large Plain Pizza

$25.95*
Pick-Up or Delivery ONLY. Toppings Extra.

*Cannot combine with any 
other offers. Must present 

coupons. 

$5 OFF
$30*

Pen Argyl (39) vs Southern Lehigh (34) Wrestling Youth Night 

Photos by Dale 
Young/The Free 
Weekly Press
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East Bangor UMC Church presented “One Starry Night” on December 13 & 14.  Those who visited were truly inspired as they followed 
“The Star” traveling through Bethlehem and finding Jesus in the manger.

East Bangor United Methodist Church Presents: “One Starry Night"East Bangor United Methodist Church Presents: “One Starry Night"
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RoSal Jewelers
4 Market Street, Belvidere, NJ

•  908-475-8866  •
Happy Holidays from
    RoSal Jewelers

See Our BEAUTIFUL
New Line of Diamond 
& Gemstone Pendants,

 Earrings, & Rings
ALL IN-STOCK MERCHANDISE
ON SALE NOW THRU DEC. 24TH

Layaway Now for Christmas!

Hours: Wed-Fri. 9:30am-3pm; Sat. 9:30am-2pm
Christmas Week: 12/17-12/24, 9:30am-3pm

Open Black Friday 9:30am-3pm

We Guarantee That You 
Will Be Completely Satisfied 

All Jewelry Repairs Are Done On Premise!

Best Jewelers in the Area!

17 Main Street, Blairstown, NJ

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

NOW AT OUR NEW LOCATION!
128 RT. 94, BLAIRSTOWN, NJ 

 NEXT TO THE TRACTOR SUPPLY!

908-535-4064

We Do House Clean Outs!

We are Currently Buying: 
GOLD & SILVER BULLION  •  COINS  

CURRENCY   •   ESTATES  •  ANTIQUES  
COLLECTIBLES  •  SPORTS CARDS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE ESTATES 

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

We Do House Clean Outs!

HONEST & TRANSPARENT
PRICING YOU CAN TRUST!

Finder’s Collection &
 Storage Discoveries

Rep. Flood Announces Grant Funding for 
Police, Fire and Infrastructure Upgrades in 

Northampton County, PA
Rep. Ann Flood 

(R-Northampton) is 
thrilled to announce more 
than $920,000 in Local 
Share Account (LSA) 
grants have been award-
ed to municipalities in 
Northampton County to 
improve public safety 
and infrastructure.
“These grants represent 

a significant investment 
in the safety and well-be-
ing of our communities,” 
Flood said. “By upgrad-
ing critical equipment 
and infrastructure, we’re 
ensuring first responders 
have the tools they need 
and residents benefit 
from improved services.”
Grants Awarded:
Bushkill Township 

Police Department: 
$150,000
Funding will be used to 

purchase 22 P25-com-
pliant portable radios to 
improve interoperability 
and emergency response.
Bushkill Township Vol-

unteer Fire Company: 
$150,000
The grant will support 

the purchase of 15 mo-

bile and 35 portable P25 
radios for enhanced com-
munication with local and 
state agencies.
East Bangor Borough: 

$86,000
Funds will be used to in-

stall high-resolution sur-
veillance cameras at crit-
ical infrastructure sites to 
improve security.
Forks Township: 

$275,000
The township will ac-

quire a sewer camera 
truck to prevent pipe de-
terioration and sinkhole 
issues.
Lower Mount Bethel 

Township: $135,000
The grant will help pur-

chase a John Deere utility 
tractor with a Tiger Boom 
Mower to improve road 

safety and reduce mainte-
nance costs.
Moore Township: 

$124,000
Funding will be used to 

replace aging police ve-
hicles with a Ford Police 
Interceptor Utility and a 
Ford Expedition 4x4.
The Local Share Ac-

count program is funded 
by gaming revenues un-
der Pennsylvania’s Race 
Horse Development and 
Gaming Act and admin-
istered by the Common-
wealth Financing Author-
ity. It supports projects 
that improve the quality 
of life for residents, in-
cluding public safety, 
infrastructure, and com-
munity development ini-
tiatives

The Assembly Appro-
priations Committee on 
Thursday advanced a 
bill that would require 
the state Department of 
Human Services to li-
cense and regulate sober 
living homes.
Sober living homes of-

fer voluntary transitional 
housing for individuals 
who have completed 
drug or alcohol rehabil-
itation programs who 
are not yet ready to live 
independently. Such 
residences are privately 
owned and may obtain 
voluntary certification 
through programs like 
Garden State Alliance 
of Recovery Residenc-
es, which follows the 
standards of the nation-
al organization. Own-
ers must obtain a class 
F license from the state 
Department of Commu-
nity Affairs to operate a 
cooperative sober living 
residence.
However, they differ 

from traditional half-
way houses, residenc-
es already regulated by 
the DHS, in that they 

lack structured and su-
pervised counseling or 
training services, and li-
censed staff, but instead 
rely on peer accountabil-
ity for maintaining sobri-
ety. A 2024 report from 
the State Commission of 
Investigation found that 
without reforms, such 
arrangements are ripe for 
fraud and exploitation.
“Sober living residenc-

es are an important step 
on the road to recovery 
for people who have 
completed rehab but ar-
en’t quite ready to go out 
on their own,” said bill 
sponsor Assemblyman 
Michael Inganamort 
(R-Morris, Sussex, War-
ren). “The legislation 
aims to protect those 
residents from bad ac-
tors who want to take 
advantage of the lack 
of regulation to bilk 
patients and insurance 
companies, while also 
reinforcing the role of 
municipalities in the ap-
proval process.”
If passed, the bill 

(A2198) would require 
that municipal govern-

ments approve homes 
used as sober living 
residences within 500 
feet of a school. Facility 
administrators and any-
one handling govern-
ment benefits must pass 
a criminal background 
check.
In addition, residents’ 

rights would expand 
under the legislation, re-
quiring facilities to pro-
vide notice of eviction, 
the exception being resi-
dents posing an immedi-
ate threat to others in the 
house. The bill would 
create a residential reg-
istry, updated daily, with 
vacancies and other per-
tinent information listed.
The Garden State Alli-

ance of Recovery Resi-
dences reports there are 
more than 50 certified 
homes throughout New 
Jersey.
Inganamort’s bill, 

which is part of his 
Small Town Rescue Plan 
released last year, al-
ready received approval 
in the Assembly Over-
sight Committee back in 
May 2024.

Sober Living Residences Would Face 
Licensing Requirements Under New Bill
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439 RT 94, Fredon, NJ
973-317-8802

Enjoy a Delicious Cocktail in Our Unique Space

Enjoy a Delicious Cocktail in Our Unique Space

Dust Off 
Your Boots

For Line Dancing
EVERY THURSDAY

 7-10pm

Live Music
This Saturday
Decmeber 27th

$10 atthe Door

610-888-6613

PuSH

Closed Christmas Day
OPEN JUKEBOX 
New Years Eve!

