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Contact Melissa at thepressads@gmail.com or call 484-988-0969Contact Melissa at thepressads@gmail.com or call 484-988-0969

Jacob Smith of Bangor High 
School Awarded 2026 Student 

of the Year Scholarship

The Blairstown Fishing Derby was held on May 16th at Footbridge 
Park. This was the first fishing derby held in Blairstown in Many 
years, and was a huge sucess thanks to the Blairstown Enhance-
ment Committee. Winners were, Kids Group Boys (up to age 10): 
1st Place - #87 - Rheigh C.  13”; 2nd Place - #35 - Adam T. 11”; and 
3rd Place  - #98 - Connor O. 11”. Kids Group Girls (up to age 10): 1st 
Place - #99 - Ellie O. 12”. Teen Group Boys (age 11-15): 1st Place - 
#27 - Balbi ,19” Golden Trout; 2nd Place - #34 - Colton K. 12.5”; 3rd 
Place - #4 - Frank T. 12”. Teen Group Girls (age 11-15): 1st Place - 
Eliana M 12”; Adults (age 16+): 1st Place - #72 Nic K. 18”; 2nd Place 
- #104 Teddy H. 17”; and 3rd Place - #86 John V. 14.5”. Largest Non-
Trout: TIED #104 - Teddy H. 17” Suckerfish and #108 - Gavyn R. 17” 
Suckerfish. Smallest Non-Trout: #43 - Evan F. 7.25” Rock fish; #88 
- Jay F. 7.50” Blue Gill. Youngest Participants: #71 - Henry S. - Age 
3; #11 - Quinn F. - Age 4. Best in Paulinskill (Largest overall): #138 - 
Mark M.  22.5” (Photos by Bob Halberstadt/The Free Weekly Press)

Blairstown, NJ, Hosts Fishing Derby For First 
Time In Years

The Exchange Club of Bangor awarded their 
annual Student of the Year Scholarship to 
Jacob Smith, a Senior at Bangor Area High 
School. A dinner was held to honor Jacob 
on Tues., May 12. Jacob was accompanied 
by his parents, Charlene and Mattew Smith. 
Jacob is planning to attend St. Joseph’s Uni-
versity to study Business. The Student of the 
Year Scholarship is chosen from applicants 
at Pen Argyl H.S., Faith Christian School, 
and Bangor Area H.S. Jacob is also an Eagle 
Scout.
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Mailing Address: 
PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013

FRIDAYFRIDAY

Call Us 484-988-0969

610-863-6670 | 510 E. Main St., Pen Argyl

Dine-In   •   Take-Out   •   Delivery    •   Catering Available
(95¢ Delivery Fee)....Call for Delivery Range

 Monday-Thursday
2 Large Plain Pizza

$25.95*
Pick-Up or Delivery ONLY. Toppings Extra.

*Cannot combine with any 
other offers. Must present 

coupons. 

$5 OFF
$30*

North Warren (4) VS Belvidere (3) 
Baseball Action Shots

Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press
More Photos & Videos can be found on our Facebook page
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New to the Bangor
 Public Library

Adult Fiction:
The Forgotten Midwife by Laura Anthony; Clara & the Devil Vol. by Oliv-
ie Blake; Good Joy, Bad Joy by Mikki Brammer; A Murder in Hollywood 
by Michael Crichton; Broken Dove by Dani Francis; Robert B. Parker’s 
Booked by Alison Gaylin; The Daisy Chain Flower Shop by Laurie Gilm-
ore; The Island by Nicola Harrison; Summer State of Mind by Kristy 
Woodson Harvey; The Foursome by Baker Kline Christina; The Radiant 
Dark by Alexandra Oliva; The Last Mandarin by Louise Penny; Seek the 
Traitor’s Son by Vernica Roth; A Woman’s Place by Danielle Steel; This 

is Happiness by Niall Williams

 Adult Non Fiction:
Maintain the 3 Simple Shifts that Turn Temporary Weight Loss into 
Lasting Freedom by Susan Peirce Thompson; Birth Vibes: Stories and 
Strategies for an Empowered Birth by Jen Hamilton; American Ram-
bler: On the Trail with Johnny Appleseed by Isaac Fitzgerald; The Case 
for American: An Argument on Behalf of Our Nation by Bret Baier; True 
Crime: A Memoir by Patricia Daniels Cornwell; American Patriarch: The 

Life of George Washington by H.W. Brands

Large Print Fiction:
Last One Out by Jane Harper; The Last Mandarin by Louise Penny; The 

Calamity Club by Kathryn Stockett 

Easy Non Fiction:
Boy, Were We Wrong About Dinosaurs! By Kathleen V. Kudlinski 

Junior Fiction:
Sweet Valley Twins: First by Nicole Andelfinger

Young Adult Non Fiction:
Every Falling Star: The True Story of How I Survived and Escaped North 

Korea by Sungju Lee 

A BUDGET FRIENDLY WAY TO 
PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS WITH US

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ONLINE ONLY ADVERTISING!

Run your business on our website
only, in our featured ads section,

for as little as $15/week
Larger ads are $25/week

Contact Melissa to get started!
thepressads@gmail.com

LET’S TALK ADVERTISING!LET’S TALK ADVERTISING!

North Warren (4) VS Belvidere (3) Baseball Senior Night

Senior Stat Girls (l-R):
 Hayley Dato and Jocelyn Considine

Arthur Coricelli Jr. with his parents, Arthur 
and Sally, and brother, Michael

Philip Baguley with his father, Phil and his 
sister, Marisa

Vladys Unick with his mother, Jennifer, and 
his little sister

Jackson Foehr with his parents, Jamie and 
Jacob, and step mom, Becky

Tyler Newport with his parents, Erin and 
Kevin, and his sisters, Emma and Lilly

Kevin Roof with his parents, Gregory and 
Jennifer and siblings, Connor and Emily

Brody Mantz with his mother, Kim
Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press
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GRAY’S RECYCLING

908-475-3797 Gray’s Recycling Mulch

MULCH  •  TOP SOIL  •  STONE  • DYED MULCH
Pick Up Or Delivered To Your Location

MULCH AVAILABLE STONE AVAILABLE
Hardwood, Dyed, Black, Brown, Red, 

& Cedar Mulches, Topsoil,
 Clean Fill, & Wood Chips

We Now Sell Mushroom Soil!

Dumping for Brush, Logs, Wood Chips, & Bales of Straw!

River Stone: 3/8”, 3/4”, 1” to 3”
Red Stone  3/4”

ALSO AVAILABLE:
3/4” Gravel, 3/8” Crushed 

Gravel, QP Stone, & Stone Dust
WE ACCEPT YARD DEBRIS We Also Offer

Heavy & Light
Land Clearing

CASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDCASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Spring Hours:
Open Mon-Fri: 7am-4pm

Saturday: 7am-Noon
Closed Sundays!

