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North Warren Crowns This Bangor and Pen Argyl Take Their Rivalry

Year’s Homecoming King and To The Field Hockey Field

Queen During Game Against gy WINC
Belvidere £ o

-1. : i Lo L] bt
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Pen Argyl took on Bangor during their Rivalry Field Hockey game
on October 14th. Bangor won 1 to 0. Photo by Dale Young/The Free
Weekly Press

North Warren took on Belvidere High School . .

on October 16th. Belvidere won 21 to 8. Senior nght Girls Soccer Game
Pictured above is this year’'s Homecoming -

Queen, Chelsea Forte and this year’s King, | .as
Matthew Brando. Photo by Dale Young/The
Free Weekly Press

Bangor and Pen Argyl Tie
During Rivalry Soccer Game

North Warren went head to head against Belvidere during their Se-
nior Night Girls Soccer Game on October 13th. North Warren won,
3 to 0. Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Bangor took on Pen Argyl during their Se-
nior Night boys soccer rivalry game on Oc- A .
tober 14th, they played to 2 to 2 tie. Photo by —
Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press
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The Slate Belt Heritage Center Announces
Their Veteran’s Day Program To Be Held on
November 8th

Project Self-Sufficiency Hosts Event for
Expectant and New Parents

Expectant parents and
those with young children
are invited to receive use-
ful advice about bond-
ing with their children at
a free Baby Beginnings
Fair offered by Project
Self-Sufficiency, Thurs-
day, October 22nd, 1:00
p.m. Attendees will also
be able to access the re-
sources they need to be
successful, including free
and reduced cost activi-
ties for families, informa- .
tion about early childhood —

The Slate Belt Heritage Center will host its November “Veteran’s
Day Program” on Sunday, November 8th at 2:00 PM. Mr. Perry Mor-
ris will lead a ceremony honoring all veterans, featuring the “Thir-
teen Folds” flag ceremony alongside patriotic stories and informa-
tion. All veterans and their families are warmly invited to attend. The
program will be held at the Slate Belt Heritage Center, 30 North 1st
Street, Bangor, PA. For additional information, please contact Karen
Brewer at 484-894-5661.

' Serving the Slate Belt & Surrounding Areas in PA,
and Warren, Sussex & Hunterdon Co. in NJ

= PRESS
Please send your news articles,
photographs, announcements and other

information to us!
Email: thepressmail@gmail.com

Mailing Address:
PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013

Deadline for submissions is noon on
FRIDAY prior to publication date.

Advertising inquiries can be sent to
thepressads@gmail.com

Call Us 484-988-0969
www.thepressnewsonline.com

Like us on Facebook!
@; The PRESS News Online

4
Please take the time to support the

businesses who advertise in this
newspaper. Shop Local!

Visit. our,website for a list of drop-off locations!

health and development,
and other topics. Lunch
will be provided along
with free baby items,
prizes and unique give-
aways. The Baby Begin-
nings event is part of a
Family Connects NJ pro-
gram which supplements
Project Self-Sufficiency’s
robust programs for preg-
nant women and parents
of young children, includ-
ing home visitation pro-
grams, monthly Mommy
Parties, and Parent Cafes.

parents of young children
are invited to call 973-
940-3500 to register.

“Accurate information
about healthy relation-
ships, early childhood,
and development is cru-
cial for the success of
new parents and we are
grateful to offer this in-
formation session to the
community,”  explains
Deborah  Berry-Toon,
Executive Director of
Project Self-Sufficiency.
“In addition to free items

Family Connects NJ

Baby Beginnings Fairs
allow pregnant women
and new parents to en-
gage with area experts
and meet others in simi-
lar circumstances.”

To register for the Fam-
ily Connects NJ Baby
Beginnings Fair, to dis-
cuss your early child-
hood parenting needs,
or to find out more about
other programs and ser-
vices available at Project
Self-Sufficiency, call 973-

Pregnant

women and for baby and family, the 940-3500.

New to the Blue Mountain
Community Library

Blue Mountain Community Library News:
The library is located at 216 S. Robinson Ave. in Pen Argyl. Open hours are Monday-Sat-
urday 10am-12pm and Monday and Thursday 6-8pm. Questions?
Call 610-863-3029 or email info@bmcl.org.

Our new stairlift has been installed, thanks to grant funding from both the Green Knight

Economic Development Corporation and Libraries Transforming Communities: Accessi-

ble Small and Rural Communities via the American Library Association. It will be inspect-
ed and ready for use soon.

Stop by to see our beautiful new siding, lighting, and lettering on our building, via Wag-

ner's Wood Specialties, thanks to a generous grant from the Green Knight Economic
Development Corporation.

Get your ticket now for a special luncheon with author Lee Upton on Thurs., Oct. 8 at

12pm at Grace United Methodist Church, 404 E. Mountain Ave., Pen Argyl. Tickets are $15

and available at the library through Sept. 26. Cash or check. Visit www.leeupton.com and
check out one of her books!

Fall Preschool Storytime will meet the first and third Wednesdays of each month at
10:30am: Oct. 7 and 21, Nov. 4 and 18, and Dec. 2 and 16. Participants are required to
register for each storytime they plan to attend; send child’s name, birthdate, parent/guard-
ian’s name, and phone number to info@bmcl.org, or provide this info at the library or via
610-863-3029. Deadline is Monday two days prior to each storytime. Spots are limited.

Our Readers' Raffle will continue through September! Every time you use your library
card, get a chance to win a $25 gift certificate to Zanette's Nazareth Grill!

The adult book discussion group next meets on Tues., Sept. 8 at 6:30pm to discuss "The
Berry Pickers" by Amanda Peters. Email info@bmcl.org to RSVP.

