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www.thepressnewsonline.com, and on Facebook

Our Front Page Banner Is Available for March 5th & 12th
DISCOUNTED RATE OF $175/week. 

Don’t Miss Out! 484-988-0969 or email thepressads@gmail.com 

st. patrick’s day salest. patrick’s day sale

North Warren took on Boonton High School during their Senior Night 
Wrestling on match on February 20th, Norht Warren was defeated, 
57 to 21. Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

North Warren Takes on Boonton During 
Senior Night Wrestling Match

North Warren Goes Head To 
Head Against Wallkill Valley 

Boys Basketball

North Warren took on Wallkill Valley in Boys 
Basketball on February 18th. North Warren  
lost, 41 to 63. Photo by Dale Young/The Free 
Weekly Press

North Warren went head to head against Ver-
itas Christian Academy in girls basketball on 
February 16th. North Warren won 53 to 33. 
Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

North Warren Wins Over 
Veritas Christian Academy in 

Girls  Basketball

Game Commission Monitoring Avian Influenza 
In Wild Birds

This winter, avian in-
fluenza viruses have 
continued to circulate in 
wild birds across Penn-
sylvania, and more birds 
will be migrating to and 
through the state in the 
coming weeks. Strains 
of highly pathogenic avi-
an influenza virus have 
been present in Pennsyl-
vania’s wild birds since 
early 2022.
As migration unfolds, 

the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission continues 
to respond to the out-
break, and is asking the 
public to report any wild 
birds observed sick or 
found dead.
Reports can be phoned 

in to 1-833-PGC-WILD 
(1-833-742-9453). Sub-
mitting reports allows 
the Game Commission 
the opportunity to step 
in with wildlife-man-
agement actions includ-
ing dispatching sick 
wild birds, recovering 
and removing carcass-
es, pursuing diagnostic 
testing, and conducting 
stakeholder outreach. 
The agency continues 
to work with the Wild-
life Futures Program, 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture and other 
partners when deploy-

ing these strategies. The 
most substantial activity 
this winter involved the 
removal of an estimated 
2,000 wild bird carcass-
es, predominantly snow 
geese, from a quarry in 
Northampton County in 
December and January.
“Over the past five 

years, Game Commis-
sion dispatchers and field 
personnel, along with 
our dedicated partners, 
have worked tirelessly 
to respond to and inves-
tigate suspected highly 
pathogenic avian influ-
enza events across the 
Commonwealth,” said 
the agency’s wildlife 
veterinarian, Dr. Andrew 
Di Salvo. “Responding 

to every report received 
from the public is nei-
ther logistically possible 
nor in the best interest of 
the wildlife, so incidents 
are prioritized to ensure 
our actions will have the 
most impact. High-prior-
ity incidents include cas-
es with clear human or 
domestic animal expo-
sure, a public site, such 
as a park or playground, 
that could pose an ex-
posure risk to humans 
or domestic animals, or 
a large number of sick 
or dead wildlife on the 
landscape that could 
pose an exposure risk to 
scavenging wildlife.”
Waterfowl – from wood 

FLU cont’d on pg  6 
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DOG GROOMING
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Fall In Love With Your
Pets New Hairdo!

Call To Book Today!

Fall In Love With Your
Pets New Hairdo!

Call To Book Today!

Accepting New Clients!

Over 45 Yrs

 Combined

Experience

We Accept

Cash, Check

& Credit Card

Payments

Laurie Taiber - Owner
Grooming Since 1990

Kean Introduces Legislation To Protect  
Local Taxpayers From Bearing Costs Of 

 Federal Law Enforcement Facilities
New Bill Would Direct Federal Funding To Offset 
Financial Burden On Towns Like Roxbury And Other 

Host Communities Across The U.s.
Congressman Tom 

Kean, Jr. (NJ-07) intro-
duced the Local Tax-
payer Protection Act of 
2026, federal legisla-
tion to ensure that local 
taxpayers and munic-
ipalities like Roxbury, 
New Jersey, are not left 
shouldering the costs 
associated with hosting 
federal law enforcement 
processing or detention 
facilities.
The bill would create a 

dedicated federal grant 
program, administered 
by the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security 
(DHS), to offset the real 
costs townships face 
when physical facilities 
are maintained or under 
development in their 
communities. Under the 
bill, municipalities can 
apply for funding for 
covered expenses, such 
as lost property tax rev-
enue, increased demand 
on public utilities, and 
infrastructure upgrades 
needed to support ex-
panded capacity.

“Federal agencies op-
erate in all 50 states, and 
law enforcement agen-
cies have a particularly 
important job, one that 
often demands a high-
er level of resources,” 
said Congressman Tom 
Kean, Jr. “Local taxpay-
ers cannot be expected to 
foot the bill for federal 
facilities, and towns like 
Roxbury should not have 
to absorb the costs.”
Kean continued, “My 

legislation would ensure 
that law enforcement fa-
cilities in New Jersey and 
across the country can 
operate self-sufficiently 
without straining mu-
nicipal utilities, resourc-
es, or local budgets. I 
have heard directly from 
communities in our dis-
trict, and I am fighting to 
make sure they are fully 
protected from bearing 
costs that are not theirs 
to carry, while also en-
suring community safety 
and enforcement of our 
nation’s laws.”
Specifically, the Local 

Taxpayer Protection Act 
of 2026 would establish 
a new grant program 
through DHS for mu-
nicipalities hosting law 
enforcement processing 
or detention facilities, 
including those current-
ly under development. 
Federal funding can be 
used to compensate for 
unrealized property tax 
revenue, as well as pub-
lic utilities expenses and 
infrastructure upgrades 
(including water, gas, 
natural gas, electrici-
ty, internet connectivi-
ty, garbage collection, 
recycling, and sewer 
systems). The grant pro-
vides a five-year funding 
authorization with the 
ability for municipalities 
to apply for renewal for 
the duration of facility 
operations.
A copy of the full bill 

text is available at: kean.
house.gov/sites/evo-sub-
sites/kean.house.gov/
files/evo-media-docu-
ment/local-taxpayer-pro-
tection-act.pdf

Project Self-Sufficiency Hosts Event For Ex-
pectant And New Parents To Learn About Safe 

Sleeping For Infants & Toddlers

 Project Self-Sufficien-
cy will host a special 
Baby Beginnings event 
Wednesday, February 
25th, 1:00 p.m., to help 
pregnant women and par-
ents of young children to 
access the resources they 
need to be successful.  
The event will offer ex-
pert advice about safe 
sleeping and bedtime 
routines from health-
care specialist Laurie 
Herrick, along with free 
baby items, prizes and 
giveaways.  Participants 
will also learn about 
free and reduced cost 

activities for families, 
lead prevention, early 
childhood development, 
positive parenting tech-
niques, and other topics 
related to early child-
hood health, safety and 
education. Lunch will 
be provided. Pregnant 
women and parents of 
young children are invit-
ed to call 973-940-3500 
to register. The Baby 
Beginnings event is part 
of a series which supple-
ments Project Self-Suffi-
ciency’s robust programs 
for pregnant women and 
parents of young chil-

dren, including home 
visitation programs, 
monthly Mommy Par-
ties, and Parent Cafes.
“We are excited to be 

offering these innovative 
and fun gatherings to the 
community,” explains 
Deborah Berry-Toon, 
Executive Director of 
Project Self-Sufficiency.  
“Pregnant women and 
parents of young chil-
dren have a great need 
for accurate information 
about a host of topics, 
and these Baby Begin-
nings Fairs will allow 
them to receive up-to-
date health and wellness 
advice, as well as free 
items for baby and fam-
ily.”
In addition to Project 

Self-Sufficiency, repre-
sentatives from DASI, 
Family Connects, NJ 
Safe Kids, Partnership 
for Maternal & Child 
Health, SIDS Center 
of New Jersey, Sussex 
County Library System, 
and Zufall Health Center 
will be on hand to offer 
ideas for supportive ac-
tivities and events for 
families.
To register for Baby 

Beginnings, to discuss 
your parenting needs, or 
to find out more about 
other programs and ser-
vices available at Proj-
ect Self-Sufficiency, call 
973-940-3500.

Did You Know...Our 
Most Recent Editions 
Are Just A Click Away!

Follow Us Online at
thepressnewsonline.com

and on Facebook!
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New in the Bangor
Public Library

HVAC
Heat & AC Install & System Maintenance,

Cleanings, Replacements, & Service Contracts
Heat & AC Install & System Maintenance,

Cleanings, Replacements, & Service Contracts

Call Us Today: 610-759-0629

Adult Fiction:
Racing Hearts: A Novel by Ann Adams; The Hadacol Boo-
gie: A Dave Robicheaux Novel by James Lee Burke; Oper-
ation Bounce House by Matt Dinniman; Robert B. Parker’s 
Big Shot by Christopher Farnsworth; The Witching Hours 
by Heather Graham;Two Can Play by Ali Hazelwood; Keep-
er of Lost Children by Sadequa Johnson; Queen of Faces 
by Petra Lord; Throne of Nightmares by Kerri Maniscalco; 
Little One: A Novel by Olivia Muenter; Cross & Sampson 
by James Patterson; Crux by Gabriel Tallent; Cold Zero: 
A Thriller by Brad Thor; How to Kill a Guy in Ten Dates: A 
Novel by Shailee Thompson; Im Looking for a Man in Fi-

nance by Sabrina Waldorf

Adult Non Fiction:
The Flower Bearers: A Memoir by Rachel Eliza Griffiths; 
How to Be a Rich Old Lady: Your Guide to Easy Investing, 
Wealth, and Creating the Wild, Beautiful Life You Want by 

Amanda Holden

Easy Fiction:
The Big Mess and Other Stories by Greg Pizzoli; Dr. Se-
uss’s Thing One, Thing Two and the Leprechaun by Dr. 

