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This Banner 
Could Be 

Yours! 
Contact

Melissa at 
thepressads@

gmail.com

We Have 
THE BEST
Selection 
of Trucks!

We Have 
THE BEST
Selection 
of Trucks!

Check out ALL of Our Inventory at 199Chevy.com or call 610-863-6100

1043 S. BROADWAY
WIND GAP, PA

1043 S. BROADWAY
WIND GAP, PA

PHOTOS:

I recently contacted the 
Director of the National 
Park to call for the im-
mediate prioritization 
of the required federal 
permit to begin work 
on Route 611 in Dela-
ware Water Gap, which 
has been closed since 
Dec. 6, 2022. You can 
view the letter here.
The state has been 

ready with the neces-
sary funding and crews 
to begin work since 
early 2023. We have 
made the reopening of 
this roadway a top prio-
rity and we are insisting 
this be a priority of the 
National Park Service, as 
well.
I have also been in 

communication with 
Congressman Matt Cart-
wright, and we will be 
convening a meeting 
next week with all sta-
keholders to plan a path 
toward reopening.
Since the initial road 

closure more than a 
year ago, the state has 
been compliant and re-
asonable throughout 
the permitting process 

From PA Senator Rosemary Brown: 
Once Again I Call Upon the National 

Park Service for Urgency

Happy 100th Birthday Charles Muller

Charles Muller of Frelinghuysen, NJ, celebrated his 100th birthday on Ja-
nuary 13th. He was surrounded by four generations of family, and celebra-
ted with a huge lunch and desserts. 

with the National Park 
Service and working to 
understand what they 
require. It is not always 
easy, however, the need 
for urgency must be re-
ciprocated for the people 
in this region. They need 
to prioritize the informa-
tion needed, the proces-
sing of that informati-
on, and make definitive 
decisions to meet their 
laws so we can move 
forward. It is extremely 
dangerous to have this 
roadway removed from 
our detour options based 
on its location parallel to 
Route 80. It is also doing 
more harm than necessa-

ry to our businesses.
One lane, safely ope-

ned, at this point is the 
goal, and the state is 
ready when the National 
Park Service says go.
View the full press re-

lease at: senatorbrown40.
com/2024/01/10/brown-
once-again-calls-upon-
the-national-park-servi-
ce-for-urgency/. 
In July, I also issued 

a press release on this 
issue and a video re-
garding the urgency 
to begin the necessary 
work. That video can 
be found at: www.fa-
cebook.com/watch/? 
v=1434563947361595

Bangor took on Salisbury High School in 
girls basketball on January 11th. The Lady 
Slaters won, 47 to 21. Photo by Dale Young/
The Free Weekly Press

Bangor Wins Over Salis-
bury High School in Girls 

Basketball

North Warren went head to head against Jefferson Township High 
School in girls basketball on January 11th. However, North Warren 
was defeated by Jefferson, 56 to 32. Photo by Dale Young/The Free 
Weekly Press

North Warren Goes Head To Head Against 
Jefferson Township

Pen Argyl Faces Off Against 
Southern Lehigh in Boys Bas-

ketball

Pen Argyl went head to head against 
Southern Lehigh in boys basketball on Ja-
nuary 13th. Pen Argyl lost, 66 to 34. Photo by 
Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Bangor Girls 
Basketball

Page 2 

North Warren 
Girls Basketball
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Pen Argyl Boys 
Basketball
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PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013

Hear more of Life.
Miracle Ear Miracle Ear Center

Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)
1619 N. Ninth Street, 

Stroudsburg, PA 18360
570-476-9949

1343 Blue Valley Drive, 
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-588-3383

 BELT RESIDENTS!ATTENTION SLATE

Why Sacrifice your property, when you could
 sell quickly and get the current market price for
 your property. Take advantage of multiple buyers

 with No Contingencies for Mortgage 
or Inspections, and a Quick Close!

SEND YOUR PROPERTY TO AUCTION!
Broker Participation (with requirements). 

Call TEEL AUCTIONS for a free consultation at 570-897-8335

1101 Allegheny Road, Mt. Bethel, PA   |  570-897-8335  |  teelauctions.com
AU-002409-LTEEL AUCTIONS

Bangor (47) vs Salisbury (21) Girls Basketball

House Republican Ap-
propriations Chairman 
Seth Grove (R-York) 
reacted to the Democrat 
plan adopted by the Ba-
sic Education Funding 
Commission (BEFC) 
with significant concerns 
about its eye-popping 
costs. 
“The adopted BEFC 

report calls for a $291 
million increase in spen-
ding for school districts 
(property taxes!) and 
more than $7 billion in 
recurring revenue over 
the next seven budget 
cycles for the state,” 
Grove said. “When ad-
ded with the current state 
structural deficit of $1.8 
billion – and without ac-
counting for any other 
increases which may be 
in Gov. Josh Shapiro’s 
2024-25 budget propo-
sal – the Commonwealth 
needs to find $8.9 billi-
on in recurring revenue. 
Democrats would need 
to increase our state in-
come tax by almost a 
percentage and a half in 
order to cover this spen-
ding spree, bringing the 
overall rate from 3.07% 
to near 4.5%. Even more 
concerning, this $7 billi-
on is a conservative es-

timate, other initiatives 
highlighted in the report 
have the potential for bil-
lions more in spending.”   
“As I have previously 

warned, Pennsylvania’s 
bond rating will be tied 
to how the governor and 
legislature handle edu-
cation funding moving 
forward following the 
Commonwealth Court 
decision in William Penn 
SD v. PA Department 
of Education,” Grove 
added.  “In addition, 
the bond rating agen-
cies have recommended 
against spending down 
our reserves to pay for 
recurring costs like the 
BEFC recommends; we 
must have stable revenue 
streams.” 
S&P:    We could lower 

the rating if the resoluti-
on of the education fun-
ding litigation required 
significant new spending 
and the commonwealth 
was unable to identify 
or agree on reoccurring 
funding sources in a ti-
mely manner.
Fitch:   Failure to main-

tain improved operating 
performance, such as 
through material draws  
on reserves to support 
recurring needs or in-

ability to maintain struc-
tural budget balance, 
particularly as the com-
monwealth addresses the 
findings of the school 
funding lawsuit.
Moody’s:  Significant 

growth in leverage (debt 
or other unfunded liabi-
lities) or the state’s fixed 
cost burden.
“The Democrat BEFC 

report isn’t based in re-
ality, nor is this a wor-
kable solution for our 
budget circumstances,” 
Grove added. “This will 
raise both local school 
property taxes and our 
state taxes – the prudent 
measures the General 
Assembly has taken over 
the past several years 
to ensure our sound fi-
nancial footing will be 
evaporated as neither our 
General Fund nor our 
Rainy Day Fund reser-
ves, nor a combination 
thereof, is enough to co-
ver these recurring costs. 
Further, the report takes 
direct aim at effective 
alternatives for parents 
and students by attac-
king charter schools, 
and completely ignores 
options for school choi-
ce like Lifeline Scho-
larships.”

Grove: Dem BEFC Plan Will Raise School 
Property Taxes, 46% State Income Tax Increase

Photo by Dale 
Young/The Free 
Weekly Press
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259 E. Central Ave.,
East Bangor, PA

TREE WORK

Craig Wickett 

TRIMMING - REMOVAL - STORM DAMAGE - FIREWOOD
STUMP GRINDING - CHIPPING - WE DO SLATE REPAIRS!

