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Portland and Upper Mount Bethel Township 
Celebrate America With Their 9th Annual 

Fourth of July Parade

Bangor Celebrates America's 
250th Birthday

Portland and Upper Mount Bethel Held their 9th Annual 4th of July 
Parade on Saturday, July 4th. Despite the heat, everyone had a won-
derful time. Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Bangor held a "250th Independence Celebra-
tion" in honor of America on Sunday, July 
5th. Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly 
PressBlairstown Holds Annual "Blairstown 4th" 

Fourth of July Celebration at Footbridge Park

The Blairstown Rotary Club held their Annual Duck Race at Foot-
bridge Park during the Blairstown Fourth of July celebration! This 
year's winning number were: 1st Prize – $2,000: Duck #0585; 2nd 
Prize – $1,000: Duck #0282; 3rd Prize – $500: Duck #1268; 4th Prize – 
$350: Duck #0884; and 5th Prize – $250: Duck #0847. If you have one 
of the winning tickets or have any questions, please email tickets@
blairstownrotary.org. (Photo by Lisa Kleber-Amon, Blairstown Rota-
ry Facebook Page)

Main Street Cruisers Take The 
Stage At Wind Gap Park 

The Main Street Cruisers took the stage at 
Wind Gap Park on Sunday, July 5th as part of 
the Summer Sounds Concert Series. Photo 
by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Summer Happenings...It's EASIER than Summer Happenings...It's EASIER than 
EVER to advertise them in our publication! EVER to advertise them in our publication! 
See page 7 or 16  for details & discounts!See page 7 or 16  for details & discounts!
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Call Us 484-988-0969

Blue Mountain Community Library News:
The library is located at 216 S. Robinson Ave. in Pen Argyl.  Open hours

are Monday-Saturday 10am-12pm and Monday and Thursday 6-8pm.
Questions? Call 610-863-3029 or email info@bmcl.org.

 From May to June: New memberships increased 161%; Items borrowed in-
creased 67%; Patrons served increased 65%. Are YOU part of these exciting 

numbers?  Stop in today to get your library card!

Our America on Wheels museum pass has arrived and is ready for checkout!
  Stop in today for this wonderful resource, courtesy of a sponsorship drom 
Deerfoot Auto Parts.  The pass is for FREE museum entrance for two adults and 
their children.  For a family of five, that's a savings of $76!  The pass checks out 

for a three-day circulation period.

Check out our new link to FREE e-resources and e-books at
www.bmcl.org/services!

Stop in for our hygiene bank.  Give what you can and take what you need.

There’s a new scavenger hunt for children (fun and games-themed) - and
it stretches across THREE rooms this month (the children’s room AND

young adult fiction room AND Book Nook).  Happy searching!

The library will discuss _Theo of Golden_ by Allen Levi on Tuesday, July
14 at 6:30pm.  Email info@bmcl.org to RSVP.

You can still get involved in the BMCL Summer Fun with Reading Program
(SFRP) 2026:  Words and Wonders!  ALL AGES are invited to stop in for
reading challenges with exciting prizes, a readers' raffle, and programs!

Adults are invited to a “Love Libraries” trivia challenge!  (and it’s multiple 
choice!) on Thurs., July 16 at 6:30pm at the library.  Earn a bonus Phase 2 
reading challenge ticket just for participating!  The winner will receive a special 
prize.  Register by calling 610-863-3029 or emailing info@bmcl.org by Mon., 

July 13.

Children ages 3-6 are invited to "Two Stories and Craft" storytime on Thurs., 
July 16 at 10am at the library.   Children ages 4-9 are invited to the next special 
outdoor program on Wed., July 22 at 10:30am at Wind Gap Park at 334 S. Lehigh 
Ave.  Call 610-863-3029 or email info@bmcl.org with program date/s, child’s 
name and birthdate, parent/guardian’s name, and phone number to register.  

See www.bmcl.org/services for additional program listings.

Support BMCL while enjoying delicious ice cream sundaes and listening to 
TimeWhys at “Summer Sounds” at Weona Park on July 26 at 6pm.  (And thank
you to the pie bakers, volunteers, and customers for "Pies in the Park" on June 

28).

Dine at Scorecard on Tues., July 28 and support the library by doing so!

New to the circulating collection:
Adult fiction:

  - Whistler (Ann Patchett)
  - Land (Maggie O'Farrell)

  - Road Trip (Mary Kay Andrews)
  - My Year in Paris with Gertrude Stein (Deborah Levy)

  - A Bookseller in Madrid (Mario Escobar)

Adult nonfiction:
  - Lightning beneath the Sea (James M. Tabor)

Large print fiction:
  - Lady in the Lake (Laura Lippman)

  - Margaritas at the Beach House Hotel (Judith Keim)
  - The Beach House (Rachel Hanna)

  - A Dealer Dead Ahead (Scarlett Moss)
  - Amethyst's Choice (Grace Given)

YA fiction:
  - The Scorpion and the Night Blossom (Amelie Wen Zhao)

  - Gaslit (Megan Davidhizar)
  - Adventure Is Out There! (Liz Braswell)

  - Fustuk (Robert Mgrdich Apelian)

YA nonfiction:
  - The Odyssey (Gareth Hinds)

  - Oppenheimer and the Atomic Bomb (Kai Bird and Martin J. Sherwin)
  - How to Survive the End of the World (Katy Doughty)

Juvenile fiction:
  - America, I'm So Glad You Were Born (Ainsley Earhardt)