Thanks to donors, we have new wooden puzzles and a cute new table and chairs in the
children's room! Come check them out - and try our school-themed scavenger hunt for
September.

New to the circulating collection:

Adult fiction:
The Unicorn Hunters (Katherine Arden); Seek the Traitor's Son (Veronica Roth); Project
Hail Mary (Andy Weir); Want to Know a Secret? (Freida McFadden); The Intruder (Freida
McFadden)

Large print:
Ghost to the Rescue (Carolyn Hart); An Island Wedding (Jenny Colgan); Jacqueline in
Paris (Ann Mah)

YA fiction:
Amethyst: Princess of Gemworld (Shannon Hale and Dean Hale); The Okay Witch (Emma
Steinkellner; Table Titans Club (Scott Kurtz); Crown of Midnight (Sarah J. Maas); Frank
Herbert's Dune [graphic novel] (Brian Herbert and Kevin J. Anderson); George Washing-
ton (Jeffrey Finegan)

YA nonfiction:
Lafayette! [graphic novel] (Nathan Hale); Total Olympics (Jeremy Fuchs); The King of
Sting (Coyote Peterson)

Juvenile fiction:

Poppleton (Cynthia Rylant); Call of the Sound Dragon (Tracey West); Amy the Amethyst
Fairy (Daisy Meadows); Prism's Paint (Emily Bliss); Vacation Dreams (Sue Bentley); Dory
and the Real True Friend (Abby Hanlon); Intergalactic Gas (Aaron Blabey); Peanut Butter
and Jelly (Ben Clanton); Narwhal's Otter Friend (Ben Clanton); InvestiGATORS Heist and
Seek (John Patrick Green); The Seals on the Bus (Lenny Hort); This Book Is Perfect! (Ron
Keres); Pete the Cat and the New Guy (Kimberly and James Dean); The World Needs More
Purple People (Kristen Bell and Benjamin Hart); 5-Minute Pinkalicious Stories (Victoria

Kann); Trollbella Throws a Party (Chris Colfer)

Juvenile nonfiction:
Who Would Win? (Jerry Pallotta); Lions (Amy Sky Koster); Weird Sea Creatures (Lau-
ra Marsh); What Was the Gold Rush? (Joan Holub); What Was the Titanic? (Stephanie
Sabol); What Was Woodstock? (Joan Holub); The Everything Kids' Science Experiments
Book (Tom Robinson); Explorers: Triumphs and Troubles (Paul Mason); 100,000 Whys
(Ryan Hale); The Marvelous Thing That Came from a Spring (Gilbert Ford)
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You and ME

If your husband won't listen,
bring him to me!

Miracle Ear | Miracle Ear Center
Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)
1619 N. Ninth Street,
Stroudsburg, PA 18360

570-476-9949

1343 Blue Valley Drive,
Pen Argyl, PA 18072

610-588-3383
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Bangor October Fest - October 17th and 18th

Photos by DaIe Younnghe Free Weekly Press
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New to the Bangor
Public Library

39 S Main St, Bangor, PA 18013
Phone: (610) 588-4136

Adult Fiction:
The Memory of Borrowed Books: A Novel by Meg Anderson; Adam &
Eve by Jeffrey Archer; Broken Rival: A Novel by Tessa Bailey; Grim
Tidings: A Novel by B. K. Borison; Peck & Peck: A Novel by Bonnie
Garmus; Archipelago of Light by Dmitri Lincoln Mehlhorn; A Season
of Secrets by Fern Michaels; Mestra: A Short Story by Madeline Mill-
er; Life Out of Order by Audrey Niffenegger; Bad Words: A Novel by
Rioghnach Robinson; Ruthless: A Novel by Danielle Steel; Cozy Little
Christmas by RaeAnne Thayne; Nantucket Christmas Stroll: A Novel
by Nancy Thayer; Return to the Shack: A Journey Into Redemption by
William P. Young

Adult Non Fiction:
One Helluva Ride by Michael Douglas; Blockers: Rebels in the Deep
State by Michael Lewis; The Rush: California Gold, The Civil War, and
The Making of the Modern World by Nathaniel Philbrick

Large Print Adult Fiction:
Love You More: A Novel by Emily Giffin; Hollow Bones: A Novel by Jodi
Picoult

Easy Fiction:
Duel by Shawn Harris; The Little Stone Buddha by Grace Lin; The
Christmas House by Erin Napier; The Hungry Pup by Conor Rawson;
Dinosaurs

Junior Non Fiction:
Wild Weather: Storms, Meteorology, and Climate by M. K. Reed; Dino-
saurs: Fossils and Feathers by M. K. Reed; Robots and Drones; Past,
Present, and Future by Marighread Scott; Flying Machines: How the
Wright Brothers Soared by Benjamin A. Wilgus; Cars: Engines that
Move You by Dan Zettwoch

Young Adult Fiction:
Trust fall by Lynn Painter

Young Adult Non Fiction:
Mexikid Dreams: A Graphic Memoir by Pedro Martin




Page4  TheFreeWeeklyPress  October21,2026

BANGOR (2) ¥'S PEN ARGYL (2) SENIOR NIGHT BOYS SOCCER

Dennis Antunes with his parents, Aidan Cinelli with his parents, Jack Lambert with his parents,
Michael and Sandra Nick and Nikki Jeff and Kristin

'711:-~*"”~'

Raul Sarango with his parents, Ethan Sellers with his parents,
Liliana and Raul John and Alissa and his sister, Eliana
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00D GAHES CRAFTS. ACTIVITIES. FUN
FOR TI-IE WHOI.E FAMILY!
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BANGOR (2) V'S PEN ARGYL (2) SENIOR NIGHT BOYS SOCCER CONTINUED

Chayse Panczer with his parents,

Steve and Lauren

Domestic violence can
affect anyone regardless
of age, race, background
or circumstance, leading
the Warren County Board
of County Commissioners
to declare October as Do-
mestic Violence Aware-
ness Month and highlight
the mission of the Do-
mestic Abuse and Sexual
Assault Crisis Center of
Warren County.