Free Estimates | Fully Insured

CraigWickettTreeWork.com

For Fast Service, Call:
H: 610-599-6882
C: 610-442-2996

75ft
BUCKET

TRUCK
75ft

BUCKET
TRUCK

24 Hr. Emergency
Storm Damage Service

Call for Discount

David A. Hawk 
Builder/Remodeler
484-330-0093484-330-0093

Mt. Bethel


40 Years of Experience • Fully Insured  • Free Estimates

Additions · Basements
Kitchens · Bathrooms

Sunrooms · Patios 
New Garages Built
Decks · Flooring

PA041139

Stone Work · Siding
Roofing · Gutters
Soffits · Windows 
Trim · Shutters

North Warren (32) vs Jefferson Twp. (56) Girls 
Basketball

Photo by Dale 
Young/The Free 
Weekly Press

Parents who are 
looking for affordable 
ways to entertain the 
kids are invited to check 
out the free Family Fun 
Nights hosted by Pro-
ject Self-Sufficiency on 
Thursday evenings, Ja-
nuary 11th, 18th, and 
25th, 6:00 – 7:30 p.m., 
127 Mill Street, Newton.  
Families are invited to 
enjoy classic family 
films, games, and crafts 
with a focus on fun win-
ter activities.  Dinner 
will be provided for all 
participants.  Advance 
registration is encoura-
ged by calling Project 
Self-Sufficiency, 973-
940-3500. Family Fun 
Nights are a program of 
the Journey Family Suc-
cess Center at Project 
Self-Sufficiency.
“These weekly Family 

Fun Nights offer parents 

and children a place to 
relax and have a good 
time together in a safe 
and supportive environ-
ment,” explains Project 
Self-Sufficiency Execu-
tive Director Deborah 
Berry-Toon. “The focus 
on winter activities and 
crafts invites children to 
express themselves crea-
tively while having fun 
with their family.”
Project Self-Sufficiency 

has assisted low-income 
individuals and families 
in northwestern New 
Jersey since 1986.  Ser-
vices offered at Project 
Self-Sufficiency include 
high school equivalen-
cy education, computer 
courses, employment 
skills training, job place-
ment services, support 
groups, parenting clas-
ses, childcare and pre-
school, legal assistance 

and education, counse-
ling and advocacy, refer-
rals, and help with emer-
gency basic needs, like 
food and clothing.  For 
more information about 

the programs and ser-
vices offered by Project 
Self-Sufficiency, visit 
www.projectselfsuffi-
ciency.org or call 973-
940-3500.

Free Family Fun Nights Focus on Winter Crafts & Activities The Journey Family 
Success Center at Pro-
ject Self-Sufficiency is 
a program of support 
which includes paren-
ting skills training, eco-
nomic self-sufficiency 
services, family activi-
ties, legal education ser-
vices, information about 
health and nutrition, re-
ferrals, advocacy, and 
other services.  All acti-
vities are free and open 
to the public.  Family 
Success Centers offer 
services to children, 
youth, families, indivi-
duals, and communities.  
Funding is provided by 
the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Children & Fa-
milies.
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IMPORTANT MAILING UPDATE!  IMPORTANT MAILING UPDATE!  
Our New Mailing Address is:Our New Mailing Address is:

PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013

64 Rt. 46 Delaware, NJ • 908-475-0060 • 610-888-6613

Like Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJLike Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJ

Hunter’s Lodge Restaurant & Motel

We Are Open 11am-11pm  •  7 Days a WeekWe Are Open 11am-11pm  •  7 Days a Week

Hunter’s Lodge Restaurant & Motel

Legend
ary

Steaks
!Legend

ary

Steaks
!

Call 610-888-6613 For Motel Rooms!

Motel Rooms:   $95/Night   |  $500/Week   |   $1,150/Mo.
Includes: A/C & Heat, WiFi, Dish Network, 
Trash, Parking, Small Fridge & Microwave.

64 Rt. 46, Columbia, NJ  •  908-475-0060

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Steamed
Clams

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Steamed
Clams

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Call To Reserve Your Seat For Our 
    Legendary VALENTINE’S Dinner with

          Live Romantic Music by John Cannavo 
 and a Spectacular Menu

(to be announced next week)
 2 Seatings: 5pm & 7:30pm 

     Call 908-475-0060 or 908-475-5119
To Reserve Your

Spot Today!

Photo by Dale Young/The Free 
Weekly Press

Pen Argyl (34) vs Southern Lehigh (66) Boys 
Basketball
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17 Main Street, Blairstown, NJ

570-460-0362 • 570-242-1737

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

17 Main Street, Blairstown, NJ

570-460-0362 • 570-242-1737

We are Currently Buying: 
GOLD & SILVER BULLION  •  COINS  

CURRENCY   •   ESTATES  •  ANTIQUES  
COLLECTIBLES  •  SPORTS CARDS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE ESTATES 

Honest & Transparent Pricing You Can Trust

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”
SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”
SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

We Do House Clean Outs!
Reservations Suggested: Call 570-583-2330

 or Online at: Johnsonvilleinn.com

Kids Menu
Available!

Something for Everyone
From Burgers to Steaks!

Hours: M, W-Sun, 4-10pm; Closed Tuesdays

IT’S GAME TIME
Let’s “ Cheers” Together

All Season Long

75¢ Wings* & $2 Domestic Drafts*
Every Sunday & Monday
During The NFL Season

Enjoy The Game With

Dine In Only!*
Dine In Only!*

Weekly Special Sauces & Dry Rubs!

JOHNSONVILLE INN
THE ALL NEW 

415 JOHNSONVILLE ROAD, BANGOR, PA

Check 
Facebook

For Our 
Weekly 

Specials!

Pennsylvania House 
Republican Leader 
Bryan Cutler (R-Lan-
caster) said the report 
and recommendations 
approved by Democrat 
members of the Ba-
sic Education Funding 
Commission today con-
tinues the false choice 
that providing only more 
state funding will impro-
ve Pennsylvania’s public 
schools.
“Pennsylvania’s system 

of basic education is 
fundamentally broken, 
but it is a false choice 
to continually double 
down on a funding-on-
ly approach to improve 

the inadequacies of our 
system,” Cutler said.
“This Basic Education 

Funding Commission 
had the ability to forge 
a path for transformatio-
nal change in our system 
of public education 
that created real choi-
ce through innovative 
approaches to educati-
on while also providing 
necessary resources to 
ensure proven models 
of development can be 
successful. Unfortunate-
ly, the one-sided, Demo-
crat-created report con-
tinues to toe the line of 
special interest rhetoric 
and will leave too many 

Pennsylvania students 
on the same road to 
nowhere instead of on a 
new path to prosperity,” 
continued Cutler.
As a corollary to this 

report’s shortcomings, 
Cutler pointed to recent 
PSSA exam results that 
showed, despite year 
after year of historic in-
creases to basic educa-
tion funding—including 
even more money to the 
most underprivileged 
schools in rural and ur-
ban Pennsylvania—stu-
dent achievement has 
yet to return to pre-pan-
demic levels.
“Despite years of bipar-

tisan support for historic 
amounts of increased 
funding for public edu-
cation, including schools 
in rural and urban Penn-
sylvania suffering from 
the deepest poverty, our 
testing metrics show 
Pennsylvania’s students 
are not climbing out of 
this learning deficit fast 
enough,” Cutler ad-
ded. “It is clearer than 
ever that money alone 
is not the answer, and it 
is equally clear that the 
partisan report approved 
by Democrats on the Ba-
sic Education Funding 
Commission is endemic 
of a system captured in 

the sad cycle of its own 
failings.”
Cutler also thanked the 

Republican members on 
the commission, particu-
larly House Republican 
Education Committee 
Chairman Jesse Topper 
(R-Bedford), Rep. Ryan 
Warner (R-Fayette), 
and Rep. Jason Ortitay 
(R-Washington) for their 
deliberate and innovati-
ve alternative report.
“I want to praise the 

Republican members of 
the commission for the 
thoughtful approach they 
took to their alternative 
report, which paid at-
tention to the Common-

wealth Court opinion 
that said alternatives to 
education improvement 
outside of funding-only 
solutions can also meet 
the mandate of creating 
a through and efficient 
system of public educa-
tion,” Cutler said.
“Their innovative ap-

proach to transforma-
tional education change 
is the kind of thinking 
we need to truly find 
common ground and 
consensus in creating a 
success-minded, child-
first and family-focused 
education experience 
here in Pennsylvania,” 
Cutler concluded.

Democrats’ Partisan Basic Education Funding Commission Report Continues False Choice of 
Funding-Only Solutions For Pennsylvania

Senator Parker Space, 
A s s e m b l y w o m a n 
Dawn Fantasia, and 
Assemblyman Michael 
Inganamort today took 
the oath of office in 
Trenton to begin their 
service to the people of 
New Jersey’s 24th Le-
gislative District. 
Elected in November 

2023, the new legislati-
ve delegation is prepa-
red to ardently cham-
pion the interests and 
concerns of Sussex, 
Morris, and Warren 
County families.  