New to the Blue Mountain 
Community Library

Pies in the ParkPies in the Park

Working to Save You Money By Providing 
Meaningful Tax Relief

Pennsylvania fami-
lies continue to feel the 
impact of rising costs, 
which is why I support-
ed legislation to provide 
meaningful tax relief and 
make everyday expenses 
more affordable.
The bill would eliminate 

the gross receipts tax on 
electricity, saving con-
sumers more than $1.7 
billion in the first year. It 
also creates a two-week 
sales tax holiday in Au-
gust for back-to-school 
items like backpacks, 
notebooks, and school 
supplies.
The legislation also in-

creases funding for the 
Educational Improve-
ment Tax Credit (EITC) 

program, helping more 
families access scholar-
ships for the schools that 
best meet their children’s 
needs.
This bill is another step 

toward lowering costs 
and helping Pennsylva-

nia families keep more of 
their hard-earned money.  
It now heads to the House 
of Representatives for 
consideration. Call your 
state representatives and 
ask them to bring this leg-
islation to a vote.
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New to the Bangor 
Public Library

Adult Fiction:
Whisper Creek: A Thriller by 

Allison Brennan

 Adult Non Fiction:
The Finest Hotel in Kabul: A People’s 

History of Afghanistan by Lyse Doucet

Large Print Adult Fiction:
The Keeper by Tana French; Whistler: 

A Novel Ann Patchett

Easy Fiction:
Fourth of July Fun! By Deb Adamson; The 
Berenstain Bears God Bless our Country 
by Mike Berenstain; Red, White and Blue, 
I love You by Jeffrey Burton; America, 
I’m So Glad you Were Born by Ainsley  
Earhardt; Piggy by Ann Hood; On the 

Fourth of July by Maggie Rudd

Easy Non Fiction:
Memorial Day by Clara Cella; The Fire  
of Stars: The Life and Brilliance of the 
Woman Who Discovered What Stars 
Are Made Of by Kirsten W. Larson;  

Independence Day by Erika S. Manley

 39 S Main St, Bangor, PA 18013
Phone: (610) 588-4136

The Warren County 
Council, a proud part-
ner of the Greater Le-
high Valley Chamber of 
Commerce, in partner-
ship with the Town of 
Belvidere, is excited to 
welcome residents and 
visitors to the Belvidere 
Street Festival: Celebrat-
ing the Spirit of Ameri-
ca on Saturday, July 18, 
from 11:00am to 4:00pm 
in the heart of downtown 
Belvidere, NJ. 
As communities across 

the nation commemorate 
the 250th anniversary 
of the United States of 
America, Belvidere will 
host a vibrant celebra-
tion honoring America’s 
history, heritage, and en-
during spirit. The festi-
val offers an opportunity 
for families, friends, and 
neighbors to come to-
gether and celebrate the 
values that unite us while 
enjoying a day filled 
with entertainment, local 
businesses, and commu-
nity pride. 
“56 men risked every-

thing to set in motion 
the greatest adventure in 
human history”, said Joe 
Roth, Belvidere Town 
Council President. “Join 
us as Belvidere cele-
brates the Spirit of Amer-
ica.” 
The celebration begins 

immediately follow-
ing the Belvidere Food 
Pantry Race for Hunger 
5K, keeping the excite-
ment going throughout 
the day. Whether you're 
crossing the finish line, 
cheering on participants, 
or arriving for the festival 
festivities, there will  be 
something for everyone 

to enjoy. 
Mill Street, Front Street, 

Mansfield Street, and 
Riverside Park will be 
transformed into a lively 
festival destination fea-
turing live music, deli-
cious food trucks, unique 
craft and artisan vendors, 
a classic car show, and 
family-friendly activi-
ties, creating a full-day 
celebration of commu-
nity spirit in the heart of 
Belvidere. The live music 
lineup will feature per-
formances at Riverside 
Park, Belvidere Books, 
and Courthouse Square, 
showcasing an exciting 

mix of local talent includ-
ing Riverside Rhythm 
Orchestra from 11:00am 
to 1:00pm, Tweed & 
the Sugar Daddies from 
11:00am to 3:00pm, and 
Out Past Curfew from 
12:00pm to 4:00pm. Vis-
itors can spend the day 
shopping local, enjoying 
great food, listening to 
live music, and connect-
ing with neighbors while 
experiencing the charm 
and hospitality that make 
Belvidere such a special 
community, while also 
taking time to explore 
the classic car show fea-
turing unique vehicles 
on display along with a 
judged car contest high-
lighting standout entries 
and crowd favorites. 
The Belvidere Street 

Festival is more than 
just a community event, 
it is a celebration of the 
American spirit and a 
showcase of the people, 
businesses, and organi-
zations that contribute 
to the vitality of Warren 
County. 

Belvidere Street Festival Returns for Its Second Year for a 
250th Anniversary Celebration

America's Freedom Field 250

250 American Flags standing at the Bangor Farm Show Complex Field in Honor of America's 
250th Anniversary. Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press
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610-863-6670 | 510 E. Main St., Pen Argyl

Dine-In   •   Take-Out   •   Delivery    •   Catering Available
(95¢ Delivery Fee)....Call for Delivery Range

 Monday-Thursday
2 Large Plain Pizza

$25.95*
Pick-Up or Delivery ONLY. Toppings Extra.

*Cannot combine with any 
other offers. Must present 

coupons. 

$5 OFF
$30*

FREE Amplifit hearing test,
Only at Miracle-Ear.

Miracle Ear Miracle Ear Center
Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)

1619 N. Ninth Street, 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360

570-476-9949

1343 Blue Valley Drive, 
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-588-3383

17 Main Street, Blairstown, NJ

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

NOW AT OUR NEW LOCATION!
128 RT. 94, BLAIRSTOWN, NJ 

 NEXT TO THE TRACTOR SUPPLY!

908-535-4064

We Do House Clean Outs!

We are Currently Buying: 
GOLD & SILVER BULLION  •  COINS  

CURRENCY   •   ESTATES  •  ANTIQUES  
COLLECTIBLES  •  SPORTS CARDS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE ESTATES 

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

We Do House Clean Outs!

HONEST & TRANSPARENT
PRICING YOU CAN TRUST!

