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Contact

Melissa at 
thepressads@
gmail.com

www.thepressnewsonline.com  |  www.facebook.com/ThePRESSNewsOnline

Our Lady Of Mount Carmel Hosts Annual Coronation of The “Big Time” Queen

The Roseto Big Time Celebration was held July 22nd through July 25th. The crowning of the queen ceremony was 
held Saturday, July 25th. This year’s Queen is Miss Anna Lucia Goffredo. The queen’s court, pictured above, con-
sisted of: Aubrie LaBar, Anna Koehler, Madilyn Molle Vasquez, Dina Koehler, Francesca Reto, Kimberly Laubach, 
Emma Hanson, Gina Martino, Madelynn Hicks, and Alessandra Ilardi. The flower girls were: Ella Goffredo, Lucia 
Mazza, and Mila Mazza. Princesses were: Mackenzie Elyse Hughes and Julia Goffredo. Page Boys were: Roman 
Moyer and Michael Newton, and this years crown bearer was Steven Goffredo. Congratulations Anna. Photo by 
Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Celebrating 77 Years of Fun and Tradition at 
the Plainfield Farmer’s Fair

The 77th Annual Plainfield Farmer’s Fair took place July 21st-July 
25th. The fair is always a staple of Summer in the area, livestock 
shows, pie eating contests, Demo Derby and more, what isn’t to love 
about the fair! Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Time Whys Rocks The Stage 
During the Summer Sounds

The Summer Sounds Concert Series contin-
ued on July 26th at Weona Park in Pen Argyl 
with a crowd pleasing performance by Time 
Whys. Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly 
Press
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Mailing Address: 
PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013

FRIDAYFRIDAY

Call Us 484-988-0969

(95¢ Delivery Fee)   Call for Delivery Range

610-863-6670
510 E. Main St., Pen Argyl

610-863-6670
510 E. Main St., Pen Argyl

Dine-In   •   Take-Out   •   Delivery    •   Catering Available
Open Daily: 11am-10pm

 Monday-Thursday
2 Large Plain Pizza

$26.95*
*Cannot combine with any 
other offers. Must present 

coupons. 

$5 OFF
$30*

Pick-Up or Delivery ONLY. Toppings Extra.

Scenes From The 77th Plainfield Farmer’s Fair

Plainfield Farmer’s Fair Scholarship Winners: Shea Black, William 
Brown, Dylan Dilts, Bethany Drunkenmiller, Eliana Koehler, Gavin 
Pysher, and Madison Widrick. Photos by Dale Young/The Free 
Weekly Press

Check Out Our Facebook 

Check Out Our Facebook For Videos And More 
For Videos And More Photos From This Event!

Photos From This Event!
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GRAY’S RECYCLING

908-475-3797 Gray’s Recycling Mulch

MULCH  •  TOP SOIL  •  STONE  • DYED MULCH
Pick Up Or Delivered To Your Location

MULCH AVAILABLE STONE AVAILABLE
Hardwood, Dyed, Black, Brown, Red, 

& Cedar Mulches, Topsoil,
 Clean Fill, & Wood Chips

We Now Sell Mushroom Soil!

Dumping for Brush, Logs, Wood Chips, & Bales of Straw!

River Stone: 3/8”, 3/4”, 1” to 3”
Red Stone  3/4”

ALSO AVAILABLE:
3/4” Gravel, 3/8” Crushed 

Gravel, QP Stone, & Stone Dust
WE ACCEPT YARD DEBRIS We Also Offer

Heavy & Light
Land Clearing

CASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDCASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Summer Hours:
Open Mon-Fri: 7am-4pm

Saturday: 7am-Noon
Closed Sundays!

Summer Hours:
Open Mon-Fri: 7am-4pm

Saturday: 7am-Noon
Closed Sundays!

Commercial & Residential Sales!

LOBB’S ROOFING & SIDINGLOBB’S ROOFING & SIDING
LOW COST ROOFING SYSTEMLOW COST ROOFING SYSTEM

Barry Lobb
Free Estimates

Barry Lobb
Free Estimates

P: 610-588-7452   C: 610-533-9454   F: 610-588-9192

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SLATE ∙ METAL ∙ SHINGLES
GOODYEAR RUBBER ROOFS

5” & 6” ALUMINUM
SEAMLESS GUTTERS

Debbie Pettinari
Providing Insurance & Financial Services

Agent

106 S. Broadway
Wind Gap, PA 18091

Bus: 610-881-4433
Fax: 610-881-4432
Cell: 484-695-8070

Scenes From The 77th Plainfield Farmer’s Fair Continued

Photos by Dale Young/Photos by Dale Young/
The Free Weekly PressThe Free Weekly Press

Check Out Our Facebook Check Out Our Facebook 
For Videos And More For Videos And More 

Photos From This Event!Photos From This Event!
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Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Roseto Big Time

Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press
Photos & Videos From The Big Time Can Be Found On Our FACEBOOK!
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Blue Mountain Community Library News:
The library is located at 216 S. Robinson Ave. in Pen Argyl.  Open hours
are Monday-Saturday 10am-12pm and Monday and Thursday 6-8pm.  

Questions?
  Call 610-863-3029 or email info@bmcl.org.

Our America on Wheels museum pass has arrived and is ready for 
checkout!   Stop in today for this wonderful resources, courtesy of a 

sponsorship from Deerfoot Auto Parts.

The library will discuss Theo of Golden by Allen Levi on Tuesday, July
14 at 6:30pm.  Email info@bmcl.org to RSVP.

The BMCL Summer Fun with Reading Program (SFRP) 2026:  Words 
and Wonders! is underway.  Stop in today for reading challenges with
exciting prizes, a readers' raffle, and programs for ages 3-6 and 4-9!

The Book Nook is having a half-price sale during all open shifts from
June 22-27:  every morning from 10am-12pm, plus Monday, June 22 and

Thursday, June 25 (6-8pm).  All items are half price!  We have fiction
and nonfiction for all ages plus large print, puzzles, and DVDs.

New to the circulating collection - with many courtesy of a grant from
Penguin Random House/United for Libraries - and more to be cata-

logued:
Adult fiction:

Ironwood (Michael Connelly)
The Divorce (Freida McFadden)

A Pair of Aces (Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray)
The Midnight Train (Matt Haig)

Brawler:  Stories (Lauren Groff)
Dungeon Crawler Carl (Matt Dinniman)

Upward Bound (Woody Brown)
Revenge Prey (John Sandford)

Anatomy of an Alibi (Ashley Elston)

Adult nonfiction:
Crochet (Marie-Noelle Bayard)

Dog Show (Billy Collins)
There Is No Place for Us (Brian Goldstone)

20-Minute Air Fryer (Christina Kynigos)

Large print fiction:
Served Him Right (Lisa Unger)

The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store (James McBride)

YA fiction:
The Unteachables (Gordon Korman)

YA nonfiction:
Top 20 Daredevils (Melvin and Gilda Berger)

The World Record Paper Airplane Book (Ken Blackburn and Jeff Lam-
mers)

Juvenile fiction:
Hydoponic Hijinks (Rie Neal)

Squished (Megan Wagner Lloyd and Michelle Mee Nutter)
The Bad Seed (Jory John)

The Bad Seed Goes to the Library (Jory John)
A Family of Readers (Rob Sanders)

Exca-Gator! (Brooke Hartman)
Buns Gone Bad (Anna Humphrey)

The Shimmer (Ridley Pearson)

Juvenile nonfiction:
Tornado Terror (Lauren Tarshis)

Investing for Tweens (Jamie Bosse)
Goats (Rose Davidson)

New to the Blue Mountain 
Community Library

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Roseto Big Time Continued

Check Out Our Facebook 

Check Out Our Facebook 

For Videos And More 

For Videos And More 

Photos From This Event!