Spring Hours:
Open Mon-Fri: 7am-4pm

Saturday: 7am-Noon
Closed Sundays!

Commercial & Residential Sales!

Photos by Dale Young/The Free Photos by Dale Young/The Free 
Weekly PressWeekly Press

North Warren (12) VS  Lenape Valley (9) Softballl Senior Night

Isabella Cardona with her parents, 
Angelica and Diego

Riley Grandin with her parents, 
Amy and Kyle

Katelyn Galante with her parents, Stacy and 
Michael, and her sister, Megan

Anna Haselmann with her parents, 
Ron and Heather

Hannah Allen with her mother, Kelly and her 
Grandparents, Thomas and Deborah

Tayech Yawger with her parents, David and 
Renee and her brother, Jackson

Mowing, Overgrown Brush,
Saplings, & Weeds!

TREE SERVICE, Inc.

garyeagle.com

Senior Statistician: 
Alana Philhower
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Debbie Pettinari
Providing Insurance & Financial Services

Agent

106 S. Broadway
Wind Gap, PA 18091

Bus: 610-881-4433
Fax: 610-881-4432
Cell: 484-695-8070

Blue Mountain Community Library News for Early May: The library is located 
at 216 S. Robinson Ave. in Pen Argyl.  Open hours are Monday-Saturday 10am-

12pm and Monday & Thursday 6-8pm. 
Questions?  Call 610-863-3029 or email info@bmcl.org.

We have been chosen as a recipient of a 2026 United for Libraries & Penguin 
Random House Grant for Small & Rural Libraries!  This means that we will 
receive an in-kind book donation grant of $500 to purchase Penguin Random 
House titles!  We will also receive complimentary eLearning from United for 

Libraries.

By popular vote, our new mascot's name is Bubbles! 
Thank you toeveryone who suggested a name and who voted.

The library is starting a small "hygiene bank" (sample size tissues,
toothpaste, soap, etc.)  Give what you can and take what you need.

Congratulations to Mikayla Ferrara-Garval, winner of the April scavenger hunt 
for adults and young adults!  Mikayla won fuzzy slippers, a reading journal, 

bookmarks, and snacks.  Great job to all who entered.
Have you tried the new May scavenger hunt for children, with lots of new priz-
es in the prize basket?  The theme is "sea creatures," and they are hidden 

throughout two rooms this month.

The library will discuss  A Marriage at Sea by Sophie Elmhirst on Tuesday, June 
9 at 6:30pm.  Email info@bmcl.org to RSVP.

It's almost time for the BMCL Summer Fun with Reading Program (SFRP) 2026:  
Words and Wonders!

  - Win big with reading challenges for all ages!  Throughout June, July, and 
August, ALL ages can win amazing prizes (like passes to the North Summit 
Climbing Gym and Quiet Valley Living Historical Farm, PA Shakespeare Festi-
val tickets, and gift cards to Sparkle Car Wash and the Gap Diner - plus MANY 

more) by keeping a reading log.

  - ALL ages can enter our "Reader's Raffle" to win gift certificates for large 
pizzas from area restaurants just by using their library card! 

-Children ages 3-6 can register for "Two Stories and a Craft" storytime.

  - Children ages 3-6 are invited to wear their coziest pajamas and come to 
"Books and Bedtime" storytime; no registration required.

  - In addition, children ages 4-9 can register for a series of six special 
Wednesday morning educational programs at the municipal parks.

Specific dates and times to be announced very soon!

This year's SFRP is sponsored by CJ's Heating & Cooling, Sabatino Insurance 
Agency, and State Farm (Debbie Pettinari).  Additional sponsors for 2026 in-
clude CJ's Heating & Cooling (for Sundaes in the Park), Deer Foot Auto Parts 
(for an America on Wheels pass, which is coming soon!), and Sabatino Insur-
ance Agency (for our author luncheon nd Sundaes in the Park).  Please utilize 

the services of these generous community partners!

New to the circulating collection:

Adult fiction: 
Girl in the Creek (Wendy Wagner); Proof (Jon Cowan); Executive Power (Bri-
an Andrews); Quantum Tempest (Mike Maden); The Devil's Daughter (Danielle 
Steel); For Richer for Poorer (Danielle Steel); Beautiful Villain (Rebecca Ken-
ney); All Our Beautiful Goodbyes (Julianne MacLean); This Promised Land 

(Cathy Gohlke)

Large print fiction: 
The Housemaid (Freida McFadden); The Stolen Queen (Fiona Davis); The Fro-

zen River (Ariel Lawhon); The Sicilian Inheritance (Jo Piazza)

Large print nonfiction: 
Be Ready When the Luck Happens (Ina Garten)

Juvenile fiction:
 What about Worms!? (Ryan Higgins); Arlo Needs Glasses (Barney Saltzberg); 
The Book with No Pictures (B.J. Novak); The Pinkamazing Storybook Collection 
(Victoria Kann); Giraffe Problems (Jory John); The Curious Case of the Missing 

Mammoth (Ellie Hattie)

Juvenile nonfiction: 
The Worm (Elise Gravel); What's the Point of Math? (Ben Ffrancon Davies);  

Wonders of Our World (Carron Brown)

New to the Blue Mountain 
Community Library

Pen Argyl High School College Commitment Ceremony

Pen Argyl High School held their College Commitment ceremony 
on May 11th. The following students have signed with the following 
colleges: Luca Albanese, wrestling, Delaware Valley University; Jas-
mine Holland, Volleyball, Cedar Crest; Morgan Kemmerer, acrobatics 
and tumbling, Manhattan University; Blayke Lacey, Wrestling, East-
ern University; Zachary Metzgar, football, Ursinus College; Ashlyn 
Oessenick, volleyball, Ursinus College; Collin Ramsay, wrestling, 
East Stroudsburg University; and Cayden Vishnesky, baseball, East 

Stroudsburg University. Congratulations and best of luck!
Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press
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LOBB’S ROOFING & SIDINGLOBB’S ROOFING & SIDING
LOW COST ROOFING SYSTEMLOW COST ROOFING SYSTEM

Barry Lobb
Free Estimates

Barry Lobb
Free Estimates

P: 610-588-7452   C: 610-533-9454   F: 610-588-9192

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SLATE ∙ METAL ∙ SHINGLES
GOODYEAR RUBBER ROOFS

5” & 6” ALUMINUM
SEAMLESS GUTTERS

17 Main Street, Blairstown, NJ

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

NOW AT OUR NEW LOCATION!
128 RT. 94, BLAIRSTOWN, NJ 

 NEXT TO THE TRACTOR SUPPLY!

908-535-4064

We Do House Clean Outs!

We are Currently Buying: 
GOLD & SILVER BULLION  •  COINS  

CURRENCY   •   ESTATES  •  ANTIQUES  
COLLECTIBLES  •  SPORTS CARDS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE ESTATES 

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”

SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

We Do House Clean Outs!

HONEST & TRANSPARENT
PRICING YOU CAN TRUST!