908-549-6877908-549-6877

Blairstownebikes@gmail.com
www.blairstownebikes.com

Blairstownebikes@gmail.com
www.blairstownebikes.com

141 B Rt. 94
Blairstown, NJ

141 B Rt. 94
Blairstown, NJ

North Warren (44) vs Dover (41)Boys Basketball

Committee Approves Public Vote on Constitutional Amendment 
Extending Civil Service Hiring Preference to More Veterans

The Assembly Military 
and Veteran Affairs Com-
mittee advanced a bipar-
tisan proposal by Assem-
blywoman Dawn Fantasia 
that would allow voters 
in New Jersey to decide 
whether the Legislature 
should pass a law elimi-
nating the wartime service 
requirement for veterans to 
receive hiring preferences 
for civil service positions. 

“All New Jersey veter-
ans deserve better access 
to civilian career opportu-
nities, regardless of where 
or when they served. This 
is the first step in further-
ing New Jersey’s support 
of all veterans,” Fanta-
sia (R-Sussex, Morris, 
Warren) said. “Allowing 
voters to decide whether 
to broaden the civil ser-
vice hiring preference is a 

must, not only because the 
change would amend the 
New Jersey Constitution, 
but also because it gives 
current veterans and their 
families an opportunity to 
weigh in on an issue that 
directly affects them.”
Article Seven 7 of the 

state constitution provides 
that veterans with active 
service in any branch of 
the military in a time of 

war qualify for hiring pref-
erence in the civil service. 
Once approved, Fantasia’s 
resolution (ACR98) re-
quires that a question on 
eliminating the wartime 
requirement be submitted 
to voters during a general 
election. If voters approve 
it, the Legislature would 
then pass a law extend-
ing the civil service hiring 
preference.

Photos by Dale Young/
The Free Weekly Press
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TREE WORK

Craig Wickett 

TRIMMING - REMOVAL - STORM DAMAGE - FIREWOOD
STUMP GRINDING - CHIPPING - WE DO SLATE REPAIRS!

Free Estimates | Fully Insured

CraigWickettTreeWork.com

For Fast Service, Call:
H: 610-599-6882
C: 610-442-2996

75ft
BUCKET

TRUCK
75ft

BUCKET
TRUCK

24 Hr. Emergency
Storm Damage Service

Call for Discount

Plainfield Township Fire Co Breakfast with Santa
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Fully Insured & Licensed

C: 484-515-1134

Tom Ahearn Electric

PA Reg. #PA058650

Electric Generator Installation
Light Carpentry - Painting - Home Repairs

& Home Improvement

Residential/Commercial Electric

610-588-6790

GRAY’S RECYCLING

908-475-3797 Gray’s Recycling Mulch

MULCH  •  TOP SOIL  •  STONE  • DYED MULCH
Pick Up Or Delivered To Your Location

MULCH AVAILABLE STONE AVAILABLE
Hardwood, Dyed, Black, Brown, Red, 

& Cedar Mulches, Mushroom Soil, Topsoil,
 Clean Fill, & Wood Chips

Dumping for Brush, Logs, Wood Chips, & Bales of Straw!
YOU CAN HAUL IT IN OR WE WILL PICK IT UP!

Roll-Off Boxes Available: 10, 20 or 30yds

River Stone: 3/8”, 3/4”, 1” to 3”
Red Stone  3/4”

ALSO AVAILABLE:
3/4” Gravel, 3/8” Crushed 

Gravel, QP Stone, & Stone DustWE ACCEPT YARD DEBRIS
We Also Offer

Heavy & Light Land Clearing
STORM DAMAGE CLEAN-UP, DEMOLITION & LOWBOY MOVES

CASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDCASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Fall Hours:
Open Mon-Fri:

7am-4pm
 Closed Saturday &Sunday

Fall Hours:
Open Mon-Fri:

7am-4pm
 Closed Saturday &Sunday

Commercial & Residential Sales!
Cleaning

Residential & Commercial
Senior Citizen & Veteran Discounts

FREE ESTIMATES
Formerly Woody’s Window Cleaning

Craig’s WindoCraig’s Windo

CALL TODAY: 484-837-6206CALL TODAY: 484-837-6206
Serving Northampton, Lehigh, Monroe & Carbon CountiesServing Northampton, Lehigh, Monroe & Carbon Counties

Visit Us at Our
New Location: 

141B Rt. 94
Blairstown, NJ

908-362-6666  ∙  VillageSundaes@gmail.com

At around 03:04am on December 18th, the 
Frelinghuysen Township Volunteer Fire Com-
pany responded to a structure Fire. The crew 
began to extinguish the fire with the assis-
tance of Allamuchy Fire Dept., Green Town-
ship Fire Department, and Blairstown Hose 
Company #1. A special thanks to the Green 
Township Fire Chief. We are incredibly grate-
ful to have men and women answering the 
call, especially at that late hour. We are glad 
to report that there were no injuries or loss of 
structure. Courtesy Frelinghuysen Volunteer 
Fire Company

Avian influenza is sus-
pected to have caused 
the deaths of hundreds 
of snow geese found at 
a Northampton County 
quarry.
The Pennsylvania Game 

Commission is coordi-
nating a response to this 
incident that includes 
safe removal, testing and 
disposal of these birds.
Those encountering 

other sick or dead wild 
birds anywhere in Penn-
sylvania can report them 
to the Game Commission 
by calling 1-833-PGC-
WILD (1-833-742-
9453). Any sick or dead 
domestic birds should be 
reported to Pennsylvania 
Department of Agricul-
ture at 717-772-2852. 
If you have had con-
tact with sick or dead 
birds and are not feel-
ing well, contact your 
primary care physician 
or the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Health at 
877-PA-HEALTH (877-
724-3258).
The U.S. outbreak of 

highly pathogenic avian 
influenza (HPAI) began 
in January 2022 and 
has impacted wild and 
domestic birds in every 
state. In Pennsylvania, 
there was a sharp resur-
gence of HPAI cases in 
wild birds in late 2024 
and early 2025. Impacts 
tailed off after several 
weeks, though the virus 
continued to be detected 
at lower levels.
Wild waterfowl and 

shorebirds are consid-
ered natural carriers for 
avian influenza viruses 
and might shed the vi-
rus in their feces and 
saliva despite appearing 
healthy. HPAI also can 

Influenza Suspected In Recent Snow Goose Mortalities

lead to sickness or death 
in raptors (hawks, ea-
gles), avian scavengers 
(crows, gulls, ravens) 
and wild poultry (turkey, 
grouse).
The virus typically does 

not affect bird species 
that frequent backyard 
bird feeders. Exercise 
good hygiene when 
maintaining bird feed-
ers and baths, emptying 
them every couple of 
weeks and disinfecting 
them with a 10% house-
hold bleach solution. If 
you notice multiple sick 
or dead birds over a short 
period of time, strongly 
consider leaving feeders 
down and baths empty to 
not make any potential 
outbreak worse.
Clinical signs of in-

fection in wild birds are 
often non-specific, but 
might include neurolog-
ic dysfunction such as 
circling, head tilting, and 
difficulty flying.
HPAI can potentially 

infect humans, though 
the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion has declared that the 
current HPAI outbreak 

is primarily an animal 
health issue that poses 
low risk to the health of 
the general public.
People can help safe-

guard themselves against 
HPAI by always viewing 
wildlife from a safe dis-
tance, avoiding contact 
with wild birds or their 
feces and not handling 
wildlife unless you’re 
hunting, trapping or oth-
erwise authorized to do 
so.

