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Bangor Girls Tennis Team took Salisbury High School on Septem-
ber 16th during their Senior Day Match. Bangor won, 5 to 0. Photo by 
Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Bangor High School Honors Their Girls 
Tennis Team Seniors

North Warren Wins Over Ho-
patcong in Football Game to 

Raise Cancer Awareness

North Warren went head to head with Hopat-
cong High School in Football on September 
18th. This game was also their Fight Cancer 
Game. North Warren won, 29 to 14. Photo by 
Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Bangor and Pen Argyl and 5 
Other Schools Compete Cross 

Country Meet

On September 15th Bangor, Pen Argyl, Ca-
tasaqua, Wilson, Salisbury, Northwestern 
and Southern Lehigh competed against 
eachother in a 7 team Cross Country Meet. 
This was also Bangor’s Senior Night. Photo 
by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Pen Argyl Honors 2026 Hall of Fame In-
ductees During Game Against Notre Dame 

Green Pond

Pen Argyl took on Notre Dame Green Pond on September 17th. This 
Game was also their Hall of Fame Inductee Night. Notre Dame Green 
Pond won, 55 to 7. Pictured above (L-R) are: Alison Jones and Leslie 
Carrescia who excepted the 2026 Academic Leader of Distinction 
Award on behald of their brother, Eric Doney; State Representitive 
Ann Flood, who also received the 2026 Academic Leader of Distinc-
tion Award; Philip Racciato received the 2026 Athletic Leader of Dis-
tinction Award for Football and Wrestling; and Alison Brown who 
received the received the 2026 Athletic Leader of Distinction Award 
for Field Hockey and Track. Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly 
Press
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Mailing Address: 
PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013

FRIDAYFRIDAY

Call Us 484-988-0969

Miracle Ear Miracle Ear Center

If your husband won’t listen,
bring him to me!

Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)
1619 N. Ninth Street, 

Stroudsburg, PA 18360
570-476-9949

1343 Blue Valley Drive, 
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-588-3383

Pen Argyl (7) Vs. Notre Dame Green Pond (55) Football 
& Hall of Fame Night

Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press
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Adult Fiction: 
Tempest by Victoria Aveyard; Midnight Curfew by Penelope 
Douglas; Fallen Stars by Imani Erriu; The Thoroughbreds by 
Elin Hilderbrand; The Witches of Cambridge: A Novel by Alice 
Hoffman; Exit Party: A Novel by Emily St. John Mandel; Love 
Felt Like This by Julie Olivia; Fury in Death by J. D. Robb; Reck-
oning by Sharon Sala; The Gates of Midnight by Helene Wecker

Adult Non Fiction:
Plot Twist: Life, Craft, and the Messy First Draft by Harlan Co-
ben; Training for Your Old Lady Body: A Guide to Building Mus-
cle and Mobility at Any Age by Elizabeth Davies; The Home-
school Bible: Everything You Need to Build a Thriving Home 
Education by Mandy Davis; The Complete Language of Herbs: 
A Definitive and Illustrated History by S. Theresa Dietz; Proto-
cols: An Operating Manual for the Human Body by Andrew Hu-
berman; The Rise and Fall of the Artificial State by Jill Lepore; 
I, Julius Caesar: A Graphic History of an Extraordinary Destiny 
by Alfred de Montesquiou; A Neighbors Primer to Organizing, 
Advocacy, and the Urgency of Community by Armando Mori-
tz-Chapelliquen; Up on Cove Mountain: Adventure, Tragedy, 
and a Quest for Meaning on the Appalachian Trail by Earl Swift; 
Jane Austen’s Garden: A Botanical Tour of the Classic Novels 

by Molly Williams

Easy Fiction:
Heads and Tails by John Canty; Fall: A Seasons Story by Kelsey 
E. Gross; The Bear Out There by Jess Hannigan; Vlad is Mad! 
By Su Moon; Frankenkitty by Maudie Powell-Tuck; Pumpkin 
Smash by Michelle Schaub; The Skeleton and the Cat by Bran-
don James Scott; Dr. Seuss’s Spooky Things by Dr. Suess; All 
Kinds of Things; A First Book About Sorting by Frances Stick-
ley; A Happy Place by Britta Teckentrup; The Chairs: A Story 

About the Power of Community by Britta Teckentrup

Easy Non Fiction:
A Riddle of Eels by Nicholas Day

Junior Fiction:
Dobby by J. K. Rowling; Minecraft: The Manga 7 by Kazuyoshi 

Seto; Baby –Sitters on Board! By Raina Teigemeier

Young Adult Fiction:
Teen Titans: Together by Kami Garcia; Akira Failing in Love: 4 

by Shinta Harekawa

DVDs:
Minions & Monsters; The Sheep Detectives; Supergirl

New to the Bangor
Public Library

 39 S Main St, Bangor, PA 18013
Phone: (610) 588-4136

Blue Mountain Community Library News:
The library is located at 216 S. Robinson Ave. in Pen Argyl.  Open hours are Monday-Sat-

urday 10am-12pm and Monday and Thursday 6-8pm.  Questions?
  Call 610-863-3029 or email info@bmcl.org.

Our new stairlift has been installed, thanks to grant funding from both the Green Knight 
Economic Development Corporation and Libraries Transforming Communities:  Accessi-
ble Small and Rural Communities via the American Library Association.  It will be inspect-

ed and ready for use soon.
Stop by to see our beautiful new siding, lighting, and lettering on our building, via Wag-
ner's Wood Specialties, thanks to a generous grant from the Green Knight Economic 

Development Corporation.

Get your ticket now for a special luncheon with author Lee Upton on Thurs., Oct. 8 at 
12pm at Grace United Methodist Church, 404 E. Mountain Ave., Pen Argyl.  Tickets are $15 
and available at the library through Sept. 26.  Cash or check.  Visit www.leeupton.com and 

check out one of her books!