Finder’s Collection &
 Storage Discoveries

Miracle Ear Miracle Ear Center

If your husband won’t listen,
bring him to me!

Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)
1619 N. Ninth Street, 

Stroudsburg, PA 18360
570-476-9949

1343 Blue Valley Drive, 
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-588-3383

Norwescap is Among Those Celebrated by 
Russell Berrie Foundation

Thirty years ago, Russ 
Berrie, CEO of the New 
Jersey based toy and gift 
company that bore his 
name, gathered friends, 
family, and colleagues 
around his dining room 
table to share his vision 
of celebrating and invest-
ing in unsung heroes who 
make a difference around 
the state. The program he 
established, The Making 
a Difference Award, had 
a ripple effect over the 
years, honoring hundreds 
of individuals making an 
impact. Together, they 
have driven meaningful 
change on issues ranging 
from youth development 
and environmental protec-
tion to food security and 
community-based initia-
tives, touching millions of 
lives.
This year, Mark Valli 

and Norwescap, which 
serves families and chil-
dren throughout North-
west New Jersey, was 
among those recognized 
at the Foundation’s Mak-
ing a Difference Awards 
Ceremony on May 8 at 
Ramapo College of New 
Jersey in Mahwah.
Valli, CEO of Norwes-

cap, was honored with a 
Select Grow the Ripple of 
Positive Change award. 
Nominated by 2025 re-
cipient Peg Wright, it was 
noted that Valli “leads 
Norwescap in delivering 
wraparound services that 
support housing, job train-
ing, and long-term stabil-
ity for more than 30,000 
individuals and families.” 
Norwescap was also re-
cently honored by the 
Sussex County Chamber 
of Commerce.
“It is a thrill to be recog-

nized by the Russ Berrie 

Foundation and be high-
lighted among such great 
nonprofits and their lead-
ers from around the state. 
“This is truly an honor,” 
said Valli. “We strive to 
make a difference in peo-
ple’s lives and to be recog-
nized for our work in the 
community is an affirma-
tion that we are doing our 
best. It’s nice to know that 
others see the work we do 
and recognize the impact 
we have. I am proud to ac-
cept this award on behalf 
of our team at Norwescap. 
We are committed to help-
ing people. It’s a group ef-
fort.” 
Since its founding in 

1997, the Russ Berrie 
Foundation has recog-
nized 485 individuals 
from all 21 counties of 
New Jersey and provided 
more than $4.7 million to 
support their work. Norw-
escap was the only recipi-
ent from Northwest New 
Jersey this year. 
“This award has always 

been a reflection of Russ’s 
belief in ordinary peo-
ple doing extraordinary 
things. He knew that when 
you invest in one person, 
the impact doesn’t stop, it 
grows. The Making a Dif-
ference Award has created 
a network of hundreds of 
individuals whose work 
continues to ripple through 
New Jersey and beyond,” 
said Angelica Berrie, Pres-
ident of the Russell Berrie 
Foundation. “This year, 
to move the program into 
the future, we are honor-
ing our first ever group of 
Gen Z changemakers as 
well as individuals nomi-
nated by past honorees. 
This is Russ’ lasting leg-
acy: to connect the past 
to the future and create a 

community of individuals 
who, together, are making 
a positive impact.”
For the first time, 15 Gen 

Z Making a Difference 
Awards were also present-
ed to young leaders whose 
work is already shaping 
our future. A collective 
spirit is at the heart of this 
year’s 15 Grow the Ripple 
of Positive Change honor-
ees, who were nominated 
by the network of 450+ 
past recipients. 
“Very impressive group 

of future leaders,” said 
Valli.  
These honorees repre-

sent community activa-
tion, where one person’s 
work sparks another’s, 
and where past and pres-
ent honorees can connect, 
share progress, and con-
tinue making a difference 
together.
“This program has al-

ways been about the 
power of one person to 
make a difference, and 
over 30 years, we’ve seen 
that impact grow far be-
yond what my father ever 
imagined,” said Scott Ber-
rie, Vice President of the 
Russell Berrie Founda-
tion. “What makes this 
moment so meaningful 
is not just the individuals 
we honor, but the commu-
nity they’ve built together. 
We’re seeing honorees lift 
one another up, share their 
experiences, and create a 
ripple effect that continues 
to expand. As this chapter 
closes, we’re not ending 
that work, we’re pass-
ing the torch to the next 
generation of community 
leaders.”
For more information 

about Norwescap and its 
myriad programs, visit 
www.norwescap.org.

Northampton County Seeking Residents 
Interested in Serving on Human Relations 

Commission
Northampton County is 

seeking between seven 
and 13 Northampton 
County residents inter-
ested in being consid-
ered for appointment to 
the newly established 
Northampton County 
Human Relations Com-
mission.
The Human Relations 

Commission was creat-
ed to support education, 
outreach, dialogue, and 
review of matters related 
to human relations within 
Northampton County, as 
outlined in the ordinance 
establishing the Commis-
sion.
Commission members 

will serve in a volunteer 
capacity and will play an 
important role in help-

ing guide discussions, 
outreach efforts, and 
community engagement 
related to human rela-
tions issues throughout 
Northampton County.
Northampton County 

residents with an interest 
in public service, com-
munity engagement, civil 
rights, human relations, 
education, advocacy, me-
diation, or related fields 
are encouraged to apply 
for consideration.
The initial Commission 

appointments will in-
clude staggered one-year, 
two-year, and three-year 
terms to establish conti-
nuity for future appoint-
ments.
Individuals interested in 

being considered should 

submit:
• A current resume
• Home address, for 

purposes of confirming 
Northampton County 
residency requirements
Materials should be 

submitted no later than 
Wednesday, May 27, 
2026, at 4:00 p.m. to: Jes-
sica Berger, Deputy Di-
rector of Administration, 
County of Northampton, 
JBerger@norcopa.gov
Additional information 

regarding the Commis-
sion and the establish-
ing ordinance may be 
provided upon request. 
For questions regarding 
the appointment process, 
please contact the Coun-
ty Executive’s Office at 
610-829-6250.
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WANTED
Local Miracle-Ear Centers are looking for 

qualified people to test their latest product, 
The Miracle-Ear® GENIUS™ RIC for FREE!
Here's the catch: You must have slight or moderate hearing loss 
and must have difficulty understanding speech in background 
noise situations. People who are selected will
evaluate Miracle-Ear’s latest advanced digital 
hearing solution,  the Miracle-Ear GENIUS RIC.

You will be able to walk into our office and 
try on Miracle-Ears that are customized 
just for you. Candidates will be asked to 
evaluate the instruments for 30 days to 
prove the manufacturer’s claims of up to 
25% better speech recognition in 
challenging listening environments than 
people with normal hearing.** 

 You must schedule your
 appointment before
MAY 29TH, 2026!