Finder’s Collection &
 Storage Discoveries

Wind Gap Summer Sounds Presents: Main Street Cruisers

Photos by Dale Young/Photos by Dale Young/
The Free Weekly PressThe Free Weekly Press Check Out A 

Check Out A Video From 
Video From This Event 
This Event on Our 

on Our Facebook!
Facebook!
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Hours: Tues: 2-10pm; Wed: 4-11pm; Thurs: 4-11pm; Fri: 4pm-2am; 
Sat: 12pm-2am; Sun: 1pm-11pm; CLOSED MON

LIVELIVE

MUSIC
MUSICLIVE

MUSIC Sponsored bySponsored by
w&w Excavating llcw&w Excavating llc

Sponsored by
w&w Excavating llc

Senator Lisa M. Bosco-
la (D-Lehigh/Northamp-
ton) applauded Senate 
passage of Senate Bill 
1182, a bipartisan effort 
with Senator Gene Yaw 
(R-Lycoming) to update 
Pennsylvania’s Board of 
Vehicles Act and mod-
ernize the rules govern-
ing vehicle manufactur-
ers, distributors and local 
dealerships.
The bill passed the Sen-

ate by a unanimous vote 
(50:0) and now heads to 
the House of Representa-
tives for further consider-
ation.
“The way we buy, ser-

vice and use vehicles has 
changed dramatically,” 
Boscola said. “Today’s 

vehicles are tied to soft-
ware, subscriptions, over-
the-air updates, connect-
ed data systems and new 
service requirements. 
Pennsylvania law needs 
to keep pace with that 
marketplace.”
SB 1182 updates several 

provisions of the Board 
of Vehicles Act, including 
warranty reimbursement, 
dealer and consumer 
data protections, manu-
facturer-required loaner 
vehicles, vendor choice, 
software-based vehicle 
features and the relation-
ship between manufac-
turers, distributors and 
local dealerships.
Boscola said the leg-

islation recognizes the 

Boscola Announces Senate Passage of Bill to Modernize PA’s 
Car Dealership Law

continuing role local 
dealerships play for 
Pennsylvania consum-
ers.
“Local dealerships are 

often the first place con-
sumers turn when they 
buy a vehicle, need war-
ranty work, need service, 
need a loaner or need 
help resolving an issue,” 
Boscola said. “These 

businesses employ peo-
ple in our communities 
and remain the front 
line for consumers when 
something goes wrong.”
The Board of Vehicles 

Act was enacted in 1983 
and last substantially 
updated in 2018. Senate 
Bill 1182 now moves to 
the House of Represen-
tatives.

Board of Commissioners to 
Meet in Harrisburg

The Pennsylvania 
Board of Game Com-
missioners will meet on 
Friday, July 10 at the 
Game Commission’s 
Harrisburg headquar-
ters, 2001 Elmerton Ave.
This meeting is one day 

only and will begin at 1 
p.m. with public com-
ments. Those wishing to 
speak may register be-
ginning at 12:15 p.m. on 
the day of the meeting.  
Speakers will be called 
in the order in which 
they registered. Pub-
lic comments offered 
at board meetings are 
limited to five minutes 
and are to be confined 
to agenda items. Power-
Point presentations are 
not permitted.
Following the conclu-

sion of public comment, 

the board will take up 
its regular agenda, in-
cluding the finalization 
of updated elk man-
agement units and hunt 
zones.
The agenda for the 

July meeting will avail-
able on the PGC web-
site. Under “About the 
PGC,” click on “Public 
Meetings,” then find the 
July 10 meeting info and 
click on the “Meeting 
Agenda” link. The agen-
da for the July 10 meet-
ing will be available in 
the near future. 
Those unable to attend 

the meeting can watch it 
from home. The meeting 
will be livestreamed on 
the Game Commission’s 
YouTube channel and 
can be viewed there af-
terward.

LOBB’S ROOFING & SIDINGLOBB’S ROOFING & SIDING
LOW COST ROOFING SYSTEMLOW COST ROOFING SYSTEM

Barry Lobb
Free Estimates

Barry Lobb
Free Estimates

P: 610-588-7452   C: 610-533-9454   F: 610-588-9192

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SLATE ∙ METAL ∙ SHINGLES
GOODYEAR RUBBER ROOFS

5” & 6” ALUMINUM
SEAMLESS GUTTERS
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908-362-6341908-362-6341

Thursday & Friday 10-6, Saturday 8-2

Visit our     Facebook page and website www.speersmeats.com. 
You can place orders in person, or by phone!

610-863-3938

DIRECTIONS: From Bangor: Delabole Rd., Make Left onto Heimer Rd., and Right onto Gum Rd.
 From Wind Gap: 3rd St., make left onto Delabole Rd., Right onto Merwarth Rd., Left onto Gum Rd.

Fire Up The Grill!
We Have High
Quality Meats
For All Your

Summer Cook-Outs

Bangor Honors America With "250th Independence Celebration"

Check Out A Check Out A 
Video From Video From 
This Event This Event 

on Our on Our 
Facebook!Facebook!

Photos by Dale Young/The Photos by Dale Young/The 
Free Weekly PressFree Weekly Press
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259 E. Central Ave.,
East Bangor, PAContact Us at: 484-988-0969 or Contact Us at: 484-988-0969 or 

thepressads@gmail.comthepressads@gmail.com

Bangor Honors America With "250th Independence Celebration" Continued

Photos by Dale Young/The Photos by Dale Young/The 
Free Weekly PressFree Weekly Press

Check Out A 

Check Out A Video From 
Video From This Event 
This Event on Our 

on Our Facebook!
Facebook!
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Portland/UMBT 4th of July Parade

Our New Summer MenuOur New Summer Menu

Thursday-Saturday 12-9
Sunday Brunch 11-5

FAMILY-OWNED 
BREWERY & RESTAURANT

FAMILY-OWNED 
BREWERY & RESTAURANT
570-897-5900570-897-5900 Mount Bethel PAMount Bethel PA

AlleghenyCreekBC.comAlleghenyCreekBC.com

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT 

new summer brunch menu itemsnew summer brunch menu items

Check Out A 
Check Out A Video From 
Video From This Event 
This Event on Our 

on Our Facebook!
Facebook!