Waterfowl hunters are 
encouraged to contin-
ue participating in the 
remaining season, but 
should take precautions 
while handling and dress-
ing birds. These include 
wearing gloves, protec-
tive eye wear and a mask. 
Following any hunt, 
make a point to practice 
good hygiene, including 
washing hands and any 
clothing or equipment 
used in dressing game 
that may contain blood 
or feces. Cook all wild 
bird meat to 160 degrees 
Fahrenheit.
Dogs encountering 

HPAI also are at risk of 
infection. Dog owners 
should keep their dogs up 
to date on vaccinations 
and preventive medica-
tions, prevent their dogs 
from coming in contact 
with wild birds or their 
feces, and should not al-
low dogs to consume en-
vironmental water.
More information about 

avian influenza is avail-
able at www.pa.gov/pgc.
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Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary!

Mary E. Stone
Stone Associates

Landscape Design
 & Consulting,

Blairstown
Hello fellow readers, 
     Recent rains washed 

away the late-fall snow 
that had so festively 
decorated our world. 
It felt curious to have 
snow arrive ahead of 
schedule, but every-
thing has its season 
— and sometimes, sea-
sons come early. Na-
ture never apologizes 
for timing. She simply 
unfolds. And in that un-
folding, I’ve learned, 
lies one of our greatest 
teachers.
     Thank you to those 

of you who reached 
back after last week’s 
column. Your messag-
es warmed my heart. A 
few of you mentioned 
that you hadn’t noticed 
the Mr. Beach anal-
ogy at first, and that 
made me smile. (The 
story title The Garden 

Teaches Letting Go is 
archived on AskMaryS-
tone.com.) There are so 
many parallels between 
our lives and what lives 
in nature — if we slow 
down enough to notice.
     As I shared last 

week’s reflections, 
I didn’t realize they 
might become the epi-
logue of my book, The 
Lesson of the Leaf. Re-
cently, I had another 
opportunity to submit a 
revised book proposal 
to Hay House Publish-
ing. Wherever this book 
finds its home, I feel 
deeply called to bring it 
into the world.
     And truthfully, it 

doesn’t feel like my 
book alone. It feels like 
our book. So much of 
it has grown from our 
weekly conversations 
— from what we’ve 
noticed together in the 
garden of life.
     One chapter in Part 

Two is titled Still Wa-
ter, Clear Seeing. It 
explores how stillness 
becomes a doorway to 
clarity — through qui-
et rivers, winter woods, 
resting gardens, and 
moments when nothing 
appears to be happening 
at all.
     There’s an image 

from the Tao Te Ching, 
written more than 2,500 
years ago, that speaks 
of muddy water. If left 

Brewery & Restaurant
45 State Rt. 94 - Blairstown, NJ

908-854-5300

From Your Friends at

Brewery & Restaurant
45 State Rt. 94 - Blairstown, NJ

908-854-5300

alone, the sediment 
settles, and the water 
clears — not because 
we stirred it, not be-
cause we fixed it, but 
because we waited.
    Nature understands 

this instinctively. 
Streams settle when un-
disturbed. Gardens rest 
beneath the snow. Birds 
negotiate shared space 
without meetings or 
manuals. Healing and 

growth follow the same 
patterns — though 
in modern life, when 
something feels uncom-
fortable, we’re quick 
to fix it, rush it, or “get 
over it.”
     Stillness asks some-

thing different of us. 
Stillness is not giving 
up. It is not falling be-
hind. It is not stagna-
tion. It is an active state 
of listening.
     When we listen to 

silence, we begin to no-
tice subtle shifts — the 
way light moves across 
water, the moment a 
bird lands nearby, the 
quiet knowing that ar-
rives without expla-
nation. Healing and 
growth do not need to 
be fast or dramatic to 
be real.
     We are not broken 

because we need time. 
We are not late because 
we don’t yet have an-
swers.
    Another chapter, 

The Grace of Letting 
Go, explores the idea 

that letting go is not an 
act of loss, but an act 
of trust. Through fall-
ing leaves and early 
acorn drops, it reflects 
on how release allows 
life to continue in new 
forms.
     I think of the time 

while walking with 
my mother around the 
parking lot of a nurs-
ing home. Acorns were 
falling from a large 
oak tree. She was in an 
advanced stage of de-
mentia, rarely speaking 
clearly. I filled the air 
talking about how those 
acorns would become 
trees, and how life does 
not truly end. Trying to 
assure her it was okay 
to let go, she said — 
clear as a bell — “I 
don’t understand.”
     And in that moment, 

I learned how confu-
sion can be held tender-
ly, without answers.
     I’ll close with a 

recent observation. 
While cross-country 
skiing around the yard, 

I wandered down to 
the brook where clear 
ice crystals dangled 
beneath the rocks. I 
looked up and saw El-
lie’s memorial tree. The 
star topper caught the 
sun just right, blazing 
with light.
     The phone couldn’t 

capture it. And I smiled, 
thinking of my broth-
er Bill, who gave me 
the lesson of the leaf. 
One lyric from his song 
“Hope Road,” which 
he debuted 3 days be-
fore passing away, 
says, “Put down your 
phone and follow Hope 
Road.”
     So that is my wish 

for you this season and 
always — to trust na-
ture’s pace, to notice 
the light, and to allow 
growth to unfold, like 
a leaf in water. Wish-
ing you and your family 
many blessings. Merry 
Christmas. Garden Di-
lemmas? AskMaryS-
tone.com and your fa-
vorite Podcast App.  
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Get an Online 
Ad For as little 
as $15 to $25 

per week.

Contact Melissa  Contact Melissa  
for details at:  for details at:  
thepressadsthepressads
@gmail.com@gmail.com

AdvertisingAdvertising
at yourat your

Finger tips!Finger tips!

2600 N. Delaware Dr., Mt. Bethel       570-897-6409
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner | Homemade Soups | Dine in or Take Out Available

Hours: M, W-Sun: 6am-9pm; Tuesday: 6am-3pm

-From Sophie & The Staff at-

Mt. Bethel Diner
-From Sophie & The Staff at-

Mt. Bethel Diner

we will be closed Christmas Day!