DON’T WAIT!
MIRACLE-EAR CENTERS ARE NOW OFFERING HEARING 

AIDS AT NO COST TO FEDERAL WORKERS AND RETIREES

That's Right! No Co-Pay!
No Exam Fee! No Adjustment Fee!

BCBS federal insurance pays the total cost of Miracle-Ear Audiotone Pro 
series aids. Most federal government employees and retirees are eligible. 

You may even be covered if you have other non-federal insurance coverage. 
Special factory pricing is available for non-qualifiers. See store for details & 

accurate coverage.

Miracle-Ear® Introduces our
SMALLEST Hearing Aid EVER!

100% INVISIBLE
Don’t be fooled by the small size. 
The Miracle-Ear Mirage features 
amazingly advanced and powerful 
micro-technology, all wrapped up in 
our tiniest hearing aid ever!

*Limit one coupon per patient at the promotional price during
event dates only. Not valid with any other discount or offer. Does not

apply to prior purchases. Fits up to 35 db loss. Expires 5/29/26*

2 for $995
Receive 2 Audiotone® Pro Full–Shell ITE Hearing 

Aids at $995 for a limited time only

*No other offers or discounts applies. Offer can not be combined and does not apply to prior sales. Risk free offer, the aids must be returned within 30 
days of delivery if not completely satisfied and 100% of purchase price will be refunded. Supplies may very per office. Hearing aids do not restore natural 
hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fit and ability to adapt to amplification. Blue Cross Blue 
Shield is a registered trademarks of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. Blue Cross Blue Shield is not affiliated with, nor does it endorse or sponsor, the 
contents of this advertisement. Trademarks referring to specific providers are used by Miracle-Ear for nominative purposes only: to truthfully identify the 
source of the services about which information is provided. Such trademarks are solely the property of their respective owners. **Studies conducted at 
the University of Northern Colorado (2014) and Oldenburg Horzentrum (2013) showed that Speech Reception Thresholds (SRT) in cocktail-party 
situations improved up to 2.9 dB for wearers with mild to moderate hearing loss using GENIUS with Directional Focus, compared to people with normal 

hearing. This corresponds to over 25% improvement in speech understanding. ©2020 Hearing Services, LLC

Dr. Albert Shrive, NJ Dispenser # 662, Supervising Licensee

Miracle Ear
610-588-3383

Miracle Ear Center
1619 N. Ninth Street
Stroud Commons
(Rear of building)

Stroudsburg, PA 18360

570-476-9949
Miracle Ear

at Brodheadsville 
Chiropractic

134 Pilgrim Way
Brodheadsville, PA 18322

570-476-9949
Miracle Ear Center

Strykers Crossing

Shopping Center
201 Strykers Rd.,

Phillipsburg, NJ 08865

908-954-7997

OR  VISIT ONE OF OUR OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

Most Insurance Plans Accepted

1343 Blue Valley Drive, Pen Argyl, PA 18072

At the end of the 30 days, if you are satisfied 
with the results and wish to keep the instruments, 
you may do so at tremendous savings. 
But this is only for a limited time!

STRAWBERRYSTRAWBERRYSTRAWBERRY
FESTIVALFESTIVALFESTIVAL

EAST BANGOR UNITED METHODIST COMMUNITY CHURCHEAST BANGOR UNITED METHODIST COMMUNITY CHURCHEAST BANGOR UNITED METHODIST COMMUNITY CHURCH

SATURDAY, JUNE 6SATURDAY, JUNE 6SATURDAY, JUNE 6
12:00pm - 4:30pm12:00pm - 4:30pm12:00pm - 4:30pm

BLAINE REIMEL MEMORIAL
PARK, EAST BANGOR

Good food, good fellowship, Jacktown Ice
Cream, and, of course, STRAWBERRIES!

North Warren (15) VS  
Lyndhurst  HS (2) Boys 

Lacrosse Senior Night

 Anthony Fredda with his father, Brian

Trey Zebrun with his parents,  Mike and 
Brooke, and his brother, Zach

Missing from Photos is Senior, Nathaniel 
Sugrim Singh

Photos by Dale Young/The Free 
Weekly Press. More Photos & Videos 
can be found on our Facebook page
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$10 at the Door$10 at the Door

 Breast cancer survivors 
are invited to a unique 
celebration of life at Proj-
ect Self-Sufficiency on 
Saturday, June 6th, from 
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
The Survivor Celebration 
will feature a keynote pre-
sentation by author, life 
strategist, and motiva-
tional speaker Diana Pe-
rez, along with breakout 
sessions, lunch, music 
by pianist Anita Raisch, 
and interactive exhibits.  
A Question-and-Answer 
session will be facilitat-
ed by medical oncologist 
Dr. May Abdo-Matkiws-
ky and breast surgeon 
Dr. Priya Jadeja, along 
with a panel of medical 
experts.  A presentation 
on movement will be of-
fered by Peggy Pak of the 
Sussex County YMCA 
Live Strong program. 
Breakout sessions will 
highlight yoga, healthy 
eating, and regaining 
strength following a 
breast cancer diagnosis. 
Raffles and other prizes 
will be awarded through-
out the event.  The free 
celebration is open to 
breast cancer survi-
vors.  Interested partic-
ipants must call Project 
Self-Sufficiency at 973-
940-3500 to register.
“We are delighted to 

gather to applaud the 
lives of these remarkable 
breast cancer survivors,” 
noted Project Self-Suffi-

ciency Executive Direc-
tor Deborah Berry-Toon.  
“This celebration teaches 
women how to maintain 
their well-being, gives 
them the opportunity to 
get the latest facts about 
breast cancer, and most 
importantly, invites them 
to relax and have some 
fun.  We are grateful to 
all the individuals and 
organizations who have 
agreed to join in this spe-
cial celebration of life.”
Attendees will have 

the opportunity to learn 
more about the upcom-
ing walkathon Miles 
for Mel, held in remem-
brance of former Project 
Self-Sufficiency Lead-
ership Council member 
Melissa Saccerro. In ad-
dition, numerous vendors 
will be available to offer 
tips on nutrition, health, 
wellness, fashion, and 
exercise. In addition to 
Project Self-Sufficien-
cy, attendees will be in-
vited to peruse exhibits 
from Atlantic Health, 
Kessler Rehabilitation/
ReVital Cancer Rehab, 
La Roche-Posay Derma-
tological Skincare, Mary 
Kay Cosmetics, NJ Can-
cer Education and Ear-
ly Detection, Regional 
Cancer Care Associates, 
Sparta Cancer Center, 
Sussex County Arts and 
Heritage Council, and the 
Sussex County YMCA/
Live Strong Program.

Breast Cancer Survivors 
Invited to Celebration

Local NJ breast cancer survivors celebrate 
during a previous Survivor Event at Project 

Self-Sufficiency.