Seauss

Easy Reader Fiction:
Stop That Mop! By Jonathan Fenske

Junior Fiction:
The Bad Guys in One Last Thing by Aaron Blabey; The 
Bad Guys in Look Who’s Talking by Aaron Blabey; The Bad 
Guys in the Serpent and the Beast by Aaron Blabey; The 
Bad Guys in the Other?! By Aaron Blabey; The Bad Guys 
in Let the Games Begin! By Aaron Blabey; The Bad Guys 
in the Furball Strikes Back by Aaron Blabey; Cupcake Di-
aries, the Graphic Novel 1: Katie and the Cupcake Cure by 
Coco Simon; Cupcake Diaries, the Graphic Novel 2: Mina 
in the Mix by Coco Simon; Cupcake Diaries, the Graphic 
Novel 3: Emma on Thin Icing by Coco Simon; Cupcake Dia-
ries, the Graphic Novel 4: Alexis and the Perfect Recipe by 
Coco Simon; Cupcake Diaries, the Graphic Novel 5: Katie, 
Batter Up! By Coco Simon; Cupcake Diaries, the Graphic 
Novel 6: Mia’s Baker’s Dozen by Coco Simon; Cupcake Di-
aries, the Graphic Novel 7: Emma All Stirred Up! By Coco 
Simon; Cupcake Diaries, the Graphic Novel 8: Alexis Cool 
as a Cupcake by Coco Simon; I Survived the California 

Wildfires, 2018: The Graphic Novel by Georgia Ball

Young Adult Fiction:
Stolen Midnights by Katherine Quinn

Preventing Food Allergies and Cutting Costs 
for Taxpayers

Making preventative 
supplements available 
to families could pre-
vent more than 80% of 
peanut and egg allergies 
and save taxpayers mil-
lions, according to testi-

mony given at a Senate 
Majority Policy Com-
mittee public hearing.
Approximately 1.3 

million Pennsylvanians 
are afflicted with a food 
allergy. One expert tes-

tified the rate of chil-
dren with a food allergy 
has grown by 50% over 
the past 20 years, with 
rates of peanut and tree 
nut allergies rising by 
300%. The average cost 
of a child with a pea-
nut allergy is more than 
$7,200 per year.
Among the topics dis-

cussed was legislation 
that would require no-
cost health insurance 
coverage for early pea-
nut and egg introduction 
dietary supplements for 
infants. Video of the 
hearing and written tes-
timony can be viewed 
at: policy.pasenategop.
com/policy-021726/

Congressman Tom Kean, Jr. (NJ-07) announced that his offices in 
Washington, D.C. and Lebanon Borough, NJ are now accepting ap-
plications for the Summer 2026 Internship Program. This compet-
itive program offers college students the chance to gain firsthand 
experience in the fast-paced environment of a congressional office. 
Interns play an essential role in the daily operations of the office, 
working closely with staff members on a range of responsibilities, 
including legislative research, constituent services, communica-
tions, and more. Participating students will also gain valuable in-
sight into the legislative process and the ways in which a Member 
of Congress serves the residents of their district. “I am pleased to 
offer this internship program to motivated students who are pas-
sionate about public service,” said Congressman Kean. “Our in-
terns play a vital role in in the day-to-day operations of the office 
and take an active role in serving the people of New Jersey. This is a 
meaningful opportunity to develop real-world skills and experience, 
and I encourage all eligible students to apply.” Interested students 
must be currently enrolled in college and should complete the on-
line application form at kean.house.gov/services/internships. The 
deadline to apply is Tuesday, March 31, 2026, at 11:59 PM. Positions 
are available in both the Washington, D.C. and District offices.

Congressman Kean Announces Summer 
Internship Program
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GRAY’S RECYCLING

908-475-3797 Gray’s Recycling Mulch

MULCH  •  TOP SOIL  •  STONE  • DYED MULCH
Pick Up Or Delivered To Your Location

MULCH AVAILABLE STONE AVAILABLE
Hardwood, Dyed, Black, Brown, Red, 

& Cedar Mulches, Mushroom Soil, Topsoil,
 Clean Fill, & Wood Chips

Dumping for Brush, Logs, Wood Chips, & Bales of Straw!
YOU CAN HAUL IT IN OR WE WILL PICK IT UP!

Roll-Off Boxes Available: 10, 20 or 30yds

River Stone: 3/8”, 3/4”, 1” to 3”
Red Stone  3/4”

ALSO AVAILABLE:
3/4” Gravel, 3/8” Crushed 

Gravel, QP Stone, & Stone DustWE ACCEPT YARD DEBRIS
We Also Offer

Heavy & Light Land Clearing
STORM DAMAGE CLEAN-UP, DEMOLITION & LOWBOY MOVES

CASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDCASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Fall Hours:
Open Mon-Fri:

7am-4pm
 Closed Saturday &Sunday

Fall Hours:
Open Mon-Fri:

7am-4pm
 Closed Saturday &Sunday

Commercial & Residential Sales!

Mowing, Overgrown Brush,
Saplings, & Weeds!

TREE SERVICE, Inc.

garyeagle.com

Acting Attorney Gen-
eral Jennifer Davenport 
and a coalition of 21 
other states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia asked 
a U.S. District Court 
today to enforce its 
December 2025 order 
prohibiting the Trump 
Administration from 
terminating the Build-
ing Resilient Infrastruc-
ture and Communities 
(BRIC) program, which 
provides New Jersey 
communities with crit-
ical resources to forti-
fy their infrastructure 
against natural disasters.
As the filing explains, 

the multistate coalition 
won a December 2025 
order from the U.S. 
District Court barring 
the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
(FEMA) from terminat-
ing the BRIC program, 
but the Trump Admin-
istration has not yet 
signaled that it has any 
intention of complying 
with the court order, and 
FEMA regional offices 

appear to be delaying 
implementation of the 
court’s order.
The motion filed today 

seeks immediate action 
from the court to ensure 
that the Trump Admin-
istration does not con-
tinue to deprive states 
of the essential funding 
provided through the 
BRIC program. For 30 
years, the BRIC pro-
gram has provided com-
munities with resources 
that have saved lives, 
reduced injury, protect-
ed property, and saved 
money that otherwise 
would been spent on 
post-disaster costs. Ev-
ery dollar FEMA spends 
on mitigation—primar-
ily through the BRIC 
program—saves an av-
erage of six dollars in 
post-disaster costs. In 
New Jersey alone, fed-
erally funded grants for 
disaster mitigation have 
saved New Jerseyans 
more than $10 billion in 
post-disaster costs.
“New Jersey is no 

Acting AG Davenport: Trump Administration Must Obey Court Order and Restore Critical 
FEMA Program Protecting New Jersey from Natural Disasters

stranger to natural di-
sasters that have devas-
tated our state. Instead 
of working with us to 
prepare for the next 
major natural disaster 
and reduce the massive 
costs these catastroph-
ic storms impose, the 
Trump Administration 
is doing everything in 
its power—now even 
going so far as to ignore 
court orders—to keep 
New Jerseyans from ac-
cessing critical federal 
resources for disaster 
preparedness,” said Act-
ing Attorney General 
Davenport. “The Trump 
Administration’s actions 
are as unconscionable 
as they are unlawful, 
and they will dramati-
cally increase the costs 
that hard-working New 
Jerseyans will bear 
when the next natural 
disaster strikes. Make 
no mistake: We will do 
everything in our power 
to protect these critical 
programs from unlawful 
attacks out of Washing-
ton.”
“By funding innovative 

and proactive flooding 
resilience projects, the 
BRIC program is criti-
cal to reducing the cost 
of post-disaster relief,” 
said Acting Department 
of Environmental Pro-
tection Commissioner 

Ed Potosnak. “We stand 
firmly with our partners 
from across the nation 
in fighting to ensure the 
continuation of this pro-
gram. I commend Act-
ing Attorney General 
Davenport and her team 
for helping us to protect 
lives and property while 
delivering on Governor 
Sherrill’s promise of ef-
ficiency and affordabili-
ty for the people of New 
Jersey.”
As outlined in today’s 

motion, the states have 
seen no signs that the 
Trump Administration 
has reversed the unlaw-
ful termination of the 
BRIC program. Projects 
that are ready to move 
forward remain stalled, 
and FEMA has been un-
able to provide any in-
formation or guidance. 
States have been unable 
to obtain any grant in-
formation or to move 
their projects from plan-
ning phases to construc-
tion phases.
Some communications 

from FEMA regional 
offices appear to indi-
cate that the agency may 
have unilaterally decid-
ed it can delay its imple-
mentation of the court’s 
order. In one instance, 
regional FEMA staff 
said they had no infor-
mation to share because 

of “ongoing litigation.” 
In another instance, an 
acting director told a 
state “that the situation 
is ‘wait and see’” and 
that there was a “litiga-
tion hold.” Today’s fil-
ing argues that these ex-
amples demonstrate that 
FEMA is actively delay-
ing compliance with the 
court’s order.
The December 2025 or-

der issued by the District 
Court affirmed the states’ 
position that FEMA’s 
decision to abruptly ter-
minate the BRIC pro-
gram contravenes Con-
gress’s decision to fund 
it, and that the Executive 
Branch has no lawful 
authority to unilaterally 
refuse to spend funds ap-
propriated by Congress. 
The order also conclud-
ed that FEMA’s actions 
violate the separation 
of powers, the Appro-
priations and Spending 
Clauses, and the Admin-
istrative Procedure Act.
The states now ask 

the court to enforce the 
December 11 order by 
requiring the federal 
government to make 
pre-disaster mitigation 
funds available as re-
quired by statute, com-
municate the status and 
next steps for current 
BRIC projects to the 
states, communicate the 

reversal of the BRIC ter-
mination to all relevant 
stakeholders, and file 
status reports with the 
court outlining any ac-
tions taken or planned to 
comply with the order.
The BRIC program 

supports often diffi-
cult-to-fund projects, 
such as constructing 
evacuation shelters and 
flood walls, safeguard-
ing utility grids against 
wildfires, protecting 
wastewater and drink-
ing water infrastructure, 
and fortifying bridges, 
roadways, and culverts. 
Over the past four years, 
FEMA has selected 
nearly 2,000 projects 
to receive roughly $4.5 
billion in BRIC funding 
nationwide.
Joining Acting Attor-

ney General Davenport 
in filing this motion are 
the attorneys general 
of Arizona, California, 
Colorado, Connecticut, 
Delaware, the District 
of Columbia, Illinois, 
Maine, Maryland, Mas-
sachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, New Mex-
ico, New York, North 
Carolina, Oregon, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, 
Wisconsin, and Wash-
ington, and the gover-
nors of the Common-
wealths of Kentucky 
and Pennsylvania.
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Flood Announces More Than $190,000 for 
Fire and EMS Companies in 138th District
Rep. Ann Flood 

