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Lady Green Knights Win Over
Catasauqua in The Colonial
League Quarter Finals

Colo-
nial League Quarter Finals on February 10th.
Pen Argyl won 46 to 36. They advanced to
play Notre Dame Green Pond on February
14th at Catasauqua in the semifinal. Photo
by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Pen Argyl took on Catasauqua in the

North Warren Takes on
Veritas Christian Academy

North Warren took on Veritas Christian Aca-
demy on February 8th. North Warren was
defeated, 41 to 36. Photo by Dale Young/The
Free Weekly Press

Free Job Training Program
for Women Starts this Month

e

North Warren Wins Big Over Belvidere High
School in Boys Basketball
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bruary 8th during their senior night game. North Warren won, 68 to
28. Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Bangor Jr. Slater Wrestling Wins Valley
Elementary League
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Bangor Jr Slaters Wrestling team that won the Valley Elementary
Wrestling League on Jan 28th. They beat Northampton in the se-
mi-finals and Nazareth in the finals 46-45 to become the 2023-2024
champions. Courtesy Frank Comunale Jr.

Pen Argyl Takes On Slate Belt Rivals, Bangor,
in Girls Basketball
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Pen Argyl and Bangor went head to head in girls basketball on Fe-
bruary 6th. Pen Argyl won, 55 to 21. Bangor and Pen Argyl boys bas-
ketball teams also played on February 6th. Bangor beat Pen Argyl,
62 to 37. Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

combines intensive com-
puter skills training with
classroom instruction
and on-the-job experien-
ce. Curriculum prepares
women who have been
out of the work force or
underemployed to seek
entry-level office ad-

Project Self-Sufficiency
announces that the next
session of its popular
employment skills trai-
ning program, Higher
Opportunities for Wo-
men (HOW), will lau-
nch February 2oth. The
16-week HOW Program

ministrative  positions.
Classes will take place
on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 9:30 am. — 3:00
p.m. at the agency’s
campus, located at 127
Mill Street in Newton.
Open Houses about the
Higher Opportunities for

Women program will be
held at 1:00 p.m., Febru-
ary 9th and 16th. Intere-
sted participants are invi-
ted to call 973-940-3500
or visit https:/www.
projectselfsufficiency.
org/higher-opportuni-
ties-for-women to enroll.

Women who take part in
the agency’s HOW pro-
gram can expect 80 hours
of computer skills trai-
ning, including instruc-
tion in Microsoft Word,
Excel, and other ap-
plications. The HOW
JOB continued on pg 2
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Continued from page 1
program also includes
40 hours of classroom
instruction and 120
hours of an unpaid ex-
ternship at a commu-
nity employment site,
which further prepares
participants to succes-
sfully venture into the
job market. Additional
coursework focuses on
workplace navigation,
life skills training, re-
sume preparation, and
interviewing strategies.
Since the HOW pro-
gram’s inception, more
than 1,000 women have
gained self-confidence
and learned marketa-
ble skills which placed
them on the path to eco-
nomic self-sufficiency.
Deborah  Berry-Toon,
Executive Director of
Project Self-Sufficiency
explains that the HOW
program is more than
just a job-skills pro-

gram. “The job market
is constantly evolving,
and the Higher Oppor-
tunities for Women pro-
gram gives participants
the skills and confiden-
ce they need for suc-
cess.’

Project Self-Sufficien-
cy is a community-ba-
sed non-profit organiza-
tion which specializes
in services for low-in-
come families in nor-
thwestern New Jersey.
Programs offered at
Project Self-Sufficien-
cy include family li-
teracy education, com-
puter training and job
placement services, as-
sistance with parenting
skills, childcare, coun-
seling and advocacy,
referrals, and help with
emergency basic needs.
To make a donation,
or for more informati-
on about the programs
and services offered by
Project Self-Sufficiency,
visit www.projectselfsuf-
ficiency.org or call 973-
940-3500.
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. photographs, announcements and other
' information to us!

Email: thepressmail@gmail.com

Mailing Address:
PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013

| Fax: 610-399-1185

Deadline for submissions is noon on
Thursdays prior to publication date.
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| thepressads@gmail.com

‘ 610.999.1952

www.thepressnewsonline.com

Like us on Facebook!
The PRESS News Online

Please take the time to support the
businesses who advertise n this
newspaper. Shop Locall

Visit our website for a list of drop-off locations!
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NORTH W ARREN (68) VS BELVIDERE (28)
BOYS BASKETBALL SENIOR NIGHT
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~ Free Estimates | Fully Insured

M TREE WORK

TRIMMING - REMOVAL - STORM DAMAGE - FIREW0OD

STUMP GRINDING - CHIPPING - WE DO SLATE REPAIRS!

s 24 Hr. Emergency
& Storm Damage Service
. Call for Discount

WERNER TRANSMISSION

For Fast Service, Call:
H: 610-599-6882
C: 610-442-2996

Craig Wickett

CraigWickettTreeWork com

“Full Service Shop - Transmissions and more”

Racing and Domestlc

PA State Inspections / Emissions
Brakes - Oil Changes - Exhaust - Much More

Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press
Senior Night Photos on page 5!

Henry Yeska & Son Ine.

821 Georgetown Road, Nazareth, PA
610-759-3290 » www.yeskasepticservice.com

In Business for Over 100 Years!

Industrial, Commercial, & Residential
Cleaning * Pumping * Repairs ° Installations

siSwimming|Pools B Aerators
sSand|Mounds S Drain|Field|Restoration!

JJSewer/Pumps JISepticjTankiRepair.
JJSewer/Alarms oiTank{Replacement

JJCesspools
oJEish|Ponds

'RECEIVE;

$10 OFF |

Your Next |

259 E. Central Ave.,
East Bangor, PA

Open/Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm

610-599-1605

Septlc Pumpmg
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NORTH W ARREN (36) VS VERITAS CHRISTIAN ACADEMY (41)
@IRLS 'ASKETBALL SENIOR NIGHT
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Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press
Senior Night Photos on page 5!

