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A Toast To Mom This Mother’s Day
Join Us Sunday, May 10th - Because All Moms Deserve To Feel Special ! 

Buck Hill Brewery and Restaurant | 45 State Rt. 94, Blairstown, NJ
Call for Reservations: 908-854-5300

North Warren took on Parsippany High 
School in softball on April 22nd. North War-
ren won, 7 to 3. During the game, Riley Gran-
din, pictured above, got her 200th strikeout. 
Congratulations Riley! Photo by Dale Young/
The Free Weekly Press

Riley Grandin Celebrates 
Her 200th Strike Out for 
North Warren In Game 

Against Parsippany

Pen Argyl Honor's Senior Ashlyn Oessenick 
During Their Game Against Wilson

Pen Argyl went head to head against Wilson High School During 
their Senior Night Softball game on April 21st. The Lady Green 
Knights  won, 15 to 3. Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Parks, Recreation and History Volunteers 
Honored as Warren County, NJ, Celebrates 

Volunteer Month
Warren County hon-

ored its parks, history, 
and recreation vol-
unteers as the War-
ren County Board of 
County Commission-
ers presented the 2026 
Outstanding Volunteer 
Award to Irene Howell 
during a reception held 

at the Richard D. Gard-
ner Branch of the War-
ren County Library.
“Our county would not 

be what it is without the 
expertise, advice, and 
hard work of so many 
volunteers,” Commis-
sioner Director Lori 
Ciesla said, adding, 

“That is why recogniz-
ing these dedicated in-
dividuals is so import-
ant.”
Director Ciesla and 

Commissioner James 
R. Kern III were at the 
reception to personally 
V O L U N T E E R 
Cont'd on pg 2 

The #1 Fashion School in America, Fashion Institute of Technology in NYC, recently held one of their yearly student 
exhibit last week. They also have one scheduled for May. This is a great resource opportunity for any high school 
students who may be interested in Fashion Design, Fashion Marketing and branding.

Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT), NYC, Showcases Beautiful Designs 
By Students
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Call Us 484-988-0969

State Senator Lisa M. 
Boscola announced that 
Northampton Commu-
nity College and Lehigh 
Carbon Community Col-
lege have been awarded 
a total of $1,401,907 in 
grant funding for their 
respective dual credit 
programs, which allow 
high school students to 
take college courses and 
earn both college and 
high school credit.
 “State funding for dual 

enrollment initiatives at 
our region’s communi-

ty colleges is a prudent 
investment to improve 
educational opportuni-
ties and achievement 
that allows students to 
better prepare for enter-
ing college and pursu-
ing successful careers,” 
Boscola stated.  “Dual 
credit programs provide 
high school students the 
opportunity to experi-
ence college life before 
full-time enrollment and 
also makes college more 
affordable through the 
credits earned towards 

their degrees.” 
Lehigh Carbon Com-

munity College was 
awarded $1 million and 
Northampton Communi-
ty College was awarded 
$401,907 for their dual 
credit programs.  State-
wide, the Pennsylvania 
Department of Educa-
tion awarded $7 million 
in grants to 10 institu-
tions of higher education 
for dual-credit programs 
through the Common-
wealth’s Dual Credit In-
novation Grant Program.

Boscola Announces $1,401,907 in Funding 
for Dual Credit Programs at Lehigh Valley 

Community Colleges Northampton County 
recognized 11 extraordi-
nary individuals and one 
outstanding community 
group at the annual Out-
standing Senior Awards 
Ceremony on Thursday, 
April 23, 2026, at the 
Charles Chrin Commu-
nity Center in Palmer 
Township. This annu-
al celebration honors 
senior citizens whose 
leadership, service, and 
dedication have sig-
nificantly elevated the 
Northampton County 
community.
“These individuals 

make a significant dif-
ference every day in 
our communities,” said 
County Executive Tara 
M. Zrinski. “Their ef-
forts have reached every 
corner of this county—
from mentoring young 
adults to cooking for 
dozens of people, from 
assisting Habitat for Hu-
manity with homes, to 
supporting the mental 
health of our community 
members.”
This year's Outstanding 

Senior Award honorees 
are:
-Attorney William 

Agnew (Nazareth Bor-
ough)—He has led the 
effort to "keep Bush-
kill Township rural" by 
preserving its character 
against a proposed sew-
er line.
- Mark Atwood (Lower 

Nazareth)—He has ded-
icated his life to "pay-
ing it forward" through 
extensive service to his 
church and community, 
impacting many through 
his compassion and acts 
of kindness.

- Breaking Bread 
Kitchen Crusaders (Ban-
gor)—Since 2013, The 
(BBK) has been a quiet 
but powerful force of 
care in Bangor, serving 
over 200 meals monthly 
with amazing dedication 
and compassion.
- Frank Chisesi (Beth-

lehem Township)—He 
has dedicated himself to 
extensive volunteer ser-
vice, leadership in his 
church and communi-
ty, and a 32 year career 
in the fire department, 
serving 12 years as 
Chief.
- John Diacogiannis 

(Hanover Township)—
His decades of dedicated 
service have profoundly 
shaped Hanover Town-
ship and the Lehigh 
Valley through responsi-
ble development, fiscal 
stability, and enhanced 
public safety.
- Donald Eckhart 

(Walnutport)—He has 
profoundly impacted 
his community through 
decades of dedicated 
teaching, environmental 
stewardship, and active 
volunteerism.
- Richard Elterich 

(Bethlehem)—He lever-
ages his professional 
expertise and compas-
sionate spirit to anchor 
his community through 
decades of dedicated 
volunteer service.
- Mary Ellen Ernie 

(Bushkill Township)—
She is a pillar of her 
community, consistently 
dedicating her time and 
effort to serve others 
through her church and 
various volunteer roles.
- Reverend Keven Fet-

terhoff (Cherryville)—
He leads with compas-
sion, providing essential 
aid and support services 
to families in need 
through his church ini-
tiatives.
- Janice Frits (Easton)—

She has consistently 
demonstrated a deep 
commitment to service, 
actively contributing her 
time and recourses to her 
church and numerous 
community organiza-
tions since 2006.
- Mary Neher (Heller-

town)—She is recog-
nized for her extensive 
volunteer work and com-
passionate service across 
her community and in 
her personal life, notably 
providing in-home care 
for the elderly and lead-
ing local organizations.
- Barbara Sandbrook 

(Nazareth)—A for-
mal nurse, continues to 
dedicate herself to her 
community by leading 
volunteer groups, sup-
porting literacy initia-
tives, and aiding those 
in need.
The event celebrated 

the vital roles senior cit-
izens play in building 
stronger, more compas-
sionate communities. 
Each honoree's story 
reflects years, often de-
cades of tireless, often 
unsung effort.
For more information 

on the Outstanding Se-
nior Awards of senior 
services in Northamp-
ton County, please con-
tact the Northampton 
County Area Agency on 
Aging at 610-829-4540. 
Photos available upon 
request.