Senior Farmers Market Vouchers to be Available Again 
in Northampton County

 Vouchers worth a total 
of $25 will be available 
to Northampton Coun-
ty residents age 60 and 
over who meet income 
eligibility criteria thanks 
to continuation of the 
Senior Farmers Market 
Nutrition Program by the 
Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania. The vouchers 
are distributed by the 
Northampton County 
Area Agency on Aging. 
2026 distributions will 
be strictly in-person, no 
paper applications will 
be accepted.
Northampton County 

residents age 60 or over 
who meet income eligi-
bility (example: $29,526/
yr. for a single person in 
2026, and $40,034 for a 
couple) may receive the 
vouchers in June 2026. 
For married couples, 
both spouses may ob-
tain vouchers. Proof of 
age and residence must 
be presented by all per-
sons wishing to receive 
vouchers. 

Program policies allow 
a person to obtain vouch-
ers for another person 
only if they have a com-
pleted and signed proxy 
form. Additionally, a 
person may only serve as 
proxy for up to four other 
participants and identifi-
cation with date of birth 
and address, of the old-
er adult, must be shown 
when presenting a proxy. 
This form will be avail-

able for pick-up at the 
Area Agency on Aging 
office, 2801 Emrick Bou-
levard, Bethlehem, at all 
senior centers, and will 
also be available on the 
Area Agency on Aging’s 
website, northampton-
county.org. Persons may 
only receive vouchers 
once during the program, 
which runs from June 1, 
2026 until September 15, 
2026. Vouchers will be 
issued between June 1, 
2026 and September 15, 
2026. Vouchers may be 
redeemed between June 
1, 2026 and November 

30, 2026.
Northampton County is 

doing in-person distribu-

tions for 2026. Emailed 
or mailed applications 
will not be processed.
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Hello fellow readers,
     A few weeks ago, we 

spoke about rhubarb—
edible versus ornamen-
tal—and how kindness 
helps heal. I shared how 
dear friends offered to 
care for Jolee while I 
served as a Big Buddy 
to a child at the annual 
Comfort Zone Camp for 
children grieving the loss 
of a loved one to suicide.
     I’ve just returned 

from the weekend, ex-
hausted yet deeply grate-
ful. And Jolee was well 
cared for, greeting me 
home with joyful enthu-
siasm.
     Susan and Don, 

the loving friends who 
watched her, told me she 
refused to take a road 
walk while I was away. 
Each time they tried to 
walk her, she would “put 
on the brakes.”
     It brought me back to 

Jolee’s earliest days after 
adoption.
     You may recall 

her story. Jolee came 
from Mississippi, res-
cued from a kill shelter. 
When she first arrived, 
fear filled her spirit. On 
walks, she would stop 
every few feet, uncertain 
and afraid. I’d carry her a 
short distance before set-
ting her down. Slowly, 
over many weeks, she’d 
walk farther on her own, 
gathering courage with 
each step.
     Healing often hap-

pens that way.
     At camp, while walk-

ing with our Healing Cir-
cle group, my Little Bud-
dy came upon a patch of 
Mayapple growing be-
side the trail. This is my 
third year being her Big 
Buddy, and I learned she 
has taken up gardening, 
so I asked if she knew the 
plant. She didn’t.
     Mayapple (Podophyl-

lum peltatum) is one of 
my favorite native wood-
land plants. This time 
of year, they line shady 
paths like green umbrel-
las unfurling across the 
forest floor. Hidden be-
neath those umbrella-like 
leaves are delicate, waxy, 
white flowers you only 
notice if you slow down 
enough to look under-
neath. That’s part of their 
charm.
     A poem by Minnie 

Curtis Wait (1901) de-
scribes them as “a host 
of green umbrellas” that 
might shelter fairy peo-
ple from sudden show-
ers. I love that image. 
Even the name Mayap-

Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary?

Mary E. Stone
Stone Associates

Landscape Design
& Consulting,
Blairstown, NJ

ple is endearing, remind-
ing me of the old-time 
expression “the apple of 
my eye,” something pre-
cious and dearly adored.
     When I explained 

the meaning to my Little 
Buddy, she smiled and 
announced that she now 
had a boyfriend.
     The Mayapple also 

carries a lesson. Though 
charming, much of the 
plant is toxic. Yet hid-
den beneath the leaves 
are beauty, usefulness, 
and eventually fruit. It 
reminded me how often 
healing and hardship 
grow side by side in the 
garden of life.
     The volunteer ther-

apist and leader of our 
Healing Circle shared an 

analogy I will not forget. 
He spoke of the emo-
tions we carry through 
life—the grief, trauma, 
anger, and heartbreak we 
sometimes bury while 
convincing ourselves we 
are “fine.” He compared 
those unspoken feelings 
to air building inside a 
balloon. Eventually, if 
ignored, the pressure be-
comes too much, and it 
bursts.
     But healing can be-

gin by slowly letting the 
air out. Gradually. Care-
fully. One conversation, 
one memory, one truthful 
moment at a time.
     As he spoke, tears 

softly welled in my eyes 
as I recognized how easi-
ly we can carry such bal-

610-554-6908610-554-6908

Garden Pond & Waterfalls 

loons without fully realiz-
ing it. I suspect many of 
us do.
     The memorial service, 

which concludes each 
Comfort Zone Camp, is 
a celebration of love and 
remembrance rather than 
sorrow. Our group was 
called the Grasshoppers. 
One by one, each child 
stood before the crowd 
and shared what they 
had learned about suicide 
during the weekend.
     “It’s complicated,” 

one child said.
     Another explained 

that mental illness is of-
ten involved.
     And perhaps most 

heartbreakingly wise of 
all: “A person doesn’t 

want to die. They just 
can’t handle the pain any-
more.”
     Then, two campers si-

multaneously blurted out, 
“Suicide sucks,” drawing 
laughter, tears, and heart-
felt applause from nearly 
everyone in the audience.
     Indeed, it does. As 

does silence, fear, and 
carrying pain alone.
     Perhaps that is why 

healing—like the shy 
flower hidden beneath 
the Mayapple leaf—so 
often begins when some-
one feels safe enough to 
finally be seen.
     Garden Dilemmas? 

AskMaryStone.com or 
tune in on your favorite 
Podcast app.



May 21, 2026Page 10 The Free Weekly Press

TODD’S
AUTO BODY

610-588-4633
1025 Mt. Bethel Hwy.

Rt. 512, Mt. Bethel, PA

Hours: Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm

toddsauto@carcarepa.com
 We work with all insurance companies!

Blairstown, NJ, Fishing Derby - May 16th

Photos by Dale Young/
The Free Weekly Press
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Advertising
Advertising

at your
at your

Finger tips!
Finger tips!

Get an Online 
Ad For as 

little as $15 to 
$25 per week.

