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North Jersey High School Explores Merger 
Options With Four Districts

Bangor Marching Band Perform During Senior 
Night Football Game Vs. Wilson

Bangor took on Wilson High School during their Senior Night Ap-
preciation Game for Football, Band and Cheerleading on October 
23rd. Bangor won, 32 to 24. The Slater's Marching band put on an 
exceptional performance during the game. Senior Night photo can 
be found on pages 2-5, game photos can be found on page 6. Photos 
by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

North Warren Takes On Hunt-
erdon Central in Field Hockey

North Warren went head to head against 
Hunterdon Central in Field Hockey on Octo-
ber 21st, but were defeated, 0 to 4. Photos by 
Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Article by: Kyle Morel 
(NorthJersey.com)
A Sussex County high 

school is weighing a pair 
of consolidation options, 
including the possibili-
ty of merging with four 
other schools to create 
one large district.
Under the more ag-

gressive plan present-
ed in a feasibility study 
by Rowan University's 
School Regionaliza-
tion Institute, Kittatinny 
Regional High School 
would absorb the Fre-
don, Hampton, Stillwater 

and Sandyston-Walpack 
elementary schools and 
become a single district 
with students from pre-K 
through 12th grade.
The other option in-

volves moving sixth 
graders from the four 
sending districts to the 
high school, which is 
currently open to stu-
dents in grades 7 through 
12.
Both plans were de-

tailed in the 225-page 
study, which was cre-
ated in May 2026 and 
outlined in a PowerPoint 

presentation at the Sept. 
10 Kittatinny Board of 
Education meeting.
Rowan and Kittatinny 

worked together over the 
previous year, with col-
lege officials gathering 
data and analyzing each 
proposal's impact on stu-
dents and taxpayers in 
the district.
"A key conclusion of 

this study is that an en-
larged Kittatinny Re-
gional moving to either 
grades pK-12 or grades 
6-12 would provide  
MERGE cont'd on page 8 

Phtoto Courtesy NJ HeraldPhtoto Courtesy NJ Herald

Team Mecca Places First in 
Blairstown Fall Festival Bed 

Races

The Blairstown Fall Festival took place on 
October 17th and like last year, it was a 
HUGE success. The Bed Races have really 
grown in popularity gaining intrest from the 
surrounding areas. Pictured above is the 
first place team, Team Mecca. More photos 
can be found on page 7. Photos by Bob Hal-
berstadt/The Free Weekly Press

2 Locations To Choose From2 Locations To Choose From
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Call Us 484-988-0969

Blue Mountain Community Library News:
The library is located at 216 S. Robinson Ave. in Pen Argyl.  
Open hours are Monday-Saturday 10am-12pm and Monday 

and Thursday 6-8pm.  Questions?  Call 610-863-3029 or 
email info@bmcl.org.

Fall Preschool Storytime will meet the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month at 10:30am:  Nov. 4 and 18, and 
Dec. 2 and 16.   Participants are required to register for each 
storytime they plan to attend; send child’s name, birthdate, 
parent/guardian’s name, and phone number to info@bmcl.
org, or provide this info at the library or via 610-863-3029.  
Deadline is Monday two days prior to each storytime.  Spots 

are limited.

Participate in our fall silent auction Oct. 12-Nov. 7.  We will 
have

many fabulous items on which to bid!

Dine at The Slate Pub on Tues., Oct. 27, and a portion of 
your bill will go to the library.

Order shirts and sweatshirts with the BMCL logo and get 
them in time for Christmas!  Sizes adult S-XXXL are avail-
able in light gray or medium blue, with the BMCL logo in 
dark blue on the left chest.  Order forms are available at the 
library now through Nov. 20 at noon.  Samples will be avail-

able soon.

Stop In To See What Is New to our Library!

New to the Blue Mountain 
Community Library

Bangor (32) Vs Wilson (24) Senior Night Marching Band

Chase Begor with his parents, Tom and 
Nicole and siblings, Jessica and Seth

Seaghan Campbell with his parents, Dan and 
Meghan

Emma Confalone with her parents,
Cheri and Christopher

Ava Dewald with her parents, Tabitha and 
Tim and her sister, Bella

Kaiden Fahr with his parents, 
Ronnie and Tamara

Reilly Duckworth with his mother, Teresa, 
and sister, Caitlin

Nathan Fukushima with his parents,
 Jon and Susan

Tavian Marraccini with his parents, Wendy 
and Domenik, and sister, Angelina

Jackson Morgenstern with his parents,
Amanda and Jared
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(95¢ Delivery Fee)   Call for Delivery Range

610-863-6670
510 E. Main St., Pen Argyl

610-863-6670
510 E. Main St., Pen Argyl

Dine-In   •   Take-Out   •   Delivery    •   Catering Available
Open Daily: 11am-10pm

 Monday-Thursday
2 Large Plain Pizza

$26.95*
*Cannot combine with any 
other offers. Must present 

coupons. 

$5 OFF
$30*

Pick-Up or Delivery ONLY. Toppings Extra.
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Residential/Commercial Electric

Light Carpentry | Painting | Home Repairs
Residential/Commercial Electric

Light Carpentry | Painting | Home Repairs

PA REG. #PA058650

FULLY

LICENSED

& INSURED

Bangor (32) Vs Wilson (24) Senior Night Marching Band

Evan Neely with his grandmother, Melissa 
and Aunt, Rachel

McKenna O'Gallagher with her parents,
Lynda and Patrick

Simon Smith with his parents, 
William and Tricia

Lauren Teribury with her parents, 
Lee and Frank

Astro Udell with his father, Nathan, stepmom, 
Lisa and grandmother, Patricia

Tazio Vargas with his mother Vanessa, and 
grandmother, Joelene

Joslyn Walker with her mother, 
Jessica

Matthew Xiao with his parents, 
Veronika and Mark

Photos of the Bangor High School Football, 
Cheering and Marching Band Seniors were
taken by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

See Photos & Videos On Our Facebook!
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LOBB’S ROOFING & SIDINGLOBB’S ROOFING & SIDING
LOW COST ROOFING SYSTEMLOW COST ROOFING SYSTEM

Barry Lobb
Free Estimates

Barry Lobb
Free Estimates

P: 610-588-7452   C: 610-533-9454   F: 610-588-9192

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SLATE ∙ METAL ∙ SHINGLES
GOODYEAR RUBBER ROOFS

5” & 6” ALUMINUM
SEAMLESS GUTTERS

Bangor (32) Vs Wilson (24) Senior Night Football

SEE MORE PHOTOS &
 

SEE MORE PHOTOS &
 

VIDEOS O
N OUR 

VIDEOS O
N OUR 

FACEBOOK!