Northampton County Celebrates the 2026 
Outstanding Senior Award Honorees

Did You Know...Our Most Recent Editions 
Are Just A Click Away! Follow Us Online 

at: thepressnewsonline.com
and on Facebook!
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New to the Bangor
 Public Library

Adult Fiction:
Hope Rises by David Baldacci; Last One Out: A Novel by Jane 
Harper; The Auction by Sadie Kincaid; Go Gentle: A Novel by 

Maria Semple

Adult Non Fiction: 
Ghosts of Sicily: The True Story of the Naval Intelligence 
Agents Who Courted the mob to Fight Nazis in American and 

the Battlefields of Italy by Mark Harmon

 Easy Fiction: 
Raising Ruth by Deborah Niemoczynski

Young Adult Fiction:
Piper at the Gates of Dust by Patrick Ness; The Thorn Queen 

by Sasha Peyton Smith

 Young Adult Non Fiction:
Banned Together: Our Fight for Readers’ Rights; Ban This!: 
How One School Fought Two Book Bans and Won ( And How 
You Can Too) by Christina Ellis; From a Whisper to a Rallying 
Cry: The Killing of Vincent Chin and the Trial that Galvanized 
the Asian American Movement by Paula Yoo; Black Birds in the 
Sky: The Story and Legacy of the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre by 
Brandy Colbert; What are My Rights?: Q&A About Teens and 
the Law by Thomas A. Jacobs; The Military history Book; Boot-
leg: Murder, Moonshine, and the Lawless Years of Prohibition 
by Karen Blumenthal; The 21: The True Story of the Youth Who 
Sued the U.S. Government Over Climate Change by Elizabeth 
Rusch; Accountable: The True Story of a Racist Social Media 
Account and the Teenagers Whose Lives it Changed by Dash-
ka Slater; The Real Rosalind: The Truth about Rosalind Frank-
lin’s DNA Discovery and How it was Erased by Debbie Loren 
Dunn; The Biology Book; The Ecology Book; Symphony for 
the City of the Dead Dimitri Shostakovich and the Siege of Len-
ingrad by M. T. Anderson; The Classical Music Book; Game 
Changers: Inspirational Sports Stories: An Empowering Play-
book for Teens to Build Resilience, Crush Goals and Cultivate 
Exceptional Character by Dan Gold; Charles and Emma: The 
Darwins’ Leap of Faith by Deborah Heiligman; Follow the Wa-
ter; The Unbelievable True Story of a Teenager’s Survival in the 
Amazon by Ellen Cochrane; The Boys Who Challenged Hitler: 
Knud Pedersen and the Churchill Club by Phillip Hoose; Amer-
ica Redux: Visual Stories from our Dynamic History by Ariel 
Aberg-Riger; Hanged!: Mary Surratt & the Plot to Assassinate 
Abraham Lincoln by Sarah Miller; Flesh and Blood So Cheap: 

The Triangle Fire and its Legacy by Albert Marrin

Blue Mountain Community Library News for Early May:
The library is located at 216 S. Robinson Ave. in Pen Argyl.  Open hours

are Monday-Saturday 10am-12pm and Monday and Thursday 6-8pm.
Questions? Call 610-863-3029 or email info@bmcl.org.

The BMCL plans to install a stairlift with grant funding awarded from
the "Libraries Transforming Communities:  Accessible Small and Rural

Communities," an American Library Association (ALA) initiative that
provides community engagement and accessibility resources to small 

and rural libraries to help them better serve people with disabilities. 
As part of the grant, the library will host open conversations with

residents about its proposed use of the grant funds on Wednesday, 
May 6th at 10:30am and Thursday, May 7th at 7:00pm at the library. The 
public is encouraged to attend either session and offer their feedback.

Light refreshments will be served.

Our new mascot's name will be announced very soon; in-person voting 
ends April 30.  "Mr. Fish" will be happy to finally have a name!

Try the new May scavenger hunt for children, with lots of new prizes in
the prize basket.

The library's silent auction ends May 6.  We have 20+ great items - many
suitable for Mother's Day gifts! See the full list at:

www.bmcl.org/support. 
Library membership is not required to bid.

The library will discuss "Goodnight from Paris" by Jane Healey on
Tuesday, May 12 at 6:30pm.  Email info@bmcl.org to RSVP.

Now available:  the opportunity to honor, remember, or celebrate some-
one

special with a donation specifically toward library materials! 
See www.bmcl.org/support for more details.

New To The Circulating Collection:
Board Games:

Mad Gab
  Apples To Apples Junior

   Scattergories
 Perfection

Adult Fiction:
  Yesteryear (Caro Claire Burke)
  Her Last Breath (Taylor Adams)

Adult Nonfiction:
  London Falling (Patrick Radden Keefe)

  Emilio Pucci (Terence Ward And Idanna Pucci)
  Confronting Evil (Bill O'reilly)

 
 Large Print Fiction:

  The Bookstore Diaries (Susan Mallery)
The Final Storm (Fern Michaels)

Ya Fiction:
   Better Than The Movies (Lynn Painter)

  The Escape Game (Marissa Meyer And Tamara Moss)

Juvenile Fiction:
The Bad Guys (Aaron Blabey)

Juvenile Nonfiction:
Perfect Planets (John Farndon)

New to the Blue Mountain 
Community Library

 thank the group of vol-
unteers, present the Vol-
unteer Month Proclama-
tion that was passed on 
April 21, and to honor 
Howell as the Outstand-
ing Volunteer in the 
parks, recreation and 
history area.
A Washington Town-

ship resident, Howell 
has been an invaluable 
member of the Friends 

VOLUNTEER
Continued from page 1

of Shippen and an ac-
tive volunteer at Ship-
pen Manor Museum in 
Oxford for more than 20 
years. Since 2003 she 
has offered her research 
and knowledge to visi-
tors on local mining, in-
dustries, and the expan-
sive history of Shippen 
Manor, the circa 1754 
mansion that was home 
to the iron masters who 
ran Oxford Furnace.
All volunteers in at-

tendance also received 
a certificate of appreci-

ation from the County.
Volunteer Month aims 

to recognize and honor 
those volunteering and 
serving others in their 
communities while also 
raising awareness about 
the importance of vol-
unteerism to inspire 
more people to get in-
volved in service activ-
ities. Volunteer Month 
serves as a reminder of 
the power of collective 
action and the signif-
icant role that volun-
teers play in building 

Washington Township, Warren County resi-
dent Irene Howell (seated) receives the Out-
standing Volunteer Award from (pictured L to 
R) Department of Land Preservation Director 
Corey Tierney, Commissioner James R. Kern 
III, Commissioner Director Lori Ciesla, and 
Warren County Division of Cultural & Heri-
tage Affairs Assistant Administrator Gina 
Rosseland.
stronger, more resilient 
communities.
Warren County is for-

tunate to have many 
volunteers who tire-
lessly devote their time, 
skills, and resources to 
causes that benefit the 
greater good, embody-

ing the essence of civic 
responsibility and the 
spirit of service, enrich-
ing the lives of individ-
uals and our communi-
ties.
During Volunteer 

Month the Warren 
County Board of Coun-

ty Commissioners urg-
es all residents to take 
the time to thank and 
recognize those volun-
teers who help to make 
Warren County such a 
thriving community.

Advertising
Advertising

at your
at your

Finger tips!
Finger tips!

Get an Online 
Ad For as 

little as $25 
per week.

Contact Melissa  Contact Melissa  
for details at: for details at: 
thepressadsthepressads
@gmail.com@gmail.com
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610-863-6670 | 510 E. Main St., Pen Argyl

Dine-In   •   Take-Out   •   Delivery    •   Catering Available
(95¢ Delivery Fee)....Call for Delivery Range

 Monday-Thursday
2 Large Plain Pizza

$25.95*
Pick-Up or Delivery ONLY. Toppings Extra.

*Cannot combine with any 
other offers. Must present 

coupons. 

$5 OFF
$30*

RUFF-LY PURR-FECT
DOG GROOMING

RUFF-LY PURR-FECT
DOG GROOMING
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Looking To Hire Experienced Groomer - Apply Within

Over 35
 Years of

Experience

We Accept
Cash, Check
& Credit Card

Payments

Over 35
 Years of

Experience

We Accept
Cash, Check
& Credit Card

Payments

Laurie Taiber, Owner,  Certified Groomer Since 1990

April Showers,
Bring MUDDY Paws!