(R-Northampton) is 
pleased to announce 17 
fire and EMS companies 
in the 138th Legislative 
District have been award-
ed more than $190,000 
in funding through the 
2025-26 Pennsylvania 
Fire Company and Emer-
gency Medical Services 
Grant Program.
“Our volunteer firefight-

ers and EMS personnel 
work tirelessly to protect 
our families, homes and 
businesses,” Flood said. 
“These grants provide es-
sential support to ensure 
these companies have 
the equipment, training 
and resources they need 
to continue serving our 
communities.”
Projects eligible for 

funding include construc-
tion or renovation of a 
fire or ambulance com-
pany facility, purchase 
or repair of equipment, 
training, recruitment and 
retention initiatives, pub-
lic education about fire 
prevention, and reduction 
of existing debt.
The following compa-

nies were awarded grants:
Blue Valley Rescue 

Squad (Fire), Bangor — 
$12,014.
Bushkill Township 

Volunteer Fire Compa-
ny (Fire), Nazareth — 
$14,075.
Columbia Fire Com-

pany (Fire), Roseto — 
$12,014.
Community Fire Com-

pany of Forks Town-
ship (Fire), Easton — 
$14,693.
East Bangor Volunteer 

Fire Company (Fire), 
East Bangor — $12,220.
Liberty Fire Compa-

ny (Fire), Bangor — 
$12,014.
Lookout Fire Company 

No. 1 of Pen Argyl (Fire), 
Pen Argyl — $12,014.
Lower Mount Bethel 

Sandts Eddy Fire Com-
pany Inc (Fire), Martins 
Creek — $12,838.
Mount Bethel Volun-

teer Fire Company Inc. 
(Fire), Mount Bethel — 
$13,457.
North Bangor Volunteer 

Fire Company (Fire), 
Bangor — $12,426.
Plainfield Township 

Volunteer Fire Compa-
ny (Fire), Wind Gap — 
$16,136.
Portland Hook and 

Ladder Company No. 
1 (Fire), Portland — 
$12,014.
Rescue Fire Company 

No. 1 (Fire), Bangor — 
$12,632.
Second Ward Fire Com-

pany (Fire), Bangor — 
$12,426.
Washington Township 

Volunteer Fire Com-
pany (Fire), Bangor — 
$14,075.
Wind Gap Ambulance 

Corps Inc. (EMS), Wind 
Gap — $10,000.
Wind Gap Fire Compa-

ny (Fire), Wind Gap — 
$12,426.
Companies must file a 

grant agreement with the 
Office of the State Fire 
Commissioner to receive 
their funding. The fund-
ing program was created 
by the General Assembly 
and is supported through 
gaming proceeds. It 
is administered by the 
Pennsylvania Emergen-
cy Management Agen-
cy, with the application 
process handled through 
the Office of the State 
Fire Commissioner. All 
companies that apply and 
meet program require-
ments receive funding.

The Hackettstown 
Business Improvement 
District, in partnership 
with the Hackettstown 
Area Senior Hall of 
Fame committee, is 
currently seeking nomi-
nations for the Hackett-
stown Area Senior Hall 
of Fame Class of 2026. 
The Hackettstown 

Area Senior Hall of 
Fame was established 
in 1997 to recognize in-
dividuals aged 60 and 
above who reside in 
the Hackettstown area/
Northwest New Jersey 
region and have made 
a significant impact in 
the lives of others in the 
community, primarily 
through volunteerism. 
Since its inception, over 
274 members have been 
inducted into the Hack-
ettstown Area Senior 
Hall of Fame. 
Individuals who are 

60 years of age or older 
as of January 1, 2026, 
are eligible to be nom-
inated, and nominations 
should include ample 
details of the nominee’s 
volunteer activities and 
accomplishments. In-
clusion of up to two 
supplemental testimoni-

Nominations Sought For Hackettstown, NJ, 
Area 2026 Senior Hall Of Fame

als and/or letters of rec-
ommendation is also en-
couraged. Nomination 
forms must be received 
by Friday, February 27 
to be considered by the 
selection committee.  
Those selected for 

membership in the 
Hackettstown Area Se-
nior Hall of Fame Class 
of 2026 will be recog-
nized during a celebra-
tion luncheon and cer-
emony in May, Older 
Americans Month. This 
year’s luncheon will 
be held on Wednesday, 
May 27, from 12-2 pm 
at David’s Country Inn 

in Hackettstown.
Sponsorships are also 

available now, and in-
clude various media op-
portunities, making this 
event an ideal opportu-
nity to promote a busi-
ness or organization.  
For complete infor-

mation about the event, 
including nomination 
guidelines, sponsor-
ship opportunities, and 
luncheon reservations, 
please visit www.hack-
ettstownbid.com, or 
email socialmedia@
hackettstownbid.com or 
director@hackettstown-
bid.com.
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BRUNCH
S U N DAY   M A R C H  8  |   1 0A M  –  2 P MT H

E G G S  B E N E D I CT ( 2  E G G S )  
C O M E S  W I T H  T OA S T  &  H O M E  F R I E S   

JERSEY BENEDICT 
Taylor Ham | Hash Brown |
Spicy Hollandaise

REGULAR BENEDICT 
Canadian Bacon | English
Muffin | Hollandaise Sauce 

LOBSTER BENEDICT
1.2 Lobster Tail | Lobster
Hollandaise

MARY N THE BOYS
Original Bloody Mary with House

Vodka | Bacon | Two Shrimp

BLOODY MARIA 
Original Bloody Mary with

House Tequila & a Pork Tamale 

BLOODY BULL 

Original Bloody Mary with
 House Vodka, Au Jus Sauce 

&  Cowboy Crouton 

$15.00

$15.00

$22.00

$20.00

$18.00

$18.00

S TA R T E R S

$16.00
SEASONAL FRUIT BOWL
Mix Of The Freshest Fruits Of The Season

$6.00

SCONE TRIO

Blueberry | Rasin | Cinnamon With
Strawberry Jam & Lemon Curd

$16.00

S I D E S
Bacon
Sausage
Taylor Ham
Corn Beef Hash
Pastrami
Homefries
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Clams on a Half Shell 
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$12.00

HEMINGWAY BENEDICT
Housecured Salmon Pastrami |
English Muffin |  Hollandaise

$19.00

BRUNCH
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BRUNCH
S W E E T  B I T E S

CRANBERRY FOCASIA FRENCH
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CHICKEN N WAFFLES 
Hot Honey 

BUTTERMILK PANCAKES 

Banana, Chocolate Chips,
Stawberry, Blueberry 
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$11.00

45 State Route 94 
Blairstown NJ, 07825

E N T R E E S

Call For Reservations 
908-854-5300

TOPPINGS $2.00 Each

FA R M  F R E S H  E G G S
C O M E S  W I T H  T OA S T  &  H O M E  F R I E S  

2 EGGS 
Any Style 
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CREATE YOUR OWN OMELET
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$2.00 Each

3 Pieces 
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ducks and pintails to 
snow geese and tundra 
swans – have been bot-
tled up farther south by 
cold weather and frozen 
conditions here. Timing 
is important for these 
and other birds returning 
to their breeding grounds 
because arriving late 
means delayed nesting. 
But they also can’t make 
the demanding journey 
if food and resting areas 

FLU
Continued from page 1

along their route are too 
hard to come by, as hap-
pens when conditions are 
harsh. As Pennsylvania 
continues to thaw out, 
though, migrating birds 
will begin showing up.
Snow geese often come 

to mind when talking 
about migration because 
they flock in large num-
bers and attract much at-
tention when they come 
through Pennsylvania 
on their way to the Arc-
tic. The Game Com-
mission’s Middle Creek 
Wildlife Management 
Area, on the border of 

Lebanon and Lancaster 
counties, is a key stop for 
migrating snow geese, in 
some years hosting more 
than 100,000 of them. 
Snow geese have just be-
gun showing up at Mid-
dle Creek, and more will 
follow.
Wild birds are natural 

carriers of avian influ-
enza viruses and bird 
migration enables the 
disease to be spread over 
vast distances. The dis-
ease also can be spread 
by legal and illegal 
movement of infected 
birds, poultry products, 

contaminated materials, 
equipment and vehicles 
if appropriate biosecu-
rity precautions are not 
taken.
Aside from waterfowl 

and shorebirds, avian in-
fluenza viruses can sig-
nificantly impact wild 
poultry such as turkeys 
and grouse, raptors such 
as hawks and eagles, and 
other avian scavengers, 
such as crows and ra-
vens. Birds infected with 
highly pathogenic avi-
an influenza can exhibit 
neurologic signs, such as 
swimming or walking in 
circles, tilting their heads 
in an unnatural position, 
tremoring, seizing or 
having difficulty flying.
Infected birds shed the 

virus in their feces and 
saliva, and the disease 
can impact other mam-
mals, including humans. 
The public should avoid 
contacting wild birds or 
their feces. The Game 
Commission does not 
advise that the public 
handle any abnormal, in-
jured, sick or dead wild-
life unless authorized to 
do so.
Waterfowl and upland 

bird hunters are encour-
aged to continue partic-
ipating in open seasons, 
but should take precau-
tions while handling and 
dressing birds. These 
include wearing nitrile 
gloves, protective eye 
wear, and a mask. Fol-

lowing any hunt, make 
it a point to practice 
good hygiene, includ-
ing washing hands and 
any clothing used in the 
process of dressing game 
that may contain blood 
or feces. Also never han-
dle wildlife that is sick or 
displaying signs of sick-
ness. Instead, report it to 
the Game Commission. 
Hunting dogs can also 
be protected from the vi-
rus by preventing them 
from contracting or con-
suming wild bird feces 
or environmental water 
that may contain bird fe-
ces, and preventing them 
from contacting sick or 
found dead wild birds 
(i.e., non-harvested).
Good hygiene is also 

recommended in main-
taining backyard bird-
feeders. While avian 
influenza typically does 
not affect bird species 
that frequent birdfeeders 
– and there’s no prohi-
bition on feeding birds 
during the outbreak  – 
birdfeeders and bird 
baths should be emptied 
every couple of weeks, 
washed with soapy wa-
ter, rinsed, then disinfect-
ed with a 10% household 
bleach solution before 
refilling (either allow a 
10-minute contact time 
before rinsing or allow to 
air dry). Any spilled seed 
should also be cleaned 
up to mitigate disease 
spread.