Photos by Dale Photos by Dale 
Young/The Free Young/The Free 
Weekly PressWeekly Press
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Fully Insured & Licensed

C: 484-515-1134

Tom Ahearn Electric

PA Reg. #PA058650

Electric Generator Installation
Light Carpentry - Painting - Home Repairs

& Home Improvement

Residential/Commercial Electric

610-588-6790

TREE WORK

Craig Wickett 

TRIMMING - REMOVAL - STORM DAMAGE - FIREWOOD
STUMP GRINDING - CHIPPING - WE DO SLATE REPAIRS!

Free Estimates | Fully Insured

CraigWickettTreeWork.com

For Fast Service, Call:
H: 610-599-6882
C: 610-442-2996

75ft
BUCKET

TRUCK
75ft

BUCKET
TRUCK

24 Hr. Emergency
Storm Damage Service

Call for Discount

St. Luke’s Urges Parents To 
Be Vigilant Amid Increased 

Measles Risk

With an increase in 
measles cases recent-
ly reported in east-
ern Pennsylvania, St. 
Luke’s pediatricians 
are encouraging parents 
to take steps to protect 
their children, including 
discussing an accelerat-
ed vaccination sched-
ule with their child's 
healthcare provider.
“Measles is one of the 

most contagious in-
fectious diseases, but 
vaccination is the saf-
est and most effective 
way to protect your 
child and those around 
them,” said Jennifer 
Janco, MD, Chair of St. 
Luke’s Pediatrics.
Dr. Janco recommends 

that parents of children 
who live in or plan to 
travel to areas where 
measles cases have 
been reported consult 
their pediatrician about 
whether an earlier vac-

cination schedule may 
be appropriate:
- Infants ages 6-11 

months may be eligible 
for an early dose of the 
MMR (measles, mumps 
and rubella) vaccine.
- Children who have 

already received one 
MMR dose at one year 
of age may be eligible 
to receive their sec-
ond dose earlier than 
the usual four-year-old 
dose
- An up-to-date list of 

Pennsylvania counties 
with confirmed mea-
sles cases is available at 
www.pa.gov/measles.
“We strongly encour-

age parents to contact 
their child’s healthcare 
provider, especially be-
fore traveling, to ensure 
their child is up to date 
on recommended vacci-
nations and adequately 
protected against mea-
sles,” Dr. Janco said.

PGC Applauds Legislative Efforts to Make Hunter-Trapper 
Education Accessible in Schools

In an effort to make 
Hunter-Trapper Educa-
tion more accessible to 
students across the state, 
the Pennsylvania House 
of Representatives re-
soundingly approved 
House Bill 2460 (180-
22), sponsored by House 
Game & Fisheries Com-
mittee Chair Rep. Anita 
Kulik (D-Allegheny), 
to provide opportuni-
ties for the course to be 
taught in schools.
The bill calls for the 

Pennsylvania Game 
Commission to devel-
op an age-appropriate 
Hunter-Trapper Edu-
cation (HTE) Program, 
including firearm safety 
instruction, for students 
in grades 6-12. Schools 
could opt to incorporate 
this as an extracurricu-
lar class, or as part of 
an existing course for 
the purpose of outdoor 
recreation activity. Re-
sponsibility for this task 
will reside solely with 
the Game Commission, 
as to not add any bur-
den to the Department 
of Education.
“Students are our fu-

ture, and they represent 
the next generation of 
Pennsylvania hunt-
ers,” said Pennsylvania 
Game Commission Ex-
ecutive Director Steve 
Smith. “The reality 
is, kids have so many 
things competing for 
their time and attention. 
The Game Commission 
applauds Chairwoman 
Kulik, and this legis-
lative effort to provide 
hunter education in 
schools because it’s a 
great way to expose 
more students to the 
lessons of wildlife con-

servation and potential-
ly pique their interest in 
wanting to participate 
in hunting themselves.”
Under state law, all 

new hunters must suc-
cessfully complete the 
Game Commission’s 
basic HTE course be-
fore obtaining a hunting 
license. Students who 
would take the course in 
school would be eligi-
ble to purchase a license 
after they successfully 
complete the course in 
school.
“I believe that it is im-

perative that hunter and 
trapper education be 
provided in our schools, 
to help ensure that cur-
rent and future genera-
tions have an opportuni-
ty to learn safe hunting 
and trapping practices,” 
said Rep. Kulik. “This 
is especially important 
for our youth, who are 
interested, but may not 
otherwise have an op-
portunity.”
Throughout the course, 

students are taught the 
ethics of responsible 

hunting behavior, ba-
sic firearms safety, ba-
sic shooting skills, ba-
sic firearm and archery 
hunting techniques, 
wildlife management, 
outdoor preparedness, 
and the basics of fur-tak-
ing (trapping). Firearms 
and ammunition would 
not be brought into a 
school building as part 
of the instruction.
“The Congressional 

Sportsmen’s Foundation 
(CSF) applauds Rep. 
Kulik, a member of the 
bipartisan Pennsylvania 
Legislative Sportsmen's 
Caucus for her work on 
this bill,” said Kaleigh 
Leager, Congressional 
Sportsmen’s Founda-
tion Mid-Atlantic States 
Manager. “Bringing 
hunter education cours-
es to schools is one of 
CSF’s top priorities, as 
it is key to the Recruit-
ment, Retention, and 
Reactivation (R3) of 
sportsmen and wom-
en, which in turn drives 
essential conservation 
funding. These pro-

grams will also improve 
the general conservation 
literacy of today's youth, 
including imparting 
upon them a greater un-
derstanding of hunting's 
role in conservation, re-
gardless of whether they 
decide to become hunt-
ers themselves. CSF 
looks forward to con-
tinuing to support this 
critical effort alongside 
the Pennsylvania Leg-
islative Sportsmen's 
Caucus throughout the 
remainder of the legis-
lative session.”
Pennsylvania isn’t the 

only state looking to 
make Hunter-Trapper 
Education opportuni-
ties more accessible 
in our  schools through 
legislation.  According 
to the Congressional 
Sportsmen’s Foun-
dation, Pennsylvania 
would be joining sever-
al other states including 
Colorado, Louisiana, 
Michigan, West Virgin-
ia, Illinois, Tennessee, 
New Mexico, and most 
recently Georgia, whose 
Governor signed similar 
legislation into law on 
May 5, 2026.
Visit www.legis.state.