Pork & Sauerkraut: Served With Mashed Potatoes,
Soup or Salad, & Dessert

Open New Years Day Serving New Years Special 
Pork & Sauerkraut: Served With Mashed Potatoes,

Soup or Salad, & Dessert

Open New Years Day Serving New Years Special 

Regular Menu AvailableRegular Menu Available

$20

December 31 Deadline for 
Property Tax/Rent Rebate 

Program

The deadline for old-
er Pennsylvanians and 
those with disabilities 
to apply for rebates on 
rent and property taxes 
paid in 2024 is fast ap-
proaching on December 
31st.
The Pennsylvania 

Property Tax or Rent 
Rebate Program, also 
known as Form PA-
1000, offers financial 
relief to eligible resi-
dents through rebates 
on property taxes or 
rent paid in the previous 
year. This PA tax rebate 
is funded by the Penn-
sylvania Lottery and is 
designed to support in-
come-eligible seniors 
and individuals with 
disabilities.
You may qualify for 

the property tax rebate 
PA or renters rebate PA 
if you meet the follow-

ing criteria:
Age: 65 or older
Widows /widower s : 

Age 50 or older
Individuals with dis-

abilities: Age 18 or old-
er
Income: Total house-

hold income must be 
$48,110 or less, with 
half of Social Security 
income excluded
Spouses, personal rep-

resentatives, or estates 
may also file on behalf 
of a deceased claimant 
who lived at least one 
day in the claim year 
and met all other eligi-
bility requirements.
My staff is happy to 

help you apply before 
the end of the year. You 
can come into either of 
my office locations to 
apply in person or ap-
ply online at mypath.
pa.gov.

The Assembly Appro-
priations Committee 
on Thursday approved 
a bill that will protect 
privately owned wood-
lands from creeping 
over-development. 
The bill (S699/A682), 

sponsored by Assembly 
members Sean Kean and 
Dawn Fantasia and sup-
ported by various state 
environmental groups, 
will establish a wood-
lands protection fund 
to acquire development 
easements on private-
ly-owned woodlands.
That fund, operated 

by the state Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection, would use 
federal money, private 
donations and appro-
priations from the state 
Legislature to purchase 
easements. To quali-
fy, woodlands must be 
at least five contigu-
ous acres in size and 
be managed by the 
landowner according 
to state statute. Land-
owners would not be 
required to open those 
woodlands to the pub-
lic.
“This bill does two 

things: it protects 
these natural spaces 
and respects property 
owners’ rights,” Kean 
(R-Monmouth) said. 
“With owners facing 
pressure to sell and 

Kean, Fantasia Bill that Protects Woodlands Clears Committee

build, the state needs 
to proactively preserve 
these areas to safeguard 
these ecosystems and 
protect private owners 
from those pressures.”
About 950,000 acres 

of forest are privately 
owned, with 40% of 

that owned by people 
ages 65 and older. The 
state, local municipal-
ities and counties, and 
federal government own 
the other 1.037 million 
forested acres.
Preserving forested 

land helps protect native 

species, air quality and 
vital watersheds and 
other waterways. Eco-
nomically, woodlands 
generate billions annu-
ally through tourism and 
forestry.
“This is personal for 

me. I live where I live 
because of the open 
space, the trees, and the 
rural landscape. When 
I’m not working, I’m 
outdoors, and I can’t 
imagine northwest New 
Jersey without those 
things,” said Fantasia 
(R-Sussex, Morris, War-
ren). “I want to protect 
our great outdoors from 
over-development so 
that future generations 
can experience the beau-
ty our state has to offer.”
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2 Glenview Lane, Blairstown, NJ        908-362-6904

Wreaths & Grave Blankets

Choose & Cut 
Christmas Trees

Concolor Fir  •  Canaan Fir  •  Fraser Fir 
 Douglas Fir   •   Norway Spruce 

Colorado Blue Spruce

Opening Day is Nov. 28th!
Hours Fri - Sun: 8:00 am-4:30 pm

Visit: GlenviewFarm.com for more info

259 E. Central Ave.,
East Bangor, PA

Hackettstown Office: 908-852-1333
1605 Rt. 517, (Panter Valley Mall), Hackettstown, NJ 07840

Hope Office: 908-459-9888, 329 High Street, Hope, NJ 07844
Roxbury Office: 908-459-9888, 211 Rt 10 East, Succasunna, NJ 07876

Now Licensed in PA & NJ www.TownAndValley.com

From Your Friends atFrom Your Friends at

Merry Christmas to all,
 May your homes be filled with
 peace, your lives with hope, 
and your hearts with faith!

Merry Christmas to all,
 May your homes be filled with 

peace, your lives with hope, 
and your hearts with faith!

From Our Family To Yours,
Merry Christmas

From Our Family To Yours,
Merry Christmas

Craig Wickett 
Tree Work

(610) 599-6882
(610) 442-2996

Flood Announces Funding 
to Enhance Wind Gap Park

Rep. Ann Flood 
(R-Northampton) is 
honored to announce 
that Wind Gap Borough 
has been awarded a 
$130,000 grant through 
the Commonwealth Fi-
nancing Authority’s 
Greenways, Trails and 
Recreation Program to 
support the development 
of the Wind Gap Park 
Pavilion in Northamp-
ton County.
“This grant will help 

create a welcoming 
space at Wind Gap Park 
that families, seniors and 
youth can enjoy for out-
door activities, commu-
nity events and everyday 
recreation,” said Flood. 
“I am proud to secure 
resources that improve 
quality of life, promote 

outdoor recreation and 
support vibrant, healthy 
communities.”
The Greenways, Trails 

and Recreation Pro-
gram, administered by 
the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Community 
and Economic Develop-
ment, funds projects that 
plan, develop, rehabili-
tate and improve parks, 
recreation areas, gre-
enways, trails and riv-
er conservation efforts 
across Pennsylvania.
The funding will en-

hance recreational op-
portunities and strength-
en local infrastructure, 
supporting a community 
space where residents 
can gather, celebrate and 
enjoy the natural beauty 
of the area.