If noticing multiple sick 
or dead birds over a short 
period of time, taking 
feeders down and emp-
tying bird baths helps en-
sure a potential outbreak 
is not made worse.
Pennsylvanians who 

raise captive wild birds, 
domestic backyard poul-
try, or are involved in 
commercial poultry op-
erations, meanwhile, 
should review their bi-
osecurity plans to protect 
their flocks. The USDA 
offers free biosecurity in-
formation on its website.
Any sick or dead do-

mestic birds should be 
reported to Pennsylvania 
Department of Agricul-
ture at 717-772-2852. 
If you have had contact 
with sick or dead birds 
and are not feeling well, 
contact your primary 
care physician or the 
Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Health at 877-
724-3258.
And everyone should 

always observe wildlife 
from a safe distance, 
avoid contacting surfac-
es that may be contam-
inated with feces from 
wild or domestic birds, 
and refrain from han-
dling wildlife unless you 
are hunting, trapping, or 
otherwise authorized to 
do so.
More information about 

avian influenza is avail-
able through the Game 
Commission’s website.
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LOBB’S ROOFING & SIDINGLOBB’S ROOFING & SIDING
LOW COST ROOFING SYSTEMLOW COST ROOFING SYSTEM

Barry Lobb
Free Estimates

Barry Lobb
Free Estimates

P: 610-588-7452   C: 610-533-9454   F: 610-588-9192

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SLATE ∙ METAL ∙ SHINGLES
GOODYEAR RUBBER ROOFS

5” & 6” ALUMINUM
SEAMLESS GUTTERS

Photos by Dale Young/The 
Free Weekly Press

North Warren (21) VS Boonton (57) Senior Night Wrestling

Conor Hallowich with  his parents,
 Todd and Kerry, and his brother, Aiden

Killian Donnelly with his parents, Krista and 
Jonathan, his step father, Justin, and his 

brother Caleb

Jackson Foehr with his father, Jake, his step 
mother, Becky, his mother, Jamie, his step 

father, Steve, and his siblings

Trey Zebrun with his parents,
Mike and Brooke

See A Live Video From This Event On Our Facebook!
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Join Us for Live Music
Sat., Feb. 28th: Not My Fault

and Sat., March 7th: PuSH

Hello, fellow readers,    
     Susan from Blair-

stown, NJ, shared what 
many of us are feeling: 
“Spring can’t come soon 
enough. A friend re-
minded me that this hard 
winter is long overdue 
—that it curbs the bad 
bugs. I hope ticks are on 

that list!”
     Don’t we all hope so. 

But ticks, like many  in-
sects, are remarkably re-
silient. They tuck them-
selves beneath leaf litter 
and snow cover, which 
acts like a thermal blan-
ket, and enter a state of 
diapause—conserving 
energy while waiting for 
warmer temperatures to 
return. Under a foot of 
snow, soil temperatures 
often hover close to thir-
ty-two degrees, even 
while the air above is bit-
terly cold.
     Susan’s question 

leads to a bigger con-
versation — one I found 
myself immersed in 
at the NJ Nursery and 
Landscape Association’s 
Total Pro Expo. 
      Steven Rettke 

of Rutgers Coopera-
tive Extension gave a 

Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary?

Mary E. Stone
Stone Associates

Landscape Design
& Consulting,
Blairstown, NJ

talk titled:  “Backyard 
Beneficials: Inviting 
Insects into the Land-
scape.”  (But not ticks, 
thank you very much.) 
     It’s astounding to 

learn that while about 
2% of insects in North 
America are exotic, 
meaning they come from 
other countries, nearly 
half of our major pest in-
sects are exotic, such as 
the Spotted Lantern Fly 
and Emerald Ash Borer, 
devastating trees. 
     But most insects be-

long here. They are part 
of a balanced, living 
web. What we consid-
er “bad bugs” are also 
food.  And predators 
need prey. Lady beetles, 
Lacewings, Hoverflies, 
Assassin bugs, Minute 
pirate bugs, Predatory 
mites, to name a few. 
They often prevent pest 
outbreaks.  And they 
work for free. Unless, 
of course, we uninten-
tionally kill them with 
broad-spectrum pesti-
cides. It’s such a clear 

cause-and-effect. We 
want fewer pests, and 
some people spray, kill-
ing the very allies doing 
the work for us. 
      We can design land-

scapes that invite benefi-
cial insects by Increasing 
Plant and Habitat Diver-
sity, providing Nectar 
and Pollen, and Increas-
ing Habitat Stability. 
Simple landscapes (low 
in plant diversity, with 
lots of space between 
plants) tend to be hot, 
dry, and sunny and are 
more prone to pest out-
breaks.
     Complex landscapes, 

rich in plant diversity 
and layered with native 
plants, with wall-to-wall 
color and textures (as I 
like to design), are cool-
er, moister, and shadi-
er. The dense plantings, 
layered vegetation, and 
diverse flowering plants 
create shelter, food, and 
stability.
     Steve shared encour-

aging research showing 
that, after 10 to 15 years, 
diverse urban landscapes 
often stop experiencing 
major pest outbreaks.  In 
fact, over ninety percent 
of plants in mature land-
scapes are essentially 
pest-free.  Not because 
homeowners fought us-
ing nasty chemicals. 
But because balance had 
time to grow.
     Another beautiful 

reminder from Steve’s 
slides: “Flowers are not 
just decoration. They are 
invitations.”
     Steve, a self-pro-

fessed non-plant expert, 
provided a list of flow-
ering herbs and wild-
flowers that produce 
abundant nectar & pol-
len. Some of which are 
native plants such as 
Goldenrod, Giant Sun-
flower, Purple Cone-
flower, Blazing Star, and 

Purple Stem Angelica. 
(Check out the post—In-
viting Beneficial Garden 
Guests on AskMaryS-
tone.com—for a com-
plete list.) 
     He wrapped up with 

a slide of  Bioration-
al Pesticides derived 
from natural sources 
that break down quickly 
and target specific pests, 
suppressing them rather 
than eradicating them, 
with far less impact on 
non-targeted organisms. 
Among them is my go-to 
Neem Oil.
     Even when pest con-

trol becomes necessary, 
the message remains 
the same: Choose bio-
rational approaches that 
protect beneficial life 
whenever possible — 
horticultural oils, insec-
ticidal soaps, biological 
products, and carefully 
selected treatments com-
patible with pollinators 
because the goal is not 
to eradicate them, but to 
encourage harmony.
     Driving home from 

the landscape show, 
I passed winter-farm 
fields resting beneath 
snow and thought about 
how this conversation 
mirrors our lives. We 
try to eliminate every 
discomfort, frustration, 
or unwelcome presence. 
But nature shows us 
something wiser.
     Balance doesn’t come 

from removal. It comes 
from relationships, from 
diversity, and the pa-
tience of allowing time 
for harmony to take root. 
So, it’s not about getting 
rid of bad things. It’s 
how to propagate more 
of the good things.
     Kindness. Beauty. 

More life. More love.
Garden Dilemmas?
AskMaryStone.com  or 

tune in on your favor-
ite Podcast App.
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Did You Know...Our Most Recent  
Editions Are Just A Click Away!

Follow Us Online at: 
thepressnewsonline.com and on Facebook!

Debbie Pettinari
Providing Insurance & Financial Services

Agent

106 S. Broadway
Wind Gap, PA 18091

Bus: 610-881-4433
Fax: 610-881-4432
Cell: 484-695-8070

Miracle Ear Miracle Ear Center

If your husband won’t listen,
bring him to me!

Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)
1619 N. Ninth Street, 

Stroudsburg, PA 18360
570-476-9949
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Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-588-3383
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US FOR ALL YOUR US FOR ALL YOUR 

LOCAL NEWS NEEDS!LOCAL NEWS NEEDS!

Congressman Tom 
Kean, Jr. (NJ-07) pre-
sented $560,000 in fed-
eral funding to Wash-
ington Township in 
Morris County to support 
long-overdue renovations 
for the police department 
headquarters. Kean se-
cured this funding through 
the FY2026 Community 
Project Funding process 
to directly support local 
law enforcement and 
modernize critical public 
safety infrastructure.
Constructed in 1996, 

the police department 
building now requires 
significant upgrades to 
remain fully operational 
for officers and the pub-
lic. Due to the building’s 
age and wear, renova-
tions are needed for the 
roof, HFAC system, and 
parking lot. 
The police headquarters 

serves as a hub for pub-
lic safety operations, in-
cluding educational pro-
grams, licensing services, 
and Office of Emergency 
Management services. In 
addition to serving Wash-
ington Township, the de-
partment also provides 
full-service police cover-
age to Califon Borough. 
These improvements will 
enhance working con-
ditions for officers and 
ensure the building can 
continue meeting the sur-
rounding community’s 
public safety needs.  
“Our police officers 

make incredible sacrifices 
every day to protect our 
communities. I secured 
$560,000 for Washington 
Township to ensure their 
police force has a work-
place that is both safe and 
up to modern standards,” 
said Congressman Tom 
Kean, Jr. “This invest-
ment will strengthen 
public safety infrastruc-
ture and support the de-
partment for decades to 
come. I remain steadfast 
in my commitment to the 

safety and security of our 
families, our neighbor-
hoods, and the dedicated 
men and women of law 
enforcement.” 
“We are very fortunate 

to have strong work-
ing relationships with 
our elected leaders, and 
Congressman Kean has 
worked hard advocating 
for our residents,” said 
Washington Township 
Mayor Michael Marino. 
“This funding will go a 
long way towards repair-
ing and improving our 
police department. As an 
agricultural community, 
it can be challenging to 
manage our budget, espe-
cially as one of the largest 
municipalities in Morris 
County. Because of that, 
every extra dollar truly 
makes a difference for our 
residents. We are incredi-
bly appreciative of the 
time and effort Congress-
man Kean put into help-
ing us secure this grant.”
“One of the most im-

portant things for our 
constituents is having 
good working relation-
ships at every level of 
government — from the 
municipality all the way 
up to the federal level,” 
said Washington Town-
ship Vice-Mayor Mat-
thew Murello. “We had 
the opportunity to apply 
for a grant to address a 
critical need that never 
quite makes it into our 
local budget. This fund-
ing is tremendous. It will 
bring our police depart-
ment’s building up to the 
same quality as the offi-
cers who serve in it, and 
we could not have done 
it without the Congress-
man - so thank you.”
“I want to thank Con-

gressman Kean, Mayor 
Marino, and Vice-May-
or Murello for bringing 
this together — it truly 
means a great deal to our 
department,” said Wash-
ington Township Chief 