pa.us for updates on 
HB 2460 throughout the 
2025-26 legislative ses-
sion. Visit the PGC web-
site to register for Hunt-
er-Trapper Education 
or to learn more about 
hunting and wildlife in 
Pennsylvania.
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Hello, fellow readers,
    Many will cherish 

memories of how they 
celebrated the 250th 
birthday of the Unit-
ed States of America. 
Well, I have a special 
story to share.
     I’ve had a new flag 

waiting in the house for 
a few years. Not be-
cause I didn’t want to 
fly it. Quite the oppo-
site. The problem was 
the flagpole. Or more 
specifically, the plan for 
the flagpole.
     “We need to paint 

it first.”
     But it never got 

done.
     We had passed 

along the faded, worn 
flag to our local Boy 
Scout group that con-
ducts honorable flag 
retirement ceremonies. 
Since then, the empty 
pole has bothered me.
     With no plans oth-

er than gardening, I 
figured the weathered 
white paint was fine. 
Why should a flag have 
to wait for perfection? 
So, on the Fourth of 
July, now just Jolee and 
me, I decided it was 
time to fly the flag.
     Seems simple, 

right? But what should 
have taken fifteen min-
utes turned into a puz-
zle involving a mystery 
knot, an odd old clip I 
couldn’t figure out, and 
weathered rope that re-
minded me of years ago 
when I was a flounder-
ing deckhand on a sail-
boat.
     At one point, I found 

myself standing among 
the Joe-Pye Weed be-
low Old Glory, already 
chest-high in the gar-
den, studying the exist-
ing knot. I concluded it 
was likely a repair from 
years ago. 
     Somewhere between 

untangling the rope and 
repositioning the new 
clips that secured the 
flag, I started laughing. 
Then I began singing 
God Bless America. I 
mean, I belted it out like 
I once did at the Foot-
bridge Park Fourth of 
July opening ceremony 
years ago.
     There I was, alone 

in the yard—well, not 
alone. I had my faithful 
four paws by my side—
singing to a flagpole 
while hoisting a flag.

Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary?

Mary E. Stone
Stone Associates

Landscape Design
& Consulting,
Blairstown, NJ

GRAY’S RECYCLING

908-475-3797 Gray’s Recycling Mulch

MULCH  •  TOP SOIL  •  STONE  • DYED MULCH
Pick Up Or Delivered To Your Location

MULCH AVAILABLE STONE AVAILABLE
Hardwood, Dyed, Black, Brown, Red, 

& Cedar Mulches, Topsoil,
 Clean Fill, & Wood Chips

We Now Sell Mushroom Soil!

Dumping for Brush, Logs, Wood Chips, & Bales of Straw!

River Stone: 3/8”, 3/4”, 1” to 3”
Red Stone  3/4”

ALSO AVAILABLE:
3/4” Gravel, 3/8” Crushed 

Gravel, QP Stone, & Stone Dust
WE ACCEPT YARD DEBRIS We Also Offer

Heavy & Light
Land Clearing

CASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDCASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Summer Hours:
Open Mon-Fri: 7am-4pm

Saturday: 7am-Noon
Closed Sundays!

Summer Hours:
Open Mon-Fri: 7am-4pm

Saturday: 7am-Noon
Closed Sundays!

Commercial & Residential Sales!

TODD’S
AUTO BODY

610-588-4633
1025 Mt. Bethel Hwy.

Rt. 512, Mt. Bethel, PA

Hours: Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm

toddsauto@carcarepa.com
 We work with all insurance companies!

     The first try, it be-
came pinned to the pole 
behind the rope. Maybe 
the clips were too close 
together, creating a gap. 
Maybe there wasn’t 
enough wind. Down 
she came. I adjusted the 
clips and tried again.
     Eventually, the flag 

flew. Not perfectly. Not 

quite all the way to 
the top. The old knot 
stopped it a foot or two 
short.
     I wanted to keep 

going. Surely there 
was a way to replace 
the rope, or rework the 
knot, and raise the flag 
those last few inches. 
Instead, I stepped back 

and watched.
     The flag, flying 

against a brilliant blue 
sky, began to wave in 
the gentle breeze. And 
I realized how often we 
postpone things while 
waiting for perfect con-
ditions, when there are 
no more knots. 
     We do it in the gar-

den. We wait for the 
perfect weather, the 
perfect plan, and the 
perfect timing before 
planting or pruning. 
Sometimes that’s war-
ranted. But perfection 
rarely comes. 
     We do it in life, too. 

We tell ourselves we’ll 
start after one more 
thing or after situations 
improve. After we feel 
more confident. 
     Yet nature doesn’t 

wait for perfect condi-
tions.
     Trees leafed out, 

and perennials emerged 
despite our oddly dry, 
chilly spring. My dear 
friend and design col-
league, Marty Carson’s 
Dove Tree, didn’t stop 
being beautiful, though 
it didn’t flower this year 
at her celebration of 
life. 
     Plants grow forward 

anyway. That’s why 
gardens and Mother Na-
ture are such wonderful 
teachers.
     The flag flew. Not 

all the way to the top. 
But it flew.
     It comforted me.
     It’s not about per-

fection, but progress. 
Not waiting for every-
thing to be just right, 
but moving forward 
anyway.
     As we celebrate 

our nation’s birthday, 
may we never take for 
granted the freedoms 
we enjoy, the beauty of 
our country, and the op-
portunities we have to 
shape its future. 
     While everything in 

our world is not perfect, 
it is up to each of us to 
keep moving forward—
with kindness, appreci-
ation for our differenc-
es, and recognition of 
what we share. We all 
want the same things: 
to love and be loved, to 
support those we care 
about, to find purpose, 
and to feel a sense of 
belonging and peace.
     Garden Dilemmas? 