“It’s an honor to con-
tinue representing the 
24th Legislative Dis-
trict and work on behalf 
of its many families,” 
said Space, who pre-
viously served in the 
State Assembly. “I’m 
eager to collaborate 
with Assemblywoman 
Fantasia and Assem-
blyman Inganamort 
and advocate for the 
issues that matter most 
to our constituents.” 
“I’m humbled by the 

trust placed in me by 
the residents of our dis-

trict,” said Fantasia. “I 
look forward to being a 
strong advocate for our 
communities, addres-
sing the concerns that 
impact the lives of our 
residents in northwest 
New Jersey and across 
the state.” 
“Serving the people 

of the 24th Legislative 
District is a privilege,” 
said Inganamort. “I am 
committed to working 
tirelessly to address the 
needs of our commu-
nity, especially small 
towns that are getting 

squeezed by a growing 
state government.” 
Senator Space, As-

semblywoman Fanta-
sia, and Assemblyman 
Inganamort will ope-
rate a shared legislati-
ve office located at 1 
Wilson Drive in Spata. 
The phone number is 
(973) 300-0200. The 
legislators plan to open 
an additional office in 
Morris County in early 
2024. 
Senator Parker Space 

served as an Assem-
blyman for over 10 ye-

ars.  He is a farmer and 
owner of Space Farms 
Zoo & Museum.  Pre-
viously, he was a Sus-
sex County freeholder 
from 2010 to 2013 and 
a Wantage Township 
committeeman from 
2004 to 2009, serving 
as mayor for three 
years. He has been a 
volunteer firefighter 
since 1989 and was 
fire chief from 2001 
to 2002.  Space resides 
in Wantage with his 
wife Jill and has three 
adult children and one 

Senator Parker Space, Assemblywoman Dawn Fantasia, and Assemblyman Michael Inganamort 
Sworn in to Office, Begin Work for NJ’s 24th Legislative District

grandson. 
A s s e m b l y w o m a n 

Dawn Fantasia served 
on the Sussex Coun-
ty Board of Chosen 
Freeholders (County 
Commissioners) for 
five years and serving 
as Director for one 
year.  She served on 
the Franklin Borough 
Council for three ye-
ars, one as Council 
President.  Dawn has 
worked in education 
for over 15 years as 
both an educator and 
administrator in public 
charter school districts.  
Dawn is the parent of 
three adult children.   
Assemblyman Mi-

chael Inganamort is the 
former mayor of Ches-
ter Township. He grew 
up in Sussex County 
and previously worked 
in the office of Con-
gressman Scott Garre-
tt. He is the youngest 
member of the New 
Jersey Assembly Repu-
blican caucus. Michael 
and his wife Lauren are 
the proud parents of 
three young daughters.

Assemblyman Michael InganamortSenator Parker SpaceAssemblywoman Dawn Fantasia
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GRAY’S RECYCLING

908-475-3797 Gray’s Recycling Mulch

MULCH  •  TOP SOIL  •  STONE  • DYED MULCH
Pick Up Or Delivered To Your Location

MULCH AVAILABLE STONE AVAILABLE
Hardwood, Dyed, Black, 

Brown, Red, & Cedar Mulches
 Topsoil, Clean Fill, & Wood Chips

Dumping for Brush, Logs,
Wood Chips, & Bales of Straw!
YOU CAN HAUL IT IN OR

WE WILL PICK IT UP!
Roll-Off Boxes Available:

 10, 20 or 30yds

River Stone: 3/8”, 3/4”, 1” to 3”
Red Stone 3/8” - 3/4”
ALSO AVAILABLE:

3/4” Gravel, 3/8” Crushed 
Gravel, QP Stone, & Stone DustWE ACCEPT YARD DEBRIS

We Also Offer
Heavy & Light Land Clearing

STORM DAMAGE CLEAN-UP, DEMOLITION & LOWBOY MOVES

CASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDCASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Hours By Appointment
Please Call:

 610-888-6613

Fully
Insured

FREE
Estimates

Over 50 Years
In Business

LOBB’S ROOFING & SIDINGLOBB’S ROOFING & SIDING
LOW COST ROOFING SYSTEMLOW COST ROOFING SYSTEM

Barry Lobb
Free Estimates

Barry Lobb
Free Estimates

P: 610-588-7452   C: 610-533-9454   F: 610-588-9192

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SLATE ∙ METAL ∙ SHINGLES
GOODYEAR RUBBER ROOFS

5” & 6” ALUMINUM
SEAMLESS GUTTERS

Paving & Maintenance
Call: 201-841-3864

M & D ASPHALT LLC.
Paving & Maintenance

M & D ASPHALT LLC.

Paving, Seal Coating, 
Crack Sealing, Asphalt Repairs

Belvidere, NJBelvidere, NJ

Residential • Commercial • Industrial Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Call: 201-841-3864
mdasphaltnj@gmail.com

The Pennsylvania 
Department of En-
vironmental Protection 
(DEP) has received $3 
million from the U.S. 
Environmental Protecti-
on Agency (EPA) to de-
velop a Priority Climate 
Action Plan focused on 
reducing emissions in 
the Commonwealth’s 
industrial sector. Upon 
completing the plan, 
DEP will be eligible to 
apply for up to $500 
million to implement it. 
DEP’s plan will focus 
on a statewide industri-
al decarbonization grant 
program, known as Re-
ducing Industrial Sector 
Emissions in Pennsyl-
vania (RISE PA), that 
will provide funding 
for industries to reduce 
carbon and benefit the 
health and safety of sur-
rounding communities.  
DEP is seeking funding 

for RISE PA from the 
Climate Pollution Re-
duction Grants (CPRG) 
through the Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA).   
According to the 2023 

Pennsylvania Green-

house Gas Inventory 
Report, the industri-
al sector is the highest 
greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emitting sector, accoun-
ting for just over 30 per-
cent of Pennsylvania’s 
total GHG emissions.  
“RISE PA aims to help 

spur private sector in-
vestment in greenhouse 
gas emissions technolo-
gies by helping to offset 
the upfront costs of lar-
ge-scale, transformative 
projects,” said DEP In-
terim Acting Secretary 
Jessica Shirley. “We are 
not just reducing emis-
sions but also reducing 
barriers by turning high 
abatement costs into 
high-impact solutions 
that shape a cleaner, 
more prosperous future 
for industry and Penn-
sylvania communities 
alike.”  
DEP is also looking 

for input from industry, 
academia, communi-
ty-based organizations, 
and other interested 
stakeholders on issues 
related to the design 
and implementation 

DEP Receives $3 Million From EPA to Develop Climate Action Plan, Pro-
poses Grant Program to Reduce Emissions in Heavy Industry

DEP is asking for input on designing and implementing a new program that will reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions from Pennsylvania’s industrial sector

of RISE PA. DEP is 
specifically interested 

in receiving input on 
program design, size, 

scope, scale, and award 
structure as well as the 
potential outputs and 
metrics, including emis-
sions reductions and 
community benefits.  
If DEP receives CPRG 

funding for RISE PA, 
prospective projects 
would need to satisfy 
the following proposed 
criteria:  
- Benefit (and not nega-

tively impact) low-inco-
me and disadvantaged 
communities 
- Achieve GHG emis-

sion reductions that are 
long-lasting and certain 
- Incorporate high la-

bor standards, empha-
size job quality, and 
support equitable work-
force development  
“The Climate Pollution 

Reduction Grants pre-
sent a unique opportu-
nity for Pennsylvania to 
become a national lea-
der in industrial decar-
bonization,” said Brian 
Regli, Executive Direc-
tor of Critical Invest-
ments. “By mitigating 
greenhouse gas emissi-
ons and curbing harm-

ful co-pollutants, RISE 
PA seeks to champion 
environmental protecti-
on and invites industry 
leaders to become pio-
neers in shaping a sus-
tainable future.”  
DEP is requesting res-

ponses to 10 questions 
to inform the develop-
ment of program soli-
citation guidelines for 
RISE PA. Those ques-
tions, and additional 
information about the 
Department’s general 
goals and objectives for 
RISE PA program deve-
lopment, can be found 
in the Pennsylvania 
Bulletin.   
Interested persons may 

submit information 
by e-mail to RA-EP-
CPRG@pa.gov. Infor-
mation must be received 
no later than Monday, 
January 22, 2024.
For more informati-

on on the Pennsylva-
nia Department of En-
vironmental Protection, 
please visit website, or 
follow DEP on Face-
book, Twitter, or Linke-
dIn.

Senator Steve Oroho, 
Assemblyman Parker 
Space and Assembly-
man Hal Wirths (R-24/
Sussex, Morris, War-
ren) finish up the cur-
rent session with a final 
busy day of activity in 
Trenton.
Governor Murphy sig-

ned three bills into law 
that were sponsored by 
members of the District 
24 team. Each bill had 
some genesis or con-
nection to residents who 
reside in the district.
S-3201/A-111 is le-

gislation that allows a 
farm or farm stand to 
sell firewood obtained 
from another property 
without being conside-
red a lumberyard under 
municipal zoning regu-
lations. This measure 
was inspired by a local 
farmer in Mount Olive 
Township.