“When someone is in
such a difficult situation,
second-guessing their
decisions, it’s amazing
to have such a wonder-
ful team to help people
through what is probably
one of the worst times of

their lives,” said Com-
missioner Director Lori
Ciesla.

This annual proclama-
tion emphasizes the New
Jersey Legislature’s 1991
findings that declared
domestic violence a seri-
ous crime against society,
urging residents to work
together to raise aware-
ness and support those
who have been victim-
ized.

“Behind every statistic
is an individual, a family
member and a communi-
ty impacted by domestic
violence, and that’s why
DASSAC is so important,
because they are a place

i !-53 » ., Bagaily
w

Francis Renner with his parents,

—yrE N L

Andrea and Frank

DASACC Recognized During Domestic Violence Awareness Month

to seek help and shelter,”
noted Commissioner
James R. Kern 111, adding
that “as a governing body,
everything needs to be
done to support the work
of DASACC and shine a
light on these situations.”

Survivors of domestic vi-
olence may face physical
harm, emotional trauma,
and significant challenges
in accessing safety, sup-
port, and services, and de-
serve practical assistance,
meaningful choices, and a
coordinated community
response.

“l want to thank ev-
eryone for their support
throughout the year, and

especially to the Commis-
sioners for this meaning-
ful recognition. It means
so much to us and we look
forward to another year
of caring for our com-
munity,” said Isela Arras,
Executive Director of DA-
SACC.

The non-profit served
925 people across War-
ren County this year with
the assistance of eight le-
gal advocates. They also
provided 234 instances
of technical assistance to
professionals, participated
in multiple community
and statewide meetings
and maintained approxi-
mately 5,000 hours of on-

Jordin Ricardo with his parents,
Adrian and Jenna

call crisis coverage.

DASACC’s Abuse In-
tervention services help
identify abusive behav-
iors, promote account-
ability and prevent future
violence while support-
ing long-term community
safety and healing. Resi-
dents are urged to stand
together and make a con-
certed effort to support

survivors and work to-
ward a community where
everyone can live free
from domestic violence.

“It’s great to see every-
one here, supporting the
cause and combating this

quiet problem. Thank

you,” said Commissioner
Jason J. Sarnoski.
To learn more,
www.dasacc.org

visit

L

!
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821 Georgetown Road, Nazareth, PA
610-759-3290 - www.yeskasepticservice.com

In Business for Over 100 Years!

Industrial, Commercial, & Residential
Cleaning * Pumping ¢ Repairs ° Installations

oJAerators
e]Drain|Eield/Restoration
!SepticiTanki{Repair
«sTankiReplacement

"RECEIVE
1 $10 OFF |

Your Next
I_Septic Pumping_|

ISepticiranks)
O(ICED UERS
s]Cesspools

oJFish|Ponds

oiSewer/Pumps
o!Sewer/Alarms

publication at prices starting as low as

(e Keady for fall!

Advertise your upcoming fall events in our
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NORTH WARREN (@) Ws IELVIDERE ((l) @IBLS SUCCER SENIUR LNEIGHT

Ruth Newport W|t her parents,
Alison and Nick

Photos by Dale Younnghe Free Weekly Press
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pe

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL f-f |-’

SLATE - METAL - SHINGLES

GOODYEAR RUBBER ROOFS
5”7 & 6” ALUMINUM

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
P: 610-588-7452 C: 610-533-9454 F: 610-588-9192
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PA REG. #PA058650

TomAhearn Electric

Eectric Generator Installation

& Home Improvement

Residential/Commercial Electric

nght Carpentry | Painting | Home Repairs

610-588-6790
i — =
== (C: 484-515-1134 ==

PROUDLY SERVING ALL OF
WARREN, SUSSEX, MONROE,
AND NORTHHAMPTON COUNTIES.

DESIGNED
FUNERALS AND

CREMATIONS

L b DO R Y

REALNONEGROUP
NEXT DOOR

Salesperson/Realtor ®
NJ 2668456  PA RS381434
Office: 908-777-0599 | Mobile: 919-819-6933
VERONICA.ROGNEXTDOOR@GMAIL.COM
279 Rt. 31, Suite 4, Washington, NJ 07882
VeronicaSarno.MyRealtyOneGroup.com

Each office is independently owned & operated

PREMIER AND PERSONALIZED SERVICES AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

ERIK J. 5CHMNEIDER, OWMNER/MANAGER, MJ LIC 4928

200 RT. 94 BLAIRSTOWN
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VWARREN (8) V'S BELVIDERE (21) HOMECOMING FOOTBALL GAME

"f WERNEB TRA NSMISSIUN

~  “Full Service SHop - Transmissions and more”

RM.'ING AND DOMESTIE 4

PA STATE INSPECTIONS / EMISSIONS
BRAKES - OIL CHANGES = EXHAUST = MUCH MORE

o) day-Friday 8 5 o ‘
N o oo ave k. Bangor pa. ©10-599-1 605

[T TTINEWANTAVOUNSTOISEND[USIVOURIIOCATINEWS

Sk LOCAL NEWS IS OUR MOST TRUSTED SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE WORLD AROUND US. IT PROVIDES A
S = SHARED UNDERSTANDING ABOUT WHAT'S HAPPENING IN OUR TOWN HALLS, SCHOOLS, & BUSINESSES.