Contact Melissa  Contact Melissa  
for details at: for details at: 
thepressadsthepressads
@gmail.com@gmail.com

259 E. Central Ave.,
East Bangor, PA

Fully Insured & Licensed

C: 484-515-1134

Tom Ahearn Electric

PA Reg. #PA058650

Electric Generator Installation
Light Carpentry - Painting - Home Repairs

& Home Improvement

Residential/Commercial Electric

610-588-6790

TREE WORK

Craig Wickett 

TRIMMING - REMOVAL - STORM DAMAGE - FIREWOOD
STUMP GRINDING - CHIPPING - WE DO SLATE REPAIRS!

Free Estimates | Fully Insured

CraigWickettTreeWork.com

For Fast Service, Call:
H: 610-599-6882
C: 610-442-2996

75ft
BUCKET

TRUCK
75ft

BUCKET
TRUCK

24 Hr. Emergency
Storm Damage Service

Call for Discount

Blairstown, NJ, Fishing Derby Continued

Photos by Bob Halberstadt/Photos by Bob Halberstadt/
The Free Weekly PressThe Free Weekly Press
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Safety Reminder: Police Presence Across Morris, Sussex And Warren Counties Increase For 
Memorial Day Weekend Traffic Enforcement

 Police departments 
from Morris, Sussex and 
Warren counties will 
increase traffic enforce-
ment efforts throughout 
Memorial Day weekend 
as part of a regional ini-
tiative targeting danger-
ous driving behaviors.
Several law enforce-

ment agencies will con-
duct high-visibility traf-
fic enforcement during 
one of the busiest travel 
weekends of the year.
Participating agen-

cies include the Hack-
ettstown, Roxbury 

Township, Washington 
Township, Mount Ol-
ive Township, Stanhope 
Borough, Chester Town-
ship, Byram Township 
and Netcong Borough 
police departments, 
along with the Morris 
County Sheriff’s Office.
Authorities said en-

forcement efforts will 
focus on aggressive 
driving, speeding, dis-
tracted driving and driv-
ing while intoxicated.
According to the Na-

tional Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, 

Memorial Day week-
ends historically see 
a rise in fatal crashes 
compared with non-hol-
iday weekends. Officials 
cited statistics showing 
the holiday period aver-
ages approximately 449 
traffic fatalities nation-
wide, with about 40% 
involving alcohol-im-
paired drivers.
Police also noted that 

the period between Me-
morial Day and Labor 
Day is often referred 
to in New Jersey as the 
“100 Deadliest Days of 

Summer” because of 
increased rates of fatal 

crashes, impaired driv-
ing incidents and crash-

es involving young driv-
ers.
As always, motorists 

are being urged to avoid 
impaired driving, obey 
speed limits, eliminate 
distractions and always 
wear seat belts.
(Article by Jay Ed-

wards, NRNJRadio.
com. Full Article link:  
w r n j r a d i o . c o m / p o -
lice-across-morris-sus-
sex-and-warren-coun-
ties-increase-memori-
al-day-weekend-traf-
fic-enforcement)

PA Senator Rosemary Brown Announces Enactment of Greg Moyer’s Law
After more than a de-

cade of advocacy and 
my work alongside 
the Moyer family, I’m 
proud to share that Greg 
Moyer’s Law, Senate 
Bill 375, has officially 
been signed into law as 
Act 17 of 2026.
Greg Moyer tragically 

passed away at just 15 
years old after suffering 
sudden cardiac arrest 
during a high school 
basketball game. By 
the time EMS arrived 
with an AED nearly 20 

minutes later, it was too 
late to save him. Sud-
den cardiac arrest re-
mains the leading cause 
of death among young 
athletes, and we know 
that immediate access 
to an AED can save 
lives.
This new law requires 

AEDs to be present at 
all PIAA-sanctioned 
athletic events and 
practices and ensures 
schools have emergen-
cy action plans in place 
for sudden cardiac ar- rest situations. Sudden cardiac arrest remains the 

leading cause of death 
among young athletes, 
and we know immedi-
ate access to an AED 
can save lives.
This legislation hon-

ors Greg’s legacy and 
represents years of ded-
ication from his par-
ents, Rachel and John 
Moyer, his sisters, ad-
vocates, medical pro-
fessionals, educators, 
and many others who 
helped move this im-
portant initiative for-
ward.
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64 Rt. 46 Delaware, NJ • 908-475-0060 • 610-888-6613

Hunter’s Lodge Restaurant & MotelHunter’s Lodge Restaurant & Motel

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Steamed
Clams

Steamed
Clams

Call 610-888-6613 For Motel Rooms!

64 Rt. 46, Columbia, NJ  •  908-475-0060 •  We Are Open 11am-11pm  •  7 Days a Week  

Motel Rooms: 
$110/Night 

$600/Week 
$1,200/Mo.

Includes: A/C & Heat, WiFi, Dish 
Network, Trash, Parking, Small Fridge

 & Microwave.

Try Our

Legendary

Steaks!
Try Our

Legendary

Steaks!

Like Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJ

The Ephesians were 
people steeped in ancient 
Greco-Roman culture 
that prized education as 
the means to wisdom, 
equating knowledge 
with wisdom. Plato said, 
“To know the good is to 
do the good,” which any 
parent of a three-year 
old can offer ample ev-
idence to the contrary. 
(And any half-conscious 
adult reflecting inwardly 
can do the same.) Brit-
ish journalist and musi-
cian Miles Kington said, 
“Knowledge is knowing 
a tomato is a fruit; wis-
dom is not putting it in a 
fruit salad.” In this read-
ing, wisdom and reve-
lation, not wisdom and 
knowledge, are bound 
together, and both are 
seen as a gift from God, 
not things we acquire by 
our own education and 
efforts. Let us listen for 
the Word of God. Ephe-
sians 1:15-23: I have 
heard of your faith in the 
Lord Jesus and your love 
toward all the saints, and 
for this reason I do not 
cease to give thanks for 
you as I remember you in 
my prayers, that the God 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may 
give you a spirit of wis-
dom and revelation as 
you come to know him, 
so that, with the eyes of 
your heart enlightened, 
you may perceive what 
is the hope to which he 
has called you, what are 
the riches of his glori-
ous inheritance among 
the saints, and what is 
the immeasurable great-
ness of his power for us 
who believe, according 
to the working of his 
great power. God put this 
power to work in Christ 
when he raised him from 
the dead and seated him 
at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, far 
above all rule and au-
thority and power and 
dominion and above ev-
ery name that is named, 
not only in this age but 
also in the age to come. 
And he has put all things 
under his feet and has 
made him the head over 
all things for the church, 
which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills 
all in all.
From what we can gath-

er from the four Gospels, 

the twelve disciples Je-
sus hand-picked were a 
diverse lot in terms of 
education, socio-eco-
nomic class, and politi-
cal persuasion, including 
among the twelve an ed-
ucated, well-to-do Ro-
man tax collector (and 
therefore supporter of 
Rome), to at least one 
anti-Rome political rad-
ical, to several illiterate 
and poor Galilean fisher-
men who resented Rome 
less passionately than the 
radicals, to middle-class 
carpenters who studied 
Jewish Torah under fig 
trees and eschewed po-
litical involvement. And 
yet Jesus did not need to 
start a Presbytery book 
discussion group on how 
to successfully navigate 
such diversity “in such 
a time as this.” Let us 
listen for the Word of 
God. Luke 24:44-53: 
Then Jesus said to them, 
“These are my words 
that I spoke to you while 
I was still with you--
that everything written 
about me in the law of 
Moses, the prophets, and 
the psalms must be ful-
filled.” Then he opened 