FACEBOOK!

Johnny Yepez with his parents, Berrenice 
and Jorge

Kyle Bonopane with his parents,
Kimberly and Gene

Warren Bright with his parents,
Kera and Dion

Hunter Hopstetter with his parents,
Michael and Jessica

Lucas Hurd with his parents, Crystal and 
Jeremey, Sister, Isabella and brother, Dylan

Jon-Erik Ingram with his mother, Brittany and 
siblings, Cecilia, Austin, Lillian and Parker

Brodia Kruger with his parents, Jamie and 
Mike, and his brother

Parker Robinson with his parents, John and 
Crista, and brother, Chase

Manager Santiago Rueda with his parents, 
Wilon and Jackie

Senior Night 
Photos Taken 
By Dale Young/

The FRee 
Weekly PRess

Michael Zheng with his father, Xian ZhengKyle Zheng with his mother, Fang Lian

One will weave the canvas; another will fell a tree by the light of his ax. Yet another will 
forge nails, and there will be others who observe the stars to learn how to navigate. And yet 
all will be as one. Building a boat isn't about weaving canvas, forging nails, or reading the 
sky. It's about giving a shared taste for the sea, by the light of which you will see nothing 

contradictory but rather a community of love. ~Antoine de Saint-Exupéry
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Hours: Tues: 2-10pm; Wed: 4-11pm; 
Thurs: 4-11pm;  Fri: 4pm-2am;

 Sat: 12pm-2am; Sun: 1pm-11pm; 
CLOSED MONDAY

DONT 
MISS OUR

HALLOWEEN
LINE DANCING

THIS THURSDAY!
Wear Your
Costume!

Rachael Curley with her parents,
Trina and Robert

Cal Karner with his parents, Alicia and Larry 
and Step Parents, Robert and Susan

Alyssa Luckadoo with her parents, 
Khristine and Raymond

Hannah Martin with her parents Ariana Puga with her mother, Tricia and her 
Stepmother, Jessica

Sydney Sandt with her parents,
Tammy and Kyle

Bangor (32) Vs Wilson (24) Senior Night Cheering

Senior Night Photos Taken By Dale 
Young/The FRee  Weekly PRess
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908-362-6341908-362-6341

Bangor (32) Vs Wilson (24) Senior Night Football

SEE MORE PHOTOS &
 

SEE MORE PHOTOS &
 

VIDEOS O
N OUR 

VIDEOS O
N OUR 

FACEBOOK!

FACEBOOK!

Photos Taken By Dale Young/The FRee Weekly PRess
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Thursday & Friday 10-6, Saturday 8-2

Visit our     Facebook page and website www.speersmeats.com. 
You can place orders in person, or by phone!

610-863-3938

DIRECTIONS: From Bangor: Delabole Rd., Make Left onto Heimer Rd., and Right onto Gum Rd.
 From Wind Gap: 3rd St., make left onto Delabole Rd., Right onto Merwarth Rd., Left onto Gum Rd.

Looking To Make
Quick & Easy

Back To School
Crock Pot Meals?

Stews, Chili, Roasts
& More! Stop In!

TREE WORK

Craig Wickett 

TRIMMING - REMOVAL - STORM DAMAGE - FIREWOOD
STUMP GRINDING - CHIPPING - WE DO SLATE REPAIRS!

Free Estimates | Fully Insured

CraigWickettTreeWork.com

For Fast Service, Call:
H: 610-599-6882
C: 610-442-2996

75ft
BUCKET

TRUCK
75ft

BUCKET
TRUCK

24 Hr. Emergency
Storm Damage Service

Call for Discount

106 Rt. 94, Blairstown, NJ

The Small Town Fall Festival at Footbridge Park was no longer small. The Bed Races had caught on and now have became a big draw. 
Friends from as faraway as Syracuse ,New York had come to see what it was all about. It had everything you need to become a success. A 
Magic Show, talented craftsman and women, Food, face painting, music and more. Blairstown's own Miss Agriculture USA,  Kinsley Kise 
started it off and of course there were the Bed Races. The Bed Race winners were team MECCA in first place, The Planet Network team 
made the connection and took second  place and Murphy's Tree Service chopped their way into third. Photos by Bob Halberstadt/The Free 
Weekly Press

Blairstown Fall Festival at Footbridge Park

SEE MORE PHOTOS &
 

SEE MORE PHOTOS &
 

ON OUR 

ON OUR 

FACEBOOK!

FACEBOOK!
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opportunities for a more 
effective and efficient 
educational program," 
the presentation read.
Save $885K with 

shared services, few-
er administrative staff: 
The grant-funded 
study estimated that 
the districts could save 
$885,800 annually by 
consolidating, a figure 
that was "intentionally 
conservative." The big-
gest areas of savings 
included reducing vari-
ous administrative posi-
tions, while all existing 
programs are expected 
to be maintained in any 
merger.
The study described 

MERGE
Continued from pg 1

the Kittatinny sending 
districts as "a model of 
shared services and co-
operation."
Among the employ-

ees who serve multi-
ple schools is Craig 
Hutcheson, who is the 
superintendent at both 
the high school and 
Marian E. McKeown 
Elementary School in 
Hampton.
Hutcheson could not 

immediately be reached 
for additional informa-
tion on the consolida-
tion plans, including a 
timeline for when either 
proposal could be voted 
on or enacted.
Must be a vote in each 

municipality: State 
law requires that a pro-
posal to transition to a 
pre-K-12 district be sub-

mitted to voters of each 
municipality involved in 
the potential change, ac-
cording to the study.
The measure would be 

adopted if at least 50% 
of voting residents in a 
majority of districts — 
in this case, three out 
of four communities — 
approve the move.
Moving sixth grad-

ers to Kittatinny would 
likely require approval 
from the New Jersey 
Department of Educa-
tion because a grade 
6-12 configuration is 
not recognized under 
law, the study stated.
The change would 

need to be approved 
by a majority of voters 
across the entire dis-
trict, not by each indi-
vidual town.