AskMaryStone.com or 
tune in on your favorite 
podcast app.
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64 Rt. 46 Delaware, NJ • 908-475-0060 • 610-888-6613

Hunter’s Lodge Restaurant & MotelHunter’s Lodge Restaurant & MotelHunter’s Lodge Restaurant & Motel

Serving BreakfastServing Breakfast
at 11amat 11am

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Martini Monday!Martini Monday!
$5 Wells$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!Taco Tuesday!
$7.99$7.99

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

SteamedSteamed
ClamsClams

Steamed
Clams

Call 610-888-6613 For Motel Rooms!

64 Rt. 46, Columbia, NJ  •  908-475-0060 •  We Are Open 11am-11pm  •  7 Days a Week  

Motel Rooms Rates: $110/Night; $600/Week;  $1,200/Mo.
Includes: A/C & Heat, WiFi, Dish Network, Trash, Parking, Small Fridge & Microwave.

Try OurTry Our

LegendaryLegendary

Steaks!Steaks!
Try Our

Legendary

Steaks!

Like Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJ

Governor Sherrill Continues Comprehensive State Response to Severe Weather in New Jersey
Governor Mikie Sher-

rill released the follow-
ing statement on the 
State’s response to con-
tinued severe weather:  
“The New Jersey Of-

fice of Emergency 
Management (NJO-
EM) continues to be 
activated and assisting 
communities across 
the state with severe 
weather conditions, in-
cluding those impacted 
by today’s substantial 
flooding. During the 
last few days, I have 
been in direct contact 
with mayors, as well as 
our utility companies, 
transit officials, and our 
emergency respond-
ers to ensure a closely 
coordinated response. 
I’m grateful to all of 
our public servants 
who have been work-
ing around the clock to 
keep people safe. Our 
communities have been 
hit hard, and we will 
continue to help them 
recover,” said Governor 

Mikie Sherrill.  
The State Emergen-

cy Operations Center, 
which was activated 
under the direction of 
Governor Sherrill and 
Acting New Jersey State 
Police Superintendent 
and Acting State Direc-
tor of Emergency Man-
agement Jeanne Henge-
muhle, remained fully 
operational throughout 
the response. Having 
the State Emergency 
Operations Center al-
ready activated allowed 
for a seamless transi-
tion into storm response 
while simultaneously 
supporting the exten-
sive public safety, se-
curity, and coordination 
efforts associated with 
FIFA World Cup activi-
ties across New Jersey. 
NJOEM has maintained 
daily coordination with 
all 21 counties to sup-
port response and re-
covery operations.  
Due to the widespread 

damage, NJOEM has 

opened its Damage As-
sessment Portal to facil-
itate documentation of 
storm-related impacts 
for potential federal re-
sources.  
New Jersey Depart-

ment of Transportation 
has opened its emer-
gency operations cen-
ter, and crews have 
been working across the 
State and are respond-
ing today to flooding, 

downed trees, and other 
weather-related impacts 
on the state highways, 
working closely with 
emergency management 
partners. Motorists 
are encouraged to use 
caution, avoid flooded 
roads, and report con-
ditions to their local po-
lice department.   
The New Jersey 

Board of Public Utili-
ties (BPU) continues to 

work with utility com-
panies to restore power 
lost during the storms, 
overseeing the resto-
rations in the range of 
500,000 outages, with 
about 50,000 outages 
still in progress. The 
Sherrill Administration 
facilitated mutual aid 
teams from Canada and 
other states into New 
Jersey to support resto-
ration efforts. 

The NJ TRANSIT 
rail system sustained 
significant damage to 
infrastructure across 
multiple rail lines af-
ter this past week's re-
cord-breaking tempera-
tures and consecutive 
evenings of severe thun-
derstorms and heavy 
winds that toppled more 
than 50 trees on tracks 
and overhead wires. NJ 
TRANSIT crews have 
been working around-
the-clock to restore ser-
vice across the system 
as quickly as possible. 
Despite the significant 
damage, NJ TRANSIT 
had service restored 
on all rail lines for this 
morning's commute, ex-
cept for the Gladstone 
Branch, a portion of the 
Morris & Essex Lines, 
and a few stations at the 
western-most end of the 
RVL where buses were 
provided. Later today, 
NJ TRANSIT will be 
sharing an update on 
service for Tuesday.
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Commercial
Lawn Mowing & Mulching

TREE SERVICE, Inc.

garyeagle.com

Congressman Tom 
Kean, Jr. (NJ-07) sent a 
letter to the Presidents 
of PSE&G and JCP&L 
demanding answers re-
garding the prolonged 
power outages that oc-
curred over the week-
end across New Jersey.
In his letter, Congress-

man Kean called for 
the power companies to 
explain why the power 
restoration has taken 
so long, what prepara-
tions were made in ad-
vance of the heat wave 
and severe weather, and 
how they plan to miti-
gate the effects of these 
events in the future.
Due to severe thun-

derstorms over the 
weekend, trees and 
branches fell, flood 
warnings were issued, 
temperatures exceed-
ed 100 degrees, and 
widespread power out-
ages occurred, creating 
dangerous situations 
for many families and 
businesses. The con-
sequences of the heat 

wave and storms caused 
29 fatalities.
Congressman Kean 

wrote, “New Jerseyans 
are shouldering an in-
creasingly unsustain-
able financial burden 
from rising electric 
costs - facing a near-
ly 79% increase over 
the last 20 years with 
a 16.9% increase be-
tween 2024 and 2025 
alone - yet New Jer-
sey’s power grid con-
tinues to fail misera-
bly. The people of New 
Jersey deserve reliable 
power at affordable 
prices. On behalf of the 
thousands who endured 
lengthy outages, I ask 
that you immediately 
take action to remedy 
these failures.” 
As a member of the 