S-652/A-117 is a bill 
that allows smaller mu-
nicipalities to serve as 
its own board of health. 
This legislation was 
drafted to respond to a 
concern from Andover 
Borough.
S-1503/A-1507 per-

mits barbers or hairsty-
lists to rent a chair in 
their establishment wit-
hout having to bring 
an individual on as an 
employee. The legisla-
tors worked with a busi-
ness owner in Franklin 
Borough on this measu-
re.
The three legislators 

also saw several bills 
clear the final legisla-
tive hurdle during the 
session’s last day and 
get to the governor’s 
desk for approval.
S-4267/A-5909 is a 

proposal that assists fal-
len emergency respon-

ders with workers com-
pensation benefits. This 
legislation was drafted 
to address a tragic situa-
tion of a volunteer EMT 
from Byram Township 
who died after respon-
ding to an accident.
S-665/A-3642 was 

sponsored by the le-
gislators after meeting 
with representatives 
of the deaf community 
who wanted to have a 
better system in place 
so law enforcement and 
deaf individuals have a 
greater mutual under-
standing when a deaf 
person is pulled over 
during a traffic stop. A 
lead organization from 
the deaf community is 
located in Mount Olive 
Township.
S-4165/A-5806 provi-

des monies to purchase 
properties for farmland 
and open space purpo-

ses in the legislative 
district.
S-659/A-2014 helps 

promote manufacturing 
in New Jersey and utili-
zes our community col-
leges to better effectua-
te the bill’s purposes.
S-2249/A-4211 was 

introduced to create ad-
ditional economic op-
portunities for disabled 
veterans.
A-5227/S-3662 ex-

pands eligibility for the 
State’s “fishing buddy 
license.” The legisla-
tion is supported by 
sportsmen’s groups.
“As a joint office, 

we have consistently 
placed a high priority 
on constituent service,” 
said the three legislators 
jointly. “Some case-
work cannot always be 
resolved through ad-
ministrative action and 
requires the need for le-

Senator Oroho and Assemblymen Space and Wirths Finish Term On Busy Note For NJ

gislation. We’re pleased 
to see several more of 
our initiatives come to 
fruition via the legisla-
tive route at the end of 
this term.”
Senator Oroho and As-

semblyman Wirths are 
retiring after today and 
Assemblyman Space 
will be sworn into the 
Senate tomorrow when 
the new legislative ses-
sion begins.
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New Mattresses & Furniture
at Reasonable Prices!

Keeping Seniors
Independent

Keeping Seniors
Independent

155 Rt. 94, Blairstown, NJ 
P: 908-362-5156 · F: 908-362-5896 
 Temporary Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am-7:30pm

 Sat: 9am-5pm & Sun: 9am-1pm.

www.northwarrenrx.com

Now Administering  the COVID-19 Vaccine
Visit Us Online To Schedule Your Appt.

Located in Blairstown, NJ, we've been serving the 
community since 1989. We are proud to be a 

family owned & operated independent pharmacy 
that delivers personal service 

to everyone who walks through 
our doors.

New Patients Please 
Call: 908-621-0380

Fully Insured & Licensed

C: 484-515-1134

Tom Ahearn Electric

PA Reg. #PA058650

Electric Generator Installation
Light Carpentry - Painting - Home Repairs

& Home Improvement

Residential/Commercial Electric

610-588-6790

911 Lower S Main St, Bangor
Safety & Emission Inspection

Repair & Waiver Facility
Factory Trained

A.R.M. AUTOMOTIVE
610-588-2761

VW  ▪  Audi  ▪  Porsche
ALL MAKES & MODELS

A Division of
Medical Associates of The Lehigh Valley

www.matlv.com

Douglas F. Turtzo, M.D., F.A.C.P.
Anita Rohatgi, M. D.

Board Certified Internal Medicine

6534 Sullivan Trail
Wind Gap, PA 18091

New Location

Warren County Com-
missioner Jason Sarno-
ski was elected Second 
Vice Chair of the Nor-
th Jersey Transportati-
on Planning Authority 
(NJTPA) at its January 8 
Board of Trustees meet-
ing.
“I want to thank my 

fellow Board members 
for electing me Second 
Vice Chair and I look 
forward to continuing to 
serve on the Executive 
Committee,” Commissi-
oner Sarnoski said. “The 
NJTPA plays an impor-
tant role, coordinating 
regional transportation 
planning efforts and pri-
oritizing funding while 
considering the needs 
of a diverse region of 
rural, suburban and ur-
ban communities. The 
NJTPA also funds much-
needed studies, like 
the county’s Complete 
Streets Policy Imple-
mentation Plan, which is 
underway.”
The NJTPA oversees 

regional transportation 
planning and annually 
authorizes more than $1 
billion in federal surface 
transportation funding 
for 13 counties in nor-
thern and central New 
Jersey.
The Executive Com-

mittee provides guidan-
ce and leadership to the 
full Board on a wide 
range of planning, poli-
cy and administrative is-
sues. It meets as needed 
to review financial, per-
sonnel and policy mat-
ters. Board membership 
is an uncompensated po-
sition.
Commissioner Sarno-

ski was elected in 2010 
and joined the NJTPA 
Board of Trustees in 
2011. He most recent-
ly served as Third Vice 
Chair, and first joined 
the Board’s Executi-
ve Committee when he 
was elected to a two-ye-
ar term as Secretary in 
2020. He has served 
as Chair of the Freight 
Initiatives Committee 
and as Vice Chair of the 
Board’s Project Prioriti-
zation Committee.
At the meeting, the 

NJTPA Board also se-
lected four other mem-
bers of its Executive 

Warren County, NJ, Commis-
sioner Jason Sarnoski Elected 
Second Vice Chair of North 
Jersey Transportation Plan-

ning Authority

Committee. The elected 
members of the Exe-
cutive Committee are: 
Ocean County Com-
missioner John P. Kel-
ly, Chair; Middlesex 
County Commissioner 
Charles Kenny, First 
Vice Chair; and Morris 
County Commissioner 
Stephen H. Shaw, Secre-
tary. In accordance with 
the bylaws, Chairman 
Kelly appointed Union 
County Commissioner 
Bette Jane Kowalski to 
the position of Third 
Vice Chair.
The NJTPA is the me-

tropolitan planning or-
ganization (MPO) for 
13 northern New Jersey 
counties. Under federal 
legislation, MPOs pro-
vide a forum where local 
officials, public trans-
portation providers and 
state agency representa-
tives can come together 
and cooperatively plan to 
meet the region’s current 
and future transportation 
needs. It establishes the 
region’s eligibility to re-
ceive federal tax dollars 
for transportation pro-
jects.
The NJTPA Board con-

sists of one local elected 
official from each of the 
13 counties in the region 
(Bergen, Essex, Hudson, 
Hunterdon, Middles-
ex, Monmouth, Morris, 
Ocean, Passaic, Somer-
set, Sussex, Union and 
Warren), and the cities of 
Newark and Jersey City. 
The Board also includes 
a Governor’s Represen-
tative, the Commissio-
ner of the New Jersey 
Department of Transpor-
tation, the Executive Di-
rector of NJ TRANSIT, 
the Chairman of the Port 
Authority of New York 
and New Jersey, and a 
Citizen’s Representative 
appointed by the Gover-
nor.

Blairstown Township Annual Reorganization Was Held On January 1st, 2024. On 
the agenda was the swearing in of the new members of the committee for 2024, the 
appointment of the mayor and deputy mayor and the officers of the blairstown hose 

company # 1.

Newly Elected..........................Eric Lohman.
Reelected ................................Walter Orcutt.
Oath Of Office For Mayor.....Rob Moorhead.

Oath Of Office Deputy Mayor....Walter 
Orcutt.

Blairstown Hose Company # 1
Chief......................Mark Slater.
Deputy Chief..........Stuart Kise.

Captain...................George Curreri.
Lieutenant..............Mike Pirello.

Photos by Bob Halberstadt/
The Free Weekly Press
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ADVERTISE YOURADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE!BUSINESS HERE!
2x2 Display Ad 2x2 Display Ad 

For Only $25For Only $25
MUST MENTION THIS ADMUST MENTION THIS AD

Thursday & Friday 10-6, Saturday 8-2

Visit our     Facebook page and website www.speersmeats.com. 
You can place orders in person, or by phone!

610-863-3938

DIRECTIONS: From Bangor: Delabole Rd., Make Left onto Heimer Rd., and Right onto Gum Rd.
 From Wind Gap: 3rd St., make left onto Delabole Rd., Right onto Merwarth Rd., Left onto Gum Rd.