April Showers,
Bring MUDDY Paws!

Call To Schedule Your
Dogs Appointment Today

TREE WORK

Craig Wickett 

TRIMMING - REMOVAL - STORM DAMAGE - FIREWOOD
STUMP GRINDING - CHIPPING - WE DO SLATE REPAIRS!

Free Estimates | Fully Insured

CraigWickettTreeWork.com

For Fast Service, Call:
H: 610-599-6882
C: 610-442-2996

75ft
BUCKET

TRUCK
75ft

BUCKET
TRUCK

24 Hr. Emergency
Storm Damage Service

Call for Discount

Check Out A Live VideoFrom This Event on Our Facebook Page!

Pen Argyl (15) vs Wilson (3) Senior Night softball 

Ashlyn Oessenick with her parents, 
Todd & Sheri Oessenick
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Thursday & Friday 10-6, Saturday 8-2

Visit our     Facebook page and website www.speersmeats.com. 
You can place orders in person, or by phone!

610-863-3938

DIRECTIONS: From Bangor: Delabole Rd., Make Left onto Heimer Rd., and Right onto Gum Rd.
 From Wind Gap: 3rd St., make left onto Delabole Rd., Right onto Merwarth Rd., Left onto Gum Rd.

Warmer Weather Is On
The Horizon. Get Ready

To Fire Up Your Grill
With The BEST 
Cuts of Meat! 

Mother’s Day Ad Sale
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Ad Sale can be used on any type of ad, it does not need to be Mother’s Day Related.
Email thepressads@gmail.com or call 610-988-0969 for more details!

FREE Amplifit hearing test,
Only at Miracle-Ear.

Miracle Ear Miracle Ear Center
Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)

1619 N. Ninth Street, 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360

570-476-9949

1343 Blue Valley Drive, 
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-588-3383

Bangor (6) vs Southern Lehigh (7) Baseball

Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Check Out A Live VideoFrom This Event on Our Facebook Page!
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LOBB’S ROOFING & SIDINGLOBB’S ROOFING & SIDING
LOW COST ROOFING SYSTEMLOW COST ROOFING SYSTEM

Barry Lobb
Free Estimates

Barry Lobb
Free Estimates

P: 610-588-7452   C: 610-533-9454   F: 610-588-9192

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SLATE ∙ METAL ∙ SHINGLES
GOODYEAR RUBBER ROOFS

5” & 6” ALUMINUM
SEAMLESS GUTTERS

908-362-6341908-362-6341

TODD’S
AUTO BODY

610-588-4633
1025 Mt. Bethel Hwy.

Rt. 512, Mt. Bethel, PA

Hours: Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm

toddsauto@carcarepa.com
 We work with all insurance companies!

 In Northampton 
County, we are facing a 
nearly $400,000 reduc-
tion in our Area Agency 
on Aging (AAA) bud-
get due to state budget 
cuts. As a result, the 
County will be required 
to consolidate the se-
nior center network, 
and the Lower Nazareth 
Senior Center and the 
Northampton Senior 
Center will close as of 
June 30, 2026.
The reason for this 

funding gap is that the 
Commonwealth has 
eliminated a key reve-
nue generating function 
previously available to 
county Agencies on Ag-
ing: aging well “desk 
reviews.” Desk reviews 
are review and com-
parisons of data from 
Functional Eligibility 
Determination assess-
ments that Area Agen-
cy on Aging staff still 
complete to determine 
eligibility for long-

Two Northampton County Senior Centers 
Forced to Close Due to Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania Funding Gap
term care services, in 
home or in a nursing 
facility. In 2025 alone, 
Northampton County’s 
AAA completed 1,440 
of these reviews, gen-
erating $373,464 in 
revenue that directly 
supported services for 
local seniors. The loss 
of this function rep-
resents a loss of capac-
ity that will force diffi-
cult decisions.
Executive Zrinski ex-

pressed her dismay at 
this immediate and sig-
nificant funding gap—
which she says arrives 
at the exact moment 
when state leaders are 
expressing concern 
about oversight, perfor-
mance, and outcomes 
in elder protection.
“Across Northampton 

County, these centers 
are a lifeline for old-
er adults, providing 
not only meals, but 
connection, wellness 
support, and a place 
to engage with their 
community and live 
vibrant, healthy lives,” 
said County Executive 
Tara Zrinski.
Northampton Coun-

ty’s AAA serves thou-
sands of older adults 
each year. The profes-
sionals doing this work 
are navigating complex 

cases involving medi-
cal fragility, cognitive 
decline, isolation, and, 
at times, individuals 
who are unable or un-
willing to accept help. 
These are not simple 
interventions, and out-
comes are not always 
within an agency’s 
control.
“We must be hon-

est about the broader 
system in which these 
agencies operate” said 
Zrinski. “When fund-
ing is reduced at the 
scale we are experienc-
ing, the impact is not 
theoretical. It means 
fewer home visits, 
slower response times, 
reduced oversight, and 
fewer opportunities to 
intervene before situa-
tions escalate. It means 
a system that is be-
ing asked to do more 
with less—something 
that is true not only in 
Northampton County, 
but across many aging 
agencies in Pennsylva-
nia.”
For seniors now at-

tending the Lower Naz-
areth Senior Center and 
the Northampton Se-
nior Center, the County 
will make accommoda-
tions to help them at-
tend a neighboring Se-
nior Center.

Matthew Aberant was 
your typical 45-year-old 
competitive runner last 
September when the un-
thinkable happened.
What he described as a 

feeling of immense pres-
sure in his head followed 
by a headache led to his 
wife Laura rushing him 
to the St. Luke’s Ander-
son Campus Emergency 
Room. While en route, 
he became nauseous and 
started vomiting.
He was diagnosed with 

a subarachnoid hemor-
rhage stroke, a medical 
emergency identified by 
bleeding into a space be-
tween the brain and the 
tissue that covers it. Mat-
thew’s headache is what 
is known as a thunder-
clap headache, one that 
comes on suddenly and 
is so intense it is often 
described as the worst 
headache of a patient’s 
life.
After spending 12 days 

in the St. Luke’s Bethle-
hem Campus neuro-ICU 
with around-the-clock 

Best Foot Forward: After Stroke, Back to Run-
ning at St. Luke’s Half Marathon and 5K

care and two neurosurgi-
cal procedures, Matthew 
was thankfully able to 
continue his recovery at 
home. In the long run, 
he faced no permanent 
symptoms of a stroke, 
like facial paralysis, loss 
of hearing, or arm and 
leg issues.
On Sunday, April 26, 

Matthew will make his 
triumphant return to rac-
ing by taking part in the 
St. Luke’s 5K, part of the 
St. Luke’s Half Marathon 
that starts at William Al-
len High School in Al-
lentown. He and Laura 
will be running with a 
team of friends from all 
over the East Coast to 
celebrate his return to 

competitive running.
“I’m a little nervous,” 

admitted the sustain-
ability consultant from 
Bethlehem, “but defi-
nitely excited to see how 
it feels when I get back 
out there.”
The couple picked this 

race “because it was 
sponsored by St. Luke’s 
and we wanted to show 
some small support for 
everything St. Luke's did 
for us when I was going 
through my stroke.”
Matthew’s story is just 

one of many for runners 
taking part in either the 
St Luke’s 5K or the St. 
Luke’s Half Marathon.
From first-timers and 

people looking to cele-
brate overcoming odds 
like Matthew, to running 
in memory of loved ones, 
overcoming personal 
struggles and more, there 
are plenty of stories of 
why runners and walk-
ers will toe the line and 
commit to the finish line 
for the St. Luke’s Half 
Marathon.
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North Warren (7)  vs  Parsippany (3) softball

Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Check Out A Live Video

From This Event on Our 

Facebook Page!
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Commercial
Lawn Mowing & Mulching

TREE SERVICE, Inc.

garyeagle.com

Round Valley Upper Boat 
Ramp Will Be Closed April 
27th through May 1st  for 

New Dock Installation

The Round Valley up-
per boat ramp will be 
CLOSED from Monday, 
April 27, 2026, through 
Friday, May 1, 2026, for 
the installation of new 
docks.
The lower boat ramp, 

kayak launch area, and 
gravel parking areas 
will be open for use 
during this time.
Boaters with trailers 

and users of kayaks, 

canoes, and other per-
sonal watercraft are 
encouraged to use the 
lower ramp with new-
ly installed docks and 
the gravel parking area 
during this time.
NJDEP Fish & Wildlife 

sincerely appreciates 
your patience and un-
derstanding while this 
important work is being 
completed and improve-
ments are made.