their minds to under-
stand the scriptures, and 
he said to them, “Thus it 
is written, that the Mes-
siah is to suffer and to 
rise from the dead on the 
third day and that repen-
tance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed 
in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusa-
lem. You are witnesses 
of these things. And see, 
I am sending upon you 
what my Father prom-
ised, so stay here in the 
city until you have been 
clothed with power from 
on high.” Then he led 
them out as far as Beth-
any, and, lifting up his 
hands, he blessed them. 
While he was blessing 
them, he withdrew from 
them and was carried up 
into heaven. And they 
worshiped him andre-
turned to Jerusalem with 
great joy, and they were 
continually in the temple 
blessing God.
“Gift, not Achieve-

ment”
We recently invested 

in a home in Hardwick 
that has a partially be-
low ground family room, 
and given the partially 

A Sunday Sermon, By Michael Nelms below ground aspect, I 
purchased a small, $10 
battery-operated gadget 
that reads the interior 
humidity percentage. 
The gadget arrived with 
the necessary triple-A 
battery for operation. I 
took off the back cover 
of the gadget, inserted 
the triple-A battery and 
the gadget failed to turn 
on. I took the battery 
out, made sure I had in-
serted it the correct way, 
and tried it again. Still 
nothing. I repeated this 
procedure a couple more 
times. Nothing. My first 
thought was the gadget 
was broken. Before tak-
ing the time to re-pack-
age the gadget, down-
load, print and fill out 
a return form, and then 
mail it back, I decided 
to try another battery. 
We had a box of triple-A 
batteries in the kitchen. I 
tried a new battery, and 
wha-la, the gadget turned 
on. I thought to myself 
that for $10 I guess the 
company decided pro-
viding a working battery 
was overly-generous.
A few days later I no-

ticed that the triple-A 
battery that had come 
with the gadget was still 
on the dining room ta-

ble, so I picked it up, 
walked into the kitchen, 
on my way to the bin for 
battery recycling. As I 
walked into the kitchen, 
with the small battery 
in my fingers, I sudden-
ly felt something for the 
first time: the battery was 
encased in plastic-wrap 
to protect it during ship-
ping. The battery would 
have worked just fine 
had I taken the plastic 
off. Notice my immedi-
ate judgments were neg-
ative about the company, 
that the gadget itself did 
not work, and then the 
battery as “defective.” 
We, members of the 
not-yet-human species, 
are evolutionarily wired 
for negativity through 
a mechanism known as 
negativity bias, which 
prioritizes negative in-
formation over positive. 
This ancient survival 
mechanism causes the 
brain to imagine, focus 
on, react to, or remem-
ber negative experiences 
or threats more strongly 
than positive ones. This 
is why small children are 
afraid of shadows. This 
is why television news 
focuses on the negative: 
they know it will get 
SERMON Cont’d on pg 14 
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Local Business Directory
Promote your business in our local Business Directory for

ONLY $228 for 12 Weeks! Thats Only $19/Week 

CARPET CLEANING

TREE WORK

Jim’s Tree
 Service

610-588-5761
908-763-5709

1-800-793-0465

40 Years In Business!

GOUCHERTREESERVICE.COM

610-588-5761
908-763-5709

1-800-793-0465

 NJ License: NJTC 784049 

Professional Tree Care
Stump Grinding 

Articulating Tractor
Removes Grindings 

Both Fit Through a 36in Gate 

Jim Goucher, Jr. &  Karen Goucher

40 Years In Business!

Call Us at  484-988-0969 or 
Email us at: thepressads@gmail.com 

for more details Today!

Gardens Need TLC?

A Sunday Sermon Continued from Page 13
and retain more viewers. 
This is why most politi-
cians, instead of speaking 
positively about what they 
will do, speak about how 
bad their opponents are. 
We are wired for such neg-
ativity.
In 1941, while taking a 

walk through the woods, 
Swiss electrical engineer 
George de Mestral dis-
covered the cocklebur is 
comprised of hundreds of 
tiny hooks that cling tena-
ciously to clothes. Inspired 
by this, over the next ten 
years he developed and 
patented Velcro, which 
comes from the combining 
of two French words for 
velvet and crochet. Velcro 
had limited success for 
engineering and scientific 
purposes, but once the pat-
ent expired in 1980, others 
developed it as a shoe and 
wallet fastener after which 
it became highly success-
ful. Negative thinking 
sticks to us like Velcro, 
whereas positive thinking 
slides off us like Teflon, 
Teflon having been acci-
dentally invented in 1938 
by American Chemist Roy 
Plunkett while working 
for Dupont. The sticki-
ness of negativity to our 
way of being, our way of 
thinking and perceiving, is 
a reality of our evolution, 
“our” meaning everyone 
alive. This is negativity 
bias is true of everyone 
without regard to culture, 

religion, gender, race, or 
socio-economic class, ev-
eryone whether Repub-
lican, Democrat, Ameri-
can, Russian, Chinese, or 
Chilean. Yes, there is such 
a thing as neuroplastici-
ty wherein we can make 
some intentional improve-
ments to counteract this 
negativity bias by practic-
ing habits of gratitude and 
mindfulness, but, our pres-
ent-day efforts are limited 
in their ability to overcome 
hundreds of thousands of 
years of evolutionary bi-
ology. This negativity bias 
is not just about the people 
and things outside of us. 
It is also something we 
do to ourselves, negative 
thinking about our looks, 
our status in the world, our 
abilities.
There’s a famous psy-

chology experiment that 
goes back to Dartmouth 
University in the 1980’s. 
A group of people were 
told that they would be in-
terviewed, and before the 
interview they would be 
given a sizeable facial scar 
created by professional 
makeup-artists. Each per-
son in the group was given 
such a facial scar, and they 
were given time to see it in 
a mirror, to see how size-
able and realistic it was. 
Then, just before they 
were to be interviewed, the 
makeup-artist told them 
they needed to touch-up 
the scar, but, unbeknownst 

to these people, instead of 
touching-up the scar, the 
scar was removed.
Therefore, the people 

went into the interview 
thinking they had a size-
able, facial scar when 
they did not. The result of 
the experiment was those 
being interviewed report-
ed being discriminated 
against. They felt like the 
person interviewing them 
was judging because of 
their facial deformity even 
when no such deformi-
ty existed. If we believe 
we have a scar, we will 
be convinced others will 
view us differently. If we 
believe we are not as good 
as someone else, we will 
feel judged by that person 
whether they are judging 
us or not. If we feel in-
secure about our clothes 
or our looks, we will feel 
judged by others if when 
others may care less about 
such things. As Abraham 
Maslow said, ““What [A] 
says about [B] says more 
about [A] than [B].” John 
Doe saying that Jane Doe 
thinks he is ugly, may re-
veal more about John Doe 
than Jane Doe. Jane Doe 
saying
Susan Smith thinks she 