It’s Always Friday the 13th in Blairstown, NJ

Photos by Bob Halberstadt/The Free Weekly Press

FREE Amplifit hearing test,
Only at Miracle-Ear.

Miracle Ear Miracle Ear Center
Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)

1619 N. Ninth Street, 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360

570-476-9949

1343 Blue Valley Drive, 
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-588-3383
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670 Allegheny Road, Mt. Bethel, PA

610-588-6614  |  info@hornsoutdoor.com

We will be moving to our NEW location

Keep an eye out for updates!

New to the Bangor
Public Library

 39 S Main St, Bangor, PA 18013
Phone: (610) 588-4136

Adult Fiction:
Candy Apple Kisses by Amy Clipston; A 
Date With Death by Kelly Creagh; Dun-
geon Crawler Carl: The Graphic Novel 
Volume 2 by Matt Dinniman; Wild Wicked 
Mate by Lurie Gilmore; The Many Private 
Lives of Missy Cooke: A Novel by Jane 
Green; The Midnight Guests by Alex Hay; 
Bound and Unbound by Ali Hazelwood; 
NYPD Red 8: The 11:59 Bomber by Mar-
shall Karp; Whale Harbor: A Novel by 
Mary Beth Keane; The Piano Teacher of 
Montparnasse by Heather Morris; The 
Family Cross by James Patterson; Miss 
Wolcott’s Ghost by Louise Penny; The 
Cutting Garden by Darcy Van Poelgeest; 
Look What the Cat Dragged In: A Novel b 
Jason Rekulak; The Washwoman at the 
River’s End by Megan Shade; Something 
is Killing the Children: Hope is a Knife: A 
Novel by James Tynion, IV; Strange Pic-

tures 2 by Uketsu

Adult Non Fiction:
Guinness World Records 2027; Essen-
tial Guide to Plant Propagation: Tech-
niques and Know-How for Propagating 
All Types of Plants, Indoors and Out by 
American Horticultural Society; Offsea-
son: Where to Travel Year-Round With-
out the Crowds by Sarah Baxier; For My 
Sister Nicole: Love Shouldn’t Hurt: What 
to Know about Domestic Violence by 
Denise Brown; In the Shadow of Eight: 
Surviving the Reality of My Childhood by 
Collin Gosselin; Homemade by Nara Azi-
za Smith; The New Dark Ages: The Death 
of Reading and the Dawn of the Post-Lit-

erate Society by James Morriott

Large Print Adult Fiction:
Love You More: A Novel by Emily Giffin; 
Hollow Bones: A Novel by Jodi Picoult

Easy Fiction:
Aliens; This Book is Bursting with Mon-
sters by Christina Dorner; Trick or Treat 
by Conor Rawson; Peekaboo: Party by 
Camilla Reid; Peekaboo: Dinosaur by 
Camilla Reid; Christmas: A Big Hedge-
hog and Little Hedgehog Adventure by 

Britta Teckentrup

Junior Fiction:
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Fight or Flight: 

Book 21 by Jeff Kinney 

Junior Non Fiction:
Animals: A Visual Encyclopedia

Young Adult Non Fiction: 
An Illustrated History of Magic by Adam 

Allsuch Boardman

DEP Encourages Extra Roadway Caution with Fall Deer Rutting Season and Increased Deer 
Activity Underway

The New Jersey De-
partment of Environ-
mental Protection is urg-
ing motorists to be extra 
cautious due to increased 
white-tailed deer activity 
near roadways with deer 
mating season underway. 
This increased activity 
aligns with morning and 
evening commutes when 
visibility can be difficult 
due to darkness or sun 
glare.
During mating season, 

also known as the fall 
rut, deer are more likely 
to be present near and on 
roadways as bucks at-
tempt to court does.
“Collisions with deer 

pose a very serious safe-
ty threat and can cause 
significant damage to ve-
hicles and possible loss 
of life,” said Dave Gold-
en, Assistant Commis-
sioner for NJDEP Fish & 
Wildlife. “It’s especially 
important that drivers 
be extra vigilant to this 

threat and take time to 
know steps that can be 
taken to reduce the risk 
of collision.”
Peak mating season for 

deer in New Jersey typ-
ically continues from 
mid- to late-October to 
mid-December. Visibil-
ity issues become more 
pronounced when day-
light savings time ends 
at 2 a.m. on Sunday, 
Nov. 1.  The time change 
causes commutes to 
more closely align with 
increased periods of dai-
ly deer activity.
Drivers can practice ex-

tra caution by following 
these tips:
- Slow your vehicle if 

you see a deer and then 
watch for sudden move-
ment. If the deer is on the 
road and doesn’t move, 
wait for the deer to cross 
and the road is clear. Do 
not try to drive around 
the deer.
- Watch for “Deer 