Boscola Announces $2.3 Million in State Investment into Storm-
water  Project in Palmer Township

 State Senator Lisa Bo-
scola announced today 
that PENNVEST has 
approved $2,332,000 in 
state investment for the 
Palmer Township Storm-
water Authority for the 
Wedgewood Drainage 
Improvements Phase I 
Project.
“This PENNVEST 

funding will enable 
the Palmer Township 
Stormwater Authority to 
repair a catastrophic fail-
ure of a 48-inch corru-
gated metal storm sewer 
pipe running between 
Wedgewood Drive and 
Chain Dam Road caused 
by a flash flooding event 
in 2023,” Boscola stat-
ed.  “Damage includ-
ed massive scour hole, 
slope instability, road-
way damage, and un-
controlled erosion that 
extended beyond Chain 
Dam Road into private 
property and downslope 
drainage channels.  
While emergency mea-
sures have been in place 
since to prevent further 
roadway collapse, this 
state investment makes 
it possible for the Au-

thority to implement 
permanent repairs to the 
existing failed system.” 
The Palmer Township 

Stormwater Author-
ity was approved for 
a low interest loan of 
$2,332,000 for the proj-
ect with a 240-month 
term that has a 1% inter-
est rate for the first five 
years and a 1.743% in-
terest rate for the balance 
of the term.  
“This PENNVEST 

loan will provide the 
grant-equivalent of 
$780,394 over the life of 
the loan, which means 
that ratepayers are not 
expected to see an in-
crease in rates due to 
this  project,” Boscola 
added.  “This is anoth-
er important example 
of the Commonwealth 
partnering with local 
authorities to assist with 
critically important en-
vironmental and public 
safety projects,” Boscola 
added.
The project includes the 

installation of approx-
imately 1,219 feet of 
smooth-lined corrugated 
polyethylene pipe, rang-

ing in size from 18-inch 
to 48-inch in diameter, 
three 2-foot by 6-foot 
custom inlet tops with 
4-foot by 6-foot boxes, 
and one endwall, and the 
riprap drainage swale 

will be stabilized and re-
constructed.
Established in 1988, 

PENNVEST provides 
funding for sewer, storm 
water and drinking water 
projects. 

The East Bangor UMC Church will observe the National Day of 
Prayer on Thursday, May 7th.  The sanctuary will be open from 
noon through 7:00 p.m. for those who wish to pray in the pres-

ence of the altar.  Prayer prompts will be available for your 
use.  The church is located at 136 W. Central Ave. (Rt. 512).   

FMI: 610-588-4453 or www.ebumc.org
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$10 at the Door$10 at the Door

The Last Thing Mom 
Wants to Do This 

Mother’s Day Is Cook!
Treat her to a Nice 

Dinner Out!
Call for Reservations

973-317-8802

Live Music This
Saturday, May 2nd

610-554-6908610-554-6908

Garden Pond & Waterfalls 

Warren County Presents 2026 Health & Wellness Field Day
The Warren County 

Board of County Com-
missioners, in partner-
ship with the Warren 
County Department of 
Human Services and the 
Warren County Pros-
ecutor’s Office, will 
host the 2026 Health & 
Wellness Field Day on 
May 1 at 6 p.m. at the 
Warren County Techni-
cal School, 1500 NJ-57, 
Washington (Frank-
lin Township). This 
event is made possible 
through the contin-
ued support of school 
superintendents, law 
enforcement agencies 
across the county, local 
mental health provid-
ers, healthcare facili-
ties, and other commu-
nity partners.
This free event is open 

to all Warren Coun-
ty residents and is de-
signed to promote both 
mental and physical 
well-being through a 
range of interactive and 
community-based ac-
tivities.
Attendees will have 

the opportunity to par-
ticipate in hands-on ac-
tivities led by local or-
ganizations, connecting 
residents with services 
and resources that sup-
port overall wellness. 
The event will also fea-
ture a friendly volley-
ball tournament, bring-
ing together middle and 
high school students 

with local law enforce-
ment in a collaborative 
and engaging setting. 
Additional activities 
will include food, mu-
sic, a photo booth, and 
prize giveaways, creat-
ing a welcoming envi-
ronment for individuals 
and families of all ages.
Originally introduced 

in 2020 by former As-
sistant Prosecutor Kel-
ly Shelton, the Health 
& Wellness Field Day 
was developed in re-
sponse to growing 
concerns surrounding 
mental health, particu-
larly among youth. In 
the years following the 
pandemic, challenges 
related to stress, anxi-
ety, and depression have 
remained a priority for 
community leaders and 
service providers.
The 2026 Health & 

Wellness Field Day 
is funded, in part, by 
the Office of the Attor-
ney General through 
the ARRIVE Together 
Grant, which supports 
the continuation, ex-
pansion, and county-
wide integration of 
the ARRIVE Together 
program. ARRIVE To-
gether is a public safe-
ty initiative that pairs 
law enforcement offi-
cers with mental health 
professionals when re-
sponding to individu-
als in crisis. In Warren 
County, the program 

has been developed to 
meet local needs and 
includes on-scene re-
sponse, follow-up sup-
port, and the use of 
telehealth services to 
expand access to care.
This event continues 

to serve as a platform 
to raise awareness, 
strengthen communi-
ty connections, and 
provide residents with 
access to meaningful 
resources and support. 
Warren County Pros-
ecutor Jessica L. Car-
done stated, “We look 
forward to this event 
each year, and it con-
tinues to grow in mean-
ingful ways. The col-
laboration among law 
enforcement, county 
departments, and men-
tal health providers is 
strong. What stands out 
most is how the com-
munity comes togeth-
er to build trust, break 

down barriers, and cre-
ate an inclusive envi-
ronment where every-
one feels welcome.”
“It has been won-

derful to see how this 
event has grown in its 
reach and popularity” 
Commissioner Director 
Lori Ciesla said, adding 
“Our goal is to connect 
our county students 
with our law-enforce-
ment officers to build 
relationships and also 
let the residents of War-
ren County know of all 
the amazing organiza-
tions that exist for them. 
Health and wellness for 
our residents of all ages 
is a huge priority and 
I thank Laura Richter 
from the Department 
of Human Services, our 
Prosecutor Jessica Car-
done, and everyone else 
that has been part of the 
planning for this event 
for making sure that it 

is a success year after 
year. It is also great to 
see our Warren County 
Technical School host 

the event again this 
year. Put it on your cal-
endar and hope to see 
you there!”
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Hello fellow readers, 
     It’s always such a joy 
to hear from clients—
those from long ago and 
those I visit each year 
for garden tune-ups. Re-
cently, I heard from Pam 
in Sparta, New Jersey, 
whose garden I designed 
ten years ago. Together 
with my associate in-
staller, we transformed a 
very steep backyard into 
something special—gar-
den steps among tiered 
boulder walls, and a 

quaint stone patio over-
looking what became a 
meadow of sorts, a lawn 
mixed with wildflowers, 
where their dogs can 
run freely within a deer 
fence. And in Sparta, 
that’s no small thing—
the deer pressure there is 
among the worst.
     Pam shared that her 

rhododendron has been 
declining over the past 
few years. Nursery pro-
fessionals attributed it 
to drought and advised 
more watering, but un-
fortunately, that hasn’t 
helped. Her pachysandra, 
once lush and established 
before I ever arrived, has 
nearly disappeared.
     I’m hearing more and 

more about rhododen-
drons struggling in our 
region. Extended periods 
of drought, followed by 
intense rain events, can 
stress their shallow root 
systems. Add to that er-
ratic temperature swings, 
and it’s no wonder we’re 
seeing an increase in root 
rot, lace bug damage, 

Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary?