County Executive La-
mont G. McClure and
the Northampton Coun-
ty Drug and Alcohol Di-
vision announced today
that nine Northampton
County locations will

Servmg The WeIIness of Men & Women In The Area

Barry Lobd
Gnee Eslimales

LoBB’s RooFinG & SIDING

Low CosT ROOFING SYSTEM

f-¢ Flpy H

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SLATE - METAL - SHINGLES
GOODYEAR RUBBER ROOFs

5” & 6” ALUMINUM
SEAMLESS GUTTERS

P: 610-588-7452 C: 610-533-9454 F: 610-588-9192

iy G

60 minute GFull CBody Massage $60
60 minute GFoor Massage $55
Open 7 Days A Week: 9am to 9pm

610-510-6600

have Narcan Distribu-
tion Boxes installed to
allow community mem-
bers to access Narcan, a
lifesaving overdose re-
versing medication, for
free.

610-863- 3938

&' Visit our Facebook page and website www.speersmeats.com.
You can place orders in person, or by phone!

E2=="" Ty 1day & Friday 10-6, Saturday 8-2

Roasts, Steaks, & Meats for Stews
& Chili Everything You Need To
Keep You Warm This Winter!

Plus Mecat & Cheeses
for Every Occasion

DIRECTIONS: From Bangor: Delabole Rd., Make Left onto Heimer Rd., and Right onto Gum Rd.
From Wind Gap: 3rd St., make left onto Delabole Rd., Right onto Merwarth Rd., Left onto Gum Rd.

.Disa'iution Boxes Throughoﬁt
County Now Available

This new effort to com-
bat fentanyl in our com-
munity was announced
at a press conference
today that commemora-
ted the County’s Fake is
Real campaign. These
local distribution boxes
will contain two free
doses of Narcan nasal
spray in each box and
instructions on how to
administer the spray in
both English and Spa-
nish. This life-saving
intervention can rapid-
ly restore breathing and
give people a second
chance at life.

The Fake is Real cam-
paign is funded from
the proceeds that the
County secured from
litigation against opioid

Northampton

manufacturers. Funding
from the settlement
allows the County to
strengthen its response
to the ongoing epide-
mic, raise awareness to
prevent addiction, and
offer services to treat
it. This campaign puts
the spotlight on the very
real dangers of acciden-
tal overdose deaths rela-
ted to fentanyl through
our wide-reaching social
media and billboard an-
nouncements. In 2023,
Northampton  County
distributed 1,378 Nar-
can kits.

For more information
on Northampton Coun-
ty’s Fake is Real cam-
paign, please visit fa-
keisreal.org.

oo StateFarm

Providing Insurance & Financial Services————

Debbie Pettinari

— Agent

106 S. Broadway

Wind Gap, PA 18091

Bus: 610-881-4433
Fax: 610-881-4432
Cell: 484-695-8070

A man with one watch knows what time
it is; a man with two watches is never
quite sure. ~Author unknown

Blue Valley Vision

Lye Cure Gow Can Trus

Comprehensive Eye Exams
New Patients Welcome!
Most Insurances Accepted
BlueValleyVision.net

Buy 1Pair Get1 |
50%O0FF

*Restrictions Apply*

L——————————

71 Bangor Junction Rd.,

Bangor, PA | 610-452-2720

Timothy J. Velekei Sr., ABOC
Dr. Marino C. Saveri, OD
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Hackettstown Hosts 15th
Annual St. Patrick’s Parade

The Hackettstown Busi-

ness Improvement Dis-
trict (HBID) is hosting
the 15th Annual St. Pa-
trick’s Parade, Sunday,
March 10, 2024. This Iri-
sh-American tradition at-
tracts more than 14,000
visitors—making  this
parade one of the biggest
events in Hackettstown.
Streets fill with enthu-
siasm as families, resi-
dents and visitors line up
to celebrate and witness
the festive parade. Pre-
ceding the parade, join
us for the St. Patrick’s
Bar and Brew Crawl.
This event is a fundrai-
ser created to support
the St. Patrick’s Parade
festivities. Celebrate at
Marley’s Gotham Grill,
Grand Avenue Tavern,
Man Skirt Brewing, and
Czig Meister Brewing
Company. Your kind
donation gets you one
sheet of tickets, which
includes a coupon good
for one beer at each lo-
cation. Selections vary
per location. Tickets
can be purchased at the
BID office at 219 Main
St., and on our website,
www.hackettstownbid.
com. PRESALE TIC-
KETS can be purchased
for $25 up to February
22, 2024. Tickets pur-
chased after the 22nd,
will be $30.

Coupon sheets can be
picked up by appoint-
ment in the BID office.
Bar Crawl anytime bet-
ween February 22nd and
March 31st.

The Hackettstown BID
is also selling festive
shirts and sweatshirts to
support the parade. The-
se can also be preordered
on the website.

We will kick off the
Parade weekend with a
Grand Marshal Recep-
tion to honor 2024 St.

Patrick’s Parade Grand
Marshal, Retired Hac-
kettstown Police Lt. Dar-
ren Tynan. The reception
dinner will be at David’s
Country Inn Ballroom
on Thursday, March 7th,
and will feature a live
performance by Rory
O’Moore School of Pi-
pes and Drums and a
dance performance by

Slattery School of Irish
Dance. Tickets are $55,
or $500 for a table of 10,
and are available on the
Hackettstown BID web-
site. All are Welcome!
The 15th Annual St. Pa-
trick’s Day Parade will
kick off at 3:30 pm with
numerous  participants
including Irish dan-
ce groups, Irish bands,
community groups, boy/
girl scouts, bagpipes and
drums, Centenary Uni-
versity and Hackettstown
High School teams and
clubs, lots of floats, vari-
ous area fire departments
and rescue squads, as
well as hometown favo-
rites Junior and Senior
Colonial Musketeers and
the Hackettstown Com-
munity Band.

The parade is pet-friend-
ly, with a special pet
Irish Costume Contest
sponsored by Doggie
Styleash. Judging will
be held at Czig Meister
Brewing, located at 106
Valentine St. starting at
3:30 pm sharp. Pets will
then be invited to walk
the parade after judging.