Crossing” signs. Drive 
slower when traveling 
through areas known to 
have a high concentra-
tion of deer so there is 
enough time to stop, if 
necessary.
- Use high beams during 

dark periods if there is no 
oncoming traffic or vehi-
cle ahead. High beams 
will be reflected by the 
eyes of deer on or near 

roads.
- If you see one deer, as-

sume that others may be 
in the area.
- Don’t tailgate. The 

driver ahead might have 
to stop suddenly to avoid 
colliding with a deer.
- Always wear a seat-

belt, as required by 
law. Drive safely and 
sensibly, following the 
speed limit, factoring for 

weather, available light-
ing, traffic, curves and 
other road conditions.
- Do not swerve to avoid 

impact if a collision ap-
pears inevitable because 
a deer may counter-ma-
neuver suddenly. Apply 
brakes appropriately and 
stay in your lane. Col-
lisions are more likely 
to become fatal when a 
driver swerves to avoid a 
deer and instead collides 
with oncoming traffic or 
a fixed structure along 
the road.
Report any deer-vehicle 

collision to a local law 
enforcement agency im-
mediately.
- Obey the state’s hands-

free device law or refrain 
from using cellular de-
vices while driving.
For information about 

white-tailed deer in New 
Jersey, visit dep.nj.gov/
nj fw/wildl i fe /whi te-
tailed-deer
Information about 

white-tailed deer sea-
sons and regulations is 
available at dep.nj.gov/
njfw/hunting/deer-sea-
sons-and-regulations
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Hello, fellow readers,
     I have a bit of a lawn 

dilemma. Or, better said, 
uncertainty about best 
practices as trees com-
plete their final shed. I 
should preface this by 
saying I’m not a lawn 
enthusiast and prefer 
lawn alternatives where 
practical, especially 
when grassy areas aren’t 
needed for children or 
canine kids to play. Con-
verting portions of larg-
er lawns to meadows 
is another option that’s 
kind to pollinators and 
pocketbooks, since it re-
duces lawn maintenance 
costs. And meadows are 
lovely!
     Last year’s leaf 

cleanup didn’t happen 
until early spring. Con-
struction of a boulder 
wall and front walkway 
was underway during 
leaf season, with heavy 
equipment traveling 

across the lawn to re-
trieve boulders from the 
woods. Leaves settled 
wherever Mother Nature 
placed them, including 
disturbed areas awaiting 
repair. That made me 
happy.
     Come spring, I gath-

ered the heaviest pock-
ets and dragged them 
into the woods, spread-
ing them over areas dis-
turbed by machinery to 
help heal the forest floor.
     While walking Jolee 

the other day, I admired 
my friend Susan’s im-
maculate garden. Not a 
weed in sight! She was 
tending to leaves when 
I mentioned that, by and 
large, mine had taken 
care of themselves last 
year.
     “Nature has a way 

of taking care of things 
if you can handle the 
mess,” she said.
     Indeed! But I don’t 

see a mess when leaves 
blanket the ground; I 
see bundles of nutrients 
waiting for their next 
role. Think of leaves as 
vitamin-packed confet-
ti. Trees draw nutrients 
from the earth, and as 
their fallen leaves de-
compose, they return 
valuable nutrients to the 
soil.
     Shredded leaves 

make excellent mulch 
around garden plants, 
helping retain mois-
ture, moderate soil tem-
peratures, and suppress 

Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary?

Mary E. Stone
Stone Associates

Landscape Design
& Consulting,
Blairstown, NJ

GRAY’S RECYCLING

908-475-3797 Gray’s Recycling Mulch

MULCH  •  TOP SOIL  •  STONE  • DYED MULCH
Pick Up Or Delivered To Your Location

MULCH AVAILABLE STONE AVAILABLE
Hardwood, Dyed, Black, Brown, Red, 

& Cedar Mulches, Topsoil,
 Clean Fill, & Wood Chips

We Now Sell Mushroom Soil!

Dumping for Brush, Logs, Wood Chips, & Bales of Straw!

River Stone: 3/8”, 3/4”, 1” to 3”
Red Stone  3/4”

ALSO AVAILABLE:
3/4” Gravel, 3/8” Crushed 

Gravel, QP Stone, & Stone Dust
WE ACCEPT YARD DEBRIS We Also Offer

Heavy & Light
Land Clearing

CASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDCASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Fall Hours:
Open Mon-Fri:

 7am-4pm
Closed Saturdays & Sundays!

Commercial & Residential Sales!
TODD’S

AUTO BODY

610-588-4633
1025 Mt. Bethel Hwy.

Rt. 512, Mt. Bethel, PA

Hours: Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm

toddsauto@carcarepa.com
 We work with all insurance companies!

Veronica SarnoVeronica Sarno
Salesperson/Realtor ®

Office: 908-777-0599 | Mobile: 919-819-6933
VERONICA.ROGNEXTDOOR@GMAIL.COM

279 Rt. 31, Suite 4, Washington, NJ 07882

Each office is independently owned & operated

VeronicaSarno.MyRealtyOneGroup.com

NJ 2668456       PA RS381434

weeds. Mowing over a 
light covering of leaves 
also returns nutrients to 
the lawn.
     My shagbark hicko-

ries have dropped leaves 
so thickly that mowing 
over them isn’t practical. 
So I’ve been raking and 
dragging tarps of leaves 
to areas where I want to 
suppress weeds. Raking 
is remarkably therapeu-
tic and much quieter 
than using a blower.
     Behind the potting 

shed, I’ve accumulat-
ed quite a pile of light, 
fluffy leaves, easier to 
tote than heavy, wet 
ones. As rain softens 
them, they’ll settle con-
siderably. I’ll redistrib-
ute them as needed, 
keeping them away from 
tree trunks and crowns 
to prevent moisture-re-
lated disease and insect 
problems.
    The same philosophy 

applies to spent peren-
nials. Rather than cut-
ting everything down, I 

leave dried seed heads 
and stems standing, 
providing winter food 
for birds and shelter for 
beneficial insects.
     This year, my front 

garden overflowed with 
zinnias, thanks to my 
birder buddy Dennis, 
who shared seeds har-
vested from his butterfly 
garden. Those long-last-
ing blooms were a gift 
as the garden recovered 
from construction. A tra-
dition I’ll continue. I’ll 
scatter dried seed heads 
where I’d welcome an-
other colorful display. 