Fall Preschool Storytime will meet the first and third Wednesdays of each month at 
10:30am:  Oct. 7 and 21, Nov. 4 and 18, and Dec. 2 and 16.  Participants are required to 
register for each storytime they plan to attend; send child’s name, birthdate, parent/guard-
ian’s name, and phone number to info@bmcl.org, or provide this info at the library or via 
610-863-3029.  Deadline is Monday two days prior to each storytime.  Spots are limited.

Our Readers' Raffle will continue through September!  Every time you use your library 
card, get a chance to win a $25 gift certificate to Zanette's Nazareth Grill!

The adult book discussion group next meets on Tues., Sept. 8 at 6:30pm to discuss "The 
Berry Pickers" by Amanda Peters.  Email info@bmcl.org to RSVP.

Thanks to donors, we have new wooden puzzles and a cute new table and chairs in the 
children's room!  Come check them out - and try our school-themed scavenger hunt for 

September.

New to the circulating collection:

Adult fiction:
  The Unicorn Hunters (Katherine Arden); Seek the Traitor's Son (Veronica Roth); Project 
Hail Mary (Andy Weir); Want to Know a Secret? (Freida McFadden); The Intruder (Freida 

McFadden)

Large print:
  Ghost to the Rescue (Carolyn Hart);  An Island Wedding (Jenny Colgan); Jacqueline in 

Paris (Ann Mah)

YA fiction:
Amethyst:  Princess of Gemworld (Shannon Hale and Dean Hale); The Okay Witch (Emma 
Steinkellner; Table Titans Club (Scott Kurtz); Crown of Midnight (Sarah J. Maas); Frank 
Herbert's Dune [graphic novel] (Brian Herbert and Kevin J. Anderson); George Washing-

ton (Jeffrey Finegan)

YA nonfiction:
  Lafayette! [graphic novel] (Nathan Hale); Total Olympics (Jeremy Fuchs); The King of 

Sting (Coyote Peterson)

Juvenile fiction:
  Poppleton (Cynthia Rylant); Call of the Sound Dragon (Tracey West); Amy the Amethyst 
Fairy (Daisy Meadows); Prism's Paint (Emily Bliss); Vacation Dreams (Sue Bentley); Dory 
and the Real True Friend (Abby Hanlon); Intergalactic Gas (Aaron Blabey); Peanut Butter 
and Jelly (Ben Clanton); Narwhal's Otter Friend (Ben Clanton); InvestiGATORS Heist and 
Seek (John Patrick Green); The Seals on the Bus (Lenny Hort); This Book Is Perfect! (Ron 
Keres); Pete the Cat and the New Guy (Kimberly and James Dean); The World Needs More 
Purple People (Kristen Bell and Benjamin Hart); 5-Minute Pinkalicious Stories (Victoria 

Kann); Trollbella Throws a Party (Chris Colfer)

Juvenile nonfiction:
 Who Would Win? (Jerry Pallotta); Lions (Amy Sky Koster); Weird Sea Creatures (Lau-
ra Marsh); What Was the Gold Rush? (Joan Holub); What Was the Titanic? (Stephanie 
Sabol); What Was Woodstock? (Joan Holub); The Everything Kids' Science Experiments 
Book (Tom Robinson); Explorers:  Triumphs and Troubles (Paul Mason); 100,000 Whys 

(Ryan Hale); The Marvelous Thing That Came from a Spring (Gilbert Ford)

New to the Blue Mountain 
Community Library

Pen Argyl (7) Vs. Notre Dame Green Pond (55) Football 
& Hall of Fame Night Continued

Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Alison Jones and Leslie Carrescia excepting Alison Jones and Leslie Carrescia excepting 
for their brother Eric Doneyfor their brother Eric Doney Philip RacciatoPhilip Racciato Alison (Reeseman) BrownAlison (Reeseman) Brown

Ann (Rissmiller) FloodAnn (Rissmiller) Flood
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Bangor/Pen Argyl/Catasaqua/Wilson/Salisbury/Northwestern/
Southern Lehigh Boys and Girls Cross Counrty

Photo by Dale Young/Photo by Dale Young/
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Hello fellow readers,
     To weed or not to 

weed knotweed? That 
was the question—or 
should I say controver-
sy—after working in my 
dear client Karen’s gar-
den last Saturday.
     Japanese knotweed 

and I go back a ways. 
In a September 2018 
column about roadside 
beauties, I admired its 
showy white, lacy flow-
ers while acknowledg-
ing its aggressive ways. 
Japanese knotweed 
(Reynoutria japonica), 
also called Asian knot-
weed, tells its origin. 
Though shrublike, it 
isn’t woody but a hefty 
herbaceous perennial in 
the buckwheat family. 
Its hollow stems look 
bamboo-like and grow 
ten to thirteen feet tall.
    Some call it Fleece 

Flower, Monkey Weed, 
or Donkey Rhubarb. 
They say it tastes like 
very sour rhubarb, and 
you’d have to be dumb 
as a donkey to eat it. The 
thing is, donkeys aren’t 
dumb. They are pretty 
smart but indeed stub-
born. But we can’t blame 
an animal for digging in 
its heels to protect itself.
    Showy sprays of 

white flowers cover the 
colonizing plants from 
late summer into fall. 
Pollinators adore the 
plethora of plumes when 
not much else is bloom-
ing—the buzz catching 
the attention of pass-
ersby.
   Beautiful, yes. But 

I’ve learned much more 
about this beauty since 
then.
     Four years later, I 

came upon my new 
neighbor Susan fervently 

Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary!