NJ Congressman Kean Delivers $560,000 to Washington Township for Police 
Department Renovations

of Police Jeffrey Almer. 
“Our building is nearly 
30 years old and we are 
facing some structural 
issues, so this funding is 
incredibly significant for 
us.”
“We appreciate Con-

gressman Kean securing 
$560,000 in Community 
Project Funding to ad-
dress necessary repairs 
and improvements at the 
Washington Township 
Police Department,” 
said Morris County 
Commissioner Director 
Stephen Shaw. “This 
funding will support 
critical renovations to 
the roof, HVAC system 
and parking lot, helping 
ensure the department 
can continue supporting 
Morris County and its 
residents at a high level 
through policing, emer-
gency management and 
other essential services 
residents rely on every 
day. Morris County is 
home to some of the saf-
est communities in the 
state, thanks to the ded-
ication and profession-
alism our law enforce-
ment officers and first 

responders demonstrate 
around the clock.”
“Through the efforts 

of Congressman Kean 
and Washington Town-
ship, this $560,000 fed-
eral grant was made 
possible. We are very 
appreciative and thank 
Congressman Kean for 
supporting our police,” 
said Morris County 
Sheriff James Gannon. 
“The Washington Town-
ship Police Department 
is exceptional, and these 
renovations will allow 
them to provide even 
better services to the 
public.”
“Once again, Con-

gressman Kean has de-
livered for our district,” 
said New Jersey Assem-
blyman Michael Ingana-
mort (LD-24). “By bring-
ing more of our federal 
tax dollars back home, we 
can ensure the Washing-
ton Township Police De-
partment has the modern 
equipment and upgraded 
facilities to continue pro-
tecting and serving resi-
dents. I’m grateful for this 
strong partnership and 
our shared commitment 

to public safety through-

Washington Township Committeeman Bill Roehrich, Committeeman 
Walter Curioni, Morris County Commissioner Deborah Smith, Coun-
ty Clerk Ann Grossi, Esq., Assemblyman Michael Inganamort, Coun-
ty Surrogate Heather Darling, Washington Township Vice-Mayor 
Matthew Murello, Congressman Tom Kean, Jr., Mayor Michael Mari-
no, Chief Jeffrey Almer, County Sheriff James Gannon, Washington 
Township Police Officers

out Northwest New Jer-
sey.”
Since taking office, Con-

gressman Tom Kean, 
Jr. has secured over $12 
million for police depart-
ments across New Jer-
sey’s Seventh Congres-
sional District through the 
Community Project Fund-
ing process, demonstrat-
ing a consistent, tangible 
commitment to backing 
the blue with real resourc-
es. Kean remains steadfast 
in ensuring local law en-
forcement officers receive 
the support and equipment 
necessary to keep our 
communities safe.
All 15 projects that Con-

gressman Kean was allot-
ted for the FY2026 Com-
munity Project Funding 
process have now passed 
the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives.
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610-863-6670 | 510 E. Main St., Pen Argyl

Dine-In   •   Take-Out   •   Delivery    •   Catering Available
(95¢ Delivery Fee)....Call for Delivery Range

 Monday-Thursday
2 Large Plain Pizza

$25.95*
Pick-Up or Delivery ONLY. Toppings Extra.

*Cannot combine with any 
other offers. Must present 

coupons. 

$5 OFF
$30*

“Balancing Wildlife And Agriculture” Joint Town Hall Meeting Held At Great American 
Outdoor Show

In continuing joint ef-
forts to provide solutions 
surrounding wildlife 
crop damage, the Penn-
sylvania Department of 
Agriculture, Pennsylva-
nia Game Commission, 
Pennsylvania Farm Bu-
reau, and Hunters Shar-
ing the Harvest held their 
third town hall meeting 
on Wednesday, Feb. 11, 
2026, at the Great Amer-
ican Outdoor Show in 
Harrisburg to share up-
dates, including more 
opportunities for hunters, 
landowners, and farmers 
to work together.
The panel featured 

Pennsylvania Secretary 
of Agriculture Russell 
Redding, Pennsylva-
nia Game Commission 
Deputy Executive Di-
rector Dave Gustafson 
and Landowner Engage-
ment and Hunting Access 
Manager Tyler Stroheck-
er, Pennsylvania Farm 
Bureau President Chris 
Hoffman, and Hunters 
Sharing the Harvest Ex-
ecutive Director Randy 
Ferguson.
This was the third pub-

lic meeting between this 
group of stakeholders, 
the previous two were 
held in 2025 in response 
to urgent concerns and 
reports of increased deer 
pressure on agriculture 
crops across the state. 
Farmers and landowners 
in many cases depend on 
hunters to manage deer 
on their properties and 
limit crop losses, in turn 
providing hunters with 
opportunities to hunt and 
fill tags.
“Wildlife belongs to all 

residents of the Com-
monwealth,” said Game 
Commission Deputy Ex-
ecutive Director Dave 
Gustafson. “Due to the 

work and support of this 
group, the Game Com-
mission has been able 
to implement creative 
and successful pathways 
to address wildlife crop 
damage, while keeping 
hunters on the front lines 
of managing healthy wild-
life populations. From ex-
panding Sunday Hunting 
opportunities, to working 
to expand more statewide 
opportunities for our Cer-
tified Hunter Program and 
Agricultural Deer Control 
Program, we’ve accom-
plished a lot in a little 
more than a year’s time.”
Act 36 of 2025 repealed 

the ban on Sunday hunt-
ing in Pennsylvania and 
gave the Game Commis-
sion full authorization 
to provide Sunday hunt-
ing opportunities. In the 
2025-26 hunting season, 
13 Sundays were open to 
deer hunters to fill tags. 
With many farmers re-
lying on hunters to help 
manage deer on their 
properties, the additional 
hunting opportunities are 
mutually beneficial.
“When wildlife pres-

sures threaten farm via-
bility, collaboration is the 
solution,” said Pennsyl-
vania Secretary of Agri-
culture Russell Redding. 
“From updating Pennsyl-
vania’s Sunday hunting 
law to investing addition-
al funding to get venison 
into our food banks, the 
Shapiro administration is 
partnering with the PGC 
to deliver real, com-
monsense solutions that 
support farmers, expand 
opportunities for hunters, 
and help feed Pennsylva-
nians in need. By bring-
ing farmers, landowners, 
hunters, and conserva-
tion partners to the same 
table, we’re protecting 

crops, strengthening our 
agricultural economy, 
and ensuring working 
farms remain viable for 
generations to come.”
The Game Commission 

is continuing its work to 
expand programs to help 
farmers and landowners 
better meet their deer 
management goals. At its 
meeting on Jan. 24, 2026, 
the Pennsylvania Board 
of Game Commission-
ers voted to preliminarily 
approve regulations to 
guide the agency’s Cer-
tified Hunter Program, 
which connects hunt-
ers and landowners as 
a means of addressing 
crop-damage concerns. 
The program launched 
last year in the Southwest 
Region and is expected 
to expand statewide in 
2026.
The board also prelim-

inarily voted at its Jan-
uary meeting to expand 
the Agricultural Deer 
Control Program, com-
monly known as the Ag 
Tag program. The pro-
gram enables landowners 
to enlist the aid of hunt-
ers in removing antler-
less deer from agricul-
tural lands. If approved, 
hunters would be able to 
use any devices autho-
rized for hunting deer in 
the regular firearms sea-
son during the Ag Tag 
season. Additionally, the 
limit was removed on 
the number of Ag Tags a 
hunter can receive. The 
preliminarily approved 
regulations for both the 
expansion of the Certi-
fied Hunter Program and 
the Ag Tag Program will 
be brought back up to the 
board’s April meeting for 
a final vote.
“Pennsylvania Farm 

Bureau is thankful for 

the opportunity to con-
tinue working alongside 
the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission to find equi-
table solutions to mitigate 
crop damage, and to have 
more tools and resources 
available to our farmers 
to improve their opera-
tions,” said Pennsylvania 
Farm Bureau President 
Chris Hoffman. “We 
greatly appreciate the 
collaborative efforts that 
led to legislation that was 
signed into law last year 
to help farmers combat 
crop damage. We are also 
elated to be able to con-
tinue to collaborate with 
the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission on the de-
velopment of the Cer-
tified Hunter Program. 
These discussions are 
vital to finding adequate 
solutions to wildlife is-
sues that our farmers face 
every day. We are excit-
ed to continue to partner 
with industry stakehold-
ers to drive meaningful 
change to allow our farm-
ers to thrive.”
Due, in part, to the in-

creased opportunities for 
hunters to fill tags, Hunt-
ers Sharing the Harvest 
has continued to see re-
cord breaking numbers 
of venison being donated 
through cooperating pro-
cessors across the state. 
During the 2024-25 sea-
son, hunters set an all-
time high venison dona-
tion record with 283,789 
pounds donated from 
7,855 deer. That equates 
to approximately 1.1 
million servings of lean, 
nutritious venison being 
shared with food-inse-
cure Pennsylvanians.
In fiscal year 2025/26, 

the Game Commission 
has provided a total of 
$250,000 to Hunters 
Sharing the Harvest, 
including $150,000 in 

new funds to support an 
increased need for deer 
processing for deer har-
vested through the Ag-
ricultural Deer Control 
Program and organiza-
tional capacity building.
Governor Josh Shapiro’s 

bipartisan 2025-26 bud-
get invested $500,000 
to support the program 
through the Pennsylva-
nia Department of Agri-
culture’s Bureau of Food 
Assistance. These funds 
support the processing 
and transport of donated 
venison to food banks, 
food pantries, and other 
charitable feeding orga-
nizations throughout the 
Commonwealth. This 
funding comes at a crit-
ical time, as food prices 
remain high, and food 
banks across Pennsyl-
vania continue to report 
increased demand, and 
federal funding has sig-
nificantly decreased.  The 
Shapiro administration 
has responded swiftly to 
protect food access and 
security in the Common-
wealth, ranging from 
legal actions protecting 

farmers to issuing a di-
saster declaration, direct-
ing $5 million for the 
immediate purchase of 
food through the PASS 
program to support food 
banks serving all 67 
counties.
“Hunters Sharing the 

Harvest exists at the in-
tersection of wildlife 
management and food 
security,” said Hunters 
Sharing the Harvest Ex-
ecutive Director Randy 
Ferguson. “When hunt-
ers help farmers manage 
deer populations, they’re 
not only protecting 
crops, they are provid-
ing millions of servings 
of nutritious venison to 
Pennsylvanians in need. 
This partnership ensures 
conservation, agricul-
ture, and community all 
benefit.”
The panel answered 

questions from hunters 
and people in attendance, 
both live and watch-
ing online. To view the 
town hall meeting, visit 
the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission’s YouTube 
channel.
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TREE WORK

Craig Wickett 

TRIMMING - REMOVAL - STORM DAMAGE - FIREWOOD
STUMP GRINDING - CHIPPING - WE DO SLATE REPAIRS!