Zinnias can self-seed, 
though Mother Nature 
may surprise us with dif-
ferent colors.
     Black-eyed Susans 

are another favorite. I 
affectionately call them 
Rude Becky, after their 
botanical name, Rud-
beckia. These short-
lived perennials spread 
readily by seed. If Rude 
Becky gets too rambunc-
tious, I weed her out.
     But here’s my di-

lemma.
     After weeks with-

out mowing, my lawn is 
shaggy. Could I leave it 
until spring? Wouldn’t 
the dormant grass decay 
and provide nutrients 
too? I learned that one 
final trim after clearing 
the heaviest leaves helps 

prevent long grass from 
matting and reduces the 
risk of snow mold, a 
fungal disease that can 
develop under snow.
     This first season 

maintaining the lawn 
myself has brought sur-
prising satisfaction. 
True, I’ve gotten the 
tractor stuck a few times. 
Stressful! But on a wing 
and a prayer (literally, I 
prayed), I managed to 
get unstuck. Smiling as 
I write, the same is hap-
pening in my personal 
life. Grateful.
     I’ve also become 

more intimately ac-
quainted with the proper-
ty’s nooks, crannies, and 
problem spots—which 
are really opportunities 
waiting to unfold.
     That’s autumn’s 

greatest lesson.
     We don’t have to 

manage everything per-
fectly or tidy every cor-
ner. A little messiness 
is kinder to wildlife and 
ourselves. In our gardens 
of life, beauty lies in let-
ting things be.
     Garden Dilemmas? 

AskMaryStone.com or 
tune in on your favorite 
Podcast App. 
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64 Rt. 46 Delaware, NJ • 908-475-0060 • 610-888-6613

Hunter’s Lodge Restaurant & MotelHunter’s Lodge Restaurant & Motel

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Steamed ClamsSteamed Clams

Call 610-888-6613 For Motel Rooms!

64 Rt. 46, Columbia, NJ  •  908-475-0060 •  We Are Open 11am-11pm  •  7 Days a Week  

Motel Rooms: $110/Night; 
$600/Week ; $1,200/Mo.

Includes: A/C & Heat, WiFi, Dish Network, 
Trash, Parking, Small Fridge & Microwave.

Like Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJ

Try Our

Legendary

Steaks!
Try Our

Legendary

Steaks!

Vows of Valor Gala to Honor Military Families and Give the Gift of a Wedding Celebration
The Armory Arts and 

Historical Preservation 
Society will host its 
Vows of Valor Gala on 
Friday, November 20, 
2026, at 6:30 p.m. at The 
Armory in East Strouds-
burg, Pennsylvania.
The event will bring to-

gether community mem-
bers, local businesses, 
and military families for 
an evening celebrating 
love, service, and sacri-
fice. 100% of event pro-
ceeds will benefit Vows 
of Valor, an initiative 
that provides deserv-
ing military and veteran 
families with all-expens-
es-paid wedding celebra-
tions. Celebrating Love, 
Family, and Service
For many military cou-

ples, the sacrifices of 
service extend beyond 
deployments and time 
apart.
Financial challenges 

and military commit-
ments often mean post-
poning or sacrificing 
the wedding celebration 
they once imagined.
"Over the years, we've 

toured hundreds of cou-
ples through The Armory 
and heard countless sto-
ries of how military 

service impacted their 
wedding plans," said 
Kasie Romagno, Owner 
of The Armory. "Some 
couples simply couldn't 
afford to celebrate, while 
others had to put their 
dreams aside because of 
their commitment to our 
country."
"We believe a wedding 

celebrates more than two 
people. It's an opportu-
nity to honor an entire 
family's commitment to 
our country. Through 
Vows of Valor, we cel-
ebrate their marriage, 
their love, their family, 
and their service by giv-
ing them a moment that 
is entirely about them."
A Love Story Worth 

Celebrating: 
The 2026 Vows of Val-

or recipients, Talon, a 
United States Navy vet-
eran, and his wife, expe-
rienced these sacrifices 
firsthand.
After becoming en-

gaged following Talon's 
graduation from Navy 
boot camp, the couple's 
wedding dreams were 
put aside as military life 
took priority. They ulti-
mately eloped with their 
dogs by their side and 

family watching through 
FaceTime.
Six years, multiple 

moves, deployments, 
and two children later, 
the family has settled in 
Northeast Pennsylvania. 
Through Vows of Valor, 
they will finally have the 
opportunity to celebrate 
their marriage surround-
ed by the family and 
friends who supported 
them along the way.
Join the Celebration:
The Vows of Valor Gala 

will take place Friday, 
November 20, at 6:30 
p.m., at The Armory in 
East Stroudsburg.
The event is made pos-

sible through the gener-
osity of local businesses, 
wedding professionals, 
and community support-
ers. All event proceeds 
will support the Vows 
of Valor initiative and 
its mission to honor mil-
itary families through 
meaningful wedding cel-
ebrations.
The celebration will in-

clude Dinner sponsored 
by Diane’s Catering and 
music by Joey and the 
T-Birds.
Tickets are avail-

able at: https://www.

eventbrite.com/e/vows-
o f - v a l o r - g a l a - t i c k -
ets-2001061287177
The Armory Arts and 

Historical Preservation 

Society is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated 
to preserving the history 
of the East Stroudsburg 
Armory while giving 

back to the community 
through educational, cul-
tural, and charitable ini-
tiatives, including Vows 
of Valor.



October 28, 2026Page 12 The Free Weekly Press

Commercial
Lawn Mowing & Mulching

TREE SERVICE, Inc.

garyeagle.com

Warren County Celebrates 30,000 Acres of Preserved Farmland, McEvoy Family Milestone 
Reflects Generations Of Warren County Farmers Protecting the Land for the Future

Sixteen years ago, Frank 
Demeter stood on his 
farm in White Township 
as Warren County cele-
brated the preservation of 
its 20,000th acre of farm-
land. This past Sunday, his 
daughter and son-in-law, 
Sue and Jerry McEvoy, 
stood on their own farm 
to mark another mile-
stone: the preservation of 
their 120-acre property, 
helping Warren County 
surpass 30,000 acres of 
permanently preserved 
farmland.
"There's something es-

pecially meaningful about 
celebrating 30,000 acres 
here," said Warren Coun-
ty Agriculture Develop-
ment Board Chairman Joel 
Schnetzer. "Sixteen years 
ago, Frank Demeter's farm 
represented a milestone for 
Warren County. Today, his 
daughter and son-in-law 
are helping us reach the 
next one, while their son 
is farming land his grand-
father helped preserve. 
That's what farmland pres-
ervation is really about 
– keeping the land in agri-
culture and giving the next 
generation an opportunity 
to carry on the tradition."
The McEvoy farm is part 

of a much larger story that 
has shaped Warren Coun-
ty for generations. From 
the rolling fields of the 