Elevate Your Game Day
 Snacks with Meats & Cheeses 

From Speers!
Plus - Roasts, Steaks, & Meats 

for Stews & Chili!
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GRAY’S RECYCLING

908-475-3797 Gray’s Recycling Mulch

MULCH  •  TOP SOIL  •  STONE  • DYED MULCH
Pick Up Or Delivered To Your Location

MULCH AVAILABLE STONE AVAILABLE
Hardwood, Dyed, Black, 

Brown, Red, & Cedar Mulches
 Topsoil, Clean Fill, & Wood Chips

Dumping for Brush, Logs,
Wood Chips, & Bales of Straw!
YOU CAN HAUL IT IN OR

WE WILL PICK IT UP!
Roll-Off Boxes Available:

 10, 20 or 30yds

River Stone: 3/8”, 3/4”, 1” to 3”
Red Stone 3/8” - 3/4”
ALSO AVAILABLE:

3/4” Gravel, 3/8” Crushed 
Gravel, QP Stone, & Stone DustWE ACCEPT YARD DEBRIS

We Also Offer
Heavy & Light Land Clearing

STORM DAMAGE CLEAN-UP, DEMOLITION & LOWBOY MOVES

CASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDCASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Hours By Appointment
Please Call:

 610-888-6613

• Oil • Gas • AC •  
• Heat Pumps • Ductless • 

• Oil Tank Removal • 
• Service &  Installation • 

• Oil • Gas • AC •  
• Heat Pumps • Ductless • 

• Oil Tank Removal • 
• Service &  Installation • 

610-628-2099      BRSHVAC.COM610-628-2099      BRSHVAC.COM

BELZNER’S RESIDENTIAL SERVICE INC. BELZNER’S RESIDENTIAL SERVICE INC. 

Call Us Today
For Fast Service
Call Us Today

For Fast Service
License # PA154233

Cutsom Deer Processing & More!
Open 24/7 For Drop Offs

THE BUCK 
STOPS HERE
THE BUCK 

STOPS HERE
THE BUCK 

STOPS HERE
107 Linaberry Road, Columbia, NJ       908-872-5489107 Linaberry Road, Columbia, NJ       908-872-5489

Bangor vs Pen Argyl Slate Belt Rivalry Football Game

L-R: The Charles R. Sampson Award for Outstanding Lineman of the game was awarded to 
Bangor’s Jacob Weaver; The Green and White Athletic Association awarded Brad Rissmiller 
as the Pen Argyl MVP; The Slater Football Alumbu Association awarded Greg Campbell the 
Bangor MVP award. Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Comunale Lawn 
& Landscaping Inc.

Seasonal Clean Ups
Light Excavation 

Natural Stone Retaining Walls
Paver Walkways and Patios

Seasonal Clean Ups
Light Excavation 

Natural Stone Retaining Walls
Paver Walkways and Patios

Seasonal Clean Ups
Light Excavation 

Natural Stone Retaining Walls
Paver Walkways and Patios

610-588-1145

David A. Hawk 
Builder/Remodeler
484-330-0093484-330-0093

Mt. Bethel


40 Years of Experience • Fully Insured  • Free Estimates

Additions · Basements
Kitchens · Bathrooms

Sunrooms · Patios 
New Garages Built
Decks · Flooring

PA041139

Stone Work · Siding
Roofing · Gutters
Soffits · Windows 
Trim · Shutters

Dotter’s Septic Services, LLC.
Formerly Albert Lawson Septic Services

610-759-6523
Northampton, PA

- Pump Septic Tanks & Cesspools -
- Grease Traps -

- Septic Repairs & Installations -
- Repair Septic Pumps -
- Electric Eel Services -

- Snow Removal -

Dotterssepticservices@yahoo.com

Free Estimates
11 Years of Experience

Debbie Pettinari
Providing Insurance & Financial Services

Agent

106 S. Broadway
Wind Gap, PA 18091

Bus: 610-881-4433
Fax: 610-881-4432
Cell: 484-695-8070

FADESANDBLADES610@GMAIL.COM

View walk-in hours or 
book an appointment at 

FADESANDBLADESINC.COM

908-335-5643FADESANDBLADES610@GMAIL.COM

WALK-INS
WELCOMEWALK-INS
WELCOMEWALK-INS
WELCOME

316 Washington Blvd., Bangor, PA

Governor Phil Murp-
hy today signed S1311/
A594, which establishes 
the NJ State Parks and 
Open Space Foundation 
within the Department 
of Environmental Pro-
tection. The foundation 
will be incorporated as 
a nonprofit corporation 
and will be responsible 
for raising funds for 
the maintenance and 
development of New 
Jersey’s state parks and 
forests, as well as coun-
ty and municipal parks 
and open spaces.
“Thanks to this monu-

mental legislation, our 
state’s natural treasures 
will only become more 
invaluable as we con-
tinue to invest in their 
preservation, resilien-
ce, and accessibility,” 
said Governor Murphy. 
“From Liberty State 
Park to Island Beach 
State Park, our state 
parks and forests will 
continue to attract vi-
sitors to the Garden Sta-
te while providing phy-
sical and mental health 
benefits for countless 
New Jersey families.”
“This is a game-chan-

ging moment for parks 
and open space in New 
Jersey,” said Commis-
sioner of Environmen-
tal Protection Shawn 
M. LaTourette, who 
oversees New Jersey-
’s vast system of State 
Parks, Forests & Histo-
ric Sites. “By establis-
hing this Foundation, 
Governor Murphy and 
our Legislature have 
created the avenue for 
passionate outdoor en-
thusiasts to champion 
improvements in the 

parks and open spaces 
they love and the grea-
ter environment we sha-
re. With this new tool, 
we will create a lasting 
conservation and out-
door recreation legacy 
that brings people and 
communities together 
to enjoy our natural tre-
asures.”
“The establishment 

of a foundation for the 
continued maintenan-
ce of our public parks 
and open spaces will 
help ensure access to 
state, county, and mu-
nicipal parks for future 
generations,” said for-
mer Governor Richard 
J. Codey. “For years, 
many of our public pla-
ces have been in dire 
need of additional fun-
ding to provide for both 
maintenance and the 
creation of additional 
recreational opportuni-
ties. This new law is a 
key part of addressing 
that need and providing 
the resources that are 
needed for our public 
places to best serve the 
public.”
“New Jersey is fortu-

nate to have beautiful 
parks all over the state, 
thanks to our prioritiza-
tion of preserving open 
space and providing op-
portunities for families 
to spend time outside. 
Still, maintaining these 
parks can be costly,” 
said Senator Shirley 
K. Turner. “Through 
the NJ State Parks and 
Open Space Foundation 
we will be able to raise 
funds to not only main-
tain our parks but also 
invest in outdoor re-
creational equipment to 

Governor Murphy Signs Legislation to Establish NJ State Parks and Open 
Space Foundation

get our kids moving for 
generations to come.”
“As the Garden State, 

it is our responsibility 
to take the lead in nur-
turing our environment 
and open spaces,” said 
Assemblyman William 
Spearman. “The enact-
ment of this bill sends 
a clear message to New 
Jerseyans about the im-
portance of preserving 
the innate beauty that 
characterizes our great 
state.”
“The establishment of 

the New Jersey State 
Parks and Open Space 
Foundation is a pivotal 
step towards long-term 
sustainability of our sta-
te’s natural allure,” said 
Assemblywoman Sha-
ma Haider. “The Foun-
dation is a testament 
of our commitment to 
our state with pristine, 
well-maintained parks 
and open spaces, fos-
tering a healthier and 
more vibrant commu-
nity.”
“One of the many 

things that makes our 
State the Greatest in 
the Country is the re-
markable variety that 
exists in New Jersey’s 
many landscapes,” said 
Assemblyman Sterley 
Stanley. “From cities 
to suburbs and from 
foundries to forests one 
of our state’s greatest 
assets is not only the 
incredible diversity of 
landscapes that exist 

here but the proximity 
of those landscapes to 
one another. By cre-
ating the New Jersey 
State Parks and Open 
Space Foundation, we 
are recognizing our res-
ponsibility as lawma-
kers to take proactive 
steps to preserve this 
reality by protecting 
our state’s natural won-
ders both small and lar-
ge so they can continue 
to help define the place 
we are so proud to call 
home.”
“New Jersey state, 

county and town parks 
and forests are beloved 
by millions – they are 
the place we escape 
for vacations, hikes, 
picnics or just an af-
ternoon away. But they 
need more funding to 
handle their existing 
crowds – to say nothing 
of making them better. 
Whether it’s Liberty 
State Park or the park 
down the street, this bill 
will help all of us by al-
lowing private dollars 
to chip in to make our 
parks and wild areas 
even better and more 
accessible. We thank 
Sen. Shirley Turner and 
Asm. Bill Spearman for 
getting this bill done on 
the final day of session 
and Gov. Murphy for 
his support,” said Doug 
O’Malley, Director of 
Environment New Jer-
sey.
“New Jersey has one 