BUT{LOCALNEWSISEEMSITO/BEIDISARREARING

A Decline In Original Reporting Leads To A Less Informed Public. A Less Informed Public Equals Voter
& Civic Engagement Decline, Which Leads To Government Waste Increase, & Public Polarization Increases.

HELP KEEP LOGAL NEWS ALIVE

‘ Local News Connects Us To Our Community & Our Neighbors. It Uplifts Voices That Would Otherwise Go Unheard!
Local news demands accountability of community businesses & local governmental bodies, and it forces decision
making structures to operate within the publics view,

Email us your news today at thepressmail@gmail.com
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Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Pre
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Providing Insurance & Financial Services———

Debbie Pettinari

Agent

nnl__rt,h%\gEEN COSTUME PARTY! o3Ae |
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106 S. Broadway
Wind Gap, PA 18091

Bus: 610-881-4433
Fax: 610-881-4432
Cell: 484-695-8070

TODD’S
AUTO BODY

"‘ FEATURING:
« LED DANCE FLOOR,
o' ¥, MUSIC & DRINKS! -~

Live Music
This Sat.,
October 24th
The Cowboy
& The Hippy

610-588-4633

1025 Mt. Bethel Hwy.
Rt. 512, Mt. Bethel, PA

Like us on :
| Facebook _‘

.

Hours: Tues: 2-10pm; Wed: 4-11pm;
Thurs: 4-11pm; Fri: 4pm-2am;

toddsauto@carcarepa.com
We work with all insurance companies!

Hours: Monday-Fricay, 8am-5pm

Sat: 12pm-2am; Sun: 1pm-11pm;
CLOSED MONDAY
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BANGOR (1) V'S PEN ARGYL (0) GIRLS FIELD HOCKEY GAME - CONTINUED

During this difficult time, sharing the news shouldn't be an extra burden.
We are here to help you notify friends, neighbors, and the community
about the upcoming services for your beloved family member.

«» Simple Process: We guide you through every step.

. Community Reach: Ensure everyone who cared has the chance to
" pay their respects.

', Affordable Options: Packages tailored to fit your family's needs.

~ GetinTouch Today 1 "B PRIZES INCLUDE: DESIGNER PURSES, GIFT CARDS, MENS TOOLS, & BASKETS!
For details on pricing and placement, please contact us at:

2 thepressads@gmail.com | Sponsored By Trinity UCC Church
632 S. Delaware Dr., Mt. Bethel, PA
QA FMI or Tickets Call: Trinity UCC at 610-588-1989

e i
@\?:\\“‘ Free Estimates | Flllly Insured Tickets Cost: $20 in Advanece, $25 at the Door

N
W'TREE WORK (Buays 20 Gamen of Bingo)
484 175 Tickets Available; First Come - First Serve

TRIMMING - REMOVAL - STORM DAMAGE - FIREW0OD s (NO Refunds After Purchase!)
STUMP GRINDING - CHIPPING - WE DO SLATE REPAIRS! (S N GRAND & SPECIAL PRIZESIWILL BE|

JiHeEmergency  For Fast Service, Call: 3 / AVAILABLE AT, AN ADDITIONALCOST:

S8 SiormDamage Service  H: 610-599-6882 ¥ Lunch & Dessert For/Sale
g - Call for Discount C: 610-442-2996 (No Outside Food Permitted) ;
ANYONE UNDER THE = “_

Cre_ug Wickett AGE OF 15 MUST Proceeds Benefit
CraigWickettTreeWork.com BY AN ADULT TO PLAY! The)Trinity General Fund
- -
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Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary?

Mary E. Stone
Stone Associates
Landscape Design
& Consulting,
Blairstown, NJ

Hello fellow readers,

On Sunday after-
noon, Jolee and I ven-
tured to one of my favor-
ite places for meditative
walks among the trees—
Mohican Outdoor Center
in Blairstown. Despite
lackluster autumn colors
elsewhere, the foliage
surrounding the camp
was glorious.

Driving in, a Haunt-
ed Trails sign caught my
eye. We parked at the
base of Camp Road and
walked uphill alongside
the cascading mountain
stream. Visitors passed
by on their way home
from their adventures,
some returning from
hikes along the Appala-
chian Trail, which rises
above the camp.

CURRENCY -

Beyond the lodge,
we veered left toward the
woodland trails, where
creepy creatures greeted
us. I always giggle over
people’s fascination with
Halloween decorations.
My previous rescue,
Miss Ellie Mae, feared
the haunted yard art on
our morning walks. Jol-
ee, however, is curious.

A green dragon stood
out against the wood-
land setting, while dan-
gling ghosts and goblins
blended into the shad-
ows, creating an eerie
atmosphere. Far less ap-
pealing were skeletons,
disturbing dolls, and a
colorful carnival tent of-
fering “Free Hugs.” No-
body was home, thank-
fully!

A discarded ticket re-
vealed the displays were
part of the Appalachian
Mountain Club’s Haunt-
ed Trails event. Having
enjoyed Camp Mohican
for years, I marveled
at the effort it took to
transform these peace-
ful woods into a spooky
playground.

Halloween’s fasci-
nation with frightening
things dates back 2,000
years to the Celts, who
held the festival of Sam-
hain (pronounced sow-in)
from sunset on October

WE ARE CURRENTLY BUYING:
GoLD & SILVER BULLION ¢ COINS

IR

ESTATES ¢ ANTIQUES
COLLECTIBLES ¢ SPORTS CARDS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE ESTATES

HONEST & TRANSPARENT
PRICING YOU CAN TRuUST!