Photos From This Event!

Photos by Dale Young/Photos by Dale Young/
The Free Weekly PressThe Free Weekly Press
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 Photos by Dale Young/ Photos by Dale Young/
The Free Weekly PressThe Free Weekly Press

Pen Argyl Summer Sounds Time Why’s
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Hello fellow readers,
    One of my favorite 

parts of landscape con-
sulting is solving garden 
mysteries. Sometimes 
the answer is obvious. 
Other times, what ap-
pears to be the culprit 
turns out to be innocent.
     During a garden 

tune-up at the home of 
my longtime client Pat, 
we noticed that one of 
the roses along the foun-
dation was loose in the 
ground. I had planted 
that rose the previous 
summer to replace an-
other one that died after 
its roots were gnawed to 
bits. We assumed chip-
munks were respon-
sible. There are plenty 
of them darting around 
the adjacent rock wall, 
looking too adorable 
to accuse of wrongdo-
ing—almost, that is. 
Chipmunks can do a lot 
of damage.
    After I visited Pat’s 

garden, I went down a 
research rabbit hole—
or should I say, vole 
hole? Chipmunks cer-
tainly dig burrows and 
can disturb roots while 
stashing food, but when 
a plant lifts from the 
soil and its roots appear 
chewed off, voles are 
more likely the culprit.
    The soft ground 

beneath Pat’s shrubs 
provided another clue. 

Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary!

Mary E. Stone
Stone Associates

Landscape Design
& Consulting,
Blairstown, NJ

TODD’S
AUTO BODY

610-588-4633
1025 Mt. Bethel Hwy.

Rt. 512, Mt. Bethel, PA

Hours: Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm

toddsauto@carcarepa.com
 We work with all insurance companies!

Voles create a network 
of shallow runways; 
their tunnels are closer 
to the surface than chip-
munks and undermine 
it enough to make the 
ground feel squishy un-
derfoot.
     A side note here: 

voles and moles are of-
ten confused. Unlike 
moles, voles are rodents. 
They resemble stocky 
little mice with short 
tails, small eyes, and 
ears partially concealed 
by fur. They eat grass, 
roots, bulbs, bark, and 
other plant materials. 
They can also damage 
lawns, strip bark, and 
sever roots from trees 
and shrubs.
     Moles are insect-

eating mammals with 
powerful shovel-like 
front feet designed for 
digging; they feed pri-
marily on earthworms, 
grubs, slugs, and other 
soil-dwelling creatures, 
not roots. But moles are 
often blamed for plant 
damage because their 
tunneling disturbs soil 
and can expose roots.
     I suggested that 

Pat place a replacement 
rose in a large contain-
er. The boxwood hedge 
in front of the roses is 
now knee-high, so you 
wouldn’t even see the 
pot. Yes, it may require 
extra winter protec-
tion in our climate, but 
at least its roots would 
be beyond the reach of 
the underground dining 
committee.
    There are also bas-

kets you can make from 
quarter-inch galvanized 
hardware cloth by cut-
ting a generous piece of 
mesh and shaping it into 
a wire bowl, putting it in 
your planting hole, then 
planting your shrub. 
Ready-made bowl bas-
kets are also available.
    I came across bags of 

poison for underground 

critters at a farm supply 
store. I wouldn’t buy it, 
though, because poison 
introduces a different 
dilemma.
     Depending on the 

active ingredient, a poi-
soned animal may also 
be eaten by an owl, 
hawk, fox, snake, or do-
mestic pet, creating the 
possibility of second-
ary poisoning; harming 
the very predators that 
naturally help control 
voles. 
     When you think 

about it, garden dilem-
mas resemble the set-

backs in our lives. We 
have little control over 
many of them. We can-
not change the instincts 
of voles, moles, or chip-
munks. We can’t com-
mand a plant to thrive 
when its roots are com-
promised.
    One of the great-

est lessons I’ve learned 
in the garden—and in 
life—is that people and 
plants are not ours to 
fix.
    We can water. We 

can nurture. We can 
encourage. We can 
even build wire baskets 

around tender roots. But 
we can’t force another 
living thing to become 
something it isn’t capa-
ble of becoming.
     The same is true 

in relationships. We 
can care deeply. We 
can offer support. We 
can hope someone will 
grow or accept help. But 
we can’t do another per-
son’s growing for them.
     Gardens and nature 

remind us that what we 
see on the surface rare-
ly tells the whole story. 
The answers are often 
hidden beneath the sur-

face, and the culprit isn’t 
always what we first 
suspect.
    In our own lives, 

healing often begins 
when we stop trying to 
change what we cannot 
control and instead pro-
tect what matters most.
    We don’t always get 

to choose what tunnels 
beneath our gardens—
or in our lives. But we 
do get to decide how 
we’ll tend to our roots.
Garden dilemmas? 
Visit AskMaryStone.

com or tune in on your 
favorite podcast app.



July 30, 2026Page 8 The Free Weekly Press

Miracle Ear Miracle Ear Center

If your husband won’t listen,
bring him to me!

Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)
1619 N. Ninth Street, 

Stroudsburg, PA 18360
570-476-9949

1343 Blue Valley Drive, 
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-588-3383

259 E. Central Ave.,
East Bangor, PA

17 Main Street, Blairstown, NJ

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

NOW AT OUR NEW LOCATION!
128 RT. 94, BLAIRSTOWN, NJ 

 NEXT TO THE TRACTOR SUPPLY!

908-535-4064

We Do House Clean Outs!

We are Currently Buying: 
GOLD & SILVER BULLION  •  COINS  

CURRENCY   •   ESTATES  •  ANTIQUES  
COLLECTIBLES  •  SPORTS CARDS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE ESTATES 

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

We Do House Clean Outs!

HONEST & TRANSPARENT
PRICING YOU CAN TRUST!

Finder’s Collection &
 Storage Discoveries

Kean Secures Nearly $18 Million for Critical Local Projects Across New Jersey
Congressman Tom 

Kean, Jr. (NJ-07) an-
nounced that 18 Com-
munity Project Funding 
requests made by his of-
fice, totaling $17,765,906, 
are included in key House 
funding bills for the up-
coming fiscal year. All six 
counties in New Jersey’s 
Seventh Congressional 
District are represented in 
the requests highlighted 
below. 
“I fought to bring this 

federal funding home to 
New Jersey because our 
communities deserve 
a strong return on the 
tax dollars they send to 
Washington,” said Con-
gressman Kean. “These 
investments will improve 
roads and bridges, mod-
ernize water infrastruc-
ture, strengthen public 
safety, support our first re-
sponders, and help towns 
complete critical projects 
without placing the full 
burden on local property 
taxpayers. My focus will 
continue to be listening to 
residents, cutting through 
the Washington gridlock, 
and delivering resources 
that make our communi-
ties safer, stronger, and 
more affordable.” 