Mary E. Stone
Stone Associates

Landscape Design
& Consulting,
Blairstown, NJ

GRAY’S RECYCLING

908-475-3797 Gray’s Recycling Mulch

MULCH  •  TOP SOIL  •  STONE  • DYED MULCH
Pick Up Or Delivered To Your Location

MULCH AVAILABLE STONE AVAILABLE
Hardwood, Dyed, Black, Brown, Red, 

& Cedar Mulches, Topsoil,
 Clean Fill, & Wood Chips

We Now Sell Mushroom Soil!

Dumping for Brush, Logs, Wood Chips, & Bales of Straw!
YOU CAN HAUL IT IN OR WE WILL PICK IT UP!

River Stone: 3/8”, 3/4”, 1” to 3”
Red Stone  3/4”

ALSO AVAILABLE:
3/4” Gravel, 3/8” Crushed 

Gravel, QP Stone, & Stone Dust
WE ACCEPT YARD DEBRIS

We Also Offer
Heavy & Light
Land Clearing

CASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDCASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Spring Hours:
Open Mon-Fri: 7am-4pm

Saturday: 7am-Noon
Closed Sundays!

Spring Hours:
Open Mon-Fri: 7am-4pm

Saturday: 7am-Noon
Closed Sundays!

Commercial & Residential Sales!

ADVERTISEADVERTISE

YOUR BUSINESSYOUR BUSINESS

HERE!HERE!

2x5 Display Ad2x5 Display Ad

(Actual Size Shown Here,(Actual Size Shown Here,

 3.27in x 5 in) 3.27in x 5 in)

For Only $60For Only $60

Fully Insured & Licensed

C: 484-515-1134

Tom Ahearn Electric

PA Reg. #PA058650

Electric Generator Installation
Light Carpentry - Painting - Home Repairs

& Home Improvement

Residential/Commercial Electric

610-588-6790

and general decline.
     As for pachysandra, 

what Pam is experienc-
ing is widespread here. 
Pachysandra terminalis, 
the familiar Japanese 
pachysandra, has been 
hit hard by Volutella 
blight, a fungal disease. 
It causes yellowing, thin-
ning, and dieback, espe-
cially in stressed or over-
crowded plantings. What 
once seemed like an in-
destructible groundcover 
is, in many gardens, fad-
ing away.
    Instead of replacing 

it, I favor our native Al-
legheny spurge (Pach-
ysandra procumbens). 
It has a softer, more 
natural habit, forming 
lovely colonies of blue-
green foliage with hints 
of silver and purple that 
deer don’t favor. Unlike 
its non-native cousin, 
it is not overly aggres-
sive, squelching out oth-
er plants, and supports 
wildlife, including early 
pollinators.
     The good news is 

that much of Pam’s gar-
den is still thriving, in-
cluding oakleaf hydran-
gea along the back deck 
(Hydrangea quercifolia), 

a plant for all seasons 
I rave about. And her 
pink flowering tree peo-
nies (Paeonia suffrutico-
sa) are standing tall and 
elegant. These grafted 
woody shrubs have the 
strength to hold their 
magnificent blooms up-
right, unlike their her-
baceous counterparts, 
which tend to flop.
     I’m looking forward 

to meeting with Pam and 
Ed for a Landscape Re-
view & Recommenda-
tion consultation—to as-
sess the declining plants 
and explore thoughtful 
replacements and adjust-
ments.
     Pam and Ed are also 

the same clients who 
once had an ant dilem-
ma in their bluestone 
patio. What a treasure 
to revisit that story from 
2017. Their shady patio 
has welcomed a soft car-
pet of moss between the 
stones that they adore. 
The dilemma? Ants have 
taken up residence.
     “What do you rec-

ommend for keeping 
ants out and the moss 
in?” they asked. (Ants 
Be Gone is archived on 
AskMaryStone.com) 

     And now, a new 
twist—she’s wondering 
about the front lawn, 
where grass struggles 
and moss thrives. But 
moss isn’t the problem. 
It’s the messenger.
     Moss lives where con-

ditions favor it—shady 
areas with 4–6 hours of 
sunlight or less, com-
pacted or poorly drained 
soil, low fertility, and 
often acidic conditions 
(typically a pH around 
5.0–5.5). In these envi-
ronments, grass strug-
gles, and moss steps in 
to do what it does best.
     Lawn enthusiasts try 

to “fix” moss by remov-
ing it, liming the soil, 
or forcing turf to grow 
where it simply doesn’t 
want to. But instead of 
fighting the moss, let’s 
embrace it—or consid-
er planting groundcov-

ers that naturally thrive 
in the same conditions, 
such as foamflower, 
wild ginger, or golden 
ragwort, all high in deer 
resistance. Combined, 
they would make a beau-
tiful tapestry —one that 
supports pollinators and 
enriches the soil. 
     The question is not 

how to force what we 
want, but how to recog-
nize what belongs.
     In the garden—and 

in life—we’re often bet-
ter off accepting condi-
tions rather than resisting 
them. When we do, what 
once felt like a problem 
can reveal itself as an 
invitation for something 
else more beautiful to 
thrive.
      Garden Dilemmas? 

AskMaryStone.com or 
tune in on your favorite 
Podcast app.

East Bangor UMC Church welcomes 
you to a FREE "Baked Ziti" Dinner on 
Sunday, May 3rd, from 4:00 to 4:30 

p.m.  This is TAKE-OUT only at 136 W. 
Central Ave. (Rt. 512), East Bangor, PA  

(www.ebumc.org)
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Mother’s Day Weekend Specials: Fri., May 8th - Sun. May 10th

Hours:
Tuesdays: 6am-2pm
Wed-Mon: 6am-9pm

2600 N Delaware Dr, Mt Bethel, PA • 570-897-6409 2600 N Delaware Dr, Mt Bethel, PA • 570-897-6409 2600 N Delaware Dr, Mt Bethel, PA • 570-897-6409 

Celebrate Mother’s Day at Mt. Bethel Diner

Regular Menu Available
Dine In or Take Out 

Broiled Seafood Combo w/ Lobster.....$35.99

Delmonico Steak & Grilled Shrimp........$25.99

Prime Rib.............................................$25.99

T-Bone Steak.........................................$25.99

Chicken Sophia w/ Crab Meat & Shrimp....$19.99

Broiled Salmon Over Rice w/ Dill Sauce...$19.99

Baked Ham - Pineapple Sauce................$19.99

Pot Roast...............................................$19.99

Fillet Mignon w/ Red Peppers, Mozzarella 

Cheese, & Porta Bello Mushrooms.........$19.99

** These Entrees Served with 2 Veg., Soup or Salad & Cake **

Chicken Francese over Angel Hair  *includes soup or salad & cake..............................................$19.99

Shrimp Trio (21) Breaded, Broiled & Cocktail over Rice *Includes soup or salad, 1 veg., & cake................$24.99