It’s Time to Open Opportunities on Main Street, Emrick Says

House Republicans Launch Initiative For Entrepreneurs And Small Business

Recognizing  govern-
mental burdens should ne-
ver deter Pennsylvanians
from pursuing their own
path to prosperity, House
Republicans are pushing
the Legislature to act on
the “Main Street Entrepre-
neurship Initiative.” The
package of bills, led by
House Commerce Com-
mittee Republican Chair
Rep. Joe Emrick (R-Nor-
thampton), would make
the dream of owning
one’s own business, and
growing it here in Penn-
sylvania, more accessible
for every person in the
Commonwealth.

“Entrepreneurs and small
business owners are the
backbone of our com-
munities,” Emrick said.
“They are the ones inves-
ting in our Main streets,
hiring our friends and
neighbors, and making
our communities great
places to live. We owe it
to every Pennsylvanian to
make it as simple as pos-
sible to chase their dream
and grow their business.”

According to a national
study of new businesses
and start-ups, Pennsyl-
vania’s rate of entrepre-
neurship is nearly 50%
lower than the national
average and has been
stagnant below the natio-
nal average for more than
25 years.

To address this growing
concern, and in recogni-
tion of National Entre-
preneurship Week, House
Republicans are introdu-
cing the following legis-
lation:

-Entrepreneurship Week
Resolution (Emrick):
Would recognize the week
of Feb. 10-17, 2024, as
“Entrepreneurship Week
in Pennsylvania.”

-Business  Filing Fee
Waiver (Rep. Joe D’Orsie,

R-York): Would waive the
filing fees for first-time
entrepreneurs during the
business formation pro-
cess through the Depart-
ment of State.

-Stay in PA Business
Grants and Loans Fee

Waiver (Rep. Donna
Scheuren, R-Montgo-
mery): Would requi-

re businesses receiving
grants and loans through
the Commonwealth to
maintain operations and
employees within the
Commonwealth.

-Commonwealth Procu-
rement Possibilities for
New Entrepreneurs (Rep.
Mike Armanini, R-Cle-
arfield/Elk): Would esta-
blish a “set-aside” within
the existing program to
target small and disadvan-
taged businesses establis-
hed within the prior three
years.

-New Business Ombuds-
man (Emrick): Would es-
tablish a start-up ombuds-
man within the One-Stop
Shop Office within the
Department of Commu-
nity and Economic Deve-
lopment to assist startup
businesses with securing
the necessary documents

and accounts needed to
operate in Pennsylvania.
-Spearheading Entrepre-
neurship Education (Rep.
Marla Brown, R-Lawren-
ce): Would establish a
statewide program to fund
entrepreneurship educati-
on at community colleges,
the Pennsylvania State
System of Higher Educa-
tion and colleges that pro-
vide technical training.
-Fair Protections for En-

trepreneurs  (Scheuren):
Would modernize the
bankruptcy ~ exemption

statute to provide fair pro-
tections for entrepreneurs’
assets, including primary
residences and other ne-
cessities of life.

“For the vast majority
of Pennsylvanians, the
path to prosperity is found
on Main Street, not Wall
Steet,” added Emrick.
“These are common sense
steps to ensure job crea-
tors who want to improve
opportunities here can do
so, and not continue to
cross state lines to places
where it is easier to turn
your ideas into businesses
that can have a multi-ge-
nerational impact.”

House Republicans have

an extensive track record
of working to reduce the
burden on job creators,
leading to large-scale in-
vestment across multiple
sectors of our economy.
This package of legislati-
on proves small business
owners and entrepreneurs
will continue to be a top
priority for the caucus.
“As someone with nearly
30 years of business ex-
perience in the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania,
I know how important
and how valuable entre-
preneurs are to our state’s
model for success,” said
Scheuren. “That’s why
within this package of
bills, I’ve proposed two
pieces of legislation that
protect entrepreneurs and
businesses in Pennsyl-
vania. My first piece of
legislation would require
businesses receiving loans
and grants from the Com-
monwealth, to commit to
staying here. My second
proposed bill would mo-
dernize  Pennsylvania’s
bankruptcy  exemption
statute to provide fair
protections for entrepre-
neurs’ assets, including
primary residences and
other necessities of life.
Entrepreneurs are one of
Pennsylvania’s  greatest
assets and their existence
is vital to our state’s ability
to grow and evolve for the
better. Therefore, 1 since-
rely hope this legislative
package will keep both in
Pennsylvania and help to
open even more doors to
economic prosperity.”
Co-sponsorship me-
mos for the forthcoming
package of legislation
are available here: ht-
tps://www.legis.state.
pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/
CSM/showMemoPu-
blic.cfm?chamber=
H&SPick=20230&cospo-
nld=42099

Over 44 Years Building Character
and Academic Excellence through
a Christ-centered Education

OPEN HOUSE

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND

Desire a school witl

your values?

=

Christian

COME T0 FAI

7:00 - 8:30 PM

Ay

& o Full Day
Kindergarten
through 12th
Grade

B o Busing is

provided from
seven PA
school districts

=8N « Variable tuition

rates available

122 Dante Street

Roseto, PA 18013
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www.thepressnewsonline.com
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55 HONEST & CTRANSPARENT PRICING YOU CAN CIRUST

£

Y

17 Main Street, Blairstown, NJ
EXPERTS @FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

570-460-0362 - 570-242-1737

Pulled
Pork

Brisket

Chicken

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

1@
We Do House Clean Outs! Lot L EL LT LG

190 Deer Run Dr, Bangor, PA 484-264-1107
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NORTH W ARREN B0OYS

Kathryn Hunsinger with her mother,
Rebecca
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¥
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Dylan Considine with his parents, Timothy Lucas Csezmadia with his parents Colleen and
and Amanda, and sisters, Jocelyn and Raelyn  Chase Torre and Scott and Kasey Cszmadia
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Maximus Hambos with his parent, Sofie and Christian Otufale with 1
Pete and his brother Andreas Christopher, and siblings, Crystal and Calvin

In late 2022 and early
2023, PPL customers ex-
perienced unusually high
or low estimated bills,
missing monthly bills
and inadequate customer
service support resulting
in customers’ inability
to reach PPL Call Cen-
ter representatives to
discuss their billing con-
cerns.