Community Project 
Funding is a process that 
allows Members of Con-
gress to request direct 
funding for projects that 
benefit the communities 
they represent. This pro-
cess includes robust eli-
gibility, ethics, and trans-
parency guidelines and 
is only available to state, 
local, tribal, and territo-
rial governments, as well 
as some non-profits. Ad-
ditionally, only projects 
with evidence of strong 
support from the commu-
nity will be considered, 
and evidence of this sup-
port and community need 
is required as part of the 
submission.
In April 2026, Congress-

man Kean submitted 
20 Community Project 
Funding requests to the 
House Appropriations 
Committee for consider-
ation in five of this year’s 
must-pass funding bills. 
The next step is for these 
bills to pass the House.
Below are the 18 Com-

munity Project Funding 
requests made by the Of-
fice of Congressman Tom 
Kean, Jr. that will be in-
cluded in the House fund-
ing bills for the upcoming 

fiscal year: 
1. Hillsborough Town-

ship Public Safety In-
teroperable Communica-
tions Upgrade. Included 
Amount: $975,000. Jus-
tification: The funding 
would be used for mod-
ernization and replace-
ment of outdated portable 
radio communications 
equipment used by the 
Hillsborough Township 
Police Department. The 
project will fund the pro-
curement and deploy-
ment of seventy-five (75) 
all-band portable radios 
equipped with advanced 
interoperability, Wi-Fi 
connectivity, and LTE 
capabilities. The depart-
ment’s current portable 
radios are outdated and 
lack the capability to 
provide reliable com-
munications in complex 
environments such as 
schools, large commer-
cial buildings, and emer-
gency response scenes. 
In addition, the existing 
system does not provide 
sufficient interoperability 
between police, fire, and 
other emergency response 
agencies. 
2. Town of Phillipsburg 

Police Technology Equip-

ment. Included Amount: 
$500,000. Justification: 
The funding would be 
used for modernizing 
the Phillipsburg Police 
Department’s investiga-
tive, surveillance, and 
information technology 
capabilities. Through the 
deployment of Automat-
ic License Plate Reader 
(ALPR) technology, co-
vert surveillance systems, 
upgraded CCTV infra-
structure, enhanced cy-
bersecurity protections, 
and a mobile drone op-
erations support vehicle, 
the department will sig-
nificantly strengthen its 
ability to prevent crime, 
conduct investigations, 
safeguard critical data, 
and respond to emergen-
cies. 
3.  New Providence Po-

lice Radio Replacement 
and Upgrade. Included 
Amount: $245,000. Jus-
tification: The funding 
would be used for the re-
placement of 47 portable 
radios used throughout 
the agency. The New 
Providence Police are cur-
rently utilizing portable 
radios that have exceeded 
their useful life and have 
begun to fail during their 
usage. The upgrade will 
fill coverage gaps by uti-
lizing additional technol-
ogy built into the radio 
hardware that connects 
the portable radio to a 
wireless fidelity (Wi-Fi) 
network. The new radios 
will ensure continued 
connectivity to the Emer-
gency Services Dispatch 
Center and Fire, EMS and 
Emergency Management 
departments. The pur-
chase of these radios has 
the ability to impact the 
lives of any person who 
may live, work or travel 
through New Providence 
due to the portability of 
this equipment. The pur-
chase will enhance com-
munity relations and offer 
a better experience to all 
taxpayers with our public 
safety professionals
4.  Chester Highlands 

Ridge Building Roof 

Replacement. Included 
Amount: $137,500. Jus-
tification: The funding 
would be used for the 
replacement of the High-
lands Ridge Building, a 
vital multi-agency hub 
housing the Chester Vol-
unteer First Aid Squad, 
contracted Atlantic Health 
EMT services, the Ches-
ter Township Office of 
Emergency Management, 
the NJ Highlands Coun-
cil, and NJ Department 
of Environmental Protec-
tion offices. It also serves 
as a regional food pantry 
and the primary location 
of the Chester Histori-
cal Society. This project 
will replace the building’s 
22,000 square foot flat 
roof which is failing in 
multiple locations to halt 
active water infiltration 
and preserve this essential 
community asset. 
5. Passaic River Re-

gional Flooding Mitiga-
tion Project. Included 
Amount: $3,000,000. 
Justification: The fund-
ing would be used for the 
clearing of major obstruc-
tions from Passaic River 
tributaries and the shoring 
up of stream banks in the 
river towns of Berkeley 
Heights, Long Hill, New 
Providence, Summit, and 
Chatham Borough, which 
will decrease area flood-
ing and soil erosion, while 
improving and protecting 
soils and water quality. 
Many municipalities in 
the Passaic River Basin 
have experienced repeat-
ed and severe flooding 
events in recent years, re-
sulting in significant pub-
lic safety hazards, damage 
to public infrastructure, 
damage to property, road-
way closures, emergency 
response impacts, and 
disruption to residents 
and businesses. This 
project will focus on stra-
tegic, environmentally 
responsible de-snagging 
and debris removal in the 
most-clogged stretches 
of the tributaries leading 
into the Passaic River, 
representing an important 

flood mitigation strategy 
to improve the hydraulic 
capacity of the river tribu-
taries and reduce flood 
risk. 
6. Springfield Police De-

partment Refurbishment 
Project. Included Amount: 
$700,000. Justification: 
The funding would be 
used to complete criti-
cal facility improvements 
necessary to ensure com-
pliance with Department 
of Corrections standards, 
modernize essential in-
frastructure, and improve 
operational efficiency. 
These improvements will 
enhance detainee man-
agement, officer safety, 
and compliance with ap-
plicable regulations. The 
project will also replace 
the building’s aging and 
inefficient HVAC sys-
tem. The current sys-
tem has reached the end 
of its useful life and no 
longer provides reliable 
climate control for the fa-
cility. Finally, the project  
includes building modi-
fications to create addi-
tional office space. The 
Department currently 
faces space limitations 
that affect administrative 
operations and the de-
livery of services to the 
community.  
7. Renovation of the 

Frenchtown Borough Po-
lice Headquarters. Includ-
ed Amount: $200,000. 
Justification: The fund-
ing would be used for the 
renovation of the French-
town Police Department’s 
outdated station currently 
housed in an aging resi-
dential structure acquired 
by the Borough decades 
ago. It lacks separate male 
and female changing fa-
cilities, does not meet cur-
rent ADA accessibility 
standards, and utilizes a 
former residential kitchen 
area for temporary detain-
ee holding—conditions 
that do not reflect contem-
porary public safety best 
practices. Additionally, 
the building’s exterior 
components, including 
siding, gutters, windows, 
and roof, are in signifi 
CONTINUED ON PG 9 
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New to the Bangor Public  
Library

Adult Fiction: 
The Unselected Journals of Emma M. Lion Vol. 2 by Beth Brower; The Unselect-
ed Journals of Emma M. Lion Vol. 7 by Beth Brower; A Dark Path: Kate Burk-
holder Short Stories Linda Castillo;  An Infinite Love Story by Chanel Cleeton; 
Meet Me at the Seaside Cottages: A Novel by Jenny Colgan; Into the Fading 
Twilight by Catherine Cowles; A Quiet Place by Seicho Matsumoto; Forsaking 
Midnight by Emily McIntire; The Country Road Murders: A Thriller by James 
Patterson; This Changes Everything by Lisa Scottoline; Ransom: A Novel by 
Daniel Silva; Moss’d in Space by Rebecca Thorne; The Secret Society of Librar-

ians by Kate Thompson

Adult Non Fiction:
Growing Up Slater by Nancy Trayes Broadbent; Revolution: The Birth of the 
Greatest Nation in the History of the World by Eric Metaxas; Cancel Me if You 
Can by Dave Portnoy; An Inconvenient Widow: The Torment, Trial, and Triumph 
of Mary Todd Lincoln by Lois Romano; Bible and Sword: England and Palestine 

from the Bronze Age to Balfour by Barbara W. Tuchman

Large Print Adult Fiction:
Theo of Golden by Allen Levi

Easy Fiction:
Bear Hair by Jeff Mack; Minions and Monsters by Dave Lewman; The First 
Thanksgiving of 1621 by Stephanie O’Connor; Sing the 50 United States! By Dr 