Fresh Chicken Parm over Spaghetti  *Includes soup or salad & cake............................................$19.99

Shrimp & Broccoli Penne w/ Garlic & Olive Oil *Includes soup or salad & cake..............................$19.99

Wildlife Refuge Expands With New Rehabilitation Facility In Sussex County
 The Last Resort Wild-

life Refuge has opened 
a wildlife rehabilitation 
facility in Sussex Coun-
ty as demand for animal 
care continues to rise 
across northern New Jer-
sey.
The organization said 

the new location, situ-
ated on nearly 30 acres, 
will expand its ability to 
treat and house injured 
and orphaned wildlife. 
Nearly 30% of the ref-
uge’s annual animal in-
take comes from Sussex 
County, officials said.
The property includes 

a 6,500-square-foot 
heated barn, multiple 

outbuildings with util-
ities and a renovated 
structure that will serve 
as a hospital. Plans also 
call for the site to devel-
op into a teaching cam-
pus for wildlife care and 

rehabilitation.
Officials said the fa-

cility was made possi-
ble largely through the 
support of a longtime 
donor.
The new location will 

Republican members of 
the Senate and Assem-
bly Budget Committees 
are calling for immediate 
joint hearings with the 
NYNJ FIFA 2026 Host 
Committee, chaired by 
former first lady Tam-
my Murphy, to answer 
questions about taxpay-
er costs, financial risks 
and planning tied to the 
upcoming World Cup 
matches at MetLife Sta-
dium.
 In a letter sent Thursday 

to Senate Budget Chair-
man Paul A. Sarlo and 
Assembly Budget Chair-
woman Eliana Pintor 
Marin, GOP lawmakers 

said the Legislature and 
public still lack clear an-
swers about the state’s 
financial commitments 
despite years of planning.
 With New Jersey set 

to host one of the larg-
est sporting events in the 
world, it is imperative 
that the Legislature and 
the public have a clear 
and complete understand-
ing of the commitments 
made on behalf of tax-
payers,” the lawmakers 
wrote. “While the event 
presents an opportunity 
to showcase our state, it 
also raises significant and 
unanswered questions 
about costs, risks and 

transparency.
 The letter outlines sev-

eral key concerns law-
makers want addressed, 
including the state’s ob-
ligations for transit, se-
curity, infrastructure and 
operations; the extent 
of taxpayer subsidies; 
whether New Jersey is 
exposed to financial risk 
if projected revenues fall 
short; and what safe-
guards exist to prevent 
cost overruns.
 Concerns intensified 

following recent testimo-
ny before the Assembly 
Budget Committee.
 During a hearing with 

the Department of Law 

NJ GOP Budget Members Demand Hearings on FIFA World Cup Costs, Transparency

and Public Safety, At-
torney General Jennifer 
Davenport indicated that 
funding is in place to 
meet the event’s security 
needs. At the same time, 

NJ Transit is reportedly 
considering charging up 
to $150 for train tickets 
and $80 for shuttle ser-
vices for fans traveling to 
MetLife Stadium.

 Lawmakers also raised 
concerns about the time-
line, noting that New 
Jersey has been prepar-
ing for the World Cup 
for more than three years 
and was awarded matches 
more than two years ago, 
yet key details remain un-
clear.
 “The apparent discon-

nect between planning, 
public cost and execution 
demands immediate leg-
islative oversight,” the 
letter states.
 The lawmakers said 

hearings with the Host 
Committee, particularly 
those involved in site se-
lection and negotiations 
with FIFA, are critical 
to understanding the full 
scope of the agreement 
and ensuring accountabil-
ity for taxpayer dollars.
 With World Cup match-

es set to begin in New Jer-
sey on June 13 and bud-
get deliberations for fiscal 
year 2027 underway, law-
makers emphasized the 
urgency of holding hear-
ings now.
 “Time is of the es-

sence,” the lawmakers 
wrote. “Conducting these 
hearings now will allow 
the Legislature to fully 
understand the scope of 
the state’s commitments 
and, if necessary, take 
appropriate action before 
costs escalate further.”

operate alongside the 
refuge’s existing facility 
in West Milford, which 
will continue handling 
local intakes, daily care 
and pre-release condi-
tioning.
Staffed around the 

clock by volunteers, 
veterinarians and li-
censed wildlife rehabil-
itators, the organization 
said it has already taken 
in hundreds of animals 
this season, including 
fox kits, raccoons, coy-
ote pups, bobcats and 
other species.
The expansion is ex-

pected to significantly 
increase the refuge’s ca-

pacity to care for wild-
life, though officials 
said additional support, 
supplies and equipment 
will be needed to sus-
tain operations.
The refuge said it 

plans to work with the 
local community as it 
expands its presence in 
Sussex County. Officials 
said those interested in 
supporting the organi-
zation can find more in-
formation, including do-
nation and supply needs, 
on its website and online 
platforms, including at 
https://a.co/04poER6N.
*Article by: Jay Ed-

wards wrnjradio.com
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259 E. Central Ave.,
East Bangor, PA

Have You Recently Lost A Have You Recently Lost A 
Loved One?Loved One?

We run obituaries to help spread the word to We run obituaries to help spread the word to 
the community about the services for your the community about the services for your 

beloved family members.beloved family members.

Contact Us at: thepressads@gmail.comContact Us at: thepressads@gmail.com
for details on pricingfor details on pricing

106 Rt. 94, Blairstown, NJ

Northampton Coun-
ty Election Division 
is implementing the 
redistricting plan re-
cently approved by 
the Court of Common 
Pleas in preparation for 
the May 19, 2026, Pri-
mary Election. Some 
voters will have new 
polling locations and/or 
district names for this 
election. All voters are 
encouraged to check 
their polling place in 
advance and can do so 
by using the “Find Your 
Polling Place” tool at: 
www.NorthamptonVot-
es.com.
Several suburban dis-

tricts have seen signif-
icant population growth 
in recent years, particu-
larly in Forks Township 
and Palmer Township. 
To keep pace with that 
growth and ensure a 

smooth voting experi-
ence, the County has 
adjusted polling dis-
tricts to better balance 
voter populations. The 
goal of the redistricting 
is to reduce wait lines 
and improve access 
for residents across 
Northampton County.
As part of this plan, 

voters may see two 
types of changes: some 
polling districts have 
been divided to better 
distribute voters, while 
others have been con-
solidated to improve 
efficiency and better 
align with available 
polling locations.
Polling District 

Boundary Changes 
(New or Expanded Dis-
tricts)
In some municipali-

ties, district boundar-
ies have been adjusted 

to reduce crowding 
and better balance vot-
er populations. These 
changes may result in 
new district names or 
new polling locations. 
Forks Township will 
change from four dis-
tricts to seven. Lower 
Nazareth Township will 
change from two to four 
districts. Palmer Town-
ship will add two dis-
tricts and will now have 
nine polling locations. 
Upper Nazareth Town-
ship will change from 
two to four polling lo-
cations. A full list of 
updated district names 
and polling place ad-
dresses is available in 
the attached “Boundary 
Changes in Northamp-
ton County” document 
and at www.Northamp-
tonVotes.com.
Polling District Con-

Residents Reminded To Check Your Polling Place Before the May 19 Primary Election: 
Implementation of Redistricting Plan Rollout to Improve Voter Services

solidations
In other areas, existing 

polling districts have 
been combined. Voters 
in these districts will 
vote at a single, updat-
ed polling location. A 
complete list of con-
solidated districts and 
their corresponding 
polling places is avail-
able in the attached 

“Consolidated Districts 
in Northampton Coun-
ty” document and at 
www.NorthamptonVot-
es.com.
Residents affected 

by these changes have 
been mailed updated 
voter registration cards 
reflecting their new 
polling district and lo-
cation. If you have not 

received an updated 
card, please contact the 
Northampton County 
Elections Division at 
610-829-6260 or elec-
tion@norcopa.gov.
Even if you have vot-

ed at the same location 
in the past, your poll-
ing place may have 
changed. All voters are 
encouraged to confirm 
their polling location 
prior to Election Day 
using the “Find Your 
Polling Place” tool at: 
www.NorthamptonVot-
es.com.
Please see the link 

below for complete in-
formation about poll-
ing location changes 
and addresses: files.
c o n s t a n t c o n t a c t .
c o m / 6 d 5 f 1 9 0 2 5 0 1 / 
681ff2d7-3ebc-4388-
af72-7b83fcc7394e.pd-
f?rdr=true
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64 Rt. 46 Delaware, NJ • 908-475-0060 • 610-888-6613

Hunter’s Lodge Restaurant & MotelHunter’s Lodge Restaurant & Motel

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Steamed
Clams

Steamed
Clams

Call 610-888-6613 For Motel Rooms!