Free Estimates | Fully Insured

CraigWickettTreeWork.com

For Fast Service, Call:
H: 610-599-6882
C: 610-442-2996

75ft
BUCKET

TRUCK
75ft

BUCKET
TRUCK

24 Hr. Emergency
Storm Damage Service

Call for Discount

A BUDGET FRIENDLY WAY TO 
PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS WITH US

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ONLINE ONLY ADVERTISING!

Run your business on our website
only, in our featured ads section,

for as little as $15/week
Larger ads are $25/week

Contact Melissa to get started!
thepressads@gmail.com

LET’S TALK ADVERTISING!LET’S TALK ADVERTISING!

Warren County Commu-
nity College and a innova-
tive regional hub for food 
processing have been 
awarded nearly $980,000 
federal grant for a sophis-
ticated facility that will 
train workers in the use of 
the farming sector’s lat-
est technology and tech-
niques while supporting 
and growing the agricul-
ture industry in the region.
U.S. Rep Tom Kean Jr. 

and U.S. Sen Cory Book-
er gave their support to the 
grant for the food process-
ing facility as it first was 
imagined by college and 
community leaders, and 
now the funding has been 
included in appropriations 
requested by Kean and 
approved by President 
Trump last week.
The Northwest Food 

Processing and Innova-
tion Center (NFPIC) grew 
from a collaboration be-
tween Warren President 
Will Austin and local 
entrepreneur and farmer 
Richard Cotton, who has 
been a leader in finding 
ways to make the rich 
northwest New Jersey 
farmland even more valu-
able with new thinking 
about agriculture, technol-
ogy and social trends.
The two wanted to find 

new ways to train workers 
for jobs of the future by 
providing training in the 
latest cutting-edge tech-
nology – while supporting 
the farmers and agricul-
ture industry in the region.
“I am thrilled to deliv-

er  over $900,000 in fed-
eral funding for Warren 
County Community Col-
lege’s Agricultural Educa-
tional and Training Cen-
ter,” Kean said. “I toured 
the site with President 
Austin, and it is clear this 
is exactly the kind of stra-
tegic workforce invest-
ment our region needs.”

He noted that the facil-
ity “will serve as both a 
technology incubator and 
workforce training hub 
while also providing local 
farms with the accessible 
processing partner they 
need to thrive”. 
“Ultimately, this invest-

ment will bring good-pay-
ing jobs, career opportu-
nities, and access to fresh, 
locally grown food to 
families right here in War-
ren County,” he said.
Austin said Cotton has 

been the key figure in the 
development of NFPIC 
and saw the merit of col-
laboration to fill a need in 
the farming sector and in 
the workforce.
“Richard Cotton and 

the Northwest Food Pro-
cessing Innovation Cen-
ter have been paving the 
way for the development 
of this facility, bringing 
together leaders in agri-
culture, government and 
business to create a plan 
that has gained this im-
portant federal support,” 
Austin said. 
He noted that Warren’s 

nationally recognized 
drone and robotics pro-
gram, and its recent move 
to provide precision agri-
culture training, puts the 
college in a perfect posi-
tion to make this connec-
tion to NFPIC.
“Our students and those 

in other colleges and vo-
cational programs at the 
high school level who are 
interested in agriculture, 
technology, business – in-
cluding processing, mar-
keting and distribution 
– and culinary science 
will be able to get hands-
on training at this facility 
and move into jobs where 
workers are desperately 
needed.
The proposed center will 

benefit the region’s live-
stock producers who lack 

a facility to process their 
cows and pigs in New 
Jersey and must use op-
erations in Pennsylvania 
that have limited capacity, 
Cotton said.
“This facility provides a 

major piece of agricultur-
al infrastructure that has 
been lacking for decades,” 
he said. “The project is 
critical to the region’s ag-
ricultural and economic 
future and is strongly sup-
ported by the area farming 
community, county and 
municipal governments 
and regional colleges and 
vo-tech programs.”
He noted that a regional 

processing facility will en-
able farmers in the North-
west New Jersey region 
to expand their livestock 
operations or to create 
new operations and serve 
other farmers as it grows 
knowledge and resources 
about the latest ways to 
make farms more produc-
tive, efficient and friendly 
to the environment
“Lands that are current-

ly deep tilled for corn, 
soybean and other com-
modity crops could po-
tentially simultaneously 
accommodate livestock 
grazing, which can benefit 
the agriculture sector and 
have considerable envi-
ronmental benefits, for 
example,” he said.
Plans call for the facility 

to be located in Oxford 
on county-owned prop-
erty that was previously 
the site of the incinerator 
that was taken out of com-
mission in 2019 and de-
stroyed in 2024. NFPIC is 
working with the county 
to potentially use the for-
mer site of the incinerator.
Warren County Com-

munity College has been 
on the cutting edge of 
precision agriculture with 
its drone and robotics 
training through Warren-

Food Processing Hub And Warren CC Receive $980,000 Grant For New Center
UAS and is continuing 
to develop agriculture 
and technology offerings 
by meshing the two to 
address various stages of 
food production.
“We will continue to 

find new ways to increase 
yields through artificial 
intelligence and precision 
agriculture, but we also 
must work hand-in-hand 
with our local agricultur-
al producers like Richard 
to develop and get more 
product to market at com-
petitive levels that both 
sustain existing farms and 
encourage the broadening 
of future opportunities,” 
Austin said.
Cotton said young peo-

ple have long been dis-
couraged from agricultur-
al careers, but these new 
technological advances 
coupled with concerns 
about supply chain lim-
its and climate modifi-
cations are creating a re-
ality where farming and 
food production can offer 
exciting careers and be 
among our nation’s most 
important high-tech in-
dustries. 
The new federal fund-

ing will support the first 
stages of the project ex-
pected to cost $10 million 
and eventually employ 37 
workers and offer class-

room space and access to 
the facility for students. 
Cotton noted that the 
project received $150,000 
in support from the New 
Jersey Highlands Council 
and that other private and 
public funding streams 
are being explored, noting 
that interest in the facility 
has been high.
“Leaders in the region 

can see how this facility 
will benefit farmers, stu-
dents and consumers, and 
we’ve gotten excellent 
feedback about the plan,” 
Cotton said.	
The non-profit NFPIC 

was established by Cot-
ton and other leaders in 
agriculture and business 
in the region to build re-
generative agriculture 
and sustainability which 
allows for soil health, wa-
ter conservation and bio-
diversity. Its focus is also 
on local food systems and 
food security along with 
education and training to 
“empower the next gen-
eration with the skills for 
agricultural innovation 
and sustainable food sys-
tems.”
It is also critical for us to 

build partnerships like the 
one with Warren County 
Community College and 
the Warren County gov-
ernment, which can bene-

fit those entities and their 
students and constituents.
Austin says his goal is 

to have students graduate 
who understand safe and 
efficient robotic and AI 
use, coupled with the fun-
damentals of farming and 
the way the two mesh. Be-
yond that, through NFPIC 
he hopes to offer training 
in new ways to handle 
food production with new 
techniques – and even de-
liver it more efficiently.
“We have built a struc-

ture where cutting-edge 
research in precision ag-
riculture can take place 
– where our students and 
people working in agri-
culture can find new ways 
to use this technology,” 
he says. “But I want our 
students to have an oppor-
tunity to access this food 
production and process-
ing sector with the newest 
skills using the latest tech-
nology.”
Cotton, whose family has 

been in the county for five 
generations, has seen the 
area farmland shift over 
time, moving out of pro-
duction as development 
grew and being overtaken 
by commodity farming 
that produces largely corn 
and soybeans as feed for 
animals, at facilities often 
located out of the region.

Have You Recently Lost A Loved One?
We run obituaries to help spread the word to We run obituaries to help spread the word to 
the community about the services for your the community about the services for your 

beloved family members.beloved family members.  

Contact Us at: thepressads@gmail.comContact Us at: thepressads@gmail.com
for details on pricingfor details on pricing
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Cleaning
Residential & Commercial

Senior Citizen & Veteran Discounts
FREE ESTIMATES

Formerly Woody’s Window Cleaning

Craig’s WindoCraig’s Windo

CALL TODAY: 484-837-6206CALL TODAY: 484-837-6206
Serving Northampton, Lehigh, Monroe & Carbon CountiesServing Northampton, Lehigh, Monroe & Carbon Counties

Fully Insured & Licensed

C: 484-515-1134

Tom Ahearn Electric

PA Reg. #PA058650

Electric Generator Installation
Light Carpentry - Painting - Home Repairs

& Home Improvement

Residential/Commercial Electric

610-588-6790

The East Bangor UMC Church welcomes you to a FREE “Chicken Bacon Ranch The East Bangor UMC Church welcomes you to a FREE “Chicken Bacon Ranch 
Casserole” Dinner on Sunday, March 1st, from 4:00 to 4:30 p.m.  This is Casserole” Dinner on Sunday, March 1st, from 4:00 to 4:30 p.m.  This is 

 TAKE-OUT only at 136 W. Central Ave. (Rt. 512), East Bangor, PA  (www.ebumc.org) TAKE-OUT only at 136 W. Central Ave. (Rt. 512), East Bangor, PA  (www.ebumc.org)

North Warren (53) vs Veritas Christian Academy (33) Girls Basketball
Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

See A Live Video 

From This Event On 

Our Facebook!
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64 Rt. 46 Delaware, NJ • 908-475-0060 • 610-888-6613

Hunter’s Lodge Restaurant & MotelHunter’s Lodge Restaurant & Motel

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Steamed
Clams

Steamed
Clams

Call 610-888-6613
 For Motel Rooms!