Seuss; Thanksgiving on Plymouth Plantation by Diane Stanley

Easy Non Fiction:
Fourteen Ways of Looking at Jellyfish by Carole Boston Weatherford

Junior Fiction:
The Missing Magic of Sparrow Xia by Leia Ham; Hikaru in the Light! Volume 4 

by Mai Matsuda

Junior Non Fiction:
Titanic: A Nonfiction Companion to Tonight on the Titanic by Will Osborne; A 

Kid’s Guide to London: Let the Adventure Begin! By Paige Towler

Young Adult Fiction:
The Gilded Blade by Jennifer Lynn Barnes; Akira Failing in Love 3 by Shinta 

Harekawa; Heartstopper Volume 6 by Alice Oseman

Young Adult Non Fiction:
Borrowing Basics: A Teen Guide to Credit and Debt by Nicholas Suivski

DVDs:
Crime 101; The Mummy; Obsession

 39 S Main St, Bangor, PA 18013 
Phone: (610) 588-4136

cant need of repair and 
replacement. This project 
will transform the facility 
into a modern, sustainable 
public safety asset that 
benefits residents, busi-
nesses, and visitors while 
relieving undue financial 
pressure on local property 
taxpayers, making it a 
prudent and impactful in-
vestment of federal funds. 
8. Hope Township Vol-

unteer Fire Department 
Engine Truck Replace-
ment. Included Amount: 
$656,406. Justification: 
The funding would be 
used for the purchase of 
a new fire engine for the 
Hope Township Volun-
teer Fire Department. The 
current engine, which is 
approximately 20 years 
old, is nearing the end of 
its service life. Replacing 
this aging vehicle is es-
sential to maintaining de-
pendable fire emergency 
response capabilities and 
protecting the residents 
of Hope. A new fire en-
gine will improve reliabil-
ity, reduce out-of-service 
time, and strengthen the 
Township’s capacity to 
respond to fires and other 
emergencies within our 
own municipality, those 
surrounding us and es-
pecially Route 80 which 
runs through our area. 
It will also enhance fire-
fighter safety by incor-
porating modern safety 
standards and updated 
equipment.  
9. Clark Sanitary Sewer 

Infiltration and Inflow 
Correction and Rehabili-
tation Project. Included 
Amount: $700,000. 
Justification: The fund-
ing would be used for a 
phased, condition-based 
sanitary sewer rehabili-
tation and replacement 
program that will target 
high-priority segments of 
the system which will be 
identified through inspec-
tion and flow analysis. 
This will include Cured-
In-Place Pipe (CIPP) Re-
habilitation, Full Sewer 
Main Replacement, Man-
hole Rehabilitation, and 
Joint Sealing and Point 
Repairs as needed. By 
stabilizing and rehabili-
tating the aging sanitary 
sewer infrastructure, the 
Township will prevent 
untreated wastewater 
from potentially impact-
ing the Pumpkin Patch 
Brook, the Clark Wildlife 
Preserve (formerly the 
Middlesex Water Com-
pany Reservoir), and the 
Rahway River Basin. 
This directly supports 
water quality protection 
within the watershed and 
advances the objectives of 
the Clean Water Act.  
10. Mine Hill Transite 

Water Main Replace-
ment Project. Included 
Amount: $850,000. Jus-
tification: The funding 
would be used for a wa-
ter main project that will 
replace 5,307 linear feet 
of Transite water main. 
Transite is an asbestos-
cement pipe made of 20% 

asbestos. These pipes 
have been in the ground 
for over 40 years and have 
started to fail. The pro-
posed project, including 
replacement of in-service 
transit (AC) pipe, repre-
sents a proactive and re-
sponsible approach to in-
frastructure management. 
Replacement will improve 
system efficiency, water 
quality, lower repair costs, 
and help preserve the 
long-term reliability of the 
water distribution system.
11. Sparta Township 

Lead Service Line Re-
placement Project. Includ-
ed Amount: $850,000. 
Justification: The fund-
ing would be used for the 
replacement of approxi-
mately 210 lead and gal-
vanized steel service lines 
across Sparta Township. 
This will enable Sparta 
to accelerate compliance 
with New Jersey’s Service 
Line Replacement Law 
(P.L. 2021, Ch. 183), which 
mandates full replace-
ment of all lead service 
lines by 2031 to safeguard 
public health. The project 
includes comprehensive 
identification of service 
line materials through re-
cord reviews, inspections, 
curb box excavations, and 
water testing, followed by 
full replacement of any 
lines confirmed to contain 
lead or galvanized steel. 
New copper service lines 
will be installed from the 
water main to each build-
ing, with temporary water 
shutoff, excavation, recon-
nection, system flushing, 
and full restoration of 
disturbed surfaces com-
pleted efficiently, typically 
within one to two days. 
By modernizing essential 
water infrastructure now, 
Sparta Township will pro-
tect public health, improve 
water quality, and ensure 
long term reliability of 
its drinking water system 
well ahead of the mandat-
ed schedule.
12. Branchburg Emer-

gency Operations Cen-
ter. Included Amount: 
$2,250,000. Justification: 
The funding would be 
used for the renovation of 
Branchburg’s Emergency 
Management facility. 
This project will provide 
adequate and modern fa-
cilities for the Office of 
Emergency Management, 
a necessary upgrade to 
protect Branchburg’s rap-
idly growing community 
and heavily trafficked 
commuter corridors on 
US Route 202 and US 
Route 22. 
13. Somerville Down-

town Capital Improve-
ments. Included Amount: 
$1,942,000. Justification: 
The funding would be 
used for two complemen-
tary capital improvement 
projects: the Division 
Street Arts Plaza and the 
Giardina Walk Improve-
ments. Together, these 
projects will transform 
two heavily traveled pub-
lic corridors into vibrant, 
safe, and fully accessible 

Kean Secures Nearly $18 Million for Critical Local Projects Across New Jersey - Article 
Continued from Page 8

pedestrian spaces that an-
chor Downtown Somer-
ville’s arts and cultural 
identity. The Division 
Street project will recon-
struct and enhance the full 
length of Division Street 
between South Street and 
West Main Street, trans-
forming a pass-through 
corridor connecting New 
Jersey Transit Train Sta-
tion to West Main Street 
into an activated public 
plaza. Improvements in-
clude the installation of 
brick pavers, granite curb-
ing, ADA-compliant curb-
ing and a new pedestrian 
crosswalk at the West 
Main Street intersection. 
The Giardina Walk proj-
ect will improve the exist-
ing pedestrian walkway 
between Union Street and 
West Main Street, a key 
connector between Mu-
nicipal Parking Lot #4 and 
Main Street. The project 
incorporates new and ex-
isting assets, including an 
existing historic mural, 
existing shade trees, and 
existing light fixtures, 
minimizing waste and 
construction disruption.
14. Bernards Pleasant 