of the best state park 
systems in the country. 
This legislation un-
derscores New Jersey’s 
commitment to environ-
mental stewardship and 
ensuring public access 
to our natural wonders,” 
said Barbara Brummer, 
The Nature Conservan-
cy’s New Jersey State 
Director. “We are grate-
ful to Governor Murphy 
and the dedicated mem-
bers of the New Jersey 
Legislature for their 
joint efforts in enacting 
this transformative le-
gislation.”
“Newark is proud to 

host the Greenway, 
one of our newest Sta-
te parks, and I’m gra-
teful to the Murphy 
Administration and the 
Legislature for giving 
communities across 
New Jersey an innova-
tive new tool to ensure 
our parks have the fun-
ding they need to thrive 
through widening the 
tent of genuine stake-
holders,” said Evan 
Weiss, President and 
CEO of the Newark Al-
liance.
“Parks and open spa-

ces are critical assets for 
the people and wildlife 
of the Garden State. We 
know that these assets 
need increased attenti-
on and resources,” said 
Alex Ireland, New Jer-
sey Audubon President 
& CEO. “We are sup-
portive of actions that 

will make our parks, 
safer, more welcoming, 
and more resilient in 
the years ahead.”
“Having an accessible, 

safe, and well maintain-
ed park in your neig-
hborhood has proven 
benefits to the health of 
our bodies, our minds, 
and our communities. 
This new foundation 
will help ensure parks 
are well kept for New 
Jerseyans to enjoy wal-
king, hiking, birding, 
cycling, picnicking, and 
just getting outdoors,” 
said Ed Potosnak, Exe-
cutive Director, New 
Jersey LCV. “We ap-
plaud Governor Murp-
hy and the Legislature 
for their commitment to 
green spaces throughout 
the state. While this bill 
will not supplant tax-
payer support of open 
space and parks, it is 
important because fun-
ding through this new 
foundation will be both 
an environmental and 
economic boon for re-
sidents – especially for 
urban communities of 
color that have less ac-
cess to green spaces for 
recreation.” 
“Parks and open space 

support our health and 
well-being and provide 
essential connections 
in our communities. As 
such, it is critical that 
the state’s public land is 
well-maintained, acces-
sible, and welcoming to 
all. This new law will 
ensure that New Jer-
sey’s parks and forests 
have the resources to 
benefit from robust in-
vestment and commu-
nity engagement,” said 
Kim Elliman, President 
and CEO of the Open 
Space Institute. “The 
Open Space Institute 
strongly supports this 
measure and applauds 
Governor Murphy, and 
leaders in the Sena-
te and Assembly for 
their efforts to provide 
much-needed outdoor 
recreational resources 
for people throughout 
the state now and for 
future generations.”
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The Overlook

Hours: Wed-Sun, 2:30pm to Close

The Overlook
4285 N. Delaware Dr., Mt. Bethel     570-897-0169

Hours: Wed-Sun, 2:30pm to Close

OpenOpen StageStage
Night!Night!Night!Night!Night!Night!Night!

Saturday Nights,
December - February 

(When No Band is Booked)

CALL FOR BOOKINGS:
 484-988-0969

20242024
Ad SaleAd Sale

GET FOUR, 2x2 ADS
FOR $24 EACH!

GET THREE, 2x4 ADS
FOR $48 EACH!

GET THREE, 3x3 ADS
FOR $72 EACH!

*Valid on New Ads in those sized January 11th through February 15th, Email Melissa at thepressads@gmail.com for details**Valid on New Ads in those sized January 11th through February 15th, Email Melissa at thepressads@gmail.com for details*

Rep. Ann Flood 
(R-Northampton) today 
announced nearly $3 
million in state funding 
has been awarded by 
the Commonwealth 
Financing Authority 
(CFA) to benefit residents 
in Northampton County.
The awards were 

considered at today’s 
CFA Board meeting 
and approved through 
the Commonwealth’s 
Small Water and Sewer 
Program (SWS) and 
Water Supply, Sanitary 
Sewer, and Storm Water 
Projects Program (H2O).
“I am pleased our local 

community has secured 
this critical funding. This 
substantial investment 
will help to repair and 
maintain crucial parts of 
our local infrastructure,” 
said Flood. “Keeping our 
sewers and water systems 
working efficiently 
is very important to 
the well-being of the 
community.”
Grant funding was 

awarded as follows:
Bushkill Township - 

$189,786 for repairing 
or installing new 
stormwater infrastructure 
at 10 sites located in 
Bushkill Township.
Bangor Borough 

Authority - $600,000 for 
wastewater treatment 

plant improvements 
and $150,000 for sewer 
main and pump station 
replacements in Bangor 
Borough and Washington 
Township.
Portland Borough - 

$424,708 for stormwater 
improvements located 
along Main Street 
and Market Street 
and $425,000 for 
improvements to the 
sewage treatment plant in 
the Borough of Portland.
East Bangor Municipal 

Authority - $367,633 
for the construction of a 
new water storage tank 
located in Upper Mount 
Bethel Township and 
$150,000 for water meter 
upgrades in East Bangor 
Borough.
Roseto Borough Sewer 

Authority - $150,000 for 
televising and repairing 
the sewer lines located in 
the Borough of Roseto.
The CFA was established 

in 2004 as an independent 
agency of the Department 
of Community and 
Economic Development 
(DCED) to administer 
Pennsylvania’s economic 
stimulus packages. The 
CFA holds fiduciary 
responsibility over the 
funding of programs 
and investments in 
Pennsylvania’s economic 
growth.

PA State Rep. Ann Flood An-
nounces Nearly $3 Million 
in Grant Funding Awarded 

Locally

 The Game Commis-
sion is asking for the 
public’s help finding 
turkey flocks to trap for 
ongoing turkey projects.
Beginning next week, 

Pennsylvanians are en-
couraged to report the 
location of any turkey 
flocks they see. Infor-
mation is being collec-
ted online at https://pg-
cdatacollection.pa.gov/
TurkeyBroodSurvey 
from Jan. 15 through 
March 15.
Visitors to that webpa-

ge will be asked to pro-
vide the date of the sigh-
ting, the location, and 
the type of land (public, 
private or unknown) 
where birds are seen, 
among other things.
Game Commission 

crews will visit sites to 
assess them for the po-
tential to trap turkeys. 
Turkeys will not be mo-
ved; they’ll simply be 
leg banded and released 
on site. In four Wild-
life Management Units 
(WMUs) some also will 
be outfitted with GPS 
transmitters, then be re-
leased back on site, to be 
monitored over time.
Trapping turkeys du-

ring winter is part of the 
Game Commission’s 
ongoing population mo-
nitoring, and provides 
information for a lar-
ge-scale turkey study, as 
well.
Just like the last four 

winters, the Game Com-
mission will put leg 
bands on male turkeys 
statewide. Hunters who 

harvest one of those tur-
keys, or people who find 
one dead, are asked to 
report the band number 
by either calling toll-
free or reporting it on-
line.
“The data give us infor-

mation on annual survi-
val rates and annual 
spring harvest rates for 
our population model 
and provides the person 
reporting information 
on when and approxi-
mately where the turkey 
was banded,” said Mary 
Jo Casalena, the Game 
Commission’s turkey 
biologist.
The Game Commissi-

on is also attaching GPS 
transmitters to a sample 
of turkeys in WMUs 2D, 
3D, 4D and 5C; on ap-
proximately 150 hens 
and 100 males total. The 
four study areas have 
different landscapes, 
turkey population den-
sities, and spring hunter 
and harvest densities.
“We’re studying turkey 

population and move-
ment dynamics, disease 
prevalence, and other 
aspects that may limit 
populations” Casalena 
said.
These studies are being 

done in partnership with 
Penn State University 
and the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Wildlife 
Futures Program.
The population and 

movement portion of 
that work is looking 
at how landscape and 
weather impact hen 
nest rates, nest success, 

Pennsylvania Winter Turkey Sighting Survey To Begin

poult survival, preda-
tion, habitat use and 
movement. The disease 
portion of the study is 
examining how disease 
prevalence varies ba-
sed on landscape and 
impacts things like the 
survival and nesting ra-
tes of hens of different 
ages. This is accomplis-
hed by collecting blood, 
throat swabs, feces, etc. 
from turkeys that recei-
ve backpack-style trans-
mitters at the time of 
capture.
The study will continue 

next winter for females, 
so that, in the end, the 
Game Commission will 
monitor 400-plus hens 
and 200-plus male tur-
keys.
Researchers from Penn 

State University and the 
University of Pennsyl-
vania’s Wildlife Futures 
Program will interpret 
the data collected. Ma-
ryland, New Jersey and 