Mary E. Stone
Stone Associates

Landscape Design
& Consulting,
Blairstown, NJ

pulling knotweed from 
the construction site of 
the home she and her 
husband were building. 
Jolee and I often stopped 
to visit. Susan pulled 
and pulled, determined 
to rid the property of the 
colony I once admired 
along the roadside.
    And she got rid of the 

knotweed completely, 
which brings me back to 
Karen’s garden.
     Knotweed had taken 

hold along one side of 
her lake property. Like 
me, Karen prefers avoid-
ing chemicals when pos-
sible, but she’d hired 
a company to cut and 
treat the knotweed with 
glyphosate. The treat-
ment knocked it back 
dramatically, though 
new plants eventually 
emerged.
     Toward the end of 

our gardening day Sat-
urday, I started pulling 
them. They came sur-
prisingly easily, many 
with long stretches of 
root attached. 
    Karen was delighted. 

Then she went online. 
Uh-oh!
     Soon came worried 

emails explaining that 
pulling knotweed can 
stimulate regrowth and 
that even tiny pieces of 
rhizome can produce 
new plants. Worse yet, 
Karen had read that 
knotweed could dam-
age foundations and 
even cause insurance 
problems. Some truth is 
tangled in the fear.
     Japanese knotweed’s 

extensive rhizomes 
make established colo-
nies notoriously diffi-
cult to eradicate. Merely 
chopping off the tops 
won’t do it. But non-
chemical management 
is possible. University of 
Maryland Extension ad-
vises repeatedly remov-
ing every new shoot be-
fore it can replenish the 
underground rhizomes; 
over time can exhaust 
the plant, though it may 
take years. Digging rhi-
zomes and long-term 
smothering are other 
strategies.
    And those frighten-

ing stories about houses? 
Much of the notoriety 
comes from the United 
Kingdom, where knot-

Debbie Pettinari
Providing Insurance & Financial Services

Agent

106 S. Broadway
Wind Gap, PA 18091

Bus: 610-881-4433
Fax: 610-881-4432
Cell: 484-695-8070

weed once caused some 
mortgage lenders to re-
ject affected properties. 
More recent research 
found the risk to sub-
stantial buildings was 
overstated. Current Brit-
ish surveying guidelines 
focus on actual damage 
and interference with 
the property’s use, rather 
than knotweed’s pres-
ence alone.
    In other words, knot-

weed needs attention—
but not panic.
    Susan’s property 

has become my favorite 
case study. Her approach 
wasn’t a casual yank 
now and then. She was 
relentless, removing new 
growth again and again 
until the colony surren-
dered.
     Karen’s situation 

is different because her 
knotweed was already 
professionally treated, 
and what I pulled was 
the greatly diminished 
regrowth. We’ll keep 
watching and research-
ing before deciding the 
next step.

     One thing I’ve 
learned since admiring 
those September road-
side beauties eight years 
ago: Nature rarely fits 
neatly into categories 
of good and bad. Knot-
weed feeds pollinators 
when not much else is 
blooming. And garden-
ers can make use of the 
invader’s hollow stems 
by bundling them as 
nesting habitat for soli-
tary, tunnel-nesting na-
tive bees.
  Yes, it behaves badly 

underground, much like 

mugwort (Artemisia vul-
garis) and other invaders 
that are difficult to eradi-
cate.
     But the answer to 

a garden dilemma isn’t 
fear. It’s paying atten-
tion, learning more, and 
patiently pulling the un-
desirables. The same is 
true in our Garden of 
Life.
     Garden Dilemmas? 

AskMaryStone.com or 
tune in on your favorite 
Podcast App.
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908-362-6341908-362-6341

(95¢ Delivery Fee)   Call for Delivery Range

610-863-6670
510 E. Main St., Pen Argyl

610-863-6670
510 E. Main St., Pen Argyl

Dine-In   •   Take-Out   •   Delivery    •   Catering Available
Open Daily: 11am-10pm

 Monday-Thursday
2 Large Plain Pizza

$26.95*
*Cannot combine with any 
other offers. Must present 

coupons. 

$5 OFF
$30*

Pick-Up or Delivery ONLY. Toppings Extra.

North Warren (29) vs Hopatcong (14) Football

Photo by Dale Young/Photo by Dale Young/
The Free Weekly PressThe Free Weekly Press
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Mowing, Overgrown Brush,
Saplings, & Weeds!

TREE SERVICE, Inc.

garyeagle.com
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Residential/Commercial Electric

Light Carpentry | Painting | Home Repairs
Residential/Commercial Electric

Light Carpentry | Painting | Home Repairs

PA REG. #PA058650

FULLY

LICENSED

& INSURED

TODD’S
AUTO BODY

610-588-4633
1025 Mt. Bethel Hwy.

Rt. 512, Mt. Bethel, PA

Hours: Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm

toddsauto@carcarepa.com
 We work with all insurance companies!

Former Trenton Water Works 
Employee Sentenced to Three 
Years in Prison for Failing to 
Collect Samples and Submit-

ting False Test Data

Attorney General Jen-
nifer Davenport and the 
Division of Criminal 
Justice today announced 
that a former Trenton 
Water Works (TWW) 
sample collector was 
sentenced to three years 
in prison for allegedly 
failing to collect water 
samples and falsifying 
water quality reports.
Cesar Lugo, 38, of Tren-

ton, previously pleaded 
guilty to third-degree 
tampering with public 
records and violations of 
the Safe Drinking Water 
Act (SDWA). As part of 
the plea agreement, the 
State agreed to recom-
mend a three-year prison 
sentence for both crimes 
of conviction to run con-
currently, with a two-
year parole ineligibility 
term.
“Safe drinking water 

is a fundamental need, 
and it is critical that the 
people charged with 
keeping our water sup-
plies safe and clean do 
their jobs with diligence 
and professionalism,” 
said Attorney General 
Davenport. “This defen-
dant chose to break the 
law, without regard for 
New Jersey’s residents. 
Today’s sentence dem-
onstrates that there are 
serious consequences for 
such a choice.”
“Falsifying water sam-

pling reports goes be-
yond putting people’s 
health at risk, it damages 
public trust in an essen-
tial public service,” said 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection Com-
missioner Ed Potosnak. 