Valley Park Culvert and 
Paths. Included Amount: 
$1,840,000. Justification: 
The funding would be 
used for the construction 
of a culvert at Pleasant 
Valley Park. Currently, 
hundreds of vehicles per 
day drive through the 
stream that intersects the 
park road, negatively im-
pacting the water qual-
ity. The construction of 
a culvert would reduce 
water pollution, provide 
a safe crossing to the rear 
of the park, and allow the 
construction of new paths 
throughout the park. Ad-
ditionally, the project 
greatly expands walking 
and exercise opportuni-
ties, especially for the vet-
erans who live at Valley 
Brook Village, the HUD 
Veterans Affairs Support-
ive Housing apartments 
on the Lyons VA campus 
next to the park.
15. Bridgewater Cold 

Food Storage & Food 
Locker Implementation 
Project. Included Amount: 
$420,000. Justification: 
The funding would be 
used for a two-pronged 
project designed to in-
crease food bank donation 
capacity and provide tar-
geted intervention in low-
access areas through the 
rental and maintenance of 
one cold storage unit and 
the purchase and mainte-
nance of one food locker 
unit. Bridgewater Town-
ship will work alongside 
the Food Bank Network 
of Somerset County to 
carry out project activi-
ties. After the purchase, 
installation, testing, and 
training of staff is com-
plete, the cold storage 
and food locker units will 
be utilized by the part-
ner food pantries to bet-
ter accept and distribute 
donations—specifically 
to low-access areas with 

transportation barriers to 
food pantry access. The 
cold storage will open up a 
new intake avenue, as the 
units will provide the ca-
pacity required to accept 
bulk donations from local 
farms, pantries, and gro-
cery retailers. This food 
will benefit thousands of 
food insecure individu-
als in Somerset County. 
This project is designed to 
support the efforts of vital 
non-profit organizations 
on the frontline in the 
fight against food insecu-
rity and will result in the 
improved delivery of life-
changing aid. 
16. Warren County 

New Law Enforcement 
and Emergency Services 
Workforce Training Cen-
ter. Included Amount: 
$750,000. Justification: 
The funding would be 
used for the construction 
of a new Law Enforce-
ment and Emergency Ser-
vices Training Center to 
meet the ever increasing 
training demands upon 
Police, Fire and EMS 
service providers in War-
ren County. The lack of 
a suitable and centralized 
location for hosting the 
necessary classes places a 
hardship on planners and 
instructors, and attend-
ees alike. Ultimately, this 
impacts the services re-
ceived by the over 110,000 
Warren County residents. 
The County’s Public Safe-
ty Campus in Franklin 
Township, New Jersey is 

already an extremely ac-
tive hub of training activi-
ties at its Fire Academy 
structures and special-
ized sites for controlled 
combustion activities. 
The County endeavors to 
expand its training offer-
ings to include training 
resources specialized to 
the needs of law enforce-
ment and emergency 
management personnel. A 
new facility will include 
both classroom space and 
training areas for multiple 
modes of training and 
hands-on activity and will 
integrate the office of the 
Fire Marshall into con-
temporary space designed 
to optimize their function.
17. Mount Olive Town-

ship Police Department 
Facility Expansion. In-
cluded Amount: $750,000. 
Justification: The fund-
ing would be used for the 
construction, reconstruc-
tion, and renovation of 
the existing 3,460 square 
feet vacated by the Health 
Department to expand the 
current footprint of the 
police department. The 
project is needed to ad-
dress the long-standing, 
critical infrastructure de-
ficiency that hinders mod-
ern, efficient, and safe 
public safety operations. 
The current, undersized 
facility poses significant 
risks to operational ca-
pacity, limits the abil-
ity to implement updated 
technology and training, 
and restricts necessary 

staffing levels needed to 
serve a growing popula-
tion. This investment will 
directly enhance public 
safety, improve officer 
wellness, and provide es-
sential, secure space for 
effective, community-ori-
ented policing.
18. Watchung Valley 

Road Sidewalk Improve-
ments . Included Amount: 
$1,000,000. Justification: 
The funding would be 
used to reconstruct ap-
proximately 7,000 linear 
feet of sidewalk on Valley 
Road, between Knights-
bridge and Bayberry 
Lane in Watchung. Valley 
Road is a major thorough-
fare in Watchung, con-
necting many local land-
marks such as Bayberry 
Elementary School and 
various residential streets 
to Watchung’s down-
town business district, 
the Watchung Library, 
Watchung Arts Center, 
the Watchung Municipal 
Building, churches, local 
businesses, and parks. In 
2019, a pedestrian, aged 
approximately 12 years 
old, was struck by a ve-
hicle and was seriously 
injured while walking 
on Valley Road within 
the project limits. These 
existing conditions pose 
significant hazards for pe-
destrians and are in urgent 
need of reconstruction to 
improve pedestrian safety 
and ADA-accessibility 
within the Borough of 
Watchung.
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Thursday & Friday 10-6, Saturday 8-2

Visit our     Facebook page and website www.speersmeats.com. 
You can place orders in person, or by phone!

610-863-3938

DIRECTIONS: From Bangor: Delabole Rd., Make Left onto Heimer Rd., and Right onto Gum Rd.
 From Wind Gap: 3rd St., make left onto Delabole Rd., Right onto Merwarth Rd., Left onto Gum Rd.

Fire Up The Grill!
We Have High
Quality Meats
For All Your

Summer Cook-Outs

908-362-6341908-362-6341
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Light Carpentry | Painting | Home Repairs
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Mosquitoes – Always a Nuisance and Sometimes Dangerous Protect Yourself Against Mosquito-borne 
Diseases This Summer

As temperatures rise 
and mosquito activity in-
creases across New Jer-
sey, health and environ-
mental officials from the 
New Jersey Departments 
of Health (NJDOH), En-
vironmental Protection 
(NJDEP), and Agriculture 
(NJDA) are urging resi-
dents to take simple steps 
to protect themselves and 
their communities from 
mosquito bites.
“Protecting public health 

is a shared responsibility. 
The best defense against 
diseases transmitted by 
mosquitoes is to avoid be-
ing bitten in the first place 
and reducing breeding 
grounds,” said Dr. Ray-
nard E. Washington, New 
Jersey Health Commis-

sioner.
The Departments of-

fer the following tips and 
information for New Jer-
seyans to enjoy a healthier 
and safer summer.
- Prevent Mosquito 