To address those is-
sues, the Pennsylvania
Public Utility Commis-
sion (PUC) will evalu-
ate and consider a joint
settlement. As part of
the evaluation, a public
comment period regar-
ding the proposed sett-
lement is active through

Photo by Dale Young/
The Free Weekly Press

€ GIRLS BASKET

Senior Stat Girls for the Boys Basketball

BALL SENIOR NIGHT

Team: Abby Besser and Jaida Masker

Alex Diego with his parents, Max and Eliza,
and sisters Abby and Aja

his parents Joan and Luke Stefankiewicz with his parents, Aaron

and Gretchen and sister, Sophie

Public Comment Regarding PPL Settlement
Open Now For PA Residents

S5
N

,

ELECTRIC BILL

== T

Feb. 28.

Customers may submit
a comment by e-filing
through the PUC or sen-
ding a written comment
at the address below. All
comments should refe-
rence the docket number
of the case: M-2023-

3038060.
Secretary’s Bureau
Pennsylvania  Public

Utility Commission

Commonwealth Key-
stone Building

Second Floor, Room
N201

Harrisburg, PA 17120

TREE SERVICE, Inc.

*Tree Trimming
*Tree Removal
Stump Grinding

‘Bucket Truck
Service

*Portable Saw Mill
*Saw Sharpening

Mowing, Overgrown Brush,
Saplings, & Weeds!
garyeagle.com

FULLY INSURED
610-588-1034

olDillelGas/sAC e
JHeat;PumpsfeDuctless)e
olOilflank’Remoyalle
siService/& Installationte

610:628:20995S NBRSHVACICOM

DID YOU KNOW?

Communities Newspapers are
rated as the most trusted source of
information about candidated
running for public office - topping
ALL OTHER MEDIA!

YOU CAN COUNT ON US!
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PEN ARGYL (559) VS

BANGOR (21) GIRLS BASKETBALL

Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Comunale Construction Co., Inc.

*VINYL SIDING EXPERTS M & n ASPHAIT llc
Irlfslﬂgd * Vinyl Replacement Windows EliRE]i
eSeamless Aluminum Gutters [

Paving & Maintenance
Call: 201-841-3864

mdasphaltnj@gmail.com

5w U € = =
' P Over 50 Years Paving, Seal Coaling, _
It B/ Crack Sealing, Asphalt Repairs
VJ g .v FR:!:IOKS%OBHQ?:IQLE Residential e Commercial ¢ Industrial .

e GRAY’S RECYCLING
MULCH - TOP SOIL - STONE + DYED MULCH

Pick Up Or Delivered To Your Location

MULCH AVAILABLE || STONEAVAILABLE

Hardwood, Dyed, Black, River Stone: 3/8”, 3/4”, 1” to 3”

Brown, Red, & Cedar Mulches Red Stone 3/8” - 3/4”
Topsoil, Clean Fill, & Wood Chips ALSO AVAILABLE:

3/4” Gravel, 3/8” Crushed
WE ACGEPT YARD DEBRIS

Gravel, QP Stone, & Stone Dust
Dumping for Brush, Logs,

Wood Chips, & Bales of Straw!
YOU CAN HAUL ITIN OR
WE WILL PICK IT UP!
Roll-Off Boxes Available:
10, 20 or 30yds

STORM DAMAGE CLEAN-UP, DEMOLITION & LOWBOY MOVES

908-4795-3797 " B3 Gray's Recycling Mulch

CASH &ALEIMAJORICREDITRCARDS/ACCERTED

We Also Offer
Heavy & nght Land CIearmg

DOTTER'’S SEPTIC SERVICES, LLC.

Formerly Albert Lawson Septic Services

Free Estimates
11 Years of Experience

- Pump Septic Tanks & Cesspools -
- Grease Traps -
- Septic Repairs & Installations -

- "kl - Repair Septic Pumps -
bom - Electric Eel Services -
W - Snow Removal -
610-759-6523

|Dotterssepticservices@yahoo.com Northampton, PA

/\(ﬂry(m Manor

Hours By Appointment
Please Call:

610-888-6613

HAntiques & Guriosities
112 RT. 94
BLAIRSTOWN, NJ

Walch Facebook for Details!
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PEN ARGYL (46) VS CATASAUQUA (36) COLONIAL
LEAGUE GIRLS BASKETBALL BUARTER FINALS

Photo by Dale Youngl
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A.R.M. AUTOMOTIVE

NS IS NG 1 0588527671
Safetw Emission|Inspection

Repair/ & Waiver/Eacility,

Because There’s
_ No Place Like Home

Our trained caregivers are
responsible for providing clients
with the best in home care to make
your day to day life as simple as
possible. Call us today and find out
what we can do to help you.

_m .
@ Doning|Qenia
R zvgident

101 Timberlane Dr. Bangor, PA 18013
www.keepingseniorsindependent.com
Brenda Dotta Office: 610-881-4500

Proprietor Fax: 610-863-6048
brenda@keepingseniorsindependent.com EOE Home: 610-588-6000

Our Services
Include:
Meal Preparation
Transportation
Lt. Housekeeping
Personal Grooming
& Dressing
Overnight Supervision
Companionship

Space, Fantasia, Inganamort Oppose Bills Allowing Distribution

Senator Parker Space,
Assemblywoman Dawn
Fantasia, and Assem-
blyman Michael Inga-
namort (all R-Sussex,
Morris, Warren) today
voiced their strong op-
position to Senate Bill
2421 and Assembly Bill
3446.

The new legislation gi-
ves an “affirmative de-
fense to a prosecution”
for distributing obscene
material to minors if
the person distributing
the obscene material is
a teacher, teaching staff
member, school libra-
rian, or staff member of
a public library perfor-
ming their job duties.

“This bill is nothing
more than big govern-
ment mandating an ide-
ological agenda into our
schools,” said Space,
who is both a parent and
grandparent, served for
over 10 years in the As-
sembly before his elec-
tion to the Senate last
year. “We should res-
pect parents and local
school officials enough
for them to decide what
is appropriate when de-
ciding what educatio-
nal materials should be
available to students.

Period.”

The bill includes eight
new mandates that strip
School Boards of their
decision-making power
in favor of the State
government.