Record Number of Area Schools Collected Toys in Friend-
ly Competition - Stuff the Stocking Benefited the Season of 

Hope Toy Drive
Students from a re-

cord-breaking 51 schools 
in Sussex and Northern 
Warren Counties spent 
the last few weeks of 
2025 collecting more 
than 9,000 new, un-
wrapped toys in a friendly 
Stuff the Stocking com-
petition to benefit Project 
Self-Sufficiency’s Season 
of Hope Toy Drive.  Each 
year, the winning school 
takes home the coveted 
Stuff the Stocking tro-
phy, along with a mon-
etary donation to their 
school’s activity fund.  
Second and third place 
winners also receive 
monetary donations for 
their schools. This year, 
organizers have also 
awarded a trophy to the 
school which collect-
ed the most toys for the 
contest in Warren Coun-
ty. Overall, Reverend 
George A. Brown Memo-
rial School was the victor 
in the 2025 contest, with 
more than 1,800 toys col-
lected followed by Pope 
John Middle School and 
Ogdensburg Elementa-
ry. North Warren placed 
fifth in the overall contest 
but took home the newly 
minted Warren County 
Stuff the Stocking trophy.  
Great Meadows Middle 
School and the Wash-
ington School District 

placed second and third, 
respectively, in the War-
ren County contest.
Project Self-Sufficien-

cy’s Season of Hope 
Toy Drive gathers new, 
unwrapped toys and gift 
cards for Sussex and 
Northern Warren Coun-
ty children and teens.  In 
2025, more than 2,300 
children and teens re-
ceived new gifts from 
the Season of Hope Toy 
Shop.
“The holidays can be 

a challenging time for 
many families in our area, 
and many are experienc-
ing unprecedented eco-
nomic stress,” comment-
ed Deborah Berry-Toon, 
Executive Director of 
Project Self-Sufficiency.  
“The overwhelming re-
sponse by these students 
demonstrates to the fam-
ilies served by Season of 
Hope Toy Shop that the 
community cares about 
them. Having children 
select toys for other chil-
dren is a special way to 
celebrate the true mean-
ing of the holiday sea-

son. Whether a school 
gathered less than 50 
toys or more than 500, 
we are grateful to each 
student and school which 
participated and helped 
to make the 2025 effort 
the most successful Stuff 
the Stocking contest to 
date.”
Additional Sussex 

County schools which 
participated in the Stuff 
the Stocking contest 
included Alpine Mon-
tessori, Byram Interme-
diate, Cedar Mountain, 
Florence Burd, Franklin 
Borough, Glen Meadows 
Middle School, Green 
Hills, Halsted Middle 
School, Hardyston Mid-
dle School, High Point 
Regional High School, 
Kiddie Academy, Kittat-
inny High School, Lafay-
ette Elementary School, 
Lenape Valley Regional 
High School, Long Pond, 
Lounsberry Hollow, 
McKeown Elementary, 
Montague Elementary, 
Newton High School, 
Pope John High School, 
Rolling Hills, Sandys-

ton-Walpack, Sparta 
Middle School, Stillwa-
ter Elementary School, 
Sussex Christian School, 
Sussex Middle School, 
Sussex Technical School, 
Valley Road, Walnut 
Ridge Primary School, 
and Wantage Elementary 
School
Warren County contes-

tants also included Alla-
muchy Township School, 
Blair Academy, Central 
Elementary, Frelinghuy-
sen Elementary School, 
Hackettstown High 
School, Hope Town-
ship Elementary School, 
Knowlton Elementary, 
Mountain Villa, Pohat-
cong, Warren County 
Technical School, War-
ren Hills Regional High 
School, and Warren Hills 
Regional Middle School.
Information about the 

Season of Hope Toy 
Drive and the programs 
and services available at 
Project Self-Sufficien-
cy are available at www.
projectselfsufficiency.org 
or by calling 973-940-
3500.
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Leadbeter Introduces Aiden’s Law, Urges 
Continued Support

As efforts continue to 
protect the Common-
wealth’s most vulnerable 
citizens, state Rep. Rob-
ert Leadbeter (R-Colum-
bia) was joined by family 
members of Aiden Ha, 
legislators and advocates 
for a press conference 
today to announce the 
formal introduction of 
House Bill 2102 –known 
as Aiden’s Law – and 
urge continued support.
This initiative, which he 

is championing, is named 
after Aiden Ha, a 6-year-
old nonverbal and autis-
tic child from Columbia 
County who was tragical-
ly found dead in a river in 
October.
Leadbeter’s legislation 

would create a Purple 
Alert system in Pennsyl-

vania. Similar to Amber 
Alert for abducted chil-
dren, Silver Alert for 
missing older adults and 
Green Alert for missing 
at-risk veterans, the Pur-
ple Alert system would 
rapidly notify the pub-
lic and law enforcement 
when an individual with 
certain cognitive, intel-
lectual or developmental 
disabilities goes missing.
“Aiden’s heartbreak-

ing passing shattered our 
communities,” said Lead-
beter. “As a father, every 
parent’s worst nightmare 
is losing their child. As 
a brother of a police of-
ficer, I know firsthand 
how law enforcement is 
the last line of defense to 
protect those who are un-
able to do so themselves. 

This effort has bipartisan 
support. We must act with 
urgency and enact this 
into law so tragedies like 
these can be prevented 
from happening again.”
According to Leadbeter, 

Pennsylvania would join 
Florida, Maryland, Kan-
sas, Mississippi, Con-
necticut and West Virgin-
ia if this program were 
to become implemented 
into law.
To watch Leadbeter’s 

remarks, click the link be-
low:https://pagopvideo.
s3.us-east-2.amazonaws.
com/868364618.mp4
To view the entire 

press conference, click 
the link below: https://
p a g o p v i d e o . s 3 . u s -
e a s t - 2 . a m a z o n a w s .
com/572127345.mp4

The Clean Team Work-
force congratulates its 
Employee of the Month 
for December, Tracy S. 
Tracy lived with his 

mother and father his en-
tire life. In 1992, Tracy’s 
father passed away. He 
and his mother contin-
ued living in the familial 
home, and he continued 
working until 2002, when 
Tracy’s mom became ill. 
He then left his job to 
dedicate himself to her 
care.
Tracy’s mom passed 

in 2010, and he fell into 
a state of depression. 
He couldn’t work, so he 
lived off his savings and 
inheritance until all his 
financial resources were 
exhausted and the house 
became uninhabitable.
Feeling like life became 

too much to handle, Tra-
cy attempted to end his 
life. Fortunately, his 
neighbor called 911, and 
his life was saved. With-
out a house to go back to, 
he came to the Allentown 
Rescue Mission after be-
ing released from a psy-
chiatric facility.
Tracy stayed in the 

Emergency Shelter for a 
few weeks in June of this 
year and then enrolled in 
the Mission’s Transfor-
mation Program to learn 
more about God and to 

Clean Team Workforce Proudly Announces 
December Employee of the Month

learn skills to help him 
manage his life.
While in the Transfor-

mation Program, Tracy 
volunteered his free time 
to help organize the Mis-
sion’s pantry and receive 
food and clothing dona-
tions. Once he graduated 
from the program, he be-
gan working for the Clean 
Team Workforce.
Tracy started as a street 

cleaner but has turned 
into a reliable worker 
for more skilled jobs. He 
worked closely with the 
Mission’s Food Services 
Manager during its an-
nual Food and Supplies 
drive to ensure donat-
ed items were properly 

stored. Most recently, he 
became a driver for the 
Clean Team Workforce.
He transports work 

crews to jobsites and 
makes grocery runs for 
the Mission’s kitchen.
Although Tracy isn’t 

sure what direction he 
plans to go in the future, 
he does know it will be 
a positive direction. His 
current plan is to work 
for the Clean Team Work-
force and save as much 
money as possible to help 
him get reestablished in 
the community. When 
asked about his future, 
Tracy said, “I’m happy 
to be alive. I have hope 
again!”
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Landscape MakeoversGARAGE DOORS

R&L
Garage Door

Tune-Ups
570-424-0953

Service • Repairs
Electric Openers

Open 7 Days a Week: 7am – 9pm
www.garagedoortuneups.com

Works Like NEW Again!