Breeding and Avoid Bites: 
The best way to prevent 
illness is to take steps to 
avoid mosquito bites. That 
means taking precautions 
when you go outside and 
doing your part to get rid 
of standing water where 
mosquitoes breed.
TIP #1: Prevent bites
- Use U.S. Environmen-

tal Protection Agency 
(EPA)-registered insect 
repellents.
- Wear long sleeves and 

pants when outdoors.
- Stay in air-conditioned 

places or screened areas 
whenever possible, espe-
cially during peak mos-
quito hours.
TIP #2: Eliminate stand-

ing water:
Dispose of items that can 

collect water, including 
unused containers and de-
bris around your property.
Dump water weekly that 

accumulates in containers 
such as flowerpots, bird-
baths, buckets, and pet 
dishes.
Drill drainage holes in 

the bottom and elevate 
outdoor recycling and 
trash containers.
Clean and repair gutters 

to prevent water buildup.
Keep ornamental ponds 

circulating or stocked 
with fish to prevent stag-

nant water.
TIP #3: Get help when 

you need it
If a mosquito prob-

lem remains after tak-
ing the above steps, call 
your county mosquito 
control agency for help 
with larval habitats best 
addressed by experts.
“It’s critical that everyone 

does their part to control 
nuisance mosquito popu-
lations by taking steps to 
prevent the pooling of wa-
ter around their properties 
that can provide places for 
mosquitoes to breed,” said 
Environmental Protection 
Acting Commissioner Ed 
Potosnak. “These steps 
can go a long way toward 
reducing localized popu-
lations of mosquitoes 
and will help support the 
work of county mosquito 
control agencies and the 
state’s Mosquito Control 
Commission to protect 
the public from mosquito-
borne diseases.”
Mosquito-borne Diseas-

es in NJ
While the most com-

monly reported mosqui-
to-borne disease in New 
Jersey is West Nile virus 
(WNV), Eastern equine 
encephalitis (EEE) and 
Jamestown Canyon virus 
are also causes for con-
cern.
WNV activity started 

early this year and has 
been detected in mos-
quitoes in 12 counties so 
far this year. On average, 
there are 22 human cases 
of WNV reported each 
year in New Jersey.
TIP #4: Know the symp-

toms
Most infected people 

have no symptoms or a 

mild flu-like illness that 
can include fever, head-
ache, body aches, vomit-
ing or diarrhea, and some-
times a rash. Most people 
with mild illness recover 
completely, but fatigue 
and weakness can last for 
weeks or months.
Some develop severe ill-

ness affecting the central 
nervous system or illness 
that results in hospitaliza-
tion or death. Symptoms 
can include high fever, 
headache, neck stiffness, 
stupor, disorientation, 
coma, tremors, convul-
sions, muscle weakness, 
vision loss, numbness, or 
paralysis.
Some effects may be 

permanent, and risk of 
severe illness increases 
with age, certain chron-
ic medical conditions, 
and a weakened immune 
system.
Summer Travel Risks: 

Summer travel to regions 
where dengue and malaria 
are common can increase 
the risk of these illnesses 
being introduced into lo-
cal communities. Infected 
travelers can unknowing-
ly transmit these diseases 
to mosquitoes, which may 
then spread them to others 
through subsequent bites.
TIP #5: Know before you 

go
Review health advisories 

for your destination and 
consult your health care 
provider about recom-
mended medications or 
preventive measures be-
fore departure.
Upon returning to New 

Jersey, prevent mosquito 
bites for at least three 
weeks to reduce the risk 
of disease transmission 

within your community.
Mosquito Surveillance 

& Control Efforts
New Jersey’s mosquito 

control agencies use a 
variety of methods, in-
cluding public aware-
ness campaigns, targeted 
larval habitat source-re-
duction programs, use of 
natural predators such as 
mosquito-eating fish, and 
judicious application of 
EPA- and DEP-approved 
insecticides by ground 
and aerial means.
Mosquito-borne diseases 

can also cause severe ill-
ness and death in horses 
and other livestock spe-
cies. West Nile virus and 
Eastern Equine Encepha-
litis affect a horse’s neuro-
logical system, so preven-
tive care is encouraged.
“Mosquitos are one of 

those cross species vec-
tors as they seek warm 
blooded animals includ-
ing people,” said NJ Sec-
retary of Agriculture Ed 
Wengryn. “To prevent 
infections in their ani-
mals, farmers must work 
to remove standing water 
on their farms and refresh 
water supplies for live-
stock to prevent it from 
becoming mosquito habi-
tat.”
About the New Jersey 

State Mosquito Control 
Commission
Founded in 1956, the 

New Jersey State Mos-
quito Control Commis-
sion protects the public 
from nuisance mosqui-
toes and mosquito-borne 
disease. It works closely 
with all 21 county mos-
quito control agencies, the 
New Jersey Agricultural 
Experiment Station at 
Rutgers, the Department 
of Health, and the De-
partment of Agriculture, 
and recommends needed 
changes in state law to the 
Governor and Legislature. 
To learn more and for 
links to county mosquito 
agencies, visit dep.nj.gov/
njfw/councils-and-com-
mittees/state-mosquito-
control-commission.
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64 Rt. 46 Delaware, NJ • 908-475-0060 • 610-888-6613

Hunter’s Lodge Restaurant & MotelHunter’s Lodge Restaurant & MotelHunter’s Lodge Restaurant & Motel

Serving BreakfastServing Breakfast
at 11amat 11am

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Martini Monday!Martini Monday!
$5 Wells$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!Taco Tuesday!
$7.99$7.99

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

SteamedSteamed
ClamsClams

Steamed
Clams

Call 610-888-6613 For Motel Rooms!

64 Rt. 46, Columbia, NJ  •  908-475-0060 •  We Are Open 11am-11pm  •  7 Days a Week  

Motel Rooms Rates: $110/Night; $600/Week;  $1,200/Mo.
Includes: A/C & Heat, WiFi, Dish Network, Trash, Parking, Small Fridge & Microwave.

Try OurTry Our

LegendaryLegendary

Steaks!Steaks!
Try Our

Legendary

Steaks!

Like Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJ

Blairstown Hose Company #1 proudly attended the Warren County Fire Academy - NJ Commencement Exercises for the 93rd Firefighter 
I Class to celebrate our very own graduate, Firefighter Joe Marone! This milestone represents countless hours of classroom instruction, 
hands-on training, physical dedication, and an unwavering commitment to serving our community with professionalism, courage, and 
pride. Please join us in congratulating Firefighter Joe Marone on this outstanding achievement. We are incredibly proud of the hard work, 
determination, and perseverance he demonstrated throughout the academy. We look forward to watching him continue to grow as a fire-
fighter and proudly serve the residents of Blairstown for many years to come. The graduation ceremony was attended by Chief Stuart Kise 
and Treasurer Doug Gelsleichter, who were honored to celebrate Joe’s accomplishment alongside his family, friends, and fellow graduates.
Blairstown Hose Co. #1 was also recognized for its donation of rescue stabilization equipment to the Warren County Fire Academy. We 
are proud to support the education and training of future firefighters and remain committed to strengthening the fire service throughout 
Warren County. Congratulations again, Firefighter Joe Marone! Your fire family is proud of you, and we can’t wait to see all that you ac-
complish. Stay safe, and welcome to the next chapter of your firefighting journey! (Courtesy Blairstown Hose Company #1 Facebook)
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Mowing, Overgrown Brush,
Saplings, & Weeds!

TREE SERVICE, Inc.

garyeagle.com

Hours: Tues: 2-10pm; Wed: 4-11pm; Thurs: 4-11pm; Fri: 4pm-2am; 
Sat: 12pm-2am; Sun: 1pm-11pm; CLOSED MON

LIVELIVE

MUSIC
MUSICLIVE

MUSIC Sponsored bySponsored by
w&w Excavating llcw&w Excavating llc

Sponsored by
w&w Excavating llc

LIVE MUSIC: TBA

LIVE MUSIC: TBA

Check Facebook

Check Facebook

For Updates!

For Updates!LIVE MUSIC: TBA

Check Facebook

For Updates!