“First and foremost,
this legislation is an
affront to parents and
taxpayers by usurping
more control away from
local education and gi-
ving it to faceless bu-
reaucrats in Trenton,”
said Fantasia, a pro-
fessional educator and
mother of three adult
children. “Provisions in
the bill silence the pu-
blic into submission and
handcuff local school
boards by the special le-
gal protection afforded
certain educators and
librarians if they decide
to keep obscene materi-
al on bookshelves.”
Since the shutdowns
of our public schools
due to the pandemic,
concerned parents have
been advocating for
more transparency and
more oversight in what
educational  materials
are being disseminated
to their children. This
has sparked statewide
outrage at the severe in-

appropriateness of some
of the curriculum and
material being used in
our schools and libra-

ries.
“There is no place
for obscene, sexual-

ly-explicit material in
classrooms, no mat-
ter who is distributing

of Obscene Materials to Children

it,” said Inganamort, a
father of three. “Let’s
also remember that most
teachers and librarians
don’t want to be put in
this position in the first
place. We’ll strongly
oppose this legislation
to protect our kids, first
and foremost, and to
defend the integrity of
the teaching profession,
too.”

S2421 and A3446 have
been referred to the res-
pective Education Com-
mittees in the Senate
and General Assembly.
Although no further le-
gislative action has been
taken to date, the legis-
lators expressed their
vigilance in keeping on
top of this issue to fight
for the interests of pa-
rents and their commu-
nity.

View walk-in hours or
book an appointment at

FADESANDBLADESINC.COM

316 Washington Blvd., Bangor, PA

Douglas F. Turtzo, M.D., F.A.C.P.
Anita Rohatgi, M. D.

A Division of
Medical Associates of The Lehigh Valley

WWW.MATLV.COM
Board Certified Internal Medicine

New Location
6534 Sullivan Trail
Wind Gap, PA 18091

New Patients Welcom
Call 610-863-9059
for Appointment
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State Farm Fire and Casuaity Company
Statn Faom Goneal insurance Company, Bloomin

If your walls
could talk,
they'd
thank you.

Great home insurance.
Protect your home with the
best, And do it at a price that
will have yvour wallet saving
“thanks” too

Like a good neighbor,

Stata Farm is thera
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| J Crochet, LLC

Unique Handmade Gifts

o 1O

2017

11 Broadway, Bangor, PA - 908-392-0004
* www.kimskozycrochet.com ¢
kimskozycrochet@yahoo.com

We sell Yarn, Hooks, Poly Fil, Macrame Plant Hangers,
Soy Candles and Wax Melts, Cold Pressed Soaps,
Men's Beard Oil and Grooming Kits & so much more!

We also provide adult and kids beginner and advanced
crochet classes as well as other events!
Check our website for future events.

Tom Ahearn Electric

& Home Improvement
Residential/ Commercial Electric

Electric Generator Installation

Light Carpentry - Painting - Horme Repairs

610-588-6790

C: 484-515-1134

PA Reg. #PA058650

Fully Insured & Licensed

o ApPp

7 Days A Week: 9am-7pm

liances

1 Broadway, Bangor, PA

SELL & REPAIR

N,a\\a
Custom Build/& Home

= CONSTRUCTION s

New Mattresses & Furniture
at Reasonable Prices!

484-837-2376
484-837-5333
610-452-9037

Titoappliances809@gmail.com

ilabja
Improvement Contractor

Specializing in'New, Custom Built Homes Since {1987,

Locally, Family,Owned and Operated

Taking Carelof \Your Home Improvement Needs

LOTS AVAILABLE:|We Build|On)Your Lot or,Ours!

Fully/Insured -

Free|Estimates

Residential,;Commercial} Industrial
Renovations, Additions, Finished Basements
Garages|& Out-Buildings - Kitchens & Baths

Electrical -

Decks,\Windows,|Doors/&More

610-863-7228
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House Republicans Establish Opportunity Task Force to Guide Al Legislative Policy

Al Task Force to educate and extend networking opportunities on cybersecurity and privacy issues

As the rise of artificial
intelligence (Al) techno-
logy becomes an incre-
asingly prominent issue
in Harrisburg, House
Republican leaders have
created an Artificial Intel-
ligence Opportunity Task
Force to monitor and gui-
de the growth of these
technologies. Appointees
are Reps. Jason Ortitay
(Allegheny/Washington),
Valerie Gaydos (R-Al-
legheny), Robert Lead-
beter (R-Columbia), Alec
Ryncavage (R-Luzerne)
and Stephenie Scialabba
(R-Butler).

The use of Al techno-
logies can be beneficial,
but it brings a new set of
societal challenges. The
task force will work to
ensure the proper steps

are taken to ensure Al
technologies bring a use-
ful contribution to socie-
ty.

“I look forward to wor-
king with my colleagues
in this endeavor,” Orti-
tay said. “Use of Al is
increasing, and we need
to make sure it is used
properly. I'm fully sup-
portive of technology
and advancement, but we
need to have standards,
especially when those
involved in Al are asking
for government parame-
ters.”

“As the co-chair of the
Cyber Security Caucus, I
understand the importan-
ce as well as the poten-
tial of Al” said Gaydos.
“By automating routine
tasks, analyzing data

and improving decisi-
on-making, Al can help
increase productivity, re-
duce costs, and improve
the quality of services in
government, health care,
education and more. I
look forward to taking
part in this task force to
work on ensuring Al is
used most thoughtfully.”
“With the ever-gro-
wing cybersecurity at-
tacks from the commu-
nist party of China, it is
important that rural and
agricultural communities
stay vigilant against thre-
ats to our way of life,”
said Leadbeter. “As part
of this task force, I will
stay focused on resto-
ring fiscal responsibility,
defending our gun rights
and first responders, stan-

ding up for life, combat-
ting human trafficking,
expanding school choice
and protecting our agri-
cultural and small busi-
ness communities.”

“While there is a socie-
tal component to how
families interact with Al
technology, we also need
to talk about how Penn-
sylvania is uniquely posi-
tioned to be a leader in Al
technology development
— especially when we
consider our universities
are producing students
entering the workforce,
the rich natural gas pro-
duction in our state for
energy consumption and
in using our land for eco-
nomic  development,”
said Ryncavage. “My
role on this task force

PA House Republicans Focus on Getting Government Out of
the Way of Business Creation During Entrepreneurship Week,

In recognition of Na-
tional Entrepreneurship
Week, House Republi-
can Leader Bryan Cutler
(R-Lancaster) said the
Pennsylvania House Re-
publican Caucus will be
focusing its efforts on
getting government out
of the way of business
creation with a newly
unveiled Main Street En-
trepreneurship Initiative
legislative package.