31 to sundown the fol-
lowing day. The night
of the 31st is when they
believed the spirits of the
dead returned, so they set
places at their tables to
invite them home. They
dressed in disguise and
visited neighbors, recit-
ing verses in exchange
for food like nuts and
apples. They believed
spirits helped the priests
predict the future, which
comforted people as they
faced the harsh winter

FINDER'S COLLECTION 6
STORAGE DISCOVERIES

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AT
128 RT. 94, BLAIRSTOWN, NJ

NEXT To THE TRACTOR SUPPLY!
EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

908-535-4064

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
We Do House Clean Outs!

ahead.

Centuries later, No-
vember 1 became All
Saints’ Day, and the eve-
ning before was called All
Hallows’ Eve, eventually
Halloween. Over time,
ancient traditions evolved
into costumes, candy, and
increasingly  gruesome
decorations. Give me
smiling pumpkins and
friendly ghosts instead!

Near the nature center,
a display warned of “Tox-
ic Waste.” Now that’s
frightening. 1 feel the
same way about chemi-
cals used unnecessarily in
crop fields, gardens, and
landscapes.

At Catfish Pond, a
red canoe held a masked
figure resembling Jason
Voorhees from Friday
the 13th. Jolee, oblivious
to the lurking menace,
jumped into the pond for
a dip and a drink. Ma-
neuvering behind the
canoe, she tangled her
retractable leash beneath
it. There I was, getting
close and personal with

Monday-Thursday
2 Large Plain Pizza

$26.

Pick-Up or Delivery ONLY. Toppings Extra. |

Dine-In

Take-Out
Open Daily: 11am-10pm

a masked murderer while
attempting to free my dog
by unclipping the leash. I
nearly toppled the fellow
into the water!

Once untangled, Jol-
ee celebrated her free-
dom with exuberant
zoomies, racing between
trees with the finesse of
an award-winning agility
dog. Her joy was conta-
gious.

Sundays can be mel-
ancholy for me these
days. The ending of a
long relationship a year
ago still brings waves
of sadness. Grief has a
way of sneaking up, rath-
er like those Halloween
creatures. But Jolee’s un-
inhibited happiness lifted
my spirits.

We then headed to
our favorite swimming
spot, where a grand scrub
pine hovers over Cat-
fish Pond. I remembered
collecting heart-shaped
stones along the shore-
line after my brother Bill
passed away, tucking
them into a nook in the

95°

Delivery

trunk. Those little trea-
sures comforted me on
difficult days.

Standing beside Jol-
ee, her soggy head await-
ing pets, I gazed across
the pond. Bare branches
framed a tree still holding
reddish autumn leaves,
the tranquil water mirror-
ing the scene. I picked up
an oak leaf and released
it along the shoreline, re-
membering Bill’s Lesson
of the Leaf—the wisdom
of letting go when the
time comes.

That’s why I return to
these woods. Among the
trees, there’s room for
laughter, sadness, memo-
ries, and healing. A place
to let go of the ghosts
of losses and hurts that
still weigh on our hearts.
At the same time, a lit-
tle Halloween mischief
along the trails reminds
us that joy waits around
the next bend.

Garden Dilemmas?
AskMaryStone.com or
tune in on your favorite
podcast app.

'$5 OI'I'
- $30°

*Cannot combine with any
other offers. Must present |
coupons.

Caterlng Available

(95¢ Delivery Fee) Call for Delivery Range
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What’s the Deal with Skill Games in PA?

The debate surrounding
skill games in Pennsyl-
vania has been ongoing
for more than a decade.
To understand where
things stand today, it
is important to look at
how these machines be-
came part of the Com-
monwealth’s  gaming
landscape and the le-
gal challenges that fol-
lowed.

In 2004, Pennsylvania
passed the Gaming Act,
legalizing and regulat-
ing slot machines at li-
censed casinos. The law
was expanded in 2010
to permit table games at
these establishments.
Around 2014, skill-
game machines be-
gan appearing in
convenience stores,
restaurants, bars and
other businesses

throughout Pennsylva-
nia. Unlike traditional
slot machines, manufac-
turers argued that these
machines relied primar-
ily on a player’s skill
rather than chance. This
distinction raised a sig-
nificant legal question:
Are skill games consid-
ered slot machines un-
der Pennsylvania law,
or are they a separate
category of devices?

In 2017, law enforce-
ment seized skill-game
machines in Philadel-
phia, arguing that they
were illegal gambling
devices operating with-
out the required gaming
licenses. In 2019, Penn-
sylvania State Police
took additional enforce-
ment action against an
establishment operating
skill game.

These actions led to
years of litigation and
uncertainty, with courts
examining whether the
machines’ outcomes
depended primarily
on skill or chance and
whether they were sub-
ject to Pennsylvania’s
existing gaming laws.

In 2026, the Pennsyl-
vania Supreme Court
ultimately ruled that the
skill-game machines
at issue qualify as slot
machines and are sub-
ject to the Pennsylvania
Gaming Act and Crimes
Code. Therefore, unli-
censed operation outside
of an authorized facility
is illegal. The Court is-
sued a 120-day stay be-
fore its decision takes
effect, providing busi-
nesses time to respond
and giving the General

Assembly an opportuni-
ty to consider potential
legislative changes.

This brings us to where
we are today. The Gen-
eral Assembly must
now determine how to
establish a legal frame-
work for skill games,
including licensing, reg-
ulation, taxation and en-
forcement requirements.
While there is broad
agreement that these
games should operate
under a clear regulatory
framework, parties are
still working to reach
consensus on the specif-
ic details.