Energy and Commerce 
Committee, Congress-
man Kean has support-
ed legislation like the 
GRID Power Act, which 
would help maintain 
grid reliability during 
capacity shortages and 

expand availability of 
dependable, always-on 
power for New Jer-
sey households. With 
eight NJ power plants 
closing over the past 
decade, Congressman 
Kean believes that it is 
critical to give greater 
flexibility to prioritize 
the most reliable en-
ergy projects so New 
Jersey businesses and 
households can access 
affordable, dependable, 
and resilient energy. 
The Letter Stated:
Dear PSE&G Pres-

ident Hanemann and 
JCP&L President 
Mokoid:
I am writing on behalf 

of the constituents of 
New Jersey’s 7th Con-
gressional District, and 
all New Jersey families 
and businesses harmed 
by the widespread and 
prolonged power outag-
es, to demand answers.
During this period of 

extreme heat and severe 
thunderstorms, many of 
my constituents have 
been or are without 
power for extended 
durations, beginning 
as early as Thursday, 
July 2nd and continu-
ing through Tuesday, 
July 7th. Public report-
ing indicates that pow-
er may not be restored 
until Wednesday, July 
8th or Thursday, July 
9th. Families - includ-
ing seniors, the ill, and 

Kean Demands Answers Regarding Prolonged Power Outages in New Jersey

those with small chil-
dren - were without air 
conditioning for days 
in deadly heat, with 
temperatures reach-
ing over 100 degrees. 
Food spoiled, medical 
equipment failed, and 
businesses were forced 
to close during the hol-
iday weekend. These 
outages are wreaking 
havoc on public health 
and safety. Tragically, 
this crisis caused 29 fa-
talities across the state 
amid the heat wave and 
storms.    
Since Thursday, I have 

received numerous calls 
from constituents in ru-
ral areas, where power 
outages instantly halt-
ed their water supply. 
Thousands have been 
unable to access drink-
ing water from their 
faucets, cook, bathe, 
etc. in the scorching 

heat, all while being un-
able to leave their hous-
es due to the danger 
of flood warnings and 
falling trees. Addition-
ally, for the majority of 
New Jerseyans without 
landlines, the inability 
to charge their devic-
es or access the inter-
net completely isolates 
them from communi-
cating with the outside 
world or report their 
own outages. This was 
unacceptable in 2012 
after Hurricane Sandy 
and is even more unac-
ceptable now. In light 
of this, I request that 
you provide answers 
to the following ques-
tions:
In detail, please ex-

plain exactly what went 
wrong.
Why is restoration 

taking as long as it is in 
certain areas?

What, if any, warn-
ings or preparations did 
your companies make 
in advance of the fore-
casted storms and heat?
What steps have 

JCP&L and PSE&G 
previously taken to 
strengthen the grid’s 
resilience against ex-
treme weather events, 
and what steps will 
they take moving for-
ward to prevent similar 
outages?
What communication 

and cooperation did you 
receive from New Jer-
sey government agen-
cies and leadership to 
prepare for and respond 
to this crisis?
New Jerseyans are 

shouldering an increas-
ingly unsustainable fi-
nancial burden from ris-
ing electric costs - facing 
a nearly 79% increase 
over the last 20 years 
with a 16.9% increase 
between 2024 and 2025 
alone - yet New Jersey’s 
power grid continues 
to fail miserably. The 
people of New Jersey 
deserve reliable power 
at affordable prices. On 
behalf of the thousands 
who endured lengthy 
outages, I ask that you 
immediately take ac-
tion to remedy these 
failures.         
Thank you for your 

attention to this criti-
cal matter. I look for-
ward to your prompt 
response.
Sincerely,
Thomas Kean, Jr.
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Blairstown's Fourth - 4th of July Celebration

Photos by Bob Halberstadt/The Free Weekly PressPhotos by Bob Halberstadt/The Free Weekly Press
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Local Business Directory
Promote your business in our local Business Directory for

ONLY $228 for 12 Weeks! Thats Only $19/Week 

CARPET CLEANING

TREE WORK

Jim’s Tree
 Service

610-588-5761
908-763-5709

1-800-793-0465

40 Years In Business!

GOUCHERTREESERVICE.COM

610-588-5761
908-763-5709

1-800-793-0465

 NJ License: NJTC 784049 

Professional Tree Care
Stump Grinding 

Articulating Tractor
Removes Grindings 

Both Fit Through a 36in Gate 

Jim Goucher, Jr. &  Karen Goucher

40 Years In Business!

Call Us at  484-988-0969 or 
Email us at: thepressads@gmail.com 

for more details Today!

Gardens Need TLC?

The Bangor Women's Club Bake Sale at Capitol Ace Hardware on May 23rd was again a suc-
cess thanks to the generosity of our neighbors.  Money raised allowed us to again present 
a $1000 scholarship to a deserving Bangor Area High School Senior.  This year's recipient, 
Summer Jolly, will pursue a nursing degree, and we wish her all the very best. Our January 
Arts & Literature Contest first place winners were entered into the State level Literature 
Contest.  In May we received the GFWCPA contest results...Category 4 (gr. 9-12)  Short Sto-
ry  1st place:   Emma Confalone's "Clocks" (Bangor Area High School); Poetry  1st place:  
En-Ai John's "Proof" (Faith Christian); Category 3 (gr. 6-8); Short Story  2nd place:  Brielle 
Cecchini's "Gingerbread Thief"  (Faith Christian); Poetry  2nd place:  Nadya Calder's "I Wan-
na Fit In"   (Faith Christian); Category 2 (gr. 3-5); Short Story  3rd place:  Matthew Aulisio's 
"The Unbeatable Escape Room"  (De Franco); Poetry  2nd place:  Matthew Aulisio's "Yellow-
stone"  (De Franco). Congratulations to our talented youth!  In support of our local library, 
our Bangor Women's Club's Yvonne Humphreys presented Director Kathleen Lynch with 
a $1000 check.  And at our June luncheon the new officers were installed:  Dottie Sawyer 
President, Heidi Bates Vice President, Bonnie Due Secretary, and Cindy Strunk Treasurer.  
We invite folks to sign up for our Autumn Card/Game Party scheduled for Thursday, October 
29th from 1-4PM at Stone Church's Trinity United Church of Christ.  Call Heidi (610-599-8815) 
to reserve a table.  Have a great summer! (Courtesy Heidi Bates)