“At the heart of The
Keystone Commitment is
the need to create a thri-
ving economy by making
it easier to do business
in Pennsylvania and ma-
king it easier to get a job
here. We must also invite
opportunity through com-
petition if we want to put
this Commonwealth on a

sound economic footing,”
Cutler said.

“Right now, government
is standing in the way of
those who want to create
businesses of their own
in Pennsylvania and tie
their futures to that of the
success of this Common-
wealth,” Cutler added.
“House Republicans are
putting forward the Main
Street  Entrepreneurship
Initiative to begin to ful-
fill the promise of The
Keystone Commitment
and stand with entrepre-
neurs, whose drive and
innovation will continue
to power this Common-
wealth.”

The forthcoming pack-
age of bills will include
legislation to:

Establish a set-aside wit-

hin the Commonwealth’s
procurement process for
entrepreneurs.

Waive business filing
fees to provide relief for
first-time entrepreneurs.

Create a new business
ombudsman in the De-
partment of Community
and Economic Develop-
ment.

Require businesses that
receive grants and loans
from the Commonwealth
to commit to staying in
the Commonwealth.

Establish a statewi-
de program for entre-
preneurship  education
among high school stu-
dents.

Modernize our ban-
kruptcy exemption statute
to provide fair protections
for entrepreneurs’ assets.

“Government mandates
and impediments conti-
nue to be barriers to entre-
preneurial growth and de-
velopment,” Cutler said.
“The Main Street Entre-
preneurship Initiative we
are announcing today
places a renewed focus on
getting government out of
the way so Pennsylvani- §
ans can live their dreams
through earning a living
and creating a business by
being great at what they
are good at.”

View the cosponsorship
memos for the forthco-
ming package of legisla-
tion here: https://www.
legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/
Legis/CSM/showMemo-
Public.cfm?chamber=
H&SPick=20230&co-
sponld=42099

428% N. Delaware Dr., Mt. Bethel
mwmmmmm

Check Out Our
Facebook Page

will be about successful-
ly steering Pennsylvania
through the potential pit-
falls of Al while using the
technology to make Pen-
nsylvania a leader.”
“Artificial intelligence
can improve our lives
but because of its limit-
less capabilities, it must
not go unchecked,” said
Scialabba. “As Al con-
tinues to advance and
become more common-
place in our daily lives,
we must keep careful
watch to ensure it does
not do more harm than
good. Using Al does not
give us the luxury to go
on autopilot. In fact, it’s
something that requires
more work to watch.”
The Al Task Force will
engage with experts and

(S W Wiy

stakeholders to inform
future legislative policy
decisions and provide in-
sights on developing and
using Al in a trustworthy
and responsible manner.
“Artificial  Intelligen-
ce is the cutting edge of
technology and is alrea-
dy impacting the work
of state government and
civilian life,” said House
Republican Leader
Bryan Cutler (R-Lancas-
ter). “I am thankful this
dedicated group of mem-
bers agreed to be a part
of this critical task for-
ce that will evaluate Al
policy proposals for our
caucus so we can have a
fully informed path for-
ward when dealing with
this new technological
frontier.”

Vs

REDBALL ANNUAL

;4 WINTER MILITARY :
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NJ DEP Seeks Partners To Help Youth From Overburdened Communities Become

The New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental
Protection is seeking to
partner with up to five
community-based organi-
zations for the fourth year
of'its successful Youth In-
clusion Initiative to help
young people in overbur-
dened communities get
involved in environmen-
tal protection and support
a more diverse workfor-
ce, Commissioner Shawn
M. LaTourette announced

today.

Up to $100,000 is
available to applicants
who partner with the DEP
to provide outreach, re-
cruitment,  supervisory
support, professional

job training, community
building and exposure to
post-program  employ-
ment opportunities for
youth from overburdened
communities.

Youth Inclusion Initia-
tivelnterested organizati-
ons, formally referred to
as Community Host Or-
ganizations, can find the
DEP’s request for propo-
sal document by visiting
dep.nj.gov/yii/rfp/.
Proposals are due by 5
p.m. on March 21.
“DEP’s award-winning
Youth Inclusion Initiative
offers a transformational
six-week experience for
youth from communities
with limited open space
to learn the necessary
skills that will launch
their journey toward be-
coming future champi-
ons for the environment,”
said Commissioner La-
Tourette. “The solicita-
tion announced today
invites community-based
organizations to partner

64 Rt. 46, Columbia, NJ « 908-475-0060

Tomorrow’s Environmental L

with DEP to support these
young people to become
part of a community dedi-
cated to protecting public
health and the environ-
ment we share.”

The six-week summer
program lets participants,
ages 16 to 20, gain hands-
on experience to develop
skills in areas such as wa-
ter monitoring, wildfire
response,  conservation
investigation and forest
management. The youth
will also learn about ca-
reer opportunities in en-
vironmental  protection,
conservation and ste-
wardship. The program
will run from July 8 to
August 16 and partici-
pants will receive a sti-
pend for attending.

During the program,
three days each week are
crafted to demonstrate
the various DEP program
areas through interactive
activities such as touring
facilities, fishing and en-
gaging with wildlife edu-
cation programs, conduc-
ting stream assessments,
and identifying invasive
plant species. The pro-
gram also includes pro-
fessional ~ development
days at the end of the
week which include guest
speakers and resume and
cover letter writing sessi-
ons.

Youth Inclusion Initi-
ativeA new addition to
the program this year are
community project days.
Partner organizations will
guide youth participants
as they complete a group
community project focu-
sed on improving the en-
vironment. Examples of
projects include creating

eaders
’_.:_:.‘_. ;#:; g

storm water drains. Up to
$5,000 will be allotted for
each community-based
project.

“Our collaboration with
the community host or-
ganizations is centered
around making a differen-
ce in these young people’s
lives by offering an expe-
rience that boosts their
confidence and interest
in pursuing a career pro-
tecting the environment,”
said Elizabeth Dragon,
Assistant Commissioner
of Community Invest-
ment and Economic Re-
vitalization.