“Clean drinking water 
is a human right and the 
bedrock underpinning 
strong communities. 
Today’s sentencing reaf-
firms public trust in gov-
ernment systems by de-
livering accountability.”
“This defendant’s ac-

tions were a serious 
breach of the responsi-
bility entrusted to him as 
a public employee,” said 
DCJ Interim Director 
Martha Nye. “Today’s 
sentence holds him ac-
countable for those ac-
tions and underscores 
that those who abuse 
positions of public trust 
will be held responsible.”
According to docu-

ments filed in this case 
and statements made in 
court, between October 
1, 2023 and November 
13, 2023, Lugo was em-
ployed as a water sample 
collector for TWW. Dur-
ing this time, he know-
ingly submitted fraudu-
lent or falsified water 
testing results and fraud-
ulent or falsified chain 
of custody forms to 
TWW, in violation of the 
SDWA, which mandates 
accurate water testing 
and reporting.  On nu-
merous occasions, Lugo 
failed to conduct the re-
quired water collections 
altogether, yet continued 
to submit timesheets 
falsely certifying that he 
had performed his work 
and was entitled to pay-
ment.
The case is being pros-

ecuted by Deputy Attor-
ney General Dom Stock-
ton-Rossini from DCJ’s 
Regulatory Unit.

Let Students Know It’s Safe-
2Say Something

As students settle in 
for the new school year, 
they should know about 
a resource available if 
they’re concerned about 
the wellbeing of them-
selves or others.
Authorized by the 

General Assembly, 
Safe2Say Something is 
a youth violence pre-
vention program run by 
the Pennsylvania Office 
of Attorney General. 
The program teaches 
youth and adults how 

to recognize warning 
signs and signals, es-
pecially within social 
media, from individu-
als who may be a threat 
to themselves or others 
and to “say something” 
before it is too late.
Students can report 

concerns by phone at 
844-723-2729, by email-
ing info@safe2saypa.
org or on the Safe2Say 
website, where they can 
also download the Safe-
2Say Something app.
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Hours: Tues: 2-10pm; Wed: 4-11pm; 
Thurs: 4-11pm;  Fri: 4pm-2am;

 Sat: 12pm-2am; Sun: 1pm-11pm; 
CLOSED MONDAY

Live MusicLive Music
This SaturdayThis Saturday

September 26thSeptember 26th
 - with - - with -

Live Music
This Saturday

September 26th
 - with -

ELECTRIC REDELECTRIC REDELECTRIC RED

Vererans Appreciation Breakfast & Mini Expo

Photo by Dale Young/Photo by Dale Young/
The Free Weekly PressThe Free Weekly Press
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64 Rt. 46 Delaware, NJ • 908-475-0060 • 610-888-6613

Hunter’s Lodge Restaurant & MotelHunter’s Lodge Restaurant & MotelHunter’s Lodge Restaurant & Motel

Serving BreakfastServing Breakfast
at 11amat 11am

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Martini Monday!Martini Monday!
$5 Wells$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!Taco Tuesday!
$7.99$7.99

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

SteamedSteamed
ClamsClams

Steamed
Clams

Call 610-888-6613 For Motel Rooms!

64 Rt. 46, Columbia, NJ  •  908-475-0060 •  We Are Open 11am-11pm  •  7 Days a Week  

Motel Rooms Rates: $110/Night; $600/Week;  $1,200/Mo.
Includes: A/C & Heat, WiFi, Dish Network, Trash, Parking, Small Fridge & Microwave.

Try OurTry Our

LegendaryLegendary

Steaks!Steaks!
Try Our

Legendary

Steaks!

Like Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJ

Bangor Cross Country Seniors

Bangor Honored the following Cross Country Seniors on September 15th: Emma Chaney, Bella Harvey, Leah Hoffer, 
Anna Koehler, Hayden Kline and Sabrina Poltorak. Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press
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TREE WORK

Craig Wickett 

TRIMMING - REMOVAL - STORM DAMAGE - FIREWOOD
STUMP GRINDING - CHIPPING - WE DO SLATE REPAIRS!

Free Estimates | Fully Insured

CraigWickettTreeWork.com

For Fast Service, Call:
H: 610-599-6882
C: 610-442-2996

75ft
BUCKET

TRUCK
75ft

BUCKET
TRUCK

24 Hr. Emergency
Storm Damage Service

Call for Discount

106 Rt. 94, Blairstown, NJ

Bangor (5) vs Salisbury (0) Senior Night Girls Tennis

Grace Apgar with her mother, Stephanie and 
Stepfather, Cory

Grace Apgar with her father, Scott and 
Stepmother, Jessica

Lauren Belo with her parents,
Carmen and Michael

Carly Nugent with her parents,
Michael and Tina

Abby and Sophie Romeo with their parents,
Cathy and Mike

Maura Scarfaro with her parents,
Audrey and Peter
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Facebook
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GRAY’S RECYCLING

908-475-3797 Gray’s Recycling Mulch

MULCH  •  TOP SOIL  •  STONE  • DYED MULCH
Pick Up Or Delivered To Your Location

MULCH AVAILABLE STONE AVAILABLE
Hardwood, Dyed, Black, Brown, Red, 

& Cedar Mulches, Topsoil,
 Clean Fill, & Wood Chips

We Now Sell Mushroom Soil!

Dumping for Brush, Logs, Wood Chips, & Bales of Straw!