The Governor’s admis-
sion that approximately 
6,600 individuals who 
identified themselves 
as noncitizens were im-
properly registered to 
vote is a serious failure 
of New Jersey’s election 
safeguards.
“Regardless of whether 

the cause was software 
or human error, the 
State’s voter registration 
system failed. The public 
deserves to know wheth-
er the problem extends 
beyond the registrations 
already identified.
“I am calling on the 

Legislature to suspend 
no-excuse vote-by-mail 
until an independent 

forensic audit of New 
Jersey’s statewide voter 
rolls is completed and 
their accuracy is certi-
fied. During that time, 
voting should take place 
in person with govern-
ment-issued identifica-
tion, subject to accom-
modations required by 
federal law.
“This is not a partisan 

issue. Every eligible vot-
er deserves confidence 
that their lawful vote 
counts equally.
“Election confidence 

cannot be demanded—it 
must be earned through 
transparency, account-
ability, and secure elec-
tions.”

Steinhardt Statement On New 
Jersey Registering 6,600 Non-

Citizens To Vote The Children’s Home 
of Easton announced 
that Executive Director 
Anita Jo Paukovits will 
retire at the end of this 
year, with her official re-
tirement date set for Jan. 
8, 2027, concluding an 
extraordinary 44-year 
career with the organi-
zation.
Paukovits joined The 

Children’s Home of 
Easton as a direct care 
staff member in 1982 
and advanced through 
the organization over 
four decades, serving 
in a variety of leader-
ship roles before being 
named Executive Direc-
tor in 2015.
Throughout her career, 

Paukovits has played an 

instrumental role in the 
organization’s growth 
and evolution, helping 
expand its reach while 
remaining steadfast in its 
mission to serve children 
and families in need.
Since becoming Execu-

tive Director, she has led 
the organization with 
compassion, vision, and 
an unwavering com-
mitment to excellence. 
Under her leadership, 
The Children’s Home of 
Easton has strengthened 
its programs, expanded 
services, enhanced com-
munity partnerships, 
and increased its impact 
throughout the Lehigh 
Valley and beyond.
“It has been an incred-

ible honor to serve The 

The Children’s Home of Easton Announces Upcoming Retire-
ment of Executive Director Anita Jo Paukovits

Children’s Home of 
Easton for more than 
four decades,” said Pau-
kovits. “I am deeply 
grateful to our dedicated 
staff, Board of Direc-
tors, donors, volunteers, 
and community part-
ners whose commitment 
makes this important 
work possible every day. 
I have every confidence 
that the organization 
will continue to thrive 
and make a meaningful 
difference in the lives of 
children and families for 
years to come.”
“The Board of Direc-

tors is deeply grateful 
for Anita’s extraordinary 
leadership and unwaver-
ing dedication to our mis-
sion,” said Arden Miller, 
Chair of the Board of 
Directors. “Her vision, 
compassion, and com-
mitment have strength-
ened this organization 
in countless ways, leav-
ing a lasting legacy that 
will benefit generations 
of children and families. 
While we will certainly 
miss her leadership, we 
are committed to ensur-

ing a thoughtful transi-
tion and building upon 
the strong foundation 
she has established.”
The Board of Directors 

has initiated a compre-
hensive search for the 
organization’s next Ex-
ecutive Director. An an-
nouncement regarding 
Paukovits’ successor is 
expected later this year.
The Children’s Home 

of Easton remains com-
mitted to its mission of 
providing compassionate 
care and support to chil-
dren and families. The 
organization is confident 
the leadership transition 
will be seamless and will 
position it for continued 
success in serving the 
community.
About The Children’s 

Home of Easton
The Children’s Home 

of Easton is dedicated 
to improving the lives 
of children and families 
through compassionate 
care, innovative pro-
grams, and community 
partnerships. For more 
information, visit www.
thechildrenshome.org.



July 30, 2026 Page 13The Free Weekly Press

Losing your HEARING
or are your ears just plugged with earwax?

FIND OUT FOR YOURSELF!
You are invited for a FREE ear inspection

using the latest video technology.

Call now to avoid waiting!
It’s All FREE!

FREE Complete Electronic Hearing Test**
This Audiometric evaluation will precisely show what you’ve been missing.

FREE Video Otoscope Ear Inspection***
This show-all Picture of your ear canal is displayed on a color TV
monitor, so you’ll see exactly what we see.

FREE In-Office Repairs
All in-office hearing aid repairs shall be free... and factory repairs,
regardless of make or model shall be 50% off.

All-In-The-Ear
$995.00

All-In-The-Canal
$1,595.00

The Digital Programmable
Hearing Aid of the future...

IS HERE TODAY!

OR... Maybe you want our tiny completely-in-the-canal
hearing aids. No manual volume controls for you
to adjust. Just slip it into your ear , it adjusts itself
automatically as you listen!*

0% financing
Available

WE OFFER HEARING AIDS AT NO COST TO FEDERAL WORKERS
AND RETIREES! That’s right! No Co-Pay! No Exam Fee!
No Adjustment Fee! You are covered for hearing aids with no out-of-pocket expense. 1 year warranty. If
you have a basic plan, we have factory pricing for non-qualifiers. Similar plans are avialble to PA state employees. Please call for details.

*Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experience may vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fit and ability to adjust to amplification. A Miracle Ear representative can determine which model and options
may be right for you. Hearing test and video otoscopic inspection are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. These are not medical exams or diagnoses, nor are they intended to replace a physician’s care.
If you suspect a medical problem, please seek treatment from your doctor. 5128ROP c>FS Marketing Services, Inc.

Miracle Ear at
Slate Belt Optical

352 Blue Valley Drive,
Bangor, PA 18013

610-838-6637

Sears Hearing
Aid Center

Stroud Mall Route 611,
Stroudsburg, PA. 18360

570-476-9949

$1000.00 Off the suggested 
Retail Price of a set of digital 
hearing aids Solutions 1,2,3,4

V
 

Miracle Ear
1343 Blue alley Drive
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-674-1196

Miracle Ear Center
201 Strykers Rd., 

Phillipsburg, NJ 08865
908-954-7997

Offer Expires July 31st

*Miracle Ear is not responsible for any misprints, pricing is subject to change*

 Offer Valid on Model Solution 1- MEMINI- 1 ITC. 100% digital & 
100% programmable. Fits up to 35db kw. Valid at participating 

Miracle Ear Locations. Limit one coupon per purchase. May not be 
combined with other offers and apply to prior sales. Cash value 

1/20 cent. Offer expires 7/31/26

 Offer Valid on Model Solution 1- MEMINI- 1 ITE. 100% digital & 
100% programmable. Fits up to 35db kw. Valid at participating 

Miracle Ear Locations. Limit one coupon per purchase. May not 
be combined with other offers and apply to prior sales.

Cash value 1/20 cent. Offer expires  7/31/26
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Local Business Directory
Promote your business in our local Business Directory for

ONLY $228 for 12 Weeks! Thats Only $19/Week 

CARPET CLEANING

TREE WORK

Jim’s Tree
 Service

610-588-5761
908-763-5709

1-800-793-0465

40 Years In Business!

GOUCHERTREESERVICE.COM

610-588-5761
908-763-5709

1-800-793-0465

 NJ License: NJTC 784049 

Professional Tree Care
Stump Grinding 

Articulating Tractor
Removes Grindings 

Both Fit Through a 36in Gate 

Jim Goucher, Jr. &  Karen Goucher

40 Years In Business!

Call Us at  484-988-0969 or 
Email us at: thepressads@gmail.com 

for more details Today!

Gardens Need TLC?