is better than her because 
Susan and her husband 
have more money and live 
in a bigger house may say 
more about Jane Doe’s 
feelings of inferiority than 
it does Susan Smith. The 

negativity bias is within us 
as well as directed to the 
people and things outside 
of us.
Notice in the reading 

from Ephesians it said, “...
the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you a spirit of 
wisdom and revelation as 
you come to know God,” 
and then add what was 
said in the reading from 
Luke’s Gospel, “Then Je-
sus opened their minds 
to understand the scrip-
tures.” In both cases a gift 
beyond us, a gift outside 
of us, a gift from above is 
given to us in order for us 
to see things wisely, to see 
ourselves, and the Scrip-
tures, and other people 
and the world accurately. 
Recall also when earlier I 
spoke about the evolution 
of our species I intention-
ally said, “not-yet-human 
species.” We are not yet 
Human. Becoming Hu-
man is a gift from beyond 
us, a gift from God. We 
do not achieve humanness 
through the very real and 
very long and very biolog-

ical evolutionary process 
even when aided by our 
own individual efforts at 
education and civilization. 
We become Human as a 
result of the spirit of wis-
dom and revelation that is a 
gift from God. We become 
Human, and understand 
the Scriptures, not because 
we opened a Bible, but be-
cause Jesus, who was fully 
Human, opens our minds. 
It is a gift, not an achieve-
ment.
Alexander Pope’s fa-

mous adage that to err is 
human is utterly wrong. 
We err because we are 
not yet Human. It is our 
lack humanity that is the 
problem, our lack of hu-
manity characterized by, 
among other things, our 
negativity bias towards 
others and ourselves. This 
lack of humanity will not 
be corrected by education, 
laws, social engineering, 
individual will power or 
any other not-yet-human 
endeavor, no matter how 
well intentioned. Becom-
ing Human is a gift that 
must come from beyond 

ourselves. Jesus opened 
their minds, and before 
Jesus did this, they had no 
possibility of understand-
ing the Scriptures or Jesus, 
or the God Jesus embod-
ied, as before this gift their 
reading of Scripture said 
more about themselves 
than God, revealing their 
own fears, insecurities, 
prejudices, and self-cen-
tered desires for personal, 
national and military suc-
cess. Until Jesus opens our 
minds, opening the Bible 
is utterly useless.
So, what are we left to 

do? Did not Jesus say pri-
or to his ascension, “Wait 
until you are endued with 
power from above”? Wait-
ing on the gift of God 
was and is our only hope, 
knowing from the Gospels 
that this God gives such 
a gift even to those who 
deny him three times and 
who abandon him out of 
fear for their own lives. 
This God, made known in 
Jesus, is the kind of God 
who after being denied, be-
trayed, and abandoned—
and with his Human arms 
stretched out and nailed to 
a cross—cried out with his 
human heart saying, “For-
give them, for they know 
not what they do.” Waiting 
on the gift from this kind 
of God was and is and for-
ever will be our only hope. 

Sermon by Michael 
Nelms, Yellow Frame 
Presbyterian Church



May 21, 2026 Page 15The Free Weekly Press

Make Checks Payable to: The Free Weekly Press, LLC

Ads with
Photos!

$18

Siding, Roofer, and 
Window Installer.
Experienced only.

Must have drivers li
Work available 

immediately. Call 
Comunale Construction 
at 610-588-6715 TS

CDL DRIVERS 
& LABORERS 
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Henry Yeska & 

Son Septic 
Service Is Now 
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 Laborers. Full 

Time & Part Time 
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610-759-3290.

Part Time Tree Helper 
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Valid DL. Call 
610-588-1034
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Class A or B
Benefits Offered
& Vacation Time
Apply by Calling

610-759-3290

PA & NJ Roof-
ing, Siding, & 

Pella Windows. 
Free Estimates, 

Licesnsed & 
Insured. PA: 
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includes  utilities.
Text 484-542-8579

with Name,  
Address &  

Business Use. Will 
Respond to Text

Rentals

NOW HIRING
 SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

CDL Class B
P & S Endorsments

Will Train.
Call 973-383-2786

stockerbus@gmail.com

Position for oil 
burner service 

tech! Must have 
experience in oil 
burner cleanings, 
service, and air 
conditioning.
Blairstown &

 Belvidere areas. 
Call: 908-362-8910

Have You Recently Lost A 
Loved One?

We run obituaries to help spread the We run obituaries to help spread the 
word to the community about the services word to the community about the services 

for your beloved family members.for your beloved family members.

Contact Us at: thepressads@gmail.com Contact Us at: thepressads@gmail.com 
for details on pricingfor details on pricing

Sat & Sun.,
May 23 & 24, 

9am-6pm. 
Rain or Shine. 
Inside Shed.
504 Slateford 

Rd., Mt. Bethel, 
PA. 1mi. N of 
Portland on
 Rt 611 N.

Yard Sale

Pen Argyl Area School District Pen Argyl Area School District 
has an opening for a Head Girls has an opening for a Head Girls 

Basketball Coach for the 2026/27 Basketball Coach for the 2026/27 
School Year. School Year. 

Interested candidates should possess Interested candidates should possess 
the knowledge and skills associated the knowledge and skills associated 

with which to coach Basketball and the with which to coach Basketball and the 
ability to direct/supervise a program of ability to direct/supervise a program of 

this kind. Apply in writing to:  this kind. Apply in writing to:  
Mr. Tim Egan, Athletic Director,Mr. Tim Egan, Athletic Director,

Pen Argyl Area High School, Pen Argyl Area High School, 
501 W. Laurel Ave, Pen Argyl, PA 18072501 W. Laurel Ave, Pen Argyl, PA 18072

 or email egan.tim@penargylsd.org  or email egan.tim@penargylsd.org 

Reply No Later Than May 29th.Reply No Later Than May 29th.

For Sale
 Kitchen or  

Dinette Set. 60’ 
x 84’ Glass Ta-
ble with six (6) 
chairs. In Very 

Good Condition!
Please Call:

 908-750-4077

For Sale



May 21, 2026Page 16 The Free Weekly Press

famous
bloody mary

menu
famous

bloody mary
menu

Thursday-Saturday 12-9
Sunday Brunch 11-5

FAMILY-OWNED 
BREWERY & RESTAURANT

FAMILY-OWNED 
BREWERY & RESTAURANT
570-897-5900570-897-5900 Mount Bethel PAMount Bethel PA

16 craft beers on tap

16 craft beers on tap

AlleghenyCreekBC.comAlleghenyCreekBC.com