64 Rt. 46, Columbia, NJ  •  908-475-0060 •  We Are Open 11am-11pm  •  7 Days a Week  

Motel Rooms: 
$105/Night;
$500/Week;
  $1,150/Mo.

Includes: A/C & Heat, 
WiFi, Dish Network, 

Trash, Parking, 
Small Fridge 
& Microwave.

Try Our

Legendar
y

Steaks!
Try Our

Legendar
y

Steaks!

Like Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJ

North Warren (41) vs Wallkill Valley (63) Boys Basketball

Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

See A Live Video From This Event On Our Facebook!
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Landscape MakeoversGARAGE DOORS

R&L
Garage Door

Tune-Ups
570-424-0953

Service • Repairs
Electric Openers

Open 7 Days a Week: 7am – 9pm
www.garagedoortuneups.com

Works Like NEW Again!

$230

ONLY $230
For 12 
Weeks!
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HAUL/REMOVE

John’s Hauling
 & Removal

John’s Hauling
 & Removal

Appliances, Pianos,
Woodstoves,

Furniture,
Large-Screen TVs,

Anything BIG or SMALL

One Piece Or A Truck Load
AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK
& LAST MINUTE SERVICE!

570-240-0799
Call Us Today!Call Tim Vicario

610-588-1620
Call Tim Vicario

FREE ESTIMATESINSURED

PA016575

610-588-1620

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS
Painting · Carpentry  

Minor Plumbing  ·  Decks
Bathroom & 

Kitchen Remodeling

HANDY MAN

Ceramic ·  Marble · Laminate
Wood Floors  ·  VCT Tile

Countertops · Floors · Walls

Bathroom &
 Kitchen Remodeling

Ceramic ·  Marble · Laminate
Wood Floors  ·  VCT Tile

Countertops · Floors · Walls

610-588-1620

Vicario’s
Tile Installation
610-588-1620

Bathroom &
 Kitchen Remodeling

TILE WORK
Vicario’s

Tile Installation

FREE ESTIMATESINSURED

PA
01

65
75 Call Tim Vicario

610-588-1620
Call Tim Vicario

610-588-1620

ONLY $230

TIM VICARIO’S
Handy Man Service

Ready for Summer?

LANDSCAPE MAKEOVERS

Landscape Supply

YOUR AD 
COULD GO 
HERE FOR 

ONLY 
$230 For 
ALL 12 
Weeks

Sweet & Discreet
Bangor Church of the Nazarene
150 Bunny Trail Rd., Bangor, PA

610-588-6929
Sweet & Discreet addresses period poverty as the Pennsylvania welfare system 
does not cover these items. Sweet & Discreet offers a FREE monthly supply of 
feminine hygiene products to those in need! Please stop by the Bangor Church 

of the Nazarene on the 4th Saturday of the month from 9am - 11am. 
(Please note due to certain holidays, supplies will be offered on the 3rd Saturday of the Month)

March 22, 2025    |   April 26, 2025   |   May 17, 2025   |   June 28, 2025
July 26, 2025   |   August 23, 2025   |   September 27, 2025

October 25, 2025   |   November 22, 2025   |   December 20, 2025

www.bangornazch.org               sweetndiscreetbnc@gmail.com

FREE Amplifit hearing test,
Only at Miracle-Ear.

Miracle Ear Miracle Ear Center
Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)

1619 N. Ninth Street, 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360

570-476-9949

1343 Blue Valley Drive, 
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-588-3383

Warren County, New 
Jersey turns 200 years 
old this year, and the 
county government 
is holding the Warren 
County Bicentennial 
Celebration mark the 
occasion.
Held on the grounds 

of Warren County 
Community College in 
Washington Township, 
the event takes place on 
Saturday, June 28, with 
a rain date of June 29. 
The celebration starts 
at 12 noon and runs to 

show capping the festiv-
ities at 9:15 p.m.
The event features fun 

for all ages with free ad-
mission, parking, rides 
and games, while 11 
bands – all with local 
connections – will play 
on two stages through-

Warren County Plans Day-Long Bicentennial Celebration on June 28th

out the day. Craft and 
informational vendors 
will be on hand, with 
refreshments available 
for purchase from food 
trucks and a beverage 
garden featuring beer 
and wine from the brew-
eries and wineries locat-
ed within Warren Coun-
ty.
In order to accommo-

date anticipated crowds, 
the County is organizing 

areas with shuttle buses 
circulating throughout 
the event to bring at-
tendees to and from the 
festival.
More information 

about parking, shut-
tles and the schedule of 

events during the Bicen-
tennial Celebration is 
available at www.War-
ren200.com.
Opportunities to partic-

ipate are still available 
for local crafters, his-
torical and community 
groups, food trucks and 
other vendors. If inter-
ested, please contact 
Kim Barnes of the War-
ren County Land Pres-
ervation Department at 
908-475-7750.
Warren County was 

created through enabling 
legislation that passed in 
November 1824, sepa-
rating the southern end 
of Sussex County into a 
county of its own. The 
new county was named 

for Dr. Joseph Warren, 

advocated for indepen-
dence from England and 

in the Battle of Bunker 
Hill 50 years earlier on 
June 17, 1775.
The June 28 Cele-

bration is just one of a 
number of events com-
memorating the Coun-
ty’s 200th birthday. The 

with a gala last Novem-
ber – 200 years after the 
enabling legislation was 
adopted. A series of con-
certs have been held for 
the past three summers 
to raise awareness about 
the bicentennial, the 
Warren County Library 
is holding a number of 
bicentennial events, and 
the annual Explore War-
ren History Trail week-
end will be a special 
bicentennial edition this 
November 1-2.
The Warren County Bi-

centennial Celebration is 
sponsored by the Board 
of County Commission-
ers and co-produced by 
MES Event Services, 
LLC.
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COULD GO 
HERE FOR 

ONLY 
$230 For 
ALL 12 
Weeks

Sweet & Discreet
Bangor Church of the Nazarene
150 Bunny Trail Rd., Bangor, PA

610-588-6929
Sweet & Discreet addresses period poverty as the Pennsylvania welfare system 
does not cover these items. Sweet & Discreet offers a FREE monthly supply of 
feminine hygiene products to those in need! Please stop by the Bangor Church 

of the Nazarene on the 4th Saturday of the month from 9am - 11am. 
(Please note due to certain holidays, supplies will be offered on the 3rd Saturday of the Month)

March 22, 2025    |   April 26, 2025   |   May 17, 2025   |   June 28, 2025
July 26, 2025   |   August 23, 2025   |   September 27, 2025

October 25, 2025   |   November 22, 2025   |   December 20, 2025

www.bangornazch.org               sweetndiscreetbnc@gmail.com

FREE Amplifit hearing test,
Only at Miracle-Ear.

Miracle Ear Miracle Ear Center
Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)

1619 N. Ninth Street, 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360

570-476-9949

1343 Blue Valley Drive, 
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-588-3383

Warren County, New 
Jersey turns 200 years 
old this year, and the 
county government 
is holding the Warren 
County Bicentennial 
Celebration mark the 
occasion.
Held on the grounds 

of Warren County 
Community College in 
Washington Township, 
the event takes place on 
Saturday, June 28, with 
a rain date of June 29. 
The celebration starts 
at 12 noon and runs to 

show capping the festiv-
ities at 9:15 p.m.
The event features fun 

for all ages with free ad-
mission, parking, rides 
and games, while 11 
bands – all with local 
connections – will play 
on two stages through-

Warren County Plans Day-Long Bicentennial Celebration on June 28th

out the day. Craft and 
informational vendors 
will be on hand, with 
refreshments available 
for purchase from food 
trucks and a beverage 
garden featuring beer 
and wine from the brew-
eries and wineries locat-
ed within Warren Coun-
ty.
In order to accommo-

date anticipated crowds, 
the County is organizing 

areas with shuttle buses 
circulating throughout 
the event to bring at-
tendees to and from the 
festival.
More information 

about parking, shut-
tles and the schedule of 

events during the Bicen-
tennial Celebration is 
available at www.War-
ren200.com.
Opportunities to partic-

ipate are still available 
for local crafters, his-
torical and community 
groups, food trucks and 
other vendors. If inter-
ested, please contact 
Kim Barnes of the War-
ren County Land Pres-
ervation Department at 
908-475-7750.
Warren County was 

created through enabling 
legislation that passed in 
November 1824, sepa-
rating the southern end 
of Sussex County into a 
county of its own. The 
new county was named 

for Dr. Joseph Warren, 

advocated for indepen-
dence from England and 

in the Battle of Bunker 
Hill 50 years earlier on 
June 17, 1775.
The June 28 Cele-

bration is just one of a 
number of events com-
memorating the Coun-
ty’s 200th birthday. The 

with a gala last Novem-
ber – 200 years after the 
enabling legislation was 
adopted. A series of con-
certs have been held for 
the past three summers 
to raise awareness about 
the bicentennial, the 
Warren County Library 
is holding a number of 
bicentennial events, and 
the annual Explore War-
ren History Trail week-
end will be a special 
bicentennial edition this 
November 1-2.
The Warren County Bi-

centennial Celebration is 
sponsored by the Board 
of County Commission-
ers and co-produced by 
MES Event Services, 
LLC.

STUMP GRINDING
RICHIE’S

“STUMP GRINDER”

908-203-1200
Low Price | Fast Service

Your Local “Mom & Pop” Shop
Since: Before You Were Born

Veteran Owned
and Operated

Veteran Owned
and Operated
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HAUL/REMOVE

John’s Hauling
 & Removal

John’s Hauling
 & Removal

Appliances, Pianos,
Woodstoves,

Furniture,
Large-Screen TVs,

Anything BIG or SMALL

One Piece Or A Truck Load
AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK
& LAST MINUTE SERVICE!