$230

ONLY $230
For 12 
Weeks!
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HAUL/REMOVE

John’s Hauling
 & Removal

John’s Hauling
 & Removal

Appliances, Pianos,
Woodstoves,

Furniture,
Large-Screen TVs,

Anything BIG or SMALL

One Piece Or A Truck Load
AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK
& LAST MINUTE SERVICE!

570-240-0799
Call Us Today!Call Tim Vicario

610-588-1620
Call Tim Vicario

FREE ESTIMATESINSURED

PA016575

610-588-1620

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS
Painting · Carpentry  

Minor Plumbing  ·  Decks
Bathroom & 

Kitchen Remodeling

HANDY MAN

Ceramic ·  Marble · Laminate
Wood Floors  ·  VCT Tile

Countertops · Floors · Walls

Bathroom &
 Kitchen Remodeling

Ceramic ·  Marble · Laminate
Wood Floors  ·  VCT Tile

Countertops · Floors · Walls

610-588-1620

Vicario’s
Tile Installation
610-588-1620

Bathroom &
 Kitchen Remodeling

TILE WORK
Vicario’s

Tile Installation

FREE ESTIMATESINSURED

PA
01

65
75 Call Tim Vicario

610-588-1620
Call Tim Vicario

610-588-1620

ONLY $230

TIM VICARIO’S
Handy Man Service

Ready for Summer?

LANDSCAPE MAKEOVERS

Landscape Supply

YOUR AD 
COULD GO 
HERE FOR 

ONLY 
$230 For 
ALL 12 
Weeks

Sweet & Discreet
Bangor Church of the Nazarene
150 Bunny Trail Rd., Bangor, PA

610-588-6929
Sweet & Discreet addresses period poverty as the Pennsylvania welfare system 
does not cover these items. Sweet & Discreet offers a FREE monthly supply of 
feminine hygiene products to those in need! Please stop by the Bangor Church 

of the Nazarene on the 4th Saturday of the month from 9am - 11am. 
(Please note due to certain holidays, supplies will be offered on the 3rd Saturday of the Month)

March 22, 2025    |   April 26, 2025   |   May 17, 2025   |   June 28, 2025
July 26, 2025   |   August 23, 2025   |   September 27, 2025

October 25, 2025   |   November 22, 2025   |   December 20, 2025

www.bangornazch.org               sweetndiscreetbnc@gmail.com

FREE Amplifit hearing test,
Only at Miracle-Ear.

Miracle Ear Miracle Ear Center
Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)

1619 N. Ninth Street, 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360

570-476-9949

1343 Blue Valley Drive, 
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-588-3383

Warren County, New 
Jersey turns 200 years 
old this year, and the 
county government 
is holding the Warren 
County Bicentennial 
Celebration mark the 
occasion.
Held on the grounds 

of Warren County 
Community College in 
Washington Township, 
the event takes place on 
Saturday, June 28, with 
a rain date of June 29. 
The celebration starts 
at 12 noon and runs to 

show capping the festiv-
ities at 9:15 p.m.
The event features fun 

for all ages with free ad-
mission, parking, rides 
and games, while 11 
bands – all with local 
connections – will play 
on two stages through-

Warren County Plans Day-Long Bicentennial Celebration on June 28th

out the day. Craft and 
informational vendors 
will be on hand, with 
refreshments available 
for purchase from food 
trucks and a beverage 
garden featuring beer 
and wine from the brew-
eries and wineries locat-
ed within Warren Coun-
ty.
In order to accommo-

date anticipated crowds, 
the County is organizing 

areas with shuttle buses 
circulating throughout 
the event to bring at-
tendees to and from the 
festival.
More information 

about parking, shut-
tles and the schedule of 

events during the Bicen-
tennial Celebration is 
available at www.War-
ren200.com.
Opportunities to partic-

ipate are still available 
for local crafters, his-
torical and community 
groups, food trucks and 
other vendors. If inter-
ested, please contact 
Kim Barnes of the War-
ren County Land Pres-
ervation Department at 
908-475-7750.
Warren County was 

created through enabling 
legislation that passed in 
November 1824, sepa-
rating the southern end 
of Sussex County into a 
county of its own. The 
new county was named 

for Dr. Joseph Warren, 

advocated for indepen-
dence from England and 

in the Battle of Bunker 
Hill 50 years earlier on 
June 17, 1775.
The June 28 Cele-

bration is just one of a 
number of events com-
memorating the Coun-
ty’s 200th birthday. The 

with a gala last Novem-
ber – 200 years after the 
enabling legislation was 
adopted. A series of con-
certs have been held for 
the past three summers 
to raise awareness about 
the bicentennial, the 
Warren County Library 
is holding a number of 
bicentennial events, and 
the annual Explore War-
ren History Trail week-
end will be a special 
bicentennial edition this 
November 1-2.
The Warren County Bi-

centennial Celebration is 
sponsored by the Board 
of County Commission-
ers and co-produced by 
MES Event Services, 
LLC.
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Warren County, New 
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county government 
is holding the Warren 
County Bicentennial 
Celebration mark the 
occasion.
Held on the grounds 

of Warren County 
Community College in 
Washington Township, 
the event takes place on 
Saturday, June 28, with 
a rain date of June 29. 
The celebration starts 
at 12 noon and runs to 

show capping the festiv-
ities at 9:15 p.m.
The event features fun 

for all ages with free ad-
mission, parking, rides 
and games, while 11 
bands – all with local 
connections – will play 
on two stages through-

Warren County Plans Day-Long Bicentennial Celebration on June 28th

out the day. Craft and 
informational vendors 
will be on hand, with 
refreshments available 
for purchase from food 
trucks and a beverage 
garden featuring beer 
and wine from the brew-
eries and wineries locat-
ed within Warren Coun-
ty.
In order to accommo-

date anticipated crowds, 
the County is organizing 

areas with shuttle buses 
circulating throughout 
the event to bring at-
tendees to and from the 
festival.
More information 

about parking, shut-
tles and the schedule of 

events during the Bicen-
tennial Celebration is 
available at www.War-
ren200.com.
Opportunities to partic-

ipate are still available 
for local crafters, his-
torical and community 
groups, food trucks and 
other vendors. If inter-
ested, please contact 
Kim Barnes of the War-
ren County Land Pres-
ervation Department at 
908-475-7750.
Warren County was 

created through enabling 
legislation that passed in 
November 1824, sepa-
rating the southern end 
of Sussex County into a 
county of its own. The 
new county was named 

for Dr. Joseph Warren, 

advocated for indepen-
dence from England and 

in the Battle of Bunker 
Hill 50 years earlier on 
June 17, 1775.
The June 28 Cele-

bration is just one of a 
number of events com-
memorating the Coun-
ty’s 200th birthday. The 

with a gala last Novem-
ber – 200 years after the 
enabling legislation was 
adopted. A series of con-
certs have been held for 
the past three summers 
to raise awareness about 
the bicentennial, the 
Warren County Library 
is holding a number of 
bicentennial events, and 
the annual Explore War-
ren History Trail week-
end will be a special 
bicentennial edition this 
November 1-2.
The Warren County Bi-

centennial Celebration is 
sponsored by the Board 
of County Commission-
ers and co-produced by 
MES Event Services, 
LLC.