Ohio joined the study as 
well.
“It is the largest turkey 

project we’ve ever con-
ducted, with the hope of 
answering many ques-
tions regarding current 
turkey population dyna-
mics,” Casalena said.
Finding birds to trap 

is key to accomplishing 
the work. That’s whe-
re the public comes in. 
Fortunately, Pennsylva-
nians have a history of 
helping in this way.
Casalena said parti-

cipation in the Winter 
Wild Turkey Sighting 
Survey has been extre-
mely useful for locating 
trappable flocks over the 
past two winters.
“The public was so 

helpful the last two ye-
ars and some even hel-
ped with monitoring 
sites and trapping,” 
Casalena said. “We look 
forward to continuing 
this winter.”
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Landscape MakeoversGUTTERS
JNJ

Seamless Gutters
JNJ

Seamless Gutters

Proudly Serving The 
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Hello, fellow readers, 
      It never occurred to 

me that there is an incon-

a pond versus a lake; if I 
may share a walk in the 
woods, that leads to the 
curious question.
     After our weekly vol-

unteer sing at the Karen 
Ann Quinlan Home for 
Hospice on Friday, I en-
joyed a walk in the rain 
at Lodestar Park in Fre-
don, NJ. There’s some-
thing serene about walk-
ing amongst raindrops. 
Especially when a driz-
zle hits your face, feeling 
like kisses from heaven.

trail, I made a right onto 
the Nature Trail, which 
meanders through the 
woods. The golden car-
pet of fallen leaves cov-
ering the path was soft 
to walk on. I stopped to 
listen to the raindrops’ 
cadence, taking in the 
miracles of the cycle of 
life—the rhythm of na-
ture, the change in sea-
sons.
     There’s a small pond 

where an information-
al plaque stands. It ex-
plains that “the techni-
cal distinction between 
a lake and a pond has 
not been universally 
standardized,” which 
piqued my interest. Ar-
en’t ponds shallow and 
small compared to deep-
er and larger lakes? But 
I suppose everything is 
up to interpretation, and 
research proved so.
     I came upon the term 

Limnology – “the study 
of the biological, chem-
ical, and physical fea-
tures of lakes and other 
bodies of freshwater,” 
per Oxford’s dictionary. 
In the late 18th to early 
19th centuries, limnol-
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deep enough to have two 
or three water layers in 
varying temperatures, 

-
cation. Ponds, on the 
other hand, are shallow 
enough to have rooted 
plants along the bottom 
throughout.
     But today’s limnolo-

gists understand that na-
ture has no exacting cat-
egories. There are deep 
lakes and ponds, shallow 
lakes and ponds, and oth-

     The park plaque ex-
plains, “A depression 
which collects and re-

of water can be described 
as a pond, and a variety of 
geological events causes 
such depressions.” We 
all learned about the ice 
age and the impact of 
glaciers in school.
     Ponds and lakes can 

be human-made or made 
by critters, such as bea-
vers here and alligators 
elsewhere. During sum-

with water after the dry 
spell ends. Temporary 
ponds after snowmelt 
or rainy seasons are 
called Vernal Ponds, vi-
tal spots for amphibians 

to breed.
     Sometimes, names 

are changed from pond 
to lake when real estate is 
involved. A “Lake Front 
Home” seems to fetch 

tag. However, ponds add 
beauty to a landscape 

     A long-time client 
in Denville, NJ, wants 
to add a water feature. 
Stephanie is all about 
allowing critters to have 
their share. Much to my 
chagrin, she’ll look the 
other way when deer 
nibble rather than use 
deer spray when needed, 
especially during their 
fall feeding frenzy. “It’s 
Nature’s way of prun-
ing,” Stephanie says.
     A traditional pond 

is not feasible because 
of the elevations and the 
proximately of a beloved 
oak tree. Instead, we’re 
planning a pond-less wa-

terfall. A water reservoir 
and pump buried into 
the garden will rotate 
the water down a stream 
we’ll build with indige-
nous boulders and pock-
ets for native plants.
    Pond-less waterfalls 

aquatic insects, and wa-
ter plants, as described 
in the park’s plaque. 
But Stephanie gleeful-
ly considers how “the 
birds will adore it, and 
the deer will have a 
place to drink.”  Plus, 
it will be a draw to im-
portant pollinators like 

-

she’ll enjoy a babbling 
stream’s serenity and 
soothing sounds. I like 
to think the wildlife 
will, too.
   Garden Dilem-

mas? AskMaryStone.
com (and your favor-
ite Podcast App.)
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enough to have rooted 
plants along the bottom 
throughout.
     But today’s limnolo-

gists understand that na-
ture has no exacting cat-
egories. There are deep 
lakes and ponds, shallow 
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     The park plaque ex-
plains, “A depression 
which collects and re-

of water can be described 
as a pond, and a variety of 
geological events causes 
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all learned about the ice 
age and the impact of 
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with water after the dry 
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to lake when real estate is 
involved. A “Lake Front 
Home” seems to fetch 

tag. However, ponds add 
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     A long-time client 
in Denville, NJ, wants 
to add a water feature. 
Stephanie is all about 
allowing critters to have 
their share. Much to my 
chagrin, she’ll look the 
other way when deer 
nibble rather than use 
deer spray when needed, 
especially during their 
fall feeding frenzy. “It’s 
Nature’s way of prun-
ing,” Stephanie says.
     A traditional pond 

is not feasible because 
of the elevations and the 
proximately of a beloved 
oak tree. Instead, we’re 
planning a pond-less wa-

terfall. A water reservoir 
and pump buried into 
the garden will rotate 
the water down a stream 
we’ll build with indige-
nous boulders and pock-
ets for native plants.
    Pond-less waterfalls 

aquatic insects, and wa-
ter plants, as described 
in the park’s plaque. 
But Stephanie gleeful-
ly considers how “the 
birds will adore it, and 
the deer will have a 
place to drink.”  Plus, 
it will be a draw to im-
portant pollinators like 

-

she’ll enjoy a babbling 
stream’s serenity and 
soothing sounds. I like 
to think the wildlife 
will, too.
   Garden Dilem-

mas? AskMaryStone.
com (and your favor-
ite Podcast App.)

W-F: 9:30-3, Sat: 9:30-2

Hello, fellow readers,
     Once again, I was 

late tending to my gar-
den, scurrying about just 
before the first snow. 
You’ve likely heard the 
phrase “a shoemaker 
without shoes.” It’s iron-
ic how folks who provide 
a service often neglect to 
provide it for themselves. 
     But one of the trea-

sures of a fall garden 
clean up in early winter is 
coming upon seeds from 
the Bottlebrush Buck-
eye that dropped to the 
ground. I’m sure they’ve 
done so yearly (I’ve had 

the plants for over ten 
years) and never no-
ticed. Aesculus parviflo-
ra is one of my favorite 
native transition shrubs 
between woodlands and 
lawns, reaching 8 to 12 
feet high in full shade to 
full sun. And A-rated in 
deer resistance, to boot!
     The tough leather-like 

capsules that cover the 
smooth brown seeds 
were shed, and some of 
the taproots started to 
emerge, looking like tiny 
white fingers. Two were 
deeply rooted, sitting 
around their parent plants 
on the soil’s surface. I let 
them be. Then I grabbed 
the others to disperse 
around the property, 
where I would love more 
waves of texture with its 
hefty leaves and lovely 
mounding shape. Plus, 
the feathery white flow-
ers in summer that look 
like bottle brushes will 
attract bees, butterflies, 
and hummingbirds.
     As the flurries began 

to fall, I dug in the Bot-
tlebrush Buckeye seeds, 
planting them only one 
to two inches deep, about 
eight feet apart. I planted 
some near our boggy area 
in the higher regions that 
aren’t always saturated, 
as the flexible fellow pre-
fers well-drained, moist 
soil but tolerates flooding 
and moderate drought. 
And I dug others along 
the woodland edge near 
the feeder to the pond.

Give a Gift of  Gardens

Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary!