64 Rt. 46, Columbia, NJ  •  908-475-0060 •  We Are Open 11am-11pm  •  7 Days a Week  

Motel Rooms: 
$110/Night 

$600/Week 
$1,200/Mo.

Includes: A/C & Heat, WiFi, Dish Network, 
Trash, Parking, Small Fridge & Microwave.

Try Our

Legendar
y

Steaks!
Try Our

Legendar
y

Steaks!

Like Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJ

Join Us On Saturday, May 2nd for the 
Paul Goerz Memorial Mustache Ride & Kampout!
Starting at Union Twp. Elementary: 165 Perryville Rd., Hampton, NJ

Meeting at Noon, Leaving soon after
ENDING AT HUNTER’S LODGE - CAMPING ON SITE 
FMI on the Ride, Call Casey at 973-545-2024

Join Us On Saturday, May 2nd for the 
Paul Goerz Memorial Mustache Ride & Kampout!
Starting at Union Twp. Elementary: 165 Perryville Rd., Hampton, NJ

Meeting at Noon, Leaving soon after
ENDING AT HUNTER’S LODGE - CAMPING ON SITE 
FMI on the Ride, Call Casey at 973-545-2024

Or Stop in To Hunter’s Lodge for Great Food,
Drinks, and A Chance to See Some Cool Cars!

Or Stop in To Hunter’s Lodge for Great Food,
Drinks, and A Chance to See Some Cool Cars!

We Will Be Closed on Sunday, May 10th 
 Happy Mother’s Day

Sherrill Administration Delivers Nearly $15 Million In Grant Awards To Protect New Jersey 
Communities From Flooding

Marking Earth Week, 
New Jersey Department 
of Environmental Pro-
tection Acting Commis-
sioner Ed Potosnak today 
announced the award of 
$14.8 million in grants 
through DEP’s Natural 
Climate Solutions Grant 
Program for three proj-
ects that protect com-
munities in Cape May, 
Cumberland, and Ocean 
counties from flooding 
by restoring coastal eco-
systems to provide natu-
ral storm-surge and flood 
protection.
“These projects deliver 

on Governor Sherrill’s 
mission to protect our 
communities from flood-
ing and will directly pro-
tect property, infrastruc-
ture and local economies, 
and help avoid more 
costly repairs caused by 
severe storms,” Acting 
Commissioner Potosnak 
said during a news con-
ference in Point Pleasant.
The innovative grant 

program supports proj-
ects that enhance salt 
marshes, tidal estuaries, 
and forests to improve 
communities’ flood resil-
ience. The grant awards, 
part of the program’s 
latest funding round 
launched in August 
2025, were announced 
during a press confer-

ence at a salt marsh res-
toration project site in 
the northern Barnegat 
Bay region that will pro-
tect a school, drinking 
water infrastructure and 
homes.
Nellie Bennett Salt 

Marsh Project: The Bar-
negat Bay Partnership 
will receive $4.8 million 
to restore 13 acres of 
the Nellie Bennett Salt 
Marsh in the Borough 
of Point Pleasant, Ocean 
County, located at the 
confluence of Beaver-
dam Creek and the Mete-
deconk River in northern 
Barnegat Bay. It includes 
elevating and rebuilding 
the marsh platform us-
ing 29,000 cubic yards 
of dredged material from 
nearby lagoons, supple-
mented by municipal 
compost placed within 
coir logs (biodegradable 
tubes used for erosion 
control) in high marsh 
areas.
Once complete, the re-

stored marshland will 
provide valuable wildlife 
habitat and serve as a buf-
fer that protects the Nel-
lie Bennett Elementary 
School, nearby drinking 
water infrastructure, lo-
cal roadways, and more 
than 150 homes in sur-
rounding neighborhoods 
vulnerable to flooding 

and erosion.Acting DEP 
Commissioner Potosnak
“On the first Earth Day 

in 1970, children could 
walk across this entire 
marsh as it protected the 
Boro from storm surge. 
With this grant, the 
marsh will protect the 
community for decades 
to come,” said Borough 
of Point Pleasant Mayor 
Bob Sabosik.
“Restoring the Nel-

lie Bennett Marsh im-
proves coastal resilience 
in the Borough of Point 
Pleasant, restores a nat-
ural carbon sink along 
the New Jersey coast, 
and brings back import-
ant wildlife habitat in a 
highly developed part of 
the Barnegat Bay,” said 
Barnegat Bay Partner-
ship Director Andrew 
McGowan. “We are very 
appreciative of the sup-
port and funding from 
NJDEP, the many part-
ners of the Barnegat Bay 
Partnership who have 
shared their thoughts and 
suggestions as we devel-
oped the project, and the 
Borough of Point Pleas-
ant for working with us 
to make this happen.”
Mouth of Maurice Riv-

er Project: The Ameri-
can Littoral Society will 
receive $5 million to 
build upon work initiat-

ed during the first round 
of NCS funding to re-
store 13 acres of marsh 
along a highly vulnera-
ble marsh island in the 
Northwest Reach of the 
Maurice River mouth in 
Delaware Bay. Histori-
cal agricultural practices 
and severe wave energy 
have caused extensive 
marsh loss in this region.
This second phase in-

cludes installing several 
200‑foot hybrid break-
waters, structures typ-
ically made from rock 
and natural elements 
such as oyster shells that 
are designed to reduce 
the impact of incom-
ing waves. Additional 
low‑profile breakwaters 
and permeable barriers 
will help trap suspended 
sediments and rebuild 
marsh elevation over 
time. The project will 
establish a continuous 
line of protection for the 
Northwest Reach, reduc-
ing storm energy, elevat-
ing marshland, and ad-
vancing long‑term goals 
to restore 375 acres of 
degraded marsh that will 
protect nearby commu-
nities.
“Building hybrid break-

waters and protecting 
marsh at the mouth of the 
Maurice River not only 
advances carbon seques-

tration goals but also de-
livers meaningful resil-
ience benefits in one of 
the most vulnerable ar-
eas along the Bayshore. 
It’s a powerful example 
of how nature-based in-
frastructure can address 
multiple climate-related 
impacts at once, making 
it a smart investment,” 
said Danielle McCull-
och, American Littoral 
Society Executive Di-
rector. “The Society and 
our team are grateful 
for our continuing part-
nership with the NJDEP 
through the Natural Cli-
mate Solutions Program, 
and proud to implement 
solutions that secure the 
future of communities, 
fish and wildlife in our 
state.”
Shooting Island Project: 