STUMP GRINDING
RICHIE’S

“STUMP GRINDER”

908-203-1200
Low Price | Fast Service

Your Local “Mom & Pop” Shop
Since: Before You Were Born

Veteran Owned
and Operated

Veteran Owned
and Operated
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(Please note due to certain holidays, supplies will be offered on the 3rd Saturday of the Month)

March 22, 2025    |   April 26, 2025   |   May 17, 2025   |   June 28, 2025
July 26, 2025   |   August 23, 2025   |   September 27, 2025

October 25, 2025   |   November 22, 2025   |   December 20, 2025

www.bangornazch.org               sweetndiscreetbnc@gmail.com

FREE Amplifit hearing test,
Only at Miracle-Ear.

Miracle Ear Miracle Ear Center
Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)

1619 N. Ninth Street, 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360

570-476-9949

1343 Blue Valley Drive, 
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-588-3383

Warren County, New 
Jersey turns 200 years 
old this year, and the 
county government 
is holding the Warren 
County Bicentennial 
Celebration mark the 
occasion.
Held on the grounds 

of Warren County 
Community College in 
Washington Township, 
the event takes place on 
Saturday, June 28, with 
a rain date of June 29. 
The celebration starts 
at 12 noon and runs to 

show capping the festiv-
ities at 9:15 p.m.
The event features fun 

for all ages with free ad-
mission, parking, rides 
and games, while 11 
bands – all with local 
connections – will play 
on two stages through-

Warren County Plans Day-Long Bicentennial Celebration on June 28th

out the day. Craft and 
informational vendors 
will be on hand, with 
refreshments available 
for purchase from food 
trucks and a beverage 
garden featuring beer 
and wine from the brew-
eries and wineries locat-
ed within Warren Coun-
ty.
In order to accommo-

date anticipated crowds, 
the County is organizing 

areas with shuttle buses 
circulating throughout 
the event to bring at-
tendees to and from the 
festival.
More information 

about parking, shut-
tles and the schedule of 

events during the Bicen-
tennial Celebration is 
available at www.War-
ren200.com.
Opportunities to partic-

ipate are still available 
for local crafters, his-
torical and community 
groups, food trucks and 
other vendors. If inter-
ested, please contact 
Kim Barnes of the War-
ren County Land Pres-
ervation Department at 
908-475-7750.
Warren County was 

created through enabling 
legislation that passed in 
November 1824, sepa-
rating the southern end 
of Sussex County into a 
county of its own. The 
new county was named 

for Dr. Joseph Warren, 

advocated for indepen-
dence from England and 

in the Battle of Bunker 
Hill 50 years earlier on 
June 17, 1775.
The June 28 Cele-

bration is just one of a 
number of events com-
memorating the Coun-
ty’s 200th birthday. The 

with a gala last Novem-
ber – 200 years after the 
enabling legislation was 
adopted. A series of con-
certs have been held for 
the past three summers 
to raise awareness about 
the bicentennial, the 
Warren County Library 
is holding a number of 
bicentennial events, and 
the annual Explore War-
ren History Trail week-
end will be a special 
bicentennial edition this 
November 1-2.
The Warren County Bi-

centennial Celebration is 
sponsored by the Board 
of County Commission-
ers and co-produced by 
MES Event Services, 
LLC.

Give The Gift of Gardens

WE WANT YOU....TO SEND US YOUR LOCAL NEWS!WE WANT YOU....TO SEND US YOUR LOCAL NEWS!
LOCAL NEWS IS OUR MOST TRUSTED SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE WORLD AROUND US. IT PROVIDES A 

SHARED UNDERSTANDING ABOUT WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR TOWN HALLS, SCHOOLS, & BUSINESSES. 

BUT LOCAL NEWS SEEMS TO BE DISAPPEARING!BUT LOCAL NEWS SEEMS TO BE DISAPPEARING!
A Decline In Original Reporting Leads To A Less Informed Public. A Less Informed Public Equals Voter 

& Civic Engagement Decline, Which Leads To Government Waste Increase,  & Public Polarization Increases.

Local News Connects Us To Our Community & Our Neighbors. It Uplifts Voices That Would Otherwise Go Unheard!
Local news demands accountability of community businesses & local governmental bodies, and it forces decision 

making structures to operate within the publics view.
Email us your news today at thepressmail@gmail.com

DiMaio Bill Aims to Cut Taxpayer Costs by Cracking Down on Students Enrolling Under 
Fake Addresses

As property taxes reach 
record highs and afford-
ability issues squeeze 
families, Assembly Re-
publican Leader John 
DiMaio is introducing 
legislation that will po-
tentially lower the larg-
est portion of the bill 
– school taxes. His bill 
will allow school dis-
tricts and municipalities 
to more easily identify 
students who enroll us-
ing false addresses, a 
problem referred to as 
“boundary hopping” that 
is unfairly increasing 
costs on local property 
taxpayers. 
“It costs taxpayers an 

average of $28,500 just 
to educate one student in 
a Warren County public 
school district. Even if 

there are only a handful 
of students attending a 
school in a district where 
their parents don’t live 
or pay taxes, those costs 
quickly add up. That 
burden then gets unfair-
ly placed on the local 
school taxpayer,” Di-
Maio (R-Warren) said. 
In New Jersey, the aver-

age property-tax bill hit a 
record $10,095 last year 
with about half of that 
going directly to fund 
schools. In some towns, 
school taxes can make 
up as much as 80% of the 
property tax bill. In total, 
residents paid more than 
$18 billion in school tax-
es last year, a $500 mil-
lion increase from the 
year before.
DiMaio’s bill (A6265) 

requires school districts 
to enter into a shared 
services agreement with 
municipalities where 
students of the district 
reside so that they can 
verify home addresses. 
The district would annu-
ally prepare a report that 
lists the addresses of ev-
ery student enrolled and 
the municipality would 
then review that report 
to verify residency. If an 
address can’t be verified, 
districts are notified.
“Boundary hopping 

carries consequences 
beyond just costs,” Di-
Maio explained. “It also 
takes resources away 
from students and leads 
to overcrowding. This is 
especially problematic 
today when non-urban 