River Stone: 3/8”, 3/4”, 1” to 3”
Red Stone  3/4”

ALSO AVAILABLE:
3/4” Gravel, 3/8” Crushed 

Gravel, QP Stone, & Stone Dust
WE ACCEPT YARD DEBRIS We Also Offer

Heavy & Light
Land Clearing

CASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDCASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Summer Hours:
Open Mon-Fri: 7am-4pm

Saturday: 7am-Noon
Closed Sundays!

Summer Hours:
Open Mon-Fri: 7am-4pm

Saturday: 7am-Noon
Closed Sundays!

Commercial & Residential Sales!

Bangor (5) vs Salisbury (0) Senior Night Girls Tennis Continued

Evelyn Hendershot with her parents, 
Braden and Christine

Alexia Ludwig with her parents, 
Krista and Jeffery

Maddi Lehman with her parents,
Robert and Ashley

Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly PressPhoto by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press
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17 Main Street, Blairstown, NJ

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AT
128 RT. 94, BLAIRSTOWN, NJ 

 NEXT TO THE TRACTOR SUPPLY!

908-535-4064
EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AT
128 RT. 94, BLAIRSTOWN, NJ 

 NEXT TO THE TRACTOR SUPPLY!

908-535-4064

We Do House Clean Outs!

We are Currently Buying: 
GOLD & SILVER BULLION  •  COINS  

CURRENCY   •   ESTATES  •  ANTIQUES  
COLLECTIBLES  •  SPORTS CARDS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE ESTATES 

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

We Do House Clean Outs!

HONEST & TRANSPARENT
PRICING YOU CAN TRUST!

Finder’s Collection &
 Storage Discoveries

GRAY RIBBON RIDERS PRESENTS

TIRES AGAINST TUMORS
September 27, 2026

5th Year Anniversary Event!

Tricky Trays DJ 50/50 Raffle Kids Games! Vendors

SCHEDULE: Open 8am  *  Safety 10am  *  KSU 10:30am  *  12:30pm Lunch, Competitions, Prizes  *  4pm Bike Raffle
START LOCATION: Brown & Lynch American Legion Post 9, 2260 Corriere Rd, Palmer, PA
ENTRY FEE: $25 Per Person (lunch and t-shirt included with preregistration)
BREAKFAST: Available for Purchase from We Squeeze to Please
LUNCH CATERED BY: Tosco's Pizza & Restaurant
PRE-REGISTER: EndPediatricTumors.org

WIN A 2023 KAWASAKI VULCAN S (650)!
Contact us for your $20 Raffle Tickets — Drawing on Event Day!

Mobile/Text: 484-747-4864   f: @etept   IG: @endpedtumors   Email: Bones@endpediatrictumors.org

A new grant from First-
Energy Foundation to the 
Warren County Com-
munity College Founda-
tion is helping to provide 
training to technology 
educators and police of-
ficers from throughout 
the region at the college’s 
nationally known drone 
program, leading toward 
certification to fly un-
manned systems.
The  FirstEnergy Foun-

dation  is donating 
$55,000 to New Jersey 
educational programs fo-
cused on electrical trades 
and science, technology, 
engineering and mathe-
matics (STEM) program-
ming. The grants are part 
of more than $5.5 million 
in community support 
distributed across First-
Energy’s service area 
to date in 2025 and are 
going to five vocational 
school and community 
college programs.
The company says its 

commitment to custom-
ers “extends beyond 
delivering safe, reliable 
electricity to engaging 
meaningfully and invest-
ing in the communities 
we serve. 
Doug Mokoid, FirstEn-

ergy’s president of New 
Jersey, said, “We need 
to prepare the next gen-
eration to meet those de-

Grant To Support Drone Training For Local Police And Educators Awarded

mands, whether they are 
working on electrical sys-
tems, flying drones or en-
gineering the next great 
device. STEM is a vital 
part of the future. New 
Jersey has been at the 
center of innovation since 
the invention of the light 
bulb, and we’re proud to 
help continue that great 
tradition in the commu-
nities we serve.”
The $15,000 grant to 

Warren is helping defray 
the cost of Part 107, FAA 
Remote Pilot Certificate 
exam prep training for 20 
high school STEM teach-
ers and 10 police officers 
at WarrenUAS, the col-
lege’s unmanned systems 
program. 
“With ongoing tight 

budgets for both school 
districts and local police 
departments, high-tech 
training is not always ac-
cessible for these com-
munity heroes,” said 

Pete Miller, chief pilot 
at WarrenUAS. “We be-
lieve more training in un-
manned systems is criti-
cal in many sectors and 
this is one way Warren-
UAS can make it easier 
for these professionals to 
gain it.”
The next and final class 

will be held this fall and 
the college is taking ap-
plications from school 
districts for their STEM 
teachers.
“Drone technology is 

the future of many in-
dustries as well as criti-
cal now for public safety. 
Pilot training and acquir-
ing an FAA Remote Pilot 
Certificate is essential 
for law enforcement and 
first responders in today’s 
world.”
He noted that police are 

using drones in many 
beneficial ways such as 
search and rescue, recon-
naissance of dangerous 

locations, and suspect 
tracking.
Delaware Township Po-

lice Chief Robert Illes 
said he participated to 
understand the technol-
ogy today and prepare for 
the future.
“Use of drones is, and 

will be, incorporated into 
law enforcement opera-
tions for years to come. 
From search and rescue, 
crime scene investiga-
tions, to serious and fatal 
traffic accidents, drone 
usage will become the 
norm as departments in-
corporate their use,” he 
said.
He said the understand-

ing he gained about the 
complex FAA regula-
tions that surround using 
drones was very valuable, 
along with the hands-on 
experience the partici-
pants had using some of 
the extensive unmanned 
systems at WarrenUAS. 
He noted, for example, 

that his township has an 
aging population and is 
fairly rural and his de-
partment receives calls 
about elderly residents 
with dementia becoming 
lost. Drones, he noted can 

search over a vast area 
without having to call in 
a New Jersey State Police 
helicopter.
“Having been a flight 

simulator enthusiast since 
my younger days, I’ve 
also had an interest for 
the past 5 to 10 years to 
get into the field of drone 
flying but never had the 
opportunity,” he said.
He said his department 

is actively searching for a 
cost effective drone in the 
next budget year, which 
will allow the department 
to gain an understanding 
of the technology and be-
gin putting it to work
“Our obligation as a 

community college is to 
serve the community. 
Making this important 
training more accessible 
to our community part-
ners helps fulfill our mis-
sion,’ Miller said.
Through a robust STEM 

program at high schools, 
students can be exposed 
to these new expand-
ing technologies giving 
them the opportunity to 
broaden their options for 
chosen career paths.
The classes conducted at 