Recently, the Gover-
nor publicly proposed
taxing skill games at
52%, with the revenue
directed toward funding
mass transit, primarily
benefiting the Philadel-
phia region. In contrast,
legislation I co-sponsor
proposes a 35% tax rate,
with revenue distributed
more broadly to benefit
residents and communi-
ties throughout Pennsyl-
vania, rather than being
concentrated to one re-
gion of the Common-
wealth.

This is just one ex-
ample of the differing
approaches being con-
sidered, and I remain
hopeful that all parties
will reach a consensus
that will finally bring
clarity and resolution to
this decade-long issue.

te GRAY’S RECYCLING
MULCH - TOP SOIL - STONE - DYED MULCH

Pick Up Or Delivered To Your Location

Fall Hours:
Open Mon-Fri:
Tam-4pm

Commercial & Residential Sales!
MULCH AVAILABLE

Hardwood, Dyed, Black, Brown, Red,

& Cedar Mulches, Topsoil,
Clean Fill, & Wood Chips

We Now Sell Mushroom Soil!

WE ACCEPT YARD DEBRIS

Dumping for Brush, Logs, Wood Chips, & Bales of Straw!

STONE AVAILABLE

River Stone: 3/8”, 3/4”, 1” to 3”

Red Stone 3/4”

ALSO AVAILABLE:
3/4” Gravel, 3/8” Crushed
Gravel, QP Stone, & Stone Dust

We Also Offer

Heavy & Light

Land Clearing

908-4715-3791+" B3 Gray's Recycling Mulch
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Congressman Kean Accepting
Applications for Spring 2027
Internship Program

Congressman Tom
Kean, Jr. (NJ-07) an-
nounced that his offices
in Washington, D.C. and
Lebanon Borough, NJ are
now accepting applica-
tions for the Spring 2027
Internship Program. This
competitive program of-
fers college students the
chance to gain firsthand
experience in the fast-
paced environment of a
congressional office.

Interns play an essential
role in the daily opera-
tions of the office, work-
ing closely with staff
members on a range of
responsibilities, includ-
ing legislative research,
constituent services,
communications, and
more. Participating stu-
dents will also gain valu-
able insight into the leg-
islative process and the
ways in which a Member
of Congress serves the

residents of their district.

“Interns are a critical
part of our team and the
work we do every day to
serve the people of New
Jersey,” said Congress-
man Kean “In both our
New Jersey and Wash-
ington, D.C. offices, our
interns make meaning-
ful contributions while
gaining valuable first-
hand experience in pub-
lic service. I look for-
ward to welcoming our
next class of interns this
spring.”

Interested students must
be currently enrolled in
college and should com-
plete the online applica-
tion form at kean.house.
gov/services/internships.
The deadline to apply
is Monday, November
16, 2026, at 11:59 PM.
Positions are available
in both the Washington,
D.C. and District offices.

TREE SERVICE, Inc.

‘Tree Trimming
*Tree Removal
Stump Grinding

‘Bucket Truck
Service

‘Portable Saw Mill
Saw Sharpening

Mowing, Overgrown Brush,
Saplings, & Weeds!

FULLY INSURED
610-588-1034
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Parents of Multiples Could Have More Say in Preschool
Placements in NJ

Parents of twins or
higher-order ~multiples
in New Jersey could
soon have more control
over the placement of
their children in pub-
lic preschools under a
new law. The Assembly
Education  Committee
on Thursday cleared a
bill inspired by a Brick
Township mother of
identical twin girls and
sponsored by her local
Assemblyman Greg Mc-
Guckin, as well as life-
long educator Assembly-
woman Dawn Fantasia.

“A parent’s right to
make the best educa-
tional decisions for their
children doesn’t stop
at the doors of a pub-
lic preschool. New Jer-
sey needs to extend the
rights afforded to parents
of multiples in elemen-
tary and middle school
to preschool as it has
become critical resource
for many families,” Mc-
Guckin (R-Ocean) said.

=
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Current state law allows
a parent or guardian of
twins or higher-order
multiples enrolled at
the same public school
in kindergarten through
12th grade to request that
the children be placed
either together in the
same classroom or sepa-
rately. This bill (A5218)
gives parents of multi-
ples enrolling in public
preschool programs the
same classroom place-
ment rights and the op-
tion to request that the

children be treated as a
single unit in a preschool
lottery system or open en-
rollment.

Earlier this month, Brick
Township mom Jackie
Anderson told the Sen-
ate Education Committee
that one of her twins was
accepted through her dis-
trict’s preschool lottery
while and the other was
not.

“A random lottery out-
come had the power to
make a significant de-
velopmental decision for

6
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two three-year-old twins.
A lottery should deter-
mine whether a seat is
available. It should not
determine whether young
multiples are separated.
Separation should be an
individualized develop-
mental decision, not one
made by chance,” Ander-
son said.

The bill would apply
to public preschool pro-
grams operated by a
school district, a Head
Start program, or a li-
censed child care provid-
er.

“The legislature in 2008
wisely afforded the right
of parents to have a say in
how K-12 schools placed
twins. By including pub-
lic preschools into the
law, we can create a
statewide standard ensur-
ing all families of multi-
ples have the chance to
choose what works best
for their children,” Fan-
tasia (R-Sussex, Morris,
Warren) said.

MIOTEL:

64 Rt. 46, Columbla NJ * 908-475- 0060 We Are Open 11am 11pm » 7 Days a Week
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Motel Rooms: $110/Night;
$600/Week ; $1,200/Mo.

Call 610-888-6613 For Motel Rooms!

Includes: A/C & Heat, WiFi, Dish Network,
Trash, Parking, Small Fridge & Microwave.

L|ke Us on Facebook WWW. facebook com/H

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Serving Breakfast
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Why Is My Electric Bill So High, and What
Can We Do About It?