The Youth Inclusion
Initiative has allowed the
DEP to partner with mul-
tiple community-based
organizations including
the Ironbound Communi-
ty Corporation in Newark,
Groundwork  Elizabeth,
Rutgers University-Cam-
den, The Work Group in
Camden and Neighbor-
hood Improvement Asso-

ciation in Trenton.

“NJDEP’s  Youth In-
clusion Initiative should
be a national model for
advancing equity and
environmental justice
within underrepresented
communities. Every day,
the outreach and support
displayed by DEP staff
was tangible, heartwar-
ming, and truly inspiring.
As a 2023 community
host organization, we are
deeply grateful for the
program’s  commitment
to expose and educate our
youth to the vital work of
environmental justice and
stewardship,” said Octa-
via Gurley, Neighborhood
Improvement Associati-
on’s Director of Commu-
nity Development.

“The Elizabeth youth
that participated in the
NIDEP Youth Inclusion
program come from di-
verse urban backgrounds
and gained experiences
that will live with them
forever. They spoke to

staff from a variety of de-
partments of the DEP at
dozens of locations and
saw the value of the work
of the DEP. They left the
program aware of the po-
tential for them to one day
become part of the agen-
cy. A summer experience
can change a life,” said
Jonathan Phillips, Execu-
tive Director of Ground-
work Elizabeth.

Organizations  intere-
sted in partnering with
the DEP this year will be
evaluated on their plan to
support the youth during
the program and their
ability to highlight career
opportunities through the
identification of path-
ways such as additional
education, credentials or
other steps in line with the
youths’ interests.

There is no maximum
number of young people
who can participate in the
program, but applicants
should carefully plan their
budget to ensure their pro-

~ WeAre Open1iam-11pm’. 7Days’a Week

Y Ty e

Martini Monday!._ Serving Breakiast;.
~ SoWellss -

Taco Tuesday!
$1.99

Motel Rooms: $95/Night | $500/Week | $1,150/Mo.

Includes: A/C & Heat, WiFi, Dish Network, Trash, Parking, Small Fridge & Microwave.

Gall 610-868-6613 For Motel Rooms!
Like Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJ

at1lam

steamed

posal reflects a reasonable
management and admini-
stration strategy for their
proposed number of parti-
cipants. The DEP recom-
mends up to 10 youth par-
ticipants per organization.
Once awarded, the part-
ner organizations and a
DEP program coordinator
will work from April to
June to finalize the pro-
gram logistics and deve-
lop itineraries that tailor
the experience to the inte-
rests of each group. They
will also be required to
employ a site supervisor
to accompany the youth
for the entirety of the pro-
gram. Mandatory training
will be provided to DEP
employees and each orga-
nization’s site supervisor.
Interested  organizati-
ons can send their ques-
tions about the program
to Priya.Ratanpara@dep.
nj.gov through Feb. 19.
The answers to any ques-
tions received by DEP
about the 2024 Youth In-
clusion Initiative request
for proposal document
will be posted at dep.
nj.gov/yii/rfp/.

Recognized with the
Environmental  Council
of the States Innovati-
on Award in 2022, the
program advances key
elements of the Council
on the Green Economy,
which serves to develop
a blueprint for expanding
the green economy and
building a diverse, inclu-
sive workforce to support
Governor Murphy’s clean
energy and climate goals.
For more information

about the 2024 Youth In-
clusion Initiative,
dep.nj.gov/yii/.

HUNTERS ' |.ODGE RESTHURANT. & MOTEL 4

MOTEL
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Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary!

Mary E. Stone

Stone Associates
Landscape Design

& Consulting,
Blairstown

Hello, fellow readers,
Do you recall Valen-
tine’s Day traditions as a
kid having to bring cards
to school? It was an as-
signment. An obligation.
One for each classmate.
Cards came in assort-
ment packs and while
the sayings were mostly
about friendliness, which
isn’t a bad thing, conno-
tations of romance were
sometimes there. How
awkward it felt.
Valentine card assort-
ments for kids haven’t
changed much, based
on a collection I came

David A. Hawk

OBuilder/(Remodeler

across the other day.

“You’re a Bear-y
nice Valentine (a bear
holding a heart).

“I dig you” (a skunk
holding a heart).

As an adult, Valen-
tine’s Day’s melancholy
remains because it’s
commercially  driven,
though the history as a
day honoring the early
saint named Valentinus
is fascinating. Cred-
it goes to English poet
Geoffrey Chaucer in the
14th century for shift-
ing the association of
Saint Valentine’s Day to
romantic love, a conno-
tation that spread across
countries and religions.

I remember incom-
ing flowers when work-
ing in an office eons ago
amongst other twenty-
something-year-olds. It
became a competition
almost.

Receivers proudly
displayed their bounty
on their desks, as if tout-
ing that their somebody
loved them more than
another’s somebody
based on their bouquet’s
magnitude. But you can’t
take it out on the flow-
ers, primarily bouquets

Additions + Basements

\\ Kitchens - Bathrooms

. Sunrooms - Patios
New Garages Built
Decks * Flooring

PA041139

0 484-330-0093 &
Mt. Bethel

40 Years of Experience * Fully Insured * Free Estimates

Stone Work - Siding
Roofing - Gutters
Soffits - Windows

Trim * Shutters

of roses or arrangements
of assorted flowers along
with roses.

Then there’s one red
rose, the iconic symbol
of “I love you” — the
same meaning as a bou-
quet of red. So, you may
save your dough, and
spring for a single red
rose rather than a dozen.

Dark pink or peach
means appreciation,
Light pink- admiration,
yellow — friendship, or-
ange — desire, lavender
— enchantment, white —
“I am worthy of you.”
White and red together
— “We belong together.”

Then there’s the tra-
dition of giving choco-
lates, far more enticing
not being a rose person.
I find roses hard to grow,
attracting a plethora of
diseases and insects.

I have two rose bush-
es from the previous
owners. Each spring, I
marvel over their shiny,
maroon new growth
and consider tackling
the upcoming pests.