Ocean City will receive 
$5 million to restore 
136 acres of salt marsh 
on Shooting Island, sit-
uated along the Intra-
coastal Waterway west 
of Ocean City in Great 
Egg Harbor Bay. The 
multi‑phase project be-
gins with the placement 
of approximately 11,200 
cubic yards of dredged 
sediment to reestablish 
the island’s historical 
wetland footprint. Sub-
sequent phases will en-
tail application of thin 

layers of dredged sedi-
ment to interior ponds 
and low‑lying areas to 
support marsh creation 
and improve vegetation 
growth.
Restoring elevation 

across degraded areas of 
the marsh will enhance 
ecological resilience to 
sea‑level rise, protect 
community infrastruc-
ture and nearby homes, 
and support habitat goals 
for threatened and en-
dangered bird species, 
including the black rail 
and salt marsh sparrow.
degraded salt marsh
“Ocean City has been 

a leader in investing in 
solutions related to hab-
itat restoration and liv-
ing shorelines during 
an era of rising seas,” 
said Ocean City May-
or Jay A. Gillian. “The 
city is deeply grateful to 
the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection for the grant 
funding and the oppor-
tunity to partner in this 
important work.”
For more information 

on DEP’s celebration 
of Earth Week 2026, 
including a proclama-
tion signed by Governor 
Sherrill, press releases, 
social media and other 
resources, visit https://
dep.nj.gov/
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Local Business Directory
Promote your business in our local Business Directory for

ONLY $228 for 12 Weeks! Thats Only $19/Week 

Call 484-988-0969 or 
Email us at:

thepressads@gmail.com 
for more details Today!

CARPET CLEANING

Parents, caregivers, and 
children are invited to at-
tend a special Family Expo 
hosted by the Journey 
Family Success Center at 
Project Self-Sufficiency, 
Thursday, April 30th, 4:00 
– 6:00 p.m. The Family 
Expo will combine educa-
tional forums, interactive 
exhibits, and fun activities 
for the whole family. Par-
ticipants will receive valu-
able information about 
childhood development, 
community agencies will 
be present to provide addi-
tional resources, and din-
ner will be provided.
"The Family Expo prom-

ises a delightful experience 
for families, with hands-
on exhibits that encourage 
participation and various 
activities that are designed 
to educate as well as en-
tertain,” remarked Deb-
orah Berry-Toon, Exec-
utive Director of Project 
Self-Sufficiency. “This 
event will also highlight 
summer family activities, 
making it a perfect op-
portunity to plan summer 
outings while connecting 
with other families. We are 
grateful to the social ser-
vice agencies and health-
care organizations who 
will be on hand to share 
their expertise with local 
families.”
Participants will be able 

to climb onboard Dot, the 
Sussex County Library 

Parents and Children Invited to Family 
Expo at Project Self-Sufficiency

System’s mobile library, 
and receive ambulance 
tours from the Newton 
Volunteer First Aid & 
Rescue Squad. In addition 
to Project Self-Sufficien-
cy, numerous communi-
ty agencies will provide 
valuable resources and 
information, including 
Atlantic Health System, 
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Coastal & Northern 
NJ, Care Plus New Jersey 
Kinship Navigator Pro-
gram, Caring Partners of 
Morris & Sussex, Center 
for Evaluation & Coun-
seling, Inc., Center for 
Family Services, DASI: 
Domestic Abuse & Sex-
ual Assault Intervention 
Services, DAWN Center 
for Independent Living, 
Elizabethtown Gas, Fam-
ily Promise of Sussex 
County, Family Support 
Organization of Morris 
& Sussex Counties, Gin-
nie's House Children's 
Advocacy Center, Mental 
Health Association, Men-
tal Health Urgent Care, 
New Jersey Division of 

Child Protection & Perma-
nency, Office of Resource 
Families, NJ4S of Mor-
ris & Sussex Counties, 
Northern NJ Safe Kids/
Safe Communities, NOR-
WESCAP Child Family 
Resource Services, Part-
nership for Maternal and 
Child Health, Riverstone 
Therapies, Sussex County 
Community & Youth Ser-
vices, Sussex County Di-
vision of Social Services, 
Sussex County Skylands 
Ride, Sussex County Spe-
cial Child Health Services, 
Sussex County YMCA, 
and others.
Those who attend the 

Family Expo will be eli-
gible to receive a gift card. 
Project Self-Sufficiency is 
located at 127 Mill Street 
in Newton.  For informa-
tion about Family Expo, or 
to find out more about any 
of the programs sponsored 
by the Journey Family 
Success Center or Proj-
ect Sussex Kids at Project 
Self-Sufficiency, call 973-
940-3500 or visit www.
journeyfsc.org.

GARDENS NEED TLC?
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Make Checks Payable to: The Free Weekly Press, LLC

Ads with
Photos!

$18

Siding, Roofer, and 
Window Installer.
Experienced only.

Must have drivers li
cense.  Work available 

immediately. Call 
Comunale Construction 
at 610-588-6715 TS

CDL DRIVERS 
& LABORERS 

WANTED
Henry Yeska & 

Son Septic 
Service Is Now 

Hiring CDL 
Drivers Class

 A & B and 
 Laborers. Full 

Time & Part Time 
positions available. 

Experience
preferred but not 

required. Will 
train on the job. 
Please call 
the office at 

610-759-3290.

Part Time Tree Helper 
Wanted! Must Have 

Valid DL. Call 
610-588-1034

Help Wanted
Must Have Taken 
CDL Endorsment 

Class A or B
Benefits Offered
& Vacation Time
Apply by Calling

610-759-3290

Office & Lot for 
Rent - Rt. 512, Pen 
Argyl.  $1,600/mo  
includes  utilities.
Text 484-542-8579

with Name,  
Address &  

Business Use. Will 
Respond to Text

Rentals

NOW HIRING
 SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

CDL Class B
P & S Endorsments

Will Train.
Call 973-383-2786

stockerbus@gmail.com

Did You Know...Our Most Recent 
Editions Are Just A Click Away!

Follow Us Online at
thepressnewsonline.com

and on Facebook!

Position for oil 
burner service 

tech! Must have 
experience in oil 
burner cleanings, 
service, and air 
conditioning.
Blairstown &

 Belvidere areas. 
Call: 908-362-8910

We Are Looking To Hire
 An  Experienced Groomer

To Join Our Team
Apply in Person At:
 Ruff-ly Purr-fect

436 S 1st St.
 Bangor, PA 18013

or by calling 
Laurie at:

(610) 599-0454

LOCAL BRIDAL BOUTIQUE IS 
LOOKING FOR AN EXPERIENCED 

SEAMSTRESS!

We Can Pin & Deliver the Dress 
or you can pin at our site.

Please Call 610-588-4965
 for more details!

17 Main Street, Blairstown, NJ

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

NOW AT OUR NEW LOCATION!
128 RT. 94, BLAIRSTOWN, NJ 

 NEXT TO THE TRACTOR SUPPLY!

908-535-4064

We Do House Clean Outs!

We are Currently Buying: 
GOLD & SILVER BULLION  •  COINS  

CURRENCY   •   ESTATES  •  ANTIQUES  
COLLECTIBLES  •  SPORTS CARDS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE ESTATES 

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

We Do House Clean Outs!

HONEST & TRANSPARENT
PRICING YOU CAN TRUST!

Finder’s Collection &
 Storage Discoveries



April 30, 2026Page 16 The Free Weekly Press

20TH
ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

MAY 2ND
10 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Car Cruise
•Hot Air Balloon
•DJ
•Food Trucks

MAY 3RD
10 A.M. - 2 P.M.

Highlands Cows
• DJ
• Food Trucks 
• Face Paint
• Ice Cream

WHERE TO FIND US:

BANGOR, PA
438 BLUE VALLEY DR

(610) 863-2700