Warren’s state-of-the-art 
UAS labs were limited to 
ten students at a time and 
span four days which in-
clude live flight time for 
the participants.
Participating school dis-

tricts: Allentown School 
District  (PA); • Delaware 
Valley Regional High 
School (NJ); Hillsbor-
ough  Township Public 
Schools (NJ);  Hunterdon 
Central Regional High 

School (NJ); Manville 
School District (NJ); 
Mountain Lakes School 
District (NJ);  North 
Warren Regional School 
District  (NJ);  Pequan-
nock Township School 
District (NJ); Randolph 
High School (NJ); Rox-
bury High School (NJ); 
Warren Hills Regional 
High School (NJ)
Participating police de-

partments: Sparta (NJ); 
Washington Township 
(NJ); Nazareth Borough 
(PA); Delaware Town-
ship (NJ); Mount Olive 
(NJ); Mansfield Town-
ship (NJ); Franklin Bor-
ough (NJ); Hopatcong 
(NJ); Clinton (NJ); New-
ton (NJ)
  WarrenUAS is accept-

ing 10 teacher nomina-
tions from any local 
school district not having 
already participated in 
the unique program. The 
next course will be held 
November 11– 20, 2026, 
Wednesdays & Fridays, 
9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Deadline for submissions 
is Friday October 9, 2026.
Interested teachers and 

school administrators 
should contact Dawn 
Smith at 908-835-4029 
or  dsmith@warren.
edu  for nomination in-
formation for this grant-
funded  program, spon-
sored by the FirstEnergy 
Foundation.
 	 W a r r e n U A S 

draws students from 
around northern New 
Jersey as well as the 
greater Lehigh Valley in 
Pennsylvania. Warren-
UAS also trains law en-
forcement from around 
the United States.
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Flood Announces $2 Million in Grant Funding 
Secured for Local Projects

Rep. Ann Flood (R-
Northampton) today an-
nounced more than $2 
million in Local Share 
Account (LSA) funding 
for 17 projects across the 
138th Legislative Dis-
trict. The funding will 
support public safety, 
emergency response, in-
frastructure and essen-
tial community services 
throughout Northamp-
ton County.
“Our communities have 

important needs that di-
rectly affect the safety 
and quality of life of our 
residents,” said Flood. 
“I’m pleased to see fund-
ing going toward proj-
ects that will strengthen 
emergency response, 
improve infrastructure 
and help our local gov-
ernments and organiza-
tions continue providing 
essential services.”
The funding will sup-

port the following proj-
ects:
Bushkill Township: 

$90,738 for a new police 
K-9 vehicle.
 Forks Township: 

$56,442 to modernize its 
police body-worn cam-
era system and $200,000 
toward updated police 
and fire radios.
 Moore Township: 

$66,000 for a new police 
vehicle; $125,000 toward 
a public works excava-

tor; and $42,490 for a 
digital sign to provide 
emergency alerts, public 
safety information, com-
munity announcements 
and other municipal up-
dates.
 Pen Argyl Borough: 

$127,640 for 14 updated 
mobile radios for the 
Slate Belt Regional Po-
lice Department.
 Plainfield Township: 

$200,000 toward an up-
graded radio system for 
its volunteer fire com-
pany.
 Upper Mount Bethel 

Township: $200,000 to-
ward new P25-compliant 
radios for the North Ban-
gor Fire Company and 
$165,000 to rehabilitate 
the Shady Lane Bridge 
following inspections 
that identified structural 
issues and scour damage.
 Washington Town-

ship: $100,000 toward a 
new dump truck with a 
snowplow attachment, 
$100,000 toward a new 
tanker for the Washing-
ton Township Volun-
teer Fire Company and 
$100,000 for road-main-
tenance equipment.
 Roseto Borough: 

$75,000 to replace its ag-
ing leaf vacuum used to 
maintain borough streets 
and sidewalks.
 Wind Gap Municipal 

Authority: $100,000 to-

ward replacement of de-
teriorated sewer mains 
along Lincoln, Jefferson 
and Washington streets 
and $185,000 toward re-
habilitation of the Wood 
Alley sewer mains.
 Roseto Borough Sewer 

Authority: $100,000 for 
sanitary sewer improve-
ments, including pipe 
cleaning, inspections 
and structural lining to 
reduce wet-weather flow 
and improve system reli-
ability.
 Northampton County: 

$110,000 on behalf of 
Bloom for Women Inc. 
to renovate the Jasmine 
House in Bangor Bor-
ough, a safe house for 
survivors of sex traffick-
ing. The project will ren-
ovate the home’s kitchen, 
bathrooms and multipur-
pose room and increase 
its residential capacity 
from six to 10 residents.
 The Local Share Ac-

count program is funded 
by gaming revenues un-
der Pennsylvania’s Race 
Horse Development and 
Gaming Act and ad-
ministered by the Com-
monwealth Financing 
Authority. It supports 
projects that improve the 
quality of life for resi-
dents, including public 
safety, infrastructure and 
community development 
initiatives.