Mary E. Stone
Stone Associates

Landscape Design
 & Consulting,

Blairstown

Mowing, Overgrown Brush,
Saplings, & Weeds!
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50% OFF
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50% OFF
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Dr. Marino C. Saveri, OD
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     Beyond propagat-
ing by seed, Bottlebrush 
Buckeye colonizes by 
suckering. Shoots come 
from the roots or stems 
of the plant. Then, the 
shoots put out roots to 
form a new plant.  You 
can move the babies by 
carefully cutting them 
away from the parent 
plant and transplanting 
them.  Preferably, do that 
in early spring before 
the bud break or late fall 
when it’s dormant. But 
before the snow. I’m just 
saying. (smile)
     Looking around at 

nature’s landscape after 

the meltdown, I marvel 
over the swath of lime-
green grass near the veg-
etable garden where the 
underground spring runs 
through, with remnants 
of snow and slush on 
each side.
     On the morning 

walk, passing Jackson-
burg Creek, which runs 
through our front yard, 
turned into a rushing riv-
er with racing currents. 
In front of it, a healthy 
young beach tree, un-
affected by Beech Leaf 
Disease, with many taw-
ny tan leaves still intact, 
dancing in the wind. 

The sky was blue and 
then grew overcast, and 
spritzes of frozen rain-
drops, almost sleet, tick-
led my face.
     On the return trip, 

I gathered remnants of 
cedar trees knocked off 
from the snowplow, re-
minding me of the sto-
ry of decorating with 
“roadkill” long ago. I 
didn’t dress the win-
dow boxes for winter 
yet (there was no road-
kill until the snow), so 
now I have the treasures 
from the side of the road. 
I wondered why cedar 
trees rooted themselves 
where the hemlock once 
stood. It occurs to me 
they are from the previ-
ous pilfering of roadside 
treasures, spreading the 
seeds of life.
    Moving tree remnants, 

including berries, to areas 
other than where nature 
intended may be consid-

ered tampering. But con-
sider yourself a bird or a 
mammal (humans are, 
after all) and how wild-
life transports seeds from 
place to place. It is part of 
the cycle of nature, the in-
finity of life.
     In the winter months, 

cherish all the beautiful 
treasures around you, 
including family and 
friends, as we spend more 
time near home. Maybe 
gather some of your be-
longings you no longer or 
rarely use and pass them 
on to someone who needs 
or will enjoy them.  
     We come into this 

world with nothing (no 
things) and leave with 
no things, but we leave 
behind the love we give. 
It’s the circle of life that 
never ends.
     Garden Dilem-

mas? AskMaryStone.
com and your favor-
ite Podcast App.
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PO BOX 606, Bangor, PA 18013

610-863-6670 | 510 E. Main St., Pen Argyl

Dine-In   •   Take-Out   •   Delivery    •   Catering Available
(95¢ Delivery Fee)....Call for Delivery Range

 Monday-Thursday
1 Large Plain Pizza

$10.95*
Pick-Up or Delivery ONLY. Toppings Extra.

*Cannot combine with any 
other offers. Must present 

coupons. 

$5 OFF
$30*

COOKS

NEEDED

Some Days/

Some Nights

GREAT PAY

Call Us at:

 610-888-6613

Tree Company Seeks, FT,
PT Worker. Must Have 

Valid DL.  
jensentreeexperts

@gmail.com or call 908-
459-4005
Warren & 

Morris Co., NJ

Siding, Roofer, and 
Window Installer.
Experienced only.

Must have drivers li
cense.  Work available 

immediately. Call 
Comunale Construction 
at 610-588-6715

Office/Retail 
Space for Rent 

Heat, AC, Water, 
Sewer, & 

 Garbage Includ-
ed. $550/mo. 

William St., Pen 
Argyl. Call 

484-330-0093

10 x 20 Garage 
for Rent! Electric 
Overhead Door w/ 

Concrete Floor.  
$125/mo. William 

St., Pen Argyl. 
Call 484-330-0093

Firewood
Cut-Split-Delivered

$210 a Cord
570-202-6902

Seasoned Firewood
$190/cord

$95/half cord
570-202-6902

Firewood for Sale. 
$120 pick up truck 

load. Call Craig 
Wickett at

610-599-6882. Pick 
Up Only No Delivery!

Weekends & Nights
Some Lifting 

Required
Call 610-588-6000

Caregivers Needed.

TS

TS

TS

TS

NOW HIRING FOR 
2022 SEASON!
Ground Men, 

Climbers & CDL 
Drivers Needed

Call 570-807-7746

CDL & LABORERS 
WANTED

Henry Yeska & Son 
Septic Service

Hiring CDL Drivers 
Class A & B and Labor-
ers. Full time and part 
time available. Experi-
ence preferred but not 
required. Will train on 
the job. Please call the 
office at 610-759-3290.

Help Wanted  
Repair & Replace 

Transmissions. Ex-
perience a Plus. But 

Will Train 
Call 610-599-1605

 Werner Transmission
259 E. Central Ave., 

East  Bangor, PA 

Immediate opening - 
driver - CDL hazmat 
endorsement, DOT 
medical card, clean 

driving record to 
deliver home heating 

oil in the Warren
 County area.  email 

resume to
 fuelrite@gmail.com

Part Time Tree Helper 
Wanted! Must Have 

Valid DL. Call 
610-588-1034

TS

Oil Burner Tech. 
Experience Re-

quired. Benefits.  
Full Time.  Please 
Send Resume to:  

Fuelrite@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR EXPERI-
ENCED FULL TIME CAR 

DETAILER
PAY BASED ON  

EXPERIENCE. HEALTH 
BENEFITS AFTER 60 

DAYS. 
PLUS 401K

 CALL TONY AT 
DOTTAS:

484-714-6437

Independent 
Seasoned RN to 
provide in home 

medication, 
medical services, 
and personal care 
in Slate Belt Area

Weekends 
Preferred.  

Reasonable Rates
601-466-5309

 Firewood for sale
$200 a cord 

All different sizes 
14, 16 or 18

 inches long. 
Call 610-588-7513

Help Wanted
Must Have Taken 
CDL Endorsment 

Class A or B
Benefits Offered
& Vacation Time
Apply by Calling

610-759-3290

Servers 
Wanted 

At Hunter’s 
Lodge 
in New 
Jersey

Please Call 
610-888-6613

Looking to 
Hire a  

Workplace 
Safety 

 Instructor for  
Construction 
and/or Manu-

facturing. 
Ideal for 
Retirees.

Local
Travel.

PART TIME
AS NEEDED

Contact 
Steve at

610-392-4187 

County Executive Lamont G. McClure and the 
Northampton County Area Agency on Aging 

Advisory Board seek nominations for 
Northampton County’s outstanding seniors.

Nominees must be Northampton County
 residents aged sixty years or older who are 

passionate about helping others through 
outreach, personal action, inspiration, public 

service, sports, educational instruction, or 
humanitarian endeavors.

Nomination forms must be returned with an 
essay of 250 words or less with a description 
of why the nominee deserves recognition and 
a listing of their volunteer activities. You may 

nominate more than one person. Please return 
one form for each person with an attached 
essay to Melissa Titus at mtitus@norcopa.

gov, or at the address below:
Melissa Titus

Area Agency on Aging
2801 Emrick Blvd.

Bethlehem, PA 18020

Nominations must be postmarked by Friday, 
March 15, 2024. The selected individuals will 

be announced in April.

The 2024 Annual Outstanding Senior Award 
Ceremony will take place on Friday, April 26, 

at the Charles Chrin Community Center of 
Palmer Township.

County Executive  
Lamont G. McClure 

and The Northampton 
County Area Agency on 
Aging Advisory Board 
Are Seeking Nominees
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Cooler Weather is Here! 
Stock Up on 

Barefoot Woodpellets 
By The Bag or 

By the Ton!

Winter Hours: Sun. 9-3; Mon. & Tues. 8-5; Wed. 8-5; Thurs. & Fri. 8-5; Sat. 9-4Winter Hours: Sun. 9-3; Mon. & Tues. 8-5; Wed. 8-5; Thurs. & Fri. 8-5; Sat. 9-4

ALL OF THISPLUS: Eggs & Produce!Stop By For Your One Stop Shop!

•  Kleins Raw Milk And Cheeses
•  Heinshon Honey - 1lb, 2lb, 5lb Jars
•  Hop A Long Farms Grass Fed Beef
•  We Also Carry Chicken, Turkey & Pork
•  Watergap Coffee - All The Specialty Flavors 
          Whole Bean  •  Decaf  •  Regular Ground

Wines From Tolino Vineyards

Proudly StockingProudly Stocking

To Try Our Very Own
CHICKEN FEED!

Made From Our Own Corn With 
Black Oil Sunflower Seeds Added

 $16.95 

Why Did The 
Chicken

Cross The Road?
To Try Our Very Own

CHICKEN FEED!
Made From Our Own Corn With 

Black Oil Sunflower Seeds Added
 $16.95 

Special of the Week:We fill 
propane 
tanks of
 all sizes

 Save$5.00
50lb bag of Black 

Oil Sunflower seed 
Regular price $34.95
SALE PRICE $29.95 

Why Did The 
Chicken

Cross The Road?