Delaware River valley to 
the farms of the county's 
northern and central com-
munities, agriculture is 
deeply woven into Warren 
County's identity. Farms 
produce food, support lo-
cal businesses, provide 
habitat and open space, 
and help define the rural 
landscapes that residents 
and visitors associate with 
the county.
Today, that agricultural 

landscape remains an im-
portant part of the county's 
economy. According to 
the 2022 USDA Census 
of Agriculture, Warren 
County had 923 farms en-
compassing 70,747 acres, 
with agricultural products 
generating more than $128 
million in market value. 
But farming in Warren 
County continues to face 
pressure from private res-
idential, commercial, in-
dustrial, and other forms 
of development. Once 
productive farmland is 
converted to another use, 
however, the loss is nor-
mally permanent.
That is why Warren 

County has made farm-
land preservation a long-
term priority. Since the 
County's farmland pres-
ervation program began 
in 1989, Warren Coun-
ty and its partners have 
worked with hundreds of 

willing landowners to per-
manently protect farms 
throughout the county. 
The program is voluntary. 
Participating landowners 
retain ownership of their 
farms and continue their 
agricultural operations, 
while the non-agricul-
tural development rights 
are permanently extin-
guished. The result is a 
growing network of farms 
that will remain available 
for agriculture regardless 
of future development 
pressures.
"Warren County has a 

rich agricultural heritage, 
and preserving farmland 
is one of the ways we can 
make sure that heritage re-
mains part of our future," 
said Commissioner Direc-
tor Lori Ciesla. "These are 
not simply acres of open 
land. They are working 
farms, family businesses 
and places where gener-
ations of Warren County 
residents have built their 
lives.”
"Every farm we preserve 

helps protect the character 
of our communities and 
the landscape that makes 
Warren County special," 
said Commissioner Depu-
ty Director James R. Kern 

III. "There is increasing 
pressure to develop land 
throughout New Jersey, 
and Warren County must 
continue to be intention-
al about protecting the 
farmland, open space and 
natural resources that our 
residents value. Preserv-
ing farmland is an invest-
ment in the future of the 
county."
"Farmland preservation 

is ultimately about peo-
ple as much as it is about 
land," said Commissioner 
Jason J. Sarnoski. "It is 
about families who have 
farmed here for gener-
ations, young farmers 
who want an opportuni-
ty to continue farming, 
and residents who want 
to see agriculture remain 
a visible and vital part of 
Warren County. When 
we preserve a farm, we 
are helping to protect that 
economic opportunity 
into the future."
The County's farmland 

preservation efforts have 
made Warren County a 
statewide leader. Based 
on State figures, War-
ren County ranks fourth 
among New Jersey's 
21 counties in total pre-
served farmland acreage 

and third in the number 
of preserved farms. The 
County has permanent-
ly preserved more than 
30,000 acres through 
partnerships involving 
the State Agriculture De-
velopment Committee, 
municipalities, nonprofit 
organizations and willing 
farm owners.
"Thirty thousand acres is 

a tremendous accomplish-
ment, but it is not the end 
of the story," explained 
Corey Tierney, Director of 
the Warren County Land 
Preservation Department. 
"There are 70,000 acres of 
farmland in Warren Coun-
ty. And there are farmers 
thinking about the future 
of their farms right now. 
Thanks to the County 
Commissioners and our 
partners, we are making 
sure those landowners 
have the opportunity to 
preserve their farms if 
they choose," Tierney 
added.
For the McEvoy fam-

ily, the significance of 
the milestone is partic-
ularly personal. Frank 
Demeter's farm marked 
Warren County's 20,000-
acre preservation mile-
stone on September 27, 

2010. Nearly 16 years to 
the day, his daughter and 
son-in-law's farm marks 
the County's 30,000-acre 
milestone. And today, 
their son is farming the 
land that his grandfather 
helped protect. “It was so 
important to us as a fam-
ily,”  Sue McEvoy said, 
as she thanked the Land 
Preservation Department 
for its efforts.
Preserving this much 

acreage of farmland in 
any county is rare, not-
ed Charles Roohr, Ex-
ecutive Director of the 
State Agriculture Devel-
opment Committee. “I 
could count the number of 
counties that have made 
it to 30,000 acres on one 
hand,” he remarked.
Tierney thanked Roohr 

for making a long trip 
from Trenton to attend 
the ceremony marking the 
preservation milestone, 
but Roohr replied “for 
30,000 acres, I’d walk 
here.”
Ciesla noted it took a lot 

of effort from a lot of peo-
ple to achieve the 30,000-
acre milestone, including 
county staff, state officials, 
past County Commission-
ers and Freeholders, and 
landowners.
Sarnoski and Kern both 

pointed out the coop-
eration of farmers and 
landowners is critical to 
the preservation effort. 
Warren County has a 
dedicated open space tax 
and money for preserva-
tion, Sarnoski noted, but, 
“Without a willing seller, 
our money is worthless.”
To the McEvoy family, 

Kern said, “Thank you so 
much for being a partner 
with us.”
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WANTED
Local Miracle-Ear Centers are looking for 

qualified people to test their latest product, 
The Miracle-Ear® GENIUS™ RIC for FREE!
Here's the catch: You must have slight or moderate hearing loss 
and must have difficulty understanding speech in background 
noise situations. People who are selected will
evaluate Miracle-Ear’s latest advanced digital 
hearing solution,  the Miracle-Ear GENIUS RIC.

You will be able to walk into our office and 
try on Miracle-Ears that are customized 
just for you. Candidates will be asked to 
evaluate the instruments for 30 days to 
prove the manufacturer’s claims of up to 
25% better speech recognition in 
challenging listening environments than 
people with normal hearing.** 

 You must schedule your
 appointment before

OCTOBER 30TH, 2026!
DON’T WAIT!