districts are being forced 
to increase classroom 
sizes, close schools and 
cut programs because of 
drastic year-after-year 
state funding cuts.” 
An Asbury Park Press 

story on boundary hop-
ping in 2015 reported 
that some districts hired 
private investigators to 
help verify addresses and 
recoup tuition dollars 
from families illegally 
sending their kids to out-
of-district schools. One 
source called the prob-
lem “extremely com-
mon” and estimated a 
minimum of half of 1% 
of all students are out 
of district. If the same 
stat holds true today, 
nearly 7,000 students 
are attending the wrong 

school.  
Under current law, a 

parent or guardian must 
primarily reside within 
the district’s boundaries 
for the child to attend 
the district’s school. If 
a family moves, the stu-
dent no longer has the 
right to attend school in 
that district. However, 
New Jersey also offers 
an Interdistrict Public 
School Choice Program 
that enables approved 
districts to enroll K–12th 
grade students who do 
not reside within their 
districts without cost to 
their parents. Families 
have to apply to their 
school of choice. There 
are 119 choice districts in 

New Jersey for the next 
school year. 
“There is a process par-

ents must follow if they 
need to send their child 
to a different district that 
ensures costs are covered 
and opportunities are 
available. Falsifying re-
cords to send a child to a 
different school because 
it’s more convenient, a 
better performing dis-
trict, or has a good sports 
program, is harmful to 
students who actually 
live in the district and 
the local taxpayers bear-
ing the burden,” DiMaio 
said. “This bill makes it 
easier for school districts 
to get the problem under 
control and rein in costs.”
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Make Checks Payable to: The Free Weekly Press, LLC

Ads with
Photos!

$18

Siding, Roofer, and 
Window Installer.
Experienced only.

Must have drivers li
cense.  Work available 

immediately. Call 
Comunale Construction 
at 610-588-6715 TS

NOW HIRING FOR 
2024 SEASON!
Ground Men,  

Climbers & CDL 
Drivers Needed 

Call Us at
570-807-7746

CDL DRIVERS 
& LABORERS 

WANTED
Henry Yeska & 

Son Septic 
Service Is Now 

Hiring CDL 
Drivers Class

 A & B and 
 Laborers. Full 

Time & Part Time 
positions available. 

Experience
preferred but not 

required. Will 
train on the job. 
Please call 
the office at 

610-759-3290.

Part Time Tree 
Helper Wanted! 
Must Have Valid 

DL. Call 
610-588-1034

TS

Help Wanted
Must Have Taken 
CDL Endorsment 

Class A or B
Benefits Offered
& Vacation Time
Apply by Calling

610-759-3290

Saturday & Day 
Shift Servers 

Wanted At 
 Hunter’s Lodge 
in New Jersey

Please Call 
610-888-6613

NOW HIRING
 SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

CDL Class B
P & S Endorsments

Will Train.
Call 973-383-2786

stockerbus@gmail.com

PA & NJ Roofing, 
Siding, & Pella 
Windows. Free 
Estimates, Lic-

esnsed & Insured. 
PA: 610-716-0533, 

PA199715. 
NJ: 908-531-2486,
NJ13VHO0857300

Roofing, Siding 
& Windows

 307 Oak St.,
Roseto  Pa

4 Bedrooms
2 Full Baths

New Hi-Efficient 
Gas Fired Boiler
New Gas Water 

Heater. New  
Washer & Dryer On 

First Floor.
CALL Agent:  

Mckayla O’Connell 
484-264-5534

Home For Sale

Office & Lot for 
Rent - Rt. 512, Pen 
Argyl.  $1,600/mo  
includes  utilities.
Text 484-542-8579

with Name,  
Address &  

Business Use. Will 
Respond to Text

Rentals
1955 Chevy Belair

2 Door Hardtop 307 
V8 automatic, runs & 

drives good.
 Turquoise green 

and white. No air, or 
power steering.
Asking $37,000.

Located in Pen Argyl 
Text 484-523-7422

for more info/photos.

Vehicle
For Sale

FREE Amplifit hearing test,
Only at Miracle-Ear.

Miracle Ear Miracle Ear Center
Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)

1619 N. Ninth Street, 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360

570-476-9949

1343 Blue Valley Drive, 
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-588-3383

From All of Us at
Capitol Ace Hardware

438 Blue Valley Dr. Bangor, PA

(610) 863-2700
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Would You Like To 
For �e Holidays?

HEARWould You Like To 
For �e Holidays?

HEAR

How well will you hear the sweet holiday sounds at this year’s choir 
concert? When your family and friends gather for a festive dinner, 
will you be able to follow the lively dinner-table conversation?

We understand how challenging hearing problems can be for 
people. Every day we see people leaning forward, heads cocked 
and even cupping their ears – struggling to hear. As hearing care 
professionals, we help people find solutions for better hearing so 
they don’t miss out on the joy of the holiday season. (Or the rest of 
the year!) The best way to reassure yourself that you are not miss-
ing special moments this season is to get a comprehensive hear-
ing exam and consultation at Miracle-Ear.

Sleigh bells ring...can you hear them?Sleigh bells ring...can you hear them?

Holiday Offers You Don’t Want to Miss!

On ME-5 or ME-4 Solutions

Ask About Our Special Financing Offers

Visit Us at:

If you suffer from hearing loss, now is 
the time to take the next step and 

improve your hearing with a Miracle-Ear 
hearing aid. They are remarkably small 
and discreet...no one will know you’re 

wearing them except you!

Miracle Ear Center
1619 N. Ninth Street

Stroud Commons  (Rear of building)
Stroudsburg, PA 18360

570-476-9949

Miracle Ear Center
Strykers Crossing  Shopping Center

201 Strykers Rd., 
Phillipsburg, NJ 08865

908-505-1053

Miracle Ear Center
 1343 Blue Valley Drive

Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-588-3383
Miracle Ear 

at  Brodheadsville Chiropractic
134 Pilgrim Way Brodheadsville, PA 18322

570-476-9949

*Audiotone Pro ® not included **Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depend-
ing on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fit and ability to adapt to amplification.†Our hearing 
test and video otoscopic inspection are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper 
amplification needs only. These are not medical exams or diagnoses nor are they intended to replace a 
physician’s care. If you suspect a medical problem, please seek treatment from your doctor.

Celebrate the Joy of Better Hearing this Holiday Season!
Offer Expires: December 31st, 2025

©2013 Miracle-Ear, Inc.        15116ROPA/HP4C

Dr. Albert Shrive, AuD. NJ Hearing Aid Dispenser #662, Supervising Licensee

Good only from participating Miracle-Ear® locations. One 
coupon per purchase.  No other offers or discounts apply. 

Discount does not apply to prior sales. Offer valid on ME-5 or 
ME-4 Solutions. Cannot combine with any other offers.  

Cash value 1/20 cent. Offer expires 12/31/25