Senator

Article by
Rosemary Brown:

I am often asked why
electricity bills continue
to rise, and I understand

the frustration many
Pennsylvania  families
face. It is a complex
issue with several con-
tributing factors, so I
wanted to take a closer
look at what is driving
these costs higher and,
more importantly, what
we can do in Harrisburg
to help make electricity
more affordable.

Atits core, it is a supply
and demand issue. Elec-
tricy demand is growing,
but new power plants are
not being built quickly
enough to replace retir-
ing facilities to meet the
demand. In fact, just this
week, the Department of
Energy issued an emer-
gency order effective
from Oct. 13 to Oct. 16
to authorize PJM Inter-
connection, which oper-
ates our regional grid, to
use extra backup genera-

tion resources as needed
to keep the power on.
We need to increase our
electricity supply, re-
duce unnecessary taxes,
and ensure large energy
users are not receiving
special advantages.
While free market sup-
ply and demand factors
play a role, government
policies and taxes also
contribute to what con-
sumers pay. This is why
I opposed Pennsylva-
nia’s participation in the
Regional  Greenhouse
Gas Initiative (RGGI),
which would have im-
posed additional costs
on electricity generation.
This stagnated invest-
ment into energy pro-
duction, limiting supply
to our grid. The state’s
impartial research agen-
cy estimated that im-
plementation of RGGI
in our Commonwealth
would nearly quadru-
ple electricity prices. In
2025, I voted to formally
withdrawal Pennsylva-

NTTERTION
< BLARSTOWN!

NEED A PLACE TO DONATE
YOUR USED GLOTHING?

VISITIOUR

nia from RGGIL.

This year, I voted to
eliminate ~ Pennsylva-
nia’s Gross Receipts
Tax (GRT) on electrici-
ty, a tax paid by electric
utility companies that is
passed along to consum-
ers in their bills. Elim-
inating this tax would
provide relief as energy
expenses continue to
rise. This bill is await-
ing consideration in the
House of Representa-
tives.

I also voted to remove
the sales tax exemption
for data centers in House
Bill 1667. Removing this
exemption would ensure
data centers pay sales tax
on qualifying purchases
rather than receiving a
special tax break.

I will continue support-
ing commonsense pol-
icies that increase our
energy supply, respon-
sibly manage growing
demand and ultimately
help lower electricity
costs for ratepayers.

o,

support Blairstown PD Community Policing!

DONATE YOUR USED CLOTHING TODAY!

DROP SHED LOCATED BEHIND THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING:
106 Rt. 94, Blairstown, NJ

VANTED

Local Miracle-Ear Centers are looking for
qualified people to test their latest product,
The Miracle-Eare GENIUS™ RIC for FREE!

Here's the catch: You must have slight or moderate hearing loss
and must have difficulty understanding speech in background
noise situations. People who are selected will

evaluate Miracle-Ear’s latest advanced digital

hearing solution, the Miracle-Ear GENIUS RIC.

You will be able to walk into our office and
try on Miracle-Ears that are customized
just for you. Candidates will be asked to
evaluate the instruments for 30 days to
prove the manufacturer’s claims of up to
25% better speech recognition in
challenging listening environments than
people with normal hearing.**

At the end of the 30 days, if you are satisfied
with the results and wish to keep the instruments,
you may do so at tremendous savings.

But this is only for a limited time!

You must schedule your
appointment before
OCTOBER 30TH, 2026!
DON’T WAIT!

MIRACLE-EAR CENTERS ARE NOW OFFERING HEARING
AIDS AT NO COST TO FEDERAL WORKERS AND RETIREES

That's Right! No Co-Pay!
No Exam Fee! No Adjustment Fee!

BCBS federal insurance pays the total cost of Miracle-Ear Audiotone Pro
series aids. Most federal government employees and retirees are eligible.
You may even be covered if you have other non-federal insurance coverage.
Special factory pricing is available for non-qualifiers. See store for details &
accurate coverage.

Miracle-Ear® Introduces our

SMALLEST Hearing Aid EVER!

100% INVISIBLE

Don’t be fooled by the small size.
The Miracle-Ear Mirage features
amazingly advanced and powerful
micro-technology, all wrapped up in
our tiniest hearing aid ever!

— — — — — — — — _“- — — — _I
2 for $S995
Receive 2 Audiotone® Pro Full-Shell ITE Hearing
Aids at $995 for a limited time only

*Limit one coupon per patient at the promotional price during
event dates only. Not valid with any other discount or offer. Does not
apply to prior purchases. Fits up to 35 db loss. Expires 10/30/26*

Miracle Ear

1343 Blue Valley Drive, Pen Argyl, PA 18072

610-588-3383
OR VISIT ONE OF OUR OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

Miracle Ear Center at Brodheadsville
1619 N. Ninth Street Chiropractic
Stroud Commons 134 Pilgrim Way

(Rear of building) Brodheadsville, PA 18322

Stroudsburg, PA 18360
570-476-9949

5&?;:2%%9319 Miracle Ear Center
Strykers Crossing

Shopping Center
201 Strykers Rd.,
Phillipsburg, NJ 08865

908-954-7997

Most Insurance Plans Accepted ( #AlzMiracle-Ear

*No other offers or discounts applies. Offer can not be combined and does not apply to prior sales. Risk free offer, the aids must be returned within 30
days of delivery if not completely satisfied and 100% of purchase price will be refunded. Supplies may very per office. Hearing aids do not restore natural
hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fit and ability to adapt to amplification. Blue Cross Blue
Shield is a registered trademarks of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. Blue Cross Blue Shield is not affiliated with, nor does it endorse or sponsor, the
contents of this advertisement. Trademarks referring to specific providers are used by Miracle-Ear for nominative purposes only: to truthfully identify the
source of the services about which information is provided. Such trademarks are solely the property of their respective owners. **Studies conducted at
the University of Northern Colorado (2014) and Oldenburg Horzentrum (2013) showed that Speech Reception Thresholds (SRT) in cocktail-party
situations improved up to 2.9 dB for wearers with mild to moderate hearing loss using GENIUS with Directional Focus, compared to people with normal
hearing. This corresponds to over 25% improvement in speech understanding. ©2020 Hearing Services, LLC