MIRACLE-EAR CENTERS ARE NOW OFFERING HEARING 
AIDS AT NO COST TO FEDERAL WORKERS AND RETIREES

That's Right! No Co-Pay!
No Exam Fee! No Adjustment Fee!

BCBS federal insurance pays the total cost of Miracle-Ear Audiotone Pro 
series aids. Most federal government employees and retirees are eligible. 

You may even be covered if you have other non-federal insurance coverage. 
Special factory pricing is available for non-qualifiers. See store for details & 

accurate coverage.

Miracle-Ear® Introduces our
SMALLEST Hearing Aid EVER!

100% INVISIBLE
Don’t be fooled by the small size. 
The Miracle-Ear Mirage features 
amazingly advanced and powerful 
micro-technology, all wrapped up in 
our tiniest hearing aid ever!

*Limit one coupon per patient at the promotional price during
event dates only. Not valid with any other discount or offer. Does not

apply to prior purchases. Fits up to 35 db loss. Expires 10/30/26*

2 for $995
Receive 2 Audiotone® Pro Full–Shell ITE Hearing 

Aids at $995 for a limited time only

*No other offers or discounts applies. Offer can not be combined and does not apply to prior sales. Risk free offer, the aids must be returned within 30 
days of delivery if not completely satisfied and 100% of purchase price will be refunded. Supplies may very per office. Hearing aids do not restore natural 
hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fit and ability to adapt to amplification. Blue Cross Blue 
Shield is a registered trademarks of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. Blue Cross Blue Shield is not affiliated with, nor does it endorse or sponsor, the 
contents of this advertisement. Trademarks referring to specific providers are used by Miracle-Ear for nominative purposes only: to truthfully identify the 
source of the services about which information is provided. Such trademarks are solely the property of their respective owners. **Studies conducted at 
the University of Northern Colorado (2014) and Oldenburg Horzentrum (2013) showed that Speech Reception Thresholds (SRT) in cocktail-party 
situations improved up to 2.9 dB for wearers with mild to moderate hearing loss using GENIUS with Directional Focus, compared to people with normal 

hearing. This corresponds to over 25% improvement in speech understanding. ©2020 Hearing Services, LLC

Dr. Albert Shrive, NJ Dispenser # 662, Supervising Licensee

Miracle Ear
610-588-3383

Miracle Ear Center
1619 N. Ninth Street
Stroud Commons
(Rear of building)

Stroudsburg, PA 18360

570-476-9949
Miracle Ear

at Brodheadsville 
Chiropractic

134 Pilgrim Way
Brodheadsville, PA 18322

570-476-9949
Miracle Ear Center

Strykers Crossing

Shopping Center
201 Strykers Rd.,

Phillipsburg, NJ 08865

908-954-7997

OR  VISIT ONE OF OUR OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

Most Insurance Plans Accepted

1343 Blue Valley Drive, Pen Argyl, PA 18072

At the end of the 30 days, if you are satisfied 
with the results and wish to keep the instruments, 
you may do so at tremendous savings. 
But this is only for a limited time!

Sponsored By Trinity UCC Church
632 S. Delaware Dr., Mt. Bethel, PA

Sat., November 7th, 2026Sat., November 7th, 2026
Door Open 11:30am  |  Bingo Begins at 12:30pmDoor Open 11:30am  |  Bingo Begins at 12:30pm
Sat., November 7th, 2026
Door Open 11:30am  |  Bingo Begins at 12:30pm

Proceeds BenefitProceeds Benefit
The Trinity General FundThe Trinity General Fund

GRAND & SPECIAL PRIZES WILL BEGRAND & SPECIAL PRIZES WILL BE
 AVAILABLE AT AN ADDITIONAL COST AVAILABLE AT AN ADDITIONAL COST

Lunch & Dessert For SaleLunch & Dessert For Sale
(No Outside Food Permitted)(No Outside Food Permitted)

Proceeds Benefit
The Trinity General Fund

Tickets Cost: $20 in Advance, $25 at the Door
(Buys 20 Games of Bingo)

175 Tickets Available; First Come - First Serve
         (NO Refunds After Purchase!)

GRAND & SPECIAL PRIZES WILL BE
 AVAILABLE AT AN ADDITIONAL COST

ANYONE UNDER THE
 AGE OF 18 MUST 
BE ACCOMPANIED

 BY AN ADULT TO PLAY!

Lunch & Dessert For Sale
(No Outside Food Permitted)

FMI or Tickets Call:  Trinity UCC at 610-588-1989

Additional
Additional

CardsCards

$5/Packet
$5/Packet

Additional

Cards

$5/Packet

PRIZES INCLUDE: DESIGNER PURSES, GIFT CARDS, MENS TOOLS, & BASKETS!

Right Whales Nearby: Slow Down, Stay Alert, 
Report Sightings

Whales are currently 
active off the New Jer-
sey coast, including crit-
ically endangered North 
Atlantic right whales. 
Please keep the follow-
ing tips in mind when 
you’re on the water.
Boating safety around 

whales:
- Slow down to 10 knots 

or less when whales are 
nearby.
- Post a dedicated look-

out and stay alert, es-
pecially in low light or 
rough seas.
- If a whale surfaces 

near your vessel, put 
your engine in neutral 
and let it pass.
- Never approach, 

chase or circle a whale.