570-240-0799
Call Us Today!Call Tim Vicario

610-588-1620
Call Tim Vicario

FREE ESTIMATESINSURED

PA016575

610-588-1620

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS
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Minor Plumbing  ·  Decks
Bathroom & 

Kitchen Remodeling

HANDY MAN

Ceramic ·  Marble · Laminate
Wood Floors  ·  VCT Tile

Countertops · Floors · Walls

Bathroom &
 Kitchen Remodeling
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tennial Celebration is 
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groups, food trucks and 
other vendors. If inter-
ested, please contact 
Kim Barnes of the War-
ren County Land Pres-
ervation Department at 
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of Sussex County into a 
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new county was named 

for Dr. Joseph Warren, 

advocated for indepen-
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bration is just one of a 
number of events com-
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ty’s 200th birthday. The 

with a gala last Novem-
ber – 200 years after the 
enabling legislation was 
adopted. A series of con-
certs have been held for 
the past three summers 
to raise awareness about 
the bicentennial, the 
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bicentennial edition this 
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ers and co-produced by 
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Ready for Spring?

Flood Hosts Policy Hearing on Back-to-School Affordability
Rep. Ann Flood 

(R-Northampton) host-
ed a House Republican 
Policy Committee hear-
ing in her home district 
recently to examine the 
rising cost of back-to-
school supplies and ex-
plore solutions to ease 
the financial burden on 
Pennsylvania families.
The hearing, titled 

“Affordability for Fam-
ilies,” was held at Cray-
ola’s world headquarters 
in Easton. Flood was 
joined by House Re-
publican Policy Com-
mittee Chairman David 
H. Rowe (R-Snyder/
Union/Mifflin/Juniata) 
and other lawmakers.
The discussion focused 

on Flood’s legislation, 
House Bill 1596, which 
would establish an an-
nual back-to-school 
sales tax holiday in 
Pennsylvania.
“Back-to-school shop-

ping has become in-
creasingly expensive,” 
Flood said. “House Bill 
1596 would provide 
meaningful, targeted 
relief to help families 
afford essential school 

supplies when they need 
it most.”
Testimony was pro-

vided by Mikal Saba-
tine of Families First of 
Pen Argyl; Sarah Whit-
worth, a school coun-
selor at Moore Elemen-
tary School; and Marisa 
Elias, a Pennsylvania 
parent raising six chil-
dren. They shared how 
rising costs and grow-
ing poverty are impact-
ing local families. Ac-
cording to testimony, 
14% of Pennsylvania 
students live in pover-
ty, and in the Pen Argyl 
Area School District, 
55% of students receive 
free or reduced-price 
lunch.
Flood highlighted the 

significance of hosting 
the hearing at Crayola, 
a longtime employer in 
the 138th District and a 
company deeply tied to 
education and back-to-
school traditions.
“Crayola has been 

part of this community 
for generations,” Flood 
said. “It is fitting that 
we hold this conversa-
tion about affordability, 

Rep. Ann Flood (R-Northampton) shares a 
moment with Pete Ruggiero, president and 
CEO of Crayola and the green crayon mas-
cot at Crayola headquarters in Easton.

education, and opportu-
nity in a place that has 
supported families and 
students for decades.”
House Bill 1596 was 

referred to the House 
Finance Committee for 

consideration.
A full video record-

ing of the policy hear-
ing is available here: 
https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=tLBCTa-
bOxE8

St. Patricks Day Ads areSt. Patricks Day Ads are
ON SALE NOW!ON SALE NOW!

Get a Half Page ad in the Get a Half Page ad in the 
March 5th Edition for March 5th Edition for 

only $200only $200
 or a Quarter Page for  or a Quarter Page for 

Only $100.Only $100.

PLUS 2x3 ads are onlyPLUS 2x3 ads are only
$35!$35!
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Ads with
Photos!

$18

Siding, Roofer, and 
Window Installer.
Experienced only.

Must have drivers li
cense.  Work available 

immediately. Call 
Comunale Construction 
at 610-588-6715 TS

NOW HIRING FOR 
2024 SEASON!
Ground Men,  

Climbers & CDL 
Drivers Needed 

Call Us at
570-807-7746

CDL DRIVERS 
& LABORERS 

WANTED
Henry Yeska & 

Son Septic 
Service Is Now 

Hiring CDL 
Drivers Class

 A & B and 
 Laborers. Full 

Time & Part Time 
positions available. 

Experience
preferred but not 

required. Will 
train on the job. 
Please call 
the office at 

610-759-3290.

Part Time Tree 
Helper Wanted! 
Must Have Valid 

DL. Call 
610-588-1034

TS

Help Wanted
Must Have Taken 
CDL Endorsment 

Class A or B
Benefits Offered
& Vacation Time
Apply by Calling

610-759-3290

Saturday & Day 
Shift Servers 

Wanted At 
 Hunter’s Lodge 
in New Jersey

Please Call 
610-888-6613

PA & NJ Roofing, 
Siding, & Pella 
Windows. Free 
Estimates, Lic-

esnsed & Insured. 
PA: 610-716-0533, 

PA199715. 
NJ: 908-531-2486,
NJ13VHO0857300

Roofing, Siding 
& Windows

Office & Lot for 
Rent - Rt. 512, Pen 
Argyl.  $1,600/mo  
includes  utilities.
Text 484-542-8579

with Name,  
Address &  

Business Use. Will 
Respond to Text

Rentals

NOW HIRING
 SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

CDL Class B
P & S Endorsments

Will Train.
Call 973-383-2786

stockerbus@gmail.com

17 Main Street, Blairstown, NJ

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

NOW AT OUR NEW LOCATION!
128 RT. 94, BLAIRSTOWN, NJ 

 NEXT TO THE TRACTOR SUPPLY!

908-535-4064

We Do House Clean Outs!

We are Currently Buying: 
GOLD & SILVER BULLION  •  COINS  

CURRENCY   •   ESTATES  •  ANTIQUES  
COLLECTIBLES  •  SPORTS CARDS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE ESTATES 

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

We Do House Clean Outs!

HONEST & TRANSPARENT
PRICING YOU CAN TRUST!

Finder’s Collection &
 Storage Discoveries

American Microsemiconductor 
Inc. is Hiring!

American Microsemiconductor 
Inc. is Hiring!

AMS is an online distribution platform. We are needing 
someone with FEDEX, UPS and DHL shipping 
knowledge. The job will be sorting / organizing, counting 
and loading merchandise strategically in preparation for 
shipments. This is a 'PULL-PACK-SHIP' position. 

Shipments will be domestic and international.
You must also  receive incoming stock efficiently to 
effectively fulfill orders from our online store. There are 
general cleaning duties to achieve warehouse 
appearance standards for safety requirements. Training 
for the position will be in New Jersey in the vicinity of 
Morristown for approximately 3 - 4 months. The hours of 

operation are 8:30 am to 5 pm for Pennsylvania. 
When responding to this job offer, please leave your 

name, phone number and email address.

Compensation: $19.00 / hour
Experience level: entry level

Job Title: Warehouse Position
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LOCATION
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HONEST & TRANSPARENT
PRICING YOU CAN TRUST!

Finder’s Collection &
 Storage Discoveries
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Losing your HEARING
or are your ears just plugged with earwax?

FIND OUT FOR YOURSELF!
You are invited for a FREE ear inspection

using the latest video technology.

Call now to avoid waiting!
It’s All FREE!

FREE Complete Electronic Hearing Test**
This Audiometric evaluation will precisely show what you’ve been missing.

FREE Video Otoscope Ear Inspection***
This show-all Picture of your ear canal is displayed on a color TV
monitor, so you’ll see exactly what we see.

FREE In-Office Repairs
All in-office hearing aid repairs shall be free... and factory repairs,
regardless of make or model shall be 50% off.

All-In-The-Ear
$995.00

All-In-The-Canal
$1,595.00

The Digital Programmable
Hearing Aid of the future...

IS HERE TODAY!

OR... Maybe you want our tiny completely-in-the-canal
hearing aids. No manual volume controls for you
to adjust. Just slip it into your ear , it adjusts itself
automatically as you listen!*

0% financing
Available

WE OFFER HEARING AIDS AT NO COST TO FEDERAL WORKERS
AND RETIREES! That’s right! No Co-Pay! No Exam Fee!
No Adjustment Fee! You are covered for hearing aids with no out-of-pocket expense. 1 year warranty. If
you have a basic plan, we have factory pricing for non-qualifiers. Similar plans are avialble to PA state employees. Please call for details.

*Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experience may vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fit and ability to adjust to amplification. A Miracle Ear representative can determine which model and options
may be right for you. Hearing test and video otoscopic inspection are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. These are not medical exams or diagnoses, nor are they intended to replace a physician’s care.
If you suspect a medical problem, please seek treatment from your doctor. 5128ROP c>FS Marketing Services, Inc.

Miracle Ear at
Slate Belt Optical

352 Blue Valley Drive,
Bangor, PA 18013

610-838-6637

Sears Hearing
Aid Center

Stroud Mall Route 611,
Stroudsburg, PA. 18360

570-476-9949

$1000.00 Off the suggested 
Retail Price of a set of digital 
hearing aids Solutions 1,2,3,4

V
 

Miracle Ear
1343 Blue alley Drive
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-674-1196

Miracle Ear Center
201 Strykers Rd., 

Phillipsburg, NJ 08865
908-954-7997

Offer Expires February 28th

*Miracle Ear is not responsible for any misprints, pricing is subject to change*

 Offer Valid on Model Solution 1- MEMINI- 1 ITC. 100% digital & 
100% programmable. Fits up to 35db kw. Valid at participating 

Miracle Ear Locations. Limit one coupon per purchase. May not be 
combined with other offers and apply to prior sales. Cash value 

1/20 cent. Offer expires 2/28/26

 Offer Valid on Model Solution 1- MEMINI- 1 ITE. 100% digital & 
100% programmable. Fits up to 35db kw. Valid at participating 

Miracle Ear Locations. Limit one coupon per purchase. May not 
be combined with other offers and apply to prior sales.

Cash value 1/20 cent. Offer expires  2/28/26