Updates From The Bangor Women's Club Brown Pushes for Statewide 
Data Center Moratorium

Earlier this week 
during a Senate Local 
Government Commit-
tee meeting, I offered 
an amendment to es-
tablish a three-year 
statewide moratorium 
on data center develop-
ment to give Pennsyl-
vania the time needed 
to develop meaningful, 
enforceable protections 
for our communities. 
My amendment sought 
to replace Senate Bill 
1345 with the language 
of Senate Bill 1359, 
which would establish 
this three-year state-
wide moratorium.
While I am disappoint-

ed my amendment was 
not adopted, I voted to 
support advancing Sen-
ate Bill 1345 and House 
Bill 2496  as they pro-
vide municipalities 
with additional tools 
to address data center 
proposals. However, I 
remain concerned that 
these measures simply 
do not go far enough.
With more than 50 pro-

posed data center proj-
ects across Pennsylva-
nia – including more 
than a dozen in the 40th 

Senatorial District – I 
will continue fighting 
for stronger statewide 
protections that put res-
idents first, safeguard 
our communities, and 
ensure any growth oc-
curs responsibly.
Please take the 

time to read my full 
press release on this 
matter at: https://
s e n a t o r b r o w n 4 0 .
c o m / 2 0 2 6 / 0 6 / 3 0 /
s e n a t e - c o m m i t t e e -
v o t e s - o n - b r o w n s -
statewide-data-center 
-moratorium-amend-
ment/



July 9, 2026 Page 15The Free Weekly Press

Make Checks Payable to: The Free Weekly Press, LLC

Ads with
Photos!

$20

CLASSIFIED ADS CAN BE SUBMITTED VIA EMAIL TO: THEPRESSADS@GMAIL.COM OR BY 
MAIL TO: THE FREE WEEKLY PRESS, PO BOX 606, BANGOR, PA 18013

All Classified ads are $15 per week, per inch, with the exception of Yard 
Sale ads, which are $5. There is no charge for items being listed as 

FREE. Please specify the category in which you would like you ad to 
appear (ex: Help Wanted, Real Estate, Rentals, Vehicle...Etc.) 

Please specify which size ad, and how many weeks you wish to run. 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.

Siding, Roofer, and 
Window Installer.
Experienced only.

Must have drivers li
cense.  Work available 

immediately. Call 
Comunale Construction 
at 610-588-6715 TS

CDL DRIVERS 
& LABORERS 

WANTED
Henry Yeska & 

Son Septic 
Service Is Now 

Hiring CDL 
Drivers Class

 A & B and 
 Laborers. Full 

Time & Part Time 
positions available. 

Experience
preferred but not 

required. Will 
train on the job. 

Please call 
the office at 

610-759-3290

Part Time Tree Helper 
Wanted! Must Have 

Valid DL. Call 
610-588-1034

Help Wanted
Must Have Taken 
CDL Endorsment 

Class A or B
Benefits Offered
& Vacation Time
Apply by Calling

610-759-3290

PA & NJ Roof-
ing, Siding, & 

Pella Windows. 
Free Estimates, 

Licesnsed & 
Insured. PA: 

610-716-0533, 
PA199715. 

NJ: 908-531-2486,
NJ13VHO0857300

Roofing, Siding 
& Windows

NOW HIRING
 SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

CDL Class B
P & S Endorsments

Will Train.
Call 973-383-2786

stockerbus@gmail.com

Did You Know...Our Most Recent 
Editions Are Just A Click Away!

Follow Us Online at
thepressnewsonline.com

and on Facebook!

Position for oil 
burner service 

tech! Must have 
experience in oil 
burner cleanings, 
service, and air 
conditioning.
Blairstown &

 Belvidere areas. 
Call: 908-362-8910

Pen Argyl Area School DistrictPen Argyl Area School District
EMERGENCY SUBSTITUTE EMERGENCY SUBSTITUTE 

TEACHER PROGRAMTEACHER PROGRAM
Training Session on July 13, 2026 Training Session on July 13, 2026 

from 10am to 12pm. from 10am to 12pm. 
No teaching credentials required - only No teaching credentials required - only 
a Bachelor’s Degree. If you are inter-a Bachelor’s Degree. If you are inter-
ested in being a substitute teacher in ested in being a substitute teacher in 

the Pen Argyl Area School District, the Pen Argyl Area School District, 
contact Mrs. Kim Farnack at farnack.contact Mrs. Kim Farnack at farnack.
kim@penargylsd.org or 610-863-3191 kim@penargylsd.org or 610-863-3191 

ext. 11313 to learn more about the  ext. 11313 to learn more about the  
program and training opportunity.program and training opportunity.

RSVP by July 8, 2026.RSVP by July 8, 2026.

For Sale
 Kitchen or  

Dinette Set. 60’ 
x 84’ Glass Ta-
ble with six (6) 
chairs. In Very 

Good Condition!
Please Call:

 908-750-4077

For SaleBus Person
Wanted!

Mt. Bethel
Diner, 

Apply In
Person.

2600 North
Delaware Dr.,

Mt. Bethel

106 Rt. 94, Blairstown, NJ

OFFICE SUITE 
WITH PRIVATE 
BATHROOM.
 2ND FLOOR,

INCLUDES HEAT 
AND ELECTRIC. IN 

UPPER MT. BETHEL, 
$575/MO. CALL:

570-977-7495 FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT

Rentals
Community Wide 

Yard Sales:
SAVE THE DATE!

Plainfield 
Township

July 10th -12th. 

Roseto:
 July 31st -
Aug. 2nd

Yard Sale
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