- Stay at least 500 yards 
away from right whales.
How to recognize a 

right whale:
- V-shaped spout
- Wide, flat back with 

no dorsal fin
- Rough white patches 

on the head
- Short, paddle-shaped 

flippers
- All-black tail with 

smooth edges
Right whales are hard 

to see because they 
swim and rest at or just 
below the surface.
If you see a right 

whale, or any whale that 
is entangled, injured or 
stranded, please report 
it:
- Right Whale Sighting 

Hotline:  866-755-6622
- Marine Mammal 

Stranding Center:  609-
266-0538
- U.S. Coast Guard: 

VHF Channel 16
For tips on how to Iden-

tify and Report North 
Atlantic Right Whales 
visit: https://www.fish-
eries.noaa.gov/resource/
o u t r e a c h - m a t e r i a l s /
how-identify-and-re-
po r t -no r th - a t l an t i c -
right-whales 
For additional infor-

mation visit the Marine 
Mammals of New Jer-
sey webpage at: dep.
nj.gov/njfw/news-2026-
-10-23-right-whales-
nearby-slow-down-stay-
alert-report-sightings/
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Local Business Directory
Promote your business in our local Business Directory for

ONLY $228 for 12 Weeks! Thats Only $19/Week 

CARPET CLEANING

TREE WORK

Jim’s Tree
 Service

610-588-5761
908-763-5709

1-800-793-0465

40 Years In Business!

GOUCHERTREESERVICE.COM

610-588-5761
908-763-5709

1-800-793-0465

 NJ License: NJTC 784049 

Professional Tree Care
Stump Grinding 

Articulating Tractor
Removes Grindings 

Both Fit Through a 36in Gate 

Jim Goucher, Jr. &  Karen Goucher

40 Years In Business!

Call Us at  484-988-0969 or 
Email us at: thepressads@gmail.com 

for more details Today!

Gardens Need TLC?

Washington's Hometown Halloween and Pumpkin Park welcomed hundreds of children and their families to the downtown on Oct. 24. Many 
great costumes, trick or treating, lots of candy, a pirate ship, vendors and much, much more made for a perfect day! Judges had a very 
hard time picking the best costumes, however, a few really stood out and were declared winners of the contest. They included: Haily Balboa 
(in the chicken coop), Isadora Mauricio and Dante Miranda (in masks), Evelyn Curran (3 eyed creature) and The Lamberti Family and their 
dog (Framed!). Special note about Evelyn's costume. She designed it herself! Pumpkin carving winners were Blake and Laura Leeds, The 
Rubilars, and James Martiuk. Photos Courtesy Dan Hirschberg

Washington, NJ Dresses Up For Halloween
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Make Checks Payable to: The Free Weekly Press, LLC

Ads with
Photos!

$20

CLASSIFIED ADS CAN BE SUBMITTED VIA EMAIL TO: THEPRESSADS@GMAIL.COM OR BY 
MAIL TO: THE FREE WEEKLY PRESS, PO BOX 606, BANGOR, PA 18013

All Classified ads are $15 per week, per inch, with the exception of Yard 
Sale ads, which are $5. There is no charge for items being listed as 

FREE. Please specify the category in which you would like you ad to 
appear (ex: Help Wanted, Real Estate, Rentals, Vehicle...Etc.) 

Please specify which size ad, and how many weeks you wish to run. 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.

17 Main Street, Blairstown, NJ

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AT
128 RT. 94, BLAIRSTOWN, NJ 

 NEXT TO THE TRACTOR SUPPLY!

908-535-4064
EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AT
128 RT. 94, BLAIRSTOWN, NJ 

 NEXT TO THE TRACTOR SUPPLY!

908-535-4064

We Do House Clean Outs!

We are Currently Buying: 
GOLD & SILVER BULLION  •  COINS  

CURRENCY   •   ESTATES  •  ANTIQUES  
COLLECTIBLES  •  SPORTS CARDS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE ESTATES 

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

We Do House Clean Outs!

HONEST & TRANSPARENT
PRICING YOU CAN TRUST!

Finder’s Collection &
 Storage Discoveries

Siding, Roofer, and 
Window Installer.
Experienced only.

Must have drivers li
cense.  Work available 

immediately. Call 
Comunale Construction 
at 610-588-6715 TS

CDL DRIVERS 
& LABORERS 

WANTED
Henry Yeska & 

Son Septic 
Service Is Now 

Hiring CDL 
Drivers Class

 A & B and 
 Laborers. Full 

Time & Part Time 
positions available. 

Experience
preferred but not 

required. Will 
train on the job. 

Please call 
the office at 

610-759-3290

Part Time Tree 
Helper Wanted! 
Must Have Valid 
Driver Lic. Call 
610-588-1034

Help Wanted
Must Have Taken 
CDL Endorsment 

Class A or B
Benefits Offered
& Vacation Time
Apply by Calling

610-759-3290

Position for oil 
burner service 

tech! Must have 
experience in oil 
burner cleanings, 
service, and air 
conditioning.
Blairstown &

 Belvidere areas. 
Call: 908-362-8910

NEED RIDES 
TO LOCAL 
SHOPPING, 
BANGOR. 

DOCTOR IN 
WIND GAP. 
WILL PAY 
$10/HR. 

484-957-6095

OFFICE SUITE 
WITH PRIVATE 
BATHROOM.
 2ND FLOOR,

INCLUDES HEAT 
AND ELECTRIC. IN 

UPPER MT. BETHEL, 
$575/MO. CALL:

570-977-7495 FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT

Rentals

Full time/ 
Part time 

HVAC  
technician 

IMMEDIATE 
OPENING! 

salary based on 
experience

Please email 
resume to:

ashplumbing17
@gmail.com

WANTED: 
CDL Driver for 
Tri-Axel Dump 
Trucks. Hourly 

Pay, Local Work. 
Mainly Day 

Work, Nights on 
Occasion. Must 

Have Clean 
Driving Record 
and Drug Free. 
Trucks parked 

in Belvidere, NJ. 
Call or Text Mike 
at 201-841-3864

Bus Person 
Wanted!

Mt. Bethel
Diner,  Apply In
Person. 2600 

North Delaware 
Dr., Mt. Bethel

A BUDGET FRIENDLY WAY TO 
PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS WITH US

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ONLINE ONLY ADVERTISING!

Run your business on our website
only, in our featured ads section,

for as little as $15/week
Larger ads are $25/week

Contact Melissa to get started!
thepressads@gmail.com

LET’S TALK ADVERTISING!LET’S TALK ADVERTISING!
Ground Person 

Needed for
 Local Tree 
Service Call 

610-588-1034
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Contact Us at 484-894-0969 or
 email thepressads@gmail.com