Hundreds Flock to Polo Match to Support 
Project Self-Sufficiency - Second Annual Event 
Supports Services for Low-Income Families

Hundreds of individu-
als and families recently 
came out to support lo-
cal non-profit agency 
Project Self-Sufficiency 
at the second annual 
Polo Classic, a friendly 
competition featur-
ing players from teams 
sponsored by First 
Hope Bank and Lake-
side Construction, at 
the stunning Grayfields 
Polo Club in Allamuchy. 
In addition to the ex-
citing sporting event 
which ended in a tie, the 
festive afternoon fea-
tured tailgates, vendors, 
live music, a silent auc-
tion, gourmet food and 
beverages, children’s 
activities, and other at-
tractions. Presenting 
sponsor Mercedes-Benz 
of Newton displayed 
several automobiles on 
site. Proceeds from the 
friendly competition 
benefited the agency’s 
services for low-income 
individuals and families 
in northwest New Jer-
sey.
Following a champagne 

reception for major do-
nors, the event kicked 
off with the national 
anthem performed by 
Senior Airman Gianna 
Perez, United States Air 
Force. With the match 

underway, VIP ticketh-
olders were treated to 
hors d’oeuvres, fine 
cuisine, and signature 
drinks catered by An-
dre’s Lakeside Dining.  
Tailgate sponsors en-
joyed a catered lunch 
from Krave.
“We are delighted with 

the turnout and the cre-
ativity displayed by so 
many of our friends and 
neighbors, and we are 
honored by the commit-
ment from presenting 
sponsor Mercedez-Benz 
of Newton, as well as 
First Hope Bank and 
Lakeside Construc-
tion for their sponsor-
ship of the two teams 
again this year,” noted 
Project Self-Sufficiency 
Chief Executive Officer 
Deborah Berry-Toon. 

“We are indebted to the 
Grayfields Polo Club 
for their dedication to 
raising funds for the 
programs and services 
which are essential to 
the struggling families 
in our area.”
During half-time, 

spectators were encour-
aged to take part in the 
treasured tradition of 
divot stomping, smooth-
ing the field for the 
second half of the polo 
match while accompa-
nied by a spirited mu-
sical performance from 
the Mike Lawlor Band. 
Throughout the event, 
other activities included 
competitions for best 
hat and best tailgate, a 
silent auction, and nam-
ing of the match MVP 
and Best Playing Polo. 
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Local Business Directory
Promote your business in our local Business Directory for

ONLY $228 for 12 Weeks! Thats Only $19/Week 

CARPET CLEANING

TREE WORK

Jim’s Tree
 Service

610-588-5761
908-763-5709

1-800-793-0465

40 Years In Business!

GOUCHERTREESERVICE.COM

610-588-5761
908-763-5709

1-800-793-0465

 NJ License: NJTC 784049 

Professional Tree Care
Stump Grinding 

Articulating Tractor
Removes Grindings 

Both Fit Through a 36in Gate 

Jim Goucher, Jr. &  Karen Goucher

40 Years In Business!

Call Us at  484-988-0969 or 
Email us at: thepressads@gmail.com 

for more details Today!

Gardens Need TLC?

Did You Know...Our Most Recent Editions Did You Know...Our Most Recent Editions 
Are Just A Click Away!Are Just A Click Away!

Follow Us Online at: Follow Us Online at: 
thepressnewsonline.com and on Facebook!thepressnewsonline.com and on Facebook!

The Allentown Res-
cue Mission is excited 
to announce the winner 
of its Christmas in July 
holiday card contest, 
Anthony M. In a nar-
row one-vote victory, 
Anthony’s The Little 
Christmas Tree paint-
ing edged out the addi-
tional nine entries. As 
the winner, Anthony’s 
painting will be fea-
tured on the Allentown 
Rescue Mission’s 2026 
Christmas card, and his 
story will be highlight-
ed inside.
All the paintings were 

created in the Mission’s 
Therapeutic Art Class 
by guests residing at the 
Mission.
Anthony, a first-time 

painter, channeled his 
lifelong creativity into 
his featured piece. His 
passion for music be-
gan at age seven, and he 
still plays the guitar at 
the Mission in his spare 

time. When asked about 
his victory, Anthony 
declared, “I’m shocked 
that I won! Thank you 
to everyone who voted 
and to the donors who 
are the lifeblood of this 
organization. Merry 
Christmas, Happy Ha-
nukkah, and a Prosper-
ous New Year to all.”
Anthony came to the 

Allentown Rescue Mis-
sion’s Emergency Shel-
ter because of financial 

difficulties.
After his father passed 

away, Anthony returned 
to his childhood home 
and found the house in 
extreme disrepair. De-
termined to save it, he 
poured his savings into 
renovations; however, 
his father had neglected 
to pay his property tax-
es, and the house was 
sold before the restora-
tions could be finished.
At the Mission, An-

thony joined the Trans-
formation Program, an 
eight-week faith-based 
program designed to 
change the trajectory 
of the participant’s life. 
After graduating from 
the program, he began 
working for the Clean 
Team Workforce as a 
staff member in the 
Mission’s Emergency 
Shelter. Today, he helps 
rescue men experienc-
ing homelessness, just 

as he was supported not 
so long ago. 
The Allentown Res-

cue Mission would like 
to thank all the guests 
who participated in the 
contest. The contest and 
Christmas card would 
not be possible without 
their willingness to take 
a risk and put their tal-
ents in the public eye.
The Allentown Rescue 

Mission, a 501c3, 145 
bed non-profit home-

less shelter has been 
providing shelter to men 
in crisis since 1900. In 
addition to emergency 
shelter services (365 
days a year), the Allen-
town Rescue Mission 
offers a faith-based resi-
dential life skills pro-
gram, and transitional 
employment on the 
Clean Team Workforce 
that’s available for hire 
to the community. The 
Clean Team Workforce 
pays the men above PA 
state minimum wage– 
helping them save a nest 
egg to transition back 
into the community. In 
a typical year, the Al-
lentown Rescue Mission 
provides shelter servic-
es for nearly 1,000 men 
and serves more than 
60,000 meals to men in 
need.
To refer someone to 

the Allentown Rescue 
Mission for services or 
to learn ways you can 
help make a difference 
please visit www.allen-
townrescuemission.org

Allentown Rescue Mission Announces This Year’s Christmas Card Winner
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Ads with
Photos!