St. Luke’s Penn Foundation Celebrates 5 Years of Growth, Integration and Expanded Access to 
Mental Health Care

This summer marks the 
fifth anniversary of Penn 
Foundation’s merger with 
St. Luke’s University 
Health Network, a part-
nership that has strength-
ened access to high-
quality, integrated mental 
health services throughout 
eastern Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey.
Today, St. Luke’s Penn 

Foundation (SLPF) oper-
ates 35 inpatient and out-
patient programs across 
more than 30 locations, 
making it the largest ful-
ly integrated network of 
mental health and addic-
tion treatment services 
in the region. Through a 
compassionate, personal-
ized and holistic approach, 
SLPF provides compre-
hensive care that address-
es the mental, physical and 
emotional well-being of 
those it serves.
“Over the past five years, 

we have expanded our 
reach, enhanced the qual-
ity of our services and 
strengthened our ability to 
meet the growing mental 
health needs of our com-
munities,” said Wayne A. 
Mugrauer, who served as 
president of Penn Foun-
dation before the merger 
and continues to lead St. 
Luke’s Penn Foundation 
today. “As part of the Net-
work ranked #1 in the na-
tion for quality, safety, and 
patient experience, we are 
able to provide fully inte-
grated mental health and 
medical care that improves 
outcomes and enhances 
the lives of the people we 
serve.”
Mental health has long 

been a strategic priority 
for St. Luke’s, and it has 
consistently ranked as 
a top need in St. Luke’s 
Community Health Needs 
Assessment. In 2018, the 

Network tripled the num-
ber of its mental health in-
patient beds, becoming the 
region’s largest provider 
of inpatient mental health 
services. Later, St. Luke’s 
Sacred Heart in Allentown 
opened the Lehigh Val-
ley’s first Level IV medi-
cal detoxification unit, 
providing 24-hour medical 
supervision for individuals 
withdrawing from alcohol 
and other substances.
Since joining St. Luke’s 

in 2021, St. Luke’s Penn 
Foundation has achieved 
a number of significant ac-
complishments, including:
Expanded Mobile En-

gagement Services (MES) 
into Lehigh County and 
lower Bucks County, 
bringing addiction out-
reach, crisis intervention 
and care coordination to 
more individuals in need.
Launched Victory for 

Veterans, a special-

ized program providing 
trauma-informed mental 
health, substance use and 
social services support for 
veterans, first in Carbon 
County and later expand-
ing into Schuylkill and 
Monroe counties.
Opened a Mental Health 

Walk-in Center in Lehigh-
ton, providing immedi-
ate access to assessments, 
crisis support and connec-
tions to ongoing treatment.
Increased access to 

community-based care 
for children and adoles-
cents through Your Emo-
tional Strength Supported! 
(YESS!), a school-based 
counseling program.
Expanded Employee As-

sistance Program (EAP) 
services, including the 
opening of a new Bethle-
hem location to support 
continued growth and im-
prove access for employers 
and employees.

Advanced the integra-
tion of mental health and 
primary care services 
through embedded clini-
cians and collaborative 
care models that provide 
coordinated treatment in a 
single care setting.
Secured a federally fund-

ed Certified Community 
Behavioral Health Clinic 
(CCBHC) grant, enhanc-
ing access to comprehen-
sive services, strengthen-
ing care coordination and 
expanding community 
partnerships.
Opened a new outpa-

tient office in Tamaqua, 
expanding access to high-
quality mental health ser-
vices in a rural commu-
nity where access to care 
can be challenging. The 
office also leverages the 
expertise of St. Luke’s Ru-
ral Psychiatry residents, 
who provide counseling 
and other outpatient ser-
vices while gaining valu-
able clinical experience.
Expanded the Adoles-

cent Partial Hospitaliza-
tion Program, broaden-
ing the age range served 
and increasing capacity 
to meet growing demand 
for intensive mental health 
treatment. The expan-
sion enables more youth 
to receive structured, 
therapeutic support while 
remaining connected to 
their families, schools and 
communities.
Launched two new 

Graduate Medical Educa-

tion programs - Addiction 
Medicine and Addiction 
Psychiatry Fellowships - 
to help address workforce 
shortages and train the 
next generation of mental 
health specialists. These 
additions bring the total 
number of mental health-
related training programs 
to four, joining Psychiatry 
and Rural Psychiatry.
Unified services under a 

single identity, St. Luke’s 
Penn Foundation Men-
tal Health Services, and 
launched an integrated 
website, StLukesPen-
nFoundation.org, to im-
prove access to informa-
tion and resources.
Transitioned to a single 

electronic health record 
system, creating one com-
prehensive medical record 
that integrates physical 
and mental health infor-
mation and supports more 
coordinated care.
“The last five years have 

been transformative,” 
Mugrauer said. “Through 
new programs, expanded 
locations, integrated care 
models and strategic in-
vestments in access, we’ve 
been able to reach more 
individuals and families 
than ever before. From 
veterans and youth to 
people facing addiction, 
mental illness or a men-
tal health crisis, our focus 
remains on ensuring that 
high-quality care is avail-
able whenever and wher-
ever it is needed.”
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Ads with
Photos!

$18

Siding, Roofer, and 
Window Installer.
Experienced only.

Must have drivers li
cense.  Work available 

immediately. Call 
Comunale Construction 
at 610-588-6715 TS

CDL DRIVERS 
& LABORERS 

WANTED
Henry Yeska & 

Son Septic 
Service Is Now 

Hiring CDL 
Drivers Class

 A & B and 
 Laborers. Full 

Time & Part Time 
positions available. 

Experience
preferred but not 

required. Will 
train on the job. 

Please call 
the office at 

610-759-3290

Part Time Tree Helper 
Wanted! Must Have 

Valid DL. Call 
610-588-1034

Help Wanted
Must Have Taken 
CDL Endorsment 

Class A or B
Benefits Offered
& Vacation Time
Apply by Calling

610-759-3290

NOW HIRING
 SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

CDL Class B
P & S Endorsments

Will Train.
Call 973-383-2786

stockerbus@gmail.com

Position for oil 
burner service 

tech! Must have 
experience in oil 
burner cleanings, 
service, and air 
conditioning.
Blairstown &

 Belvidere areas. 
Call: 908-362-8910

Bus Person
Wanted!

Mt. Bethel
Diner, 

Apply In
Person.

2600 North
Delaware Dr.,

Mt. Bethel

OFFICE SUITE 
WITH PRIVATE 
BATHROOM.
 2ND FLOOR,

INCLUDES HEAT 
AND ELECTRIC. IN 

UPPER MT. BETHEL, 
$575/MO. CALL:

570-977-7495 FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT

Rentals
Community 

Wide Yard Sale 
- SAVE THE 

DATE!
Roseto, PA:
 July 31st 
through
Aug. 2nd

Yard Sale

TREE WORK

Craig Wickett 

TRIMMING - REMOVAL - STORM DAMAGE - FIREWOOD
STUMP GRINDING - CHIPPING - WE DO SLATE REPAIRS!

Free Estimates | Fully Insured

CraigWickettTreeWork.com

For Fast Service, Call:
H: 610-599-6882
C: 610-442-2996

75ft
BUCKET

TRUCK
75ft

BUCKET
TRUCK

24 Hr. Emergency
Storm Damage Service

Call for Discount

Part Time - 
Scale attendant 
sand & gravel 

quarry in 
Great Meadows. 
Will Train 2 days 
per week 7am to 

4pm. Call: 
908-637-4922

or email
joanne@

piocosta.com

353 Robin Dr., 
Nazareth PA
7/30 & 7/31, 
8am- 12 pm

Household 
Items, 

home decor, 
furniture,
 clothing
& more!
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