Dr. Albert Shrive, NJ Dispenser # 662, Supervising Licensee
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Memorial to Slain New Jersey State Police Sergeant Unveiled

A public memorial to
NJ State Police Sgt. Cor-
nelius A. “Dick” O’Don-
nell, killed in the line of
duty 81 years ago, was
unveiled in a ceremo-
ny held just a few miles
from where he was shot
while escorting a pris-
oner on a railroad bridge
from Pennsylvania to
New Jersey.

Warren County Com-
missioner Director Lori
Ciesla was among the
speakers at the October
9, 2026 ceremony at-
tended by more than 100
in a crowd that including
O’Donnell family mem-

P
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Veterans Appreciation &
Informational Luncheon

Phease REVE an:

harpss/ fsensaebrown A0 .com vereran- luncheon
or by calling 570-620-§326,
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Hosfed by:

Sunday. November 15, 2026 - 11:30 a:m.

Trout Lake Retreats
1100 Twin Lake Road + Stroudsburg, PA 18380
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Jm'u your fellow brothers and sisters in
irrms as tov boreor and support all velerans
and familics of the 40th Senate District.

Veterans, thelr spouses or & guest are invited to
attend chis appreciation eve Wit

bers, local and State Po-
lice, firefighters, officials
from local and county
government, and area
residents. The ceremony
included bagpipes and a

State Police helicopter
flyover.

The memorial, a bronze
plaque topped with the
triangular State Police
emblem that tells of the
July 16, 1945 episode
that led to Sgt. O’Don-
nell’s death, will be lo-
cated on the intersection
of Brainards Road and
River Road, which is
County Route 621.

“Most of us go to

work every day know-
ing there’s a really good
chance you’ll come
home,” Ciesla said, but
added, “that’s not the
case in law enforce-
ment.” She said she
hopes that people will
see the marker and re-
member O’Donnell as
well as all officers who
put their lives on the
line.

“Up here in Warren
County, we believe in
law and order, and sup-
port our officers,” Ciesla
noted.

“Most of us spend our
lives trying to avoid dan-
ger. We ask our police
officers to run toward
it,” State Sen. Douglas
Steinhardt said in his re-
marks to the crowd. He
added that while we can
never repay the debt in
asking this of officers,
we can make sure that
“we never forget it.”

On that July 1945 day,
Sgt.  O’Donnell and
Trooper Frank Perry
were near the hamlet of
Brainards in rural Har-
mony Township, escort-
ing a prisoner across a
railroad bridge over the
Delaware River back
into New Jersey. The
man had surrendered af-
ter murdering his wife
in Orange, NJ and flee-
ing to Pennsylvania.
Near the midpoint of
the bridge, the prisoner
attempted to escape and
in the ensuring struggle,

managed to pull the ser-
geant’s revolver from
its holster, firing three
shots. Two struck Sgt.
O’Donnell and one hit
Trooper Perry, and both
men were taken to War-
ren Hospital in Phillips-
burg, where O’Donnell
died a few hours later.

Sgt. O’Donnell served
17 years and 4 months
with the New Jersey
State Police and was sur-
vived by his wife, Alice.
He was 42 years old.
The  prisoner was
caught the next day, con-
victed of murder, and
died in prison in 1962.

Sgt. O’Donnell’s grand-
nephew, Gregory Gaert-
ner of Hackettstown,
spoke on behalf of the
family and recounted
that his great-uncle was
known as “a fun-loving
guy, liked by all who
knew him.”

Gaertner said the me-
morial was the idea of
retired State Police Sgt.
William Sirotnik and
immediately gained the
full support of Warren
County  Administrator
Alex J. Lazorisak to
erect the memorial along
the County road.

Sirotnik grew up in
Brainards and was 3 or
4 years old when the
incident occurred. He
brought the idea for the
memorial to Brenton
S. Warne, Chief of De-
tectives in the Warren
County Prosecutor’s

Busineas Dir

Office, who also is a
retired State Police Lt.
Colonel, and the project
was launched earlier this
year.

“A name spoken is nev-
er forgotten. I believe
today we’ve accom-
plished that,” Gaertner
remarked.

“Eighty-one years may
separate us from his
sacrifice, but time does
not diminish our duty
to remember him,” said
Lieutenant Colonel Da-
vid Sierotowicz, the
Deputy Superintendent
of the State Police. “May
we always honor his sac-
rifice.”

Following the ceremo-
ny, State Police Detec-
tive Sgt. First Class Rich

Wheeler, who drove a
group of O’Donnell fam-
ily members from South
Jersey to the event,
brought them to see the
spot where the shooting
occurred. He pointed out
the railroad bridge in the
quiet corner of Warren
County and the location
where the memorial sign
is being erected.

“I'm glad we came,”
said Robert O’Donnell,
another grand-nephew
of Sgt. O’Donnell.

Read more about Sgt.
O’Donnell, who was sta-
tion commander of the
Washington Barracks in
Warren County at the
time of his death, at:
njsp.njoag.gov/in-me-
moriam-1940s/
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THE 107™ MEETING OF THE
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— FOOTBALL TEAM5
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AT PEN ARGYL AREA HS ALUMNI STADIUM
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