$20

CLASSIFIED ADS CAN BE SUBMITTED VIA EMAIL TO: THEPRESSADS@GMAIL.COM OR BY 
MAIL TO: THE FREE WEEKLY PRESS, PO BOX 606, BANGOR, PA 18013

All Classified ads are $15 per week, per inch, with the exception of Yard 
Sale ads, which are $5. There is no charge for items being listed as 

FREE. Please specify the category in which you would like you ad to 
appear (ex: Help Wanted, Real Estate, Rentals, Vehicle...Etc.) 

Please specify which size ad, and how many weeks you wish to run. 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.

Puppies 
for Sale

Siding, Roofer, and 
Window Installer.
Experienced only.

Must have drivers li
cense.  Work available 

immediately. Call 
Comunale Construction 
at 610-588-6715 TS

CDL DRIVERS 
& LABORERS 

WANTED
Henry Yeska & 

Son Septic 
Service Is Now 

Hiring CDL 
Drivers Class

 A & B and 
 Laborers. Full 

Time & Part Time 
positions available. 

Experience
preferred but not 

required. Will 
train on the job. 

Please call 
the office at 

610-759-3290

Part Time Tree Helper 
Wanted! Must Have 

Valid DL. Call 
610-588-1034

Help Wanted
Must Have Taken 
CDL Endorsment 

Class A or B
Benefits Offered
& Vacation Time
Apply by Calling

610-759-3290

NOW HIRING
 SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

CDL Class B
P & S Endorsments

Will Train.
Call 973-383-2786

stockerbus@gmail.com

Position for oil 
burner service 

tech! Must have 
experience in oil 
burner cleanings, 
service, and air 
conditioning.
Blairstown &

 Belvidere areas. 
Call: 908-362-8910

NEED RIDES 
TO LOCAL 
SHOPPING, 
BANGOR. 

DOCTOR IN 
WIND GAP. 
WILL PAY 
$10/HR. 

484-957-6095

OFFICE SUITE 
WITH PRIVATE 
BATHROOM.
 2ND FLOOR,

INCLUDES HEAT 
AND ELECTRIC. IN 

UPPER MT. BETHEL, 
$575/MO. CALL:

570-977-7495 FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT

Rentals Full time/ 
Part time 

HVAC  
technician 

IMMEDIATE 
OPENING! 

salary based on 
experience

Please email 
resume to:

ashplumbing17
@gmail.com

WANTED: 
CDL Driver for 
Tri-Axel Dump 
Trucks. Hourly 

Pay, Local Work. 
Mainly Day 

Work, Nights on 
Occasion. Must 

Have Clean 
Driving Record 
and Drug Free. 
Trucks parked 

in Belvidere, NJ. 
Call or Text Mike 
at 201-841-3864

SEAMSTRESS
NEEDED FOR 

UNIFORM 
STORE!

Duties Include: 
Applying 
Patches; 
 Striping 

Pants; Simple 
Alterations 
and other 

requests for 
first responder 

uniforms.
Flexible Hours

GOOD PAY!
Contact:
Patriot

Workwear
31 W. 1st St.

Wind Gap, PA
610-863-5411

A BUDGET FRIENDLY WAY TO 
PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS WITH US

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ONLINE ONLY ADVERTISING!

Run your business on our website
only, in our featured ads section,

for as little as $15/week
Larger ads are $25/week

Contact Melissa to get started!
thepressads@gmail.com

LET’S TALK ADVERTISING!LET’S TALK ADVERTISING!

Location: American Legion Auxiliary Unit 346Location: American Legion Auxiliary Unit 346
126 East 5th Street, East Stroudsburg, PA  126 East 5th Street, East Stroudsburg, PA  

Lunch, Beverages & Snacks Available for Purchase Lunch, Beverages & Snacks Available for Purchase 

Location: American Legion Auxiliary Unit 346
126 East 5th Street, East Stroudsburg, PA  

Lunch, Beverages & Snacks Available for Purchase 

Proceeds support our local Veterans, 
VA Hospital & VALOR

Sunday, October 18th
Doors open at 12pm | Games Begin 1:00PM

Any Questions, Or To Purchase Tickets Contact:
 Holly Burch at 570-656-7523 

NO ONE 
UNDER 18

 PERMITTED

Lic# 2216

 "Early Bird Tickets" $30, must be 
purchased by September 30th,

 $35 After the 30th or at the Door.
Includes 15 Regular Games and 1 

Jackpot Game *Super Jackpot is Extra* 
ONLY 130 TICKETS AVAILABLE!

Pull Tabs/Snap Tickets | 50/50s
*NO OUTSIDE FOOD OR BEVERAGES*

2 females 
Cane Corsos 
for sale. No 

papers but are 
purebreds. 

Born:
11-19-2025. 
Price for a 
quick sale, 

$1,200 each.  
Came from a 

litter of 13 
puppies. 

Please contact 
Will at:

201-274-5016.

Bus Person 
Wanted!

Mt. Bethel
Diner,  Apply In
Person. 2600 

North Delaware 
Dr., Mt. Bethel
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POSITION 

POSITION 

FILLED
FILLED

670 Allegheny Road, Mt. Bethel, PA

610-588-6614  |  info@hornsoutdoor.com

We will be moving to our NEW location

Keep an eye out for updates!