Rose Meanings: Red = | Love You, Yellow = Admiration,
White = “l am worthy of you,” Lavender = Enchantment,
Peach and Dark Pink = Appreciation

The idea quickly fades
when aphids and Black
Spot fungus take over.
Even Knock-out
roses, introduced as
“care-free,” are often
riddled with Rose Ro-
sette caused by a virus
spread by dust-sized
mites. Never mind the
Japanese beetles that
chomp the heck out of
them in summer. But you
can’t take it out on the
roses. And many clients
and dear friends have a
green thumb for roses.

So maybe it’s just me.
And 1 love their beau-
ty and fragrance, as you
may recall from the sto-
ry about the Beauty and
Beast of Roses (archived
on AskMaryStone.com).

Legend has it the
Aztecs considered choc-
olate an aphrodisiac.
Chocolate is indeed
proven to elevate moods,
much like falling in love.
I wonder if the types of
chocolates have a mean-
ing. Perhaps white choc-
olate means “I am wor-

thy of you,” too. Though
dark chocolate, especial-
ly with nuts, is the most
worthy of my indul-
gence. Especially with a
red wine chaser. Smile.
Rather than cut flow-
ers, why not give the gift
of growth and abundance
that lasts, such as seeds
for a vegetable or flower
garden? But please don’t
skip the chocolates, dear.
Garden Dilem-
mas?  AskMaryStone.
com (and now on your
favorite Podcast App.)

Northampton County Sheriff’s Dep. Warn of Phone Scam

Al
SCAI\/\

The Northampton Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department
has received multiple re-
ports about a male caller
identifying as a Northamp-
ton County sheriff deputy
who has been contacting
county residents regarding
repayment of Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP)
loans.

The caller then gives in-
structions for repaying
this loan at secure public
kiosks that accept Bitcoin,
or they will be arrested
immediately due to their
non-compliance.

The public should be
aware that this is a scam.
The Northampton County
Sheriff’s Department does

not call residents and so-
licit money.
Please report any suspi-

"CALLS

cious solicitations to the
Pennsylvania  Attorney
General’s office at 1-800-

441-2555 or email them
to scams@attorneygener-
al.gov.
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ome nghts Class AorB i Our statiogis I::Z:gted at
G REAT PAY . Bangnr, Pn 18013 517 S. Northampton St. Bangor, PA.
Benefits Offered F"'g;"o";: (f:zl"_:ale
Call Us at: & Vacation Time All different sizes
-888- Apply by Callin 14,16 or 18
610-888-6613 | | Apply by Calling s Tome.
610-759-3290 Call 610-588-7513 You and Mi

[ ]
| = Hear more of Life.
| c I a ss I fl ed Ad 0 rd e r Fo rm Miracle Ear SMi(}'?cle Egr CfeBn}fr)
. trou 0OIMmMmoIn: ear ol buldin
| Non-commercial classified ads (Misc., Vehicles, Recreation, Wanted, Pets, Yard 13;,‘2nt;‘1""11,138]);‘;‘3’ 1619 N. Nsinth Street, s
Sales) are $5 per week, per inch (1.8” Wx 17 H). There is no charge for Free . 610-588-3383 T e
items. Services, Rentals, Real Estate, Homes For Sale and Help Wanted ads are AdS Wlth 570-476-9949
$15 per week, per inch. Please specifiy the category in which your ad should Photos!
I appear, the size your ad should be (boxes on right), and how many weeks your
ad will run. Please PRINT ad information. $1 8
NAME:
PHONE: One inch
ADDRESS: (actual size shown here)
CATEGORY:

WEEKS RUNNING: AMOUNT PAID:
Please PRINT Your Ad Information Below

Dine-In + Take-Out * Delivery « Catering Available
Two inches (95¢ Delivery Fee)....Call for Delivery Range

(actual size shown here)

r—_—_—_—1 HEE I I S -

Monday-Thursday 1 ! :
:I Large Plain Pizza ! :sgsoolfF:
' $1095¢ !, N

| *Cannot combine with an

other offers. Must present
coupons. |

CLASSIFIEDS MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN NOON ON
FRIDAY IN ORDER TO BE PRINTED IN THE UPCOMING EDITION.

| Pick-Up or Delivery ONLY. Toppings Extra.

All classified ads must be paid in full, in advance. Credit cards are NOT accepted for charges less than I L e o o o o o oo o — — — — m—
$25 Classifieds may be submitted by mail PO BOX 606, Bangor, PA 18013
emalil; thepressads@gmail.com or fax: 610-599-1185.Classifieds are NOT accepted by. phone |
Help Wanted ads are free for current advertisers.

Make Checks Payable to: The Free Weekly Press, LLC 61 0'863'6670 | 51 0 E. Maln St., Pen Al’gyl
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Winter Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8am-5pm; Sat., 9am-4pm; Sun., 9am-3pm

Proudly Slocking
S —— .
Bl L ALBRIGHT S K PURINA
\ ’ :
4 W i, SO E 1957 G
We Carry All Horse, Chicken, Sheep, Rabbit, Pig, & Goat Feed
From: Albright's Mill, Buckeye Nutrition, Kalmbach, And Purina

mM FRESy © Kleins Raw Milk And Cheeses
P Y o Heinshon Honey - 11b, 2Ib, 5Ib Jars

11 o oroy © HOP A Long Farms Grass Fed Beef
;= We Also Carry Chicken, Turkey & Pork

4= « Watergap Coffee - All The Specialty Flavors

Whole Bean « Decaf « Regular Ground

, Wines From Tolino Vineyards

[. ff;cmebook

o
4 "*ﬁjnnllim.

£ 4P E L L E T

Cooler Weather is Here! | 3 WIIV Did The

Stock Up on - -
Barefoot Woodpellets > ﬂlllﬂl(ell

By The Bag or By the Ton! & IR I TTY TN [T} TP F]

Also Carrying Barefoot

We fi _ Black Oil
Pl'Opane - Sunflower Seeds
| 50Ib. bags for

1 ¢17.99

E Price good
'I' - P o16/24-21231240

Sunfire heating blocks To Try Our Very Own
; CHICKEN FEED!
Easy Heat and ks Made From Our Own Corn With
Energex Wood Pellets | Black Oil Sunflower Seeds Added

also available! | $I 6 95

. : ,;_:,:-r‘ : E‘ ') , J'